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RELIGIOUS.

Sunday Services.

Keligious services were held at the
Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Sunday
Japuary 30th, 1892, commencing at 2
p. m., President Angus M. Cannon
presiding.

The choir eang the hymn commeno-
ing:

How are Thy servants blest | O Lord,
How sure is their defense!

Prayer was offered by Elder H. P.
Richards.
The choir sang:

Lord, Thou wilt hear me swhen I pray!
I am forever Thine!

The Priesthood of -the Eighteenth
Ward officiated in the administration
of the Bacrament.

President Angue M. Cnnnon intro-
duced Elders Heber 8. Cutler and Q.
D. Romney who had just returned
frotaamission to New Zaealand and
Australia.

ELDER HEBER 8. CUTLER
then addreseed the congregation. He
realiZed,' he said, in nqhmd!ng before

the Baints, that he had received many
bleesings from the Lord, inasmuch as
he bad been preserved on his long
jﬂurney anli were permitted to return
in safery to the Bainta In Zion. He

desired the faith and prayers of
the congregation, in order that
be might be enabled to eay

something of Interest concerning the
work in which we are engaged.
Having received a call togoona
mission, he left his home on April 6th,
1889, and arrived in New Zealand on
Apri) 30th. He was met by President
‘Wright and a few days inter attended
a conference in Napia, There he met
nearly all the Eldera in the mission in
that country, and about 500 pative
Baints, residing in that locality. He
had a peculiar reception, one te he
always remembered, The Book of
Mormon had just been transiated inte
the Maori tongue and the first printed
coples were to_be distributed among
the peopie. Thia event was looked
forward to with great interest and
pleasure by the Balnts, and an extra
demonstration had been prepared on
that account. When we arrived, bun-
dreds of native Bainta gave uaa dance,
and the cheers thataccompanied it al-
most miade the earth tremble. The
just arrived Elders were then placed In
a row, and the natives formed a
line marching toward us. We
did not know why this was done,
but we should secon learn. The
Maoris greet their frlends by rub-
bing their noses, and we soon hau the
pleasure of performing this ceremony.
The conference lasted for three days,
and then the Elders were appointed to
their various fields of labor. The
Bpuaker was appointed to teach school
in the Taupe dlstrict, which is situated
in the central part of the conntry.
There had been no school in this part
before, and it was now started chiefly
a8 an experiment. It was not well at-
tended at firat owing both to the diffi-
‘culty in getting a place and lack of

" ndeans, But after it had been kept for

about three months the Baints bought
some beooks and the children made
rapid progress.

It'was remarkable to see how easily
the children acquired knowledge of
the English language, By the time
the speaker left, most of them had gone
through the .inrat reader, and many
had progressed well in arithmetic. It
seems to be natural to Lhem to write,
and many of the little ones learn
it very fast. §The school was left
in charge of Brother and Bister Dun-
fordand was attended by ¢hildren from
surrounding distrigts.

Having been appointed to labor in
the Bay of Islands, Klder Cutler left
the Taupo district and proceeded to
the new fileld, where he remalned for
sighteen months. There had been
many baptisms in this distriet before
his arrival and the work was therefore
moving only slowly as regards new
converts; yet the work s In steady
progress.

The Maorl people have many pecu-
liar babits which the Elders have to
acquire. It is necessary that they
should make themselves as similar tou
the people as they can, in order to gain
their respect and esteem. The nutive
Saints are well aware thai they can-
not provide lor the Elders the comforts
which they had in their own homes,
but they freely offer what they have.
The Eiders appreciate this and endeav-
or to live as the people, using
their best judgment. -The mission-
aries have to eat with the natives and
often stay in the same room with a
family of seven or eight members, or
more.

