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Sunday morning, July 13, 1873.

REPORTED BY DAVID W. EVANS.

WE have heard, this forenocon,some
excellent instructions in regard to
the plan of life and salvation—in-
structions which agree in every res-
pect with that plan as it was reveal-
ed in times of old. It has truly
been remarked by the speaker who
has addressed you, that the same
causes will producethe same effects,
that is, when they n{:erate under
like circumstances. can see no
difference, in my own mind, be-
tween the circumstances which sur-
round us .and the circumstances
which surrounded the people in the
days of our Savior and his apostles.
We are fallen creatures, so were
they; we are very imperfect beings
and have need to be saved; the
same was true with regard to them.
We have sick among us in this day,
and so had they. God then ordain-
ed the laying on of hands for the
benefit of the sick. Why not or-
dain the same principle for the
same reason in our day? Would it
not benefit the sick to be healed by
the laying on of hands now just as
much as in those days? What
is the difference? Are there not as
many sick now as there were then?
Would it not be as great a blessin
to the inhabitants of the earth to
be healed now through this simple
ordinance as it was then? When
the circumstances and conditions
of the people now and then are
compared, no reason can be assign-
ed why this gift should be withheld
from the people now. The world
say that in those days it was neces-
sary for God to manifest his power
in healing the sick and in various
other ways, in order to convince
the inhabitants of the earth con-
cerning the plan of salvation that
was offered to them. Why not
convince the inhabitants of the
earth in our day? Is there not as
much necessity now as there
was then? Is not a soul
Just as  precious in the
sight of God now as then? If it
was needful for unbelief to be done
away by miracles then, why not
now? Or were miracles given to do
away unbelief? This is a question
worthy of investigation. We find
that miracles were wrought in an-
cient times according to the faith
and belief of the children of men.
We might suppose, to hear some of
the learned divines of our day con-
verse, that the greater the unbe-
lief the greater must be the mir-
acles in order to do it away. But
let us see how the Lord did operate
and perform miracles in ancient
times,

We read that he went to hisown
native country, where he was born,
among his neighbors and acquaint-
ances on a certain ocecasion, and
that he could not do many mighty
miracles there because of their un-
belief. What a great pity it was that
Jesus had not some of the learned

g | rebuke the leprosy, and I should

| people.

When he reached the region of
Palestine in which the prophet
lived he presented himself first be-
fore the king; but he being filled to
a great extent with the spirit of
unbelief, thought that Naaman
had come to seek some occasion for
war. “Am I God,” said the kjn%
““that T should perform this work?
The Lord revealed to his servant
the prophet that this man had
come, and the pu of his visit
and Naaman and his servant found
out IKlisha and went to his dwell-
ing place. But Elisha, instead of
being wvery polite, and welcoming
Naaman into his house, sent a
maﬁsaga te him, telling him to go
and dip bimself seven times in
Jordan and he should be healed.
This did nof seem to be in accord-
ance with the mind of Naaman.
He perhaps thought that, as he had
come a long journey in great gran-
deur and with great gifts, the
prophet would be ex ingly res-
pectful to him, and he was very
wrathy in his mind, and said—
‘“Are not the waters of Syria just
as good as the waters of your Jor-
dan?” and he turned away in a
great rage. FKFinally, one of his ser-
vants said unto him—If the pro-
phet had required thee to do some
great thing, wouldst thou not have
one it? how much rather then,
when he said to thee “Wash and be
clean?’” *‘Yes,” said Naaman, “I
expected he would come out to me
place his hand upon my head an

be healed; but he has told me to go
and dip myself seven times in Jor-
dan, and he sent this message by a
servant instead of coming to see
me himself.” But he was finally
prevailed upon by his servant to gn
and do as the prughet said, and he
went and dipped himself seven
t mes in Jordan and immediately
his flesh came anew upon him like
the flesh of a little child. All the
rest of the lepers,throughout Israel,
remained unhealed, but this for-
eigner was cleansed and made
whole.

Now, why this partiality? Why
not do some wonderful miracles in
healing all the lepers in Israel?
It was because of their unbelief.
But says the divine of to-day—*‘‘The
greater the unbelief the more ne-
cessity for the miracle, and conse-
quently, in order to do away with
this unbelief the prophet ought to
have healed all the lepersin Isra-
el.” The Lord, however, has his
own way,and when he finds a very
unbelieving generation, he does not
satisfy their carnal curiosity, nor
manifest his power to any great ex-
tent in the midst of the wicked;
but he always shows forth his pow-
er to those who are humble and
meek, and lowly in heart. He has
done that in all dispensations, not
only in the days of Jesusand the
Apostles,but in every dispensation,
and the power manifested has been
in accordance with the faith of the

