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SECOND ANNUAL CHURCH SCHOOL

convention

THE meetings of the second an
nual convention of trusteestrusteeti offi-

cerseera antiand teachersacherete connected with
lbs school organization of the
church of jesusjeans christ otof latter
day saints will commence at the
social hallhah salt lake city at 10

a m tuesday june 3 1800

all membersmea ibers of stake boards of
education and of the faculties of the
chirch schools are cordially invited
totobebe present

WILFORD WOODRUFF

president
ono REYNOLDS secretary

THE CHURCH CASE DECISION

TODAY we are enabled to present
to our readers further information
regarding the decision of the united
states supreme court in the church
suit rendered may there I1is
a striking peculiarity in nearly allalf
the decrees affecting the rights of
the latter day saintssainte they are al-
most invariably subversive of ele-
mentary or fundamental prinprinciplesaples
they are as a rule so glaringly un-
constitutional that their true charac-
ter is plainly within the comprehen-
sion of the mass of the people it
requires no legal training to per-
ceive the situation A wayfaring
man can run and read as we trust
to be able in a brief space to show
in relation to the case dundei con-
sideration

the argument made by americas
greatest constitutional lawyer dan-
iel webster in the famous dart-
mouth college casecam was followed
by a Aedecisioncislon which has hitherto
wenbeen regarded as forever establish-
inging the proposition that a charter
granted and accepted becomes a
contract and passes under the
shelter bulwark of property
rights the clause of the

declares that the obliga-
tions of contracts shall not be

impaired to hold that the
granting power which is usually
the legislative department of the
governgovernmentmentinin this country may
give a charter and then revoke it
at pleasure after the granteesgranleesgran tees
have conformed to its terms
and upon it is
to underunderminemitie all corporations
private and municipal and subject
the tenure of their existence to the
caprice of the legislative will let
such a doctrine be established and
stock in banks railroads and all
kinds of enterprises based upon a
charter would quickly sink in
value and perhaps become worth-
less it Is therefore a neLesnecessitysity of
our present civilization that char-
ters granted and acted upon shall be
deemed sacred contracts thus in
the case of the mormon church
modern civilization has received a
a thrust in a vital part

taking the telegraphic synopsis
of the basis formulated by the court
as a justification for its extraordi-
nary decree as fairly correct it is
presumed that one of its elements
was the claim that Coticongressgreas has a
right to annul any law of the terr-
itory 11 1

this proposition has nothing
to stand upon A republican
form of government is guaguar-
anteed to the people whether
they reside I1inn a state or territoryFerri tory
an authority of the kind claimed
for congressCongreari would constitute that
budy an autocracy governing the
people of the territories as an
emperor rules hisbis subjects such a
form of government is anti republic
cancall al

the rule has been for congress to
exercise a supervisory and annull-
ing power over the enactments
passed by the local legislature
which have invariably been
submitted for its approval
rhose statutes which were not
disapproved by congress be-
came the laws of the territory
unon the same principle that a nation-
al law goes into effect when the
presidentident of the united states fallsfails
to act upon it to claim that con-
gress

1

lisshas aann ex post facto right to
annul the laws of Territorythe that
have been in opeoperationtation for nearly
a generation is almost as absurd as
to claim that the chief executive
of therepublic has a retroactive veto
power

such a doctrine as that enunci-
ated as one of the apologies upon
which Wsthis unjust decision rests
amounts to rendering the right of the
people of the territory to local self
government a delusion and a snare

it takestaken away every vestige of popu-
lar sovereignty and constitutes con-
gress king

the reasoning of the court where-
in it claims that the statute which
incorporated the church was in
contravention of the constitutional
inhibition against enactments re-
garding an establishment of religion
is fallacious on its face at the time
the statute was passed there was no
general incorporation act the body
of religious worshippersworshippers which was
affected by it became a body corpo-
rate that it might hold t isie legal title
to property all other churches are
corporate bodies furfor the same rea-
son we hold to the contrary of
the position assumed by the court
and that congress and the august
body whose action Is18 now under
review have done that which the
latter has charged against the local
legislature which we will now pro
aeed to show

any act that favors one religion
over another is a violation of the
genius and even the letter of the
constitutional inhibition in relation
to an establishment of religion con-
gress busbas passed an act
abing one religious body andnd
escheescheatingati dg its property to the gov-
ernmenternment consequently to the ex-
tent that it has discriminated
againstagaIDStoneone church it has favored
theophersthe others by exemption from the
process it has constituted the
other churches left legally intact
and in possession of their property
the established state religions in
sustaining this legal wrong the
court has placed its seal upon an un-
constitutional process of unjust dis-
criminationcri ini nation which cuts down the
equality of religions and individual
citizens before the law and before
its ad miministrationni

to make this point more clear if
the process of disinco horationporation and
robbery applied to the church of
jesus christ of latter day saints
were extended to all churches ex-
cept one that which was exempt
would by this favorable treatment
be to all intents the established
church of the state being favored
and fostered by law while the others
were legally demolished it will be

observeobserveded that if the incorporatingdis
and escheating clauses of the ed
munds tucker act are not in viola-
tion of the constitutional inhibition
against legal enactments relating to
an establishment of religion it is diffi-
cult to understand what would be

the statute and decision are in
violation of the theory of american
institutions that all men are equal
before the law if one class can
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