There is some differcnce in this re-
spect in the vurious distriets. In the
worthern part of the country, the
people are not well off. In the south-
ern pari, many of the Baints have
large estates and considerable means.
Here the Eiders are given the best of
everylhipg, However, the variatibns
in t.emgoral circumstances do not effect
the Jlders, No matter in what local
ity they are placed, they endeavor to
have the Bpirit of God with them and
to apply themselves to the work of do-
ing good,

There are uow anbout 3000 native

Haints in that land, Many would be
willing to emigrate to Zion. But the
gircumstances with which they are
purrounded in theilr native country
have had the natural effect upen them
of making them to a certain degree
unfit for s colder clime and the pursuit
of our avecations of business. It would
therefore probably not be wise to en-
courage emigration to any large ex-
tent. The probability
would become  dissatisfled with
their changed circumstances, and this
would produce a bad effect in several
ways. But when the time comes
which the Liord may have appointed
for their gathering, all this will be
cha nged.
- Having labored in this district fer
thirteen months, Elder Cutler was
called to gote Australia. He arrived
in Viotoria January 20th, 1891. From
there he went to Quecnsland where he
met Brother Young. As it was very
hot at the time they could not travel.
But they had some tracts printed for
distribution as soon as the weather
should permit them to take up their
travels. Eight months were spent in
this fleld of labor.

is that they-

The work of preaching the principles
of the Gospel in Australia was at-
tended with a great deal of pleasure,
although there {a mucb indifference
among the people to all kinds of re-
ligion. They do not derire to hear the
(QGospel in any form. There are now
four Ellers located there, in tbat vast
eountry. There are four large
cities, Brisbane, Bydney, Melbourne
and Adelaide. The treatment which
the Elders receive in generally kind.
There is no persecution. Beveral con-
verfs were made, and the speaker left
the field with fair prospects of more
work to be done,

The speaker remarked that It seems
as if the world had departed from ithe
ways of truth and righteousness.
People do not have much desire fo
agsociate with theservants of God, re-
ligiously. There is a greal deal of sin
committed in the large citles and it
is hard to make people realize their
position, 'Thpey aredoing very little to
prepare themselves for the coming of
the Lord Jesus Christ,

To me it ie a great pleasure to reflect
on the fact that we are living in an
age that is 80 near to the coming of the
Son of God, even though mankind
have no regard for it. The signs of
the times indicate that great
changee are tuking place all
over the world. There is a state
of confusion everywhere, and
people s ek to close thelr ears to the
testimony of truth. DBut we know,
that if they do not repent and turn to
@God, they will have to suflerthe con-
sequences. We Enow that it is neces»
sary for all to embrace the Gospel and
follow its precepts. We know that
those who are truthful, both the living
and the dead, will meet the Bavier in
His coming. The Elders are blessed In
their work notwithstanding the diffi-
culties they have to meet. There In
joy in endeavoring to save souls, and
it is a work that is not lost, but which
will end in & glorlous result and bring
great reward.

ELDER 0. D, ROMNEY

wus the next speaker. He remarked
that it was with peculiar feelings he
rose before the congregation, but he
did so relying upon the assistauce of
the faith and prayers of the Baints,

He went on his mission over three
yearns ago, on November 11th, 1888.
This was his first departnre from Gtah.
On reaching Ban Fraucisco, the largeat .
city he had ever seen at that time, he
was struck with the wickedness that
could be seen in that place, He did not
stay long there but soon found himself
on board the “Almira’’ en route for
his. mission fleld. On reaching the
Sandwich Islande there was an oppor-
tunity for him to partake of a banquet
at the royal palace,but instead of avail-
ing himeself of this, heattended a meet-
ing of Hawaiian Baints. The stayat
this port was very briel, and after a
voyage of two weeks he landed in
Auckland. He was appointed to labor
in the Bay of lslands dlstrict and left
the next day for his fleld where he
met his brother George.

The reception was similar to that
jescribed by the previcus speaker. The
Elders have to do a8 the natives do,
else they can have no influence with
the people. The customs which at first
seem very strange, soon lose this ap-
pearance and it becomes as natural to
rub the nores an to ehake hands. :



