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odists, and both churches are doing ex-
cellent work. Io addition to these the
French Catholics and the Church of
England have a pumber of missionaries,
and the Methodists have a Corean
school or college, under the charge of
the Reve H. G. Appenzeller. [ paid
some attention to niission work during
the tour which I made through Japan,
China and Corea last sumnier. [ found
the missionaries hard-working, earnest
men, and they are doing a vast deal of
00d, though the masses upon whom
they have to work are so many and the
missionaries so few that there is not as
rapid progress as might be otherwise.
There are mission stations scattered
throughout the Chinese empire, and
there are now 1,296 missionaries at work
in that country. They claim that they
have 40,000 Chinese who are reguiar
coinmunicants, and the increase has
been rapid within late years. It is
eighty-six years since Protestant mis-
sions were staried in China, and the
chiel work has been done during the
last thirny.five years, at the beginning
of which there were only six communi-
cants. One of the friends of the mis-
sions claims that if the same advance
continues during the next thirty five
years there will be 26 oco,000 Protestant
communicants in China, and a Christian
community ¢of one.hundred million peo-
ple. As for me, | very much doubt this
estimate. There is a great mission work
going on in Japan, and Japan is the
paradise of the missiomary. He is al-
lowed to do as he pleases, and the peo-
ple are more easily converted. Some of
the best work ol the missionaries is
through their hospitals, which are very
much needed, and which are now thor-
oughly appreciated by the Asiatics.
The work i this line Kas been improv-
ing every year, and the man who tells
you that the missionaries are not doing
anything in Asia has mot, as a rule,
been inside of a missionary’s house
nor looked at all into the real work

which they are attempting to accom- |

plish.
OUR DIPLOMATS IN JAPAN,

Japan is now considered quite as de-
sirable a country by our diplomatic
agents as England or the continent.
The salaries ot the consuls are high and
our diplomats live much better in Japan
than they do in Europe. Nearly every
one oi them has a large establishment,
with pienty of servanis, and they are, as
a rule, of a higher grade than those ap-
pointed to the big gities of Europe. The
consul general at Yokohamia is one of
the ablest men who has ever been sent
abroad in that capacity. His pname is
Nicholas W. Mclvor, and bhe is an lowa
man of about forty years of age. He is
a fine lawyer, and is a graduaie of Yale
College. Packed wilh common sense
and a man of business ability, he is
making a very successful esnsul general.
The vice consul general s Mr. George
H. Scidinore, who has been for years
conpected with the service and who has
considerable diplomatic ability, At
Osaka and Hiogo, the great commer-
cial centers of wesiern Japan, the Unned
States is represented by Enoch J. Smith
ers, who has been connected with our
dilpomatic service lor a quarter ol a
century and who did good work at
Shanghai and Tien-Tsin. At Nagasaki
we have W. {, Abrombie, a rich Amerl.
can, who has one of the finest houses in
the far <ast and who is a man of culture
and brains.

THE LEGATION AT TOKYO.

The consuls, however, have to do
only with the business interests of the
country and with the furtheting of
American trade. All matiers connected
with this war are left to the legation at
Tokyo, and this is in a better condition
today than it has been for years. The
minister is Mr. Edwin Dun, a relative of
Senator Thurman and a man well fitted
to deal with the Japanese, irom his resi-
dence of many years in the country. He
speaks lhe Japanese as well as he does
the Engiish, and he has an intimate per-
sonal friendship with the greates: of the
Japanese stalesmen. He is a big, broad-
shouldered, red-headed man of about
forty-five. He is a thorough Anierican,
and he has the nerve to demand and the
diploniacy necessary to secure the best
results for our people in the tar east.
In the past the Germans and the Eng-
hsh have systematically bulldozed Ja-
pan into giving contracts and favors to
them at the expense of the United
States; but under the present regime we
are likely to get our own share of every-
thing, and it will take more than the
average diplomat, either Japanese or
European, to pull the woo!l over Ed-
win’s red eyebrows. The position of
minister 10 Jspan is now worth about
thirty five thousand dollars a year in sil-
ver. The minister has a fine, modern
home in Tokyo, and he lives within a
stone’s throw of hall a dezen Japanese
nobles and princes. In addition to Mr.
Dun, the legation consists of a secre-
tary, a young man named Herod, who
is as brigln as a dollar and who did
good service in Corea before he came to
Japan; of Dr. Whitoey, who has for
years been the interpreter of the lega-
tion and who speaks Japanese like a
native, and also of Lieut. Mighael ].
O’ Brien, the military attache.

In my next letter [ will treat ot our
diplomats in China and of our other
foreigners in Asia.
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THE INQUEST AND VERDICT.

Army, Ulnts, Wyo:, March 8, 1885,
A coronei’s foqueal has heen held in
the Tempie of Honor hall over the vic-
1ims of the O, P. No. 5 mioe fire-damp
explosion. The jury, impaneled by
Mr. Willilam Qushen, ocorooer, were
Jamens Bowos, loremau, james Vi kery
and Dootor Gamble. The authoritles
of the mines nnd s large number of
miners were present.

David Tkomas, government inspeo.
tor, was firat interrogated by Mr. Bow s,
a8 followe: Cau you give the court xny
information 83 to the cmuse of Lhe ex-
plosion which occurred in 1he C. P.
No. 5 mice on the 2Z0th day of this
wonkl ?

Mr. 'Thimaes—Yor1 must remember
that [ have no jurindi¢tiv:, over s 1nine
1hat employs lese thun ten pelsons in
it. Some btime sioce the No. 5
mloe was 8shut down, aod when
re-opened it only employed abuut
seven or elght men wotll receolly,
when the mine was pul on 1w
tujl work, Bofore the exploslon o¢-
purted the ventilstion was to & good
oundition and the ajr-current averaged
1,000 cu. ft, per mioute for each mao
employed in the mine; aud I consiy-
ered from the yeneral conditlop of the

mine it was safe and satisfaciory, §

the explosion | bave been ljl;g(,.i:l':,:
mine, accompunied by Mr. A_ B
Bradbury, superintendent, Mr, Bown 1
Mr. Graham, Mr.. Beil, Mr. Birg .n‘:"
other practical miners, and €XBminegy
the whele of the Dorth side workjpg,
which appeared to be in a plean B’:&
gate condition. A fali had ocourreq |
the Iast room 00 the eighth level put
it did not sflect the conditlon of apy of
he other workings. Thu “"-Gurra:;
wae olean and steady in its p

hBalug

through the workloge. From th
sppearance of the loose materia] Whle;
nad beeu thrown ahout ©niries
i |

[ am of the opiolon Lhat the ex
ecutred fu the elghth entry ';‘lrz'::,on
blown out shot which ignited the nna
dust that wae ralsed up and sst §p moe
tion by the lorce of the expungeq
charge of the powder, which would
¢zain streugtn sa it went with the air
ourtent till it oulmiunted in the mi i
exploahén. ne

Mr. Bowns—Tben your opi
that it was a dust explfalon csul;::lnhh
the fire of a blowu out shol? ¥

Mr. Thomas—Yee, slr,

Mr, Bowne—Do you think s fall of
the temnperalure would havy Boythip
lo Uo wilh the cause of the eXploaig ‘;

Mr. Thomas—Well, it wouly mun
the gue, ifany, to expand, and mi ;‘:
urtng it nesr the Hoor of the mjge: %ut
from the appearance of the miuei’ w
of the oplolon that it was a uu“an";
not & gas explosion,

A.E. Bradbury, superintend
the mige, waa uext questioned
Bowuoe. Can you give the gg
fnformation ae t3 the oause of
plosion at your mine?

Mr. Bradbury—¥rom my o
perlence of the miue m:ul,r m‘;ng::-
eral reports each duy from Mr. Bryce f
osnnot apoount for the explosiunp ¢
any other principle than it wag cnu;;g
by & hiown out shot. The ventiiation
of the mine Was OD &D average (rym
85,000 to 120,000 cublc feet of uyp
minute. Thedust was walered jp Lp:r
main roade to lessen its tendengy ‘e
fire. No complaints huve beep mad:
to me of gae in the mine and I think it
there had Leen any gas in the work-
ings it would bave been reported, Mr
Bruce had authority to ewploy exra
handa io the mioe when he required
their aid sand I Lthink if he thought he
required aselatance to keep the mipe
safe he would have got all thgat he
needed. [ have been inthe mine with
the lonepeclor anJ other experienced
gentiemen, and from all We have sesp
tu the workinge the mine is in 4 good
condition.

Josoph  Bird, fireman: By 3
Bowne—{ have besn guu tnspector
for about three yeurs at tpe
mine, a0d under the in-
structions of Mr, Jawmes Bruce, whom
i consldered s thoroughly co’mpetenl
person for the cflice be tilled uy mipe
foreman, The fail In the Sth fevel and
last room, is slnce the explosion or-
corred. The hole In the exhaust from
the seventh to Lhe eighth leve) §a four
fool by ten foot and 13 near up to the
belght of the room. 1 dom’t think
any gne gould lodge Jn the exhanst
room above the hole, There Is no gae
in the working places; w here uDY gun
fa found it ls written oo the danger
board {keep put—zas); by this the men
know they are not allowed {o enter
suoh 8 place. The working places,

ent of
by Mr.
ure any
the ex-