In regard to the gift of Eﬂ.t
a great many suppose that it was
necessary in former times, in the
dark ages; but when the gospel was

divines of the present day to in-
struct him! They would no doubt
have told Jesus that because of the
greatness of the unbelief in his own
neighborhood and among his aec-
quaintances he must perform some
reater miracles among them than
e did anywhere else. That would
have been consistent with the pre-
sent ideas of theologians. But in
those days Jesus operated among
the people according to their faith,
and the greater the unbelief the
less the miracles.
~ We find the same principle ex-
1sting long before Jesus came to the
earth. Jesus himself testifies that in
the days of Elisha the Prophet,
there were a %(reat many lepers in
Israel. You know that is a ver
loathsome disease, and that people
would naturally be very glad to be
healed. But none of them were
healed in Elisha’s da¥y, says Jesus,
except a man, not of lsrael, but a
foreigner—Naaman the Syrian.
What was the reason? Their un-
belief. How came this Naaman the
Syrian to have faith? He believed
in the testimony of a Jewish maid-
en, who had been taken captive by
the Syrian army and earried into
a far country, and while con-
versing with the people there
she told them about a great pro-
phet in Israel, Elisha by name.
“Would to God,” said she, ‘‘that
my master could see this prophet
and be healed!” She seemed to
have faith, and when the report of
her conversation came to her mas-
ter’s ears he toox great riches and
started out for the express purpose of
golug to visitthis prophet in Israsel, |

fully established on the earth, and | the
great power and signs were made | wor
manifest, there was no more need | were to centinue until the day of

of prophecy, revelations, ete., and
they quote a passage from Paul’s
writings, or rather a part of a pas-
sage, instead of the whole, in order
to prove their position. Inthe 13th
chapter of the first epistle to the
Corinthians Paul says—‘“Whether
there be prophecies, they shall fail;
whether there be tongues, they
shall cease; whether there be
knowledge, it shall wvanish
away.” Prophecying and tongues,
were to cease, ‘“‘Now,” says the
learned divine, of the present day,
““here is a plain and pointed testi-
mony that these gifts were only in-

tended for the early ages of the |
Yy { world, and were to be done away

and cease.” But why not quote
the following verses? Why quote
half a sentence or idea and then
leave it? Why not give the whole,
and find out the time when these
miracles, such as prophecy, healing
the sick, speaking with tongues,
ele., were to cease? If the divines
of this day would read a little
further they would know the time
and the circamstances that were to
transpire when these things should
be done away. Says Paul, in the
following verses—‘‘For we know in
part,and we prophesy in part. But
when that which is perfect is come,
then that which is in part shall be
doue away.” “For now we see
through a glass, darkly; but then
face to face: now I know in part;
but thenshall I know even as also
I am known.” Here then it is
clearly foretold that when there

will be fio more nbed of prophecy,

healing, speaking in tongues, ete.,
the day nmrﬁaﬂtinn will have ar-
rived; in other words, when the
church of God shall have overcome
and be perfected, when the church
of God shall need no more
prophets, when it shall have no
more sick,(for if all its members be-
come immortal there will be no
gick to be healed, hence heal-
ing will be done away, when the
church of God all Epeai: E;;llllﬁ ian-
guage—the pure language, the lan-
guage ken by angels, restored to
the earth by the Lord,)there will be
no need of B]lj‘eﬂkiﬂg with tongues.
But until that day of perfection
comes, all these gifts will be neces-

sary.
ghia agrees with what Paul has
said in his first chapter to the
Ephesians. He there informs us
that these miraculous powers and
gifts, which Jesus gave when he
ascended up on high and led cap-
tivity ecaptive, were given for a
8 1 purpose. He gave some
apostles, some prophets,evangelists,
pastors, teachers, gifts, healing; all
were given for a special purpose.
What was that purpose? The per-
fecting of the Saints. ;

I would ask the learned divines
of the present day, have the Saints
need, in this age, of anything to
perfect them? Or are they already
sufficiently perfected to enter into
the presence of the Father? If

| they need perfecting, and none can

deny that they do, then apostles
are needed now, prophets are need-
ed now, evangelists, pastors, and
teachers are needed now. ‘““Well,”
says one, ‘‘we will allow that evan-
gelists, pastors and teachers are
needed now; we have not done
them away, we have abundance of
teachers and pastors, but we do not
believe in apostles and prophets
now.” Why not? Did not thesame
apostle tell us in the same verse,
that apostlesand prophets,as well as
evangelists, tors and teachers,
were given when Jesus ascended on
high, for the perfecting of the
Saints? Why then do you separate
them and say that the two first-
named are not now necessary, and
that the other three are so? Why
do you do this? In order to be
consistent with the unreasonable-

ness of this generation, and to com-
Ely with ir traditions. You
ave not got apostles, you have

ropheey, |

not got prephets, and you must
have some excuse in order to
do them away, and your excuse is,
that they are not needed now.
Prove it you cannot, it is beyond
your power. You have noevidence,
no testimony whatever by which
you can prove it. With alll the
testimony in favor of your position
which you ean bring forward, I can
prove that pastors, evangelists,
teachers, bishops, deacons, elders
and every other oflicer of the
church of Christ which you believe
in are not needed now, as easily as
you can prove that apostles and
prophets are not needed now. Just
as much evidence can be adduced
in favor of one position as the other;
and the fact is there is noevidence

for either. They were all given for
rfecting of the Saintsand the
of the ministry, and they

perfection arrived; and the moment
you say they are not necessary you
virtually say the work of the min-
istry is not necessary; and why,
then, do you administer? They
were given notonly for the perfect-
ing of the Saintsand the work of the

nistry,but for the edifying of the
body of éhrist,which is the church.
Take away apostles inspired of God,
take away prophets who foretell

the means which God has ordained
for the edification of his body—his
church, and that body or church
can not be perfected.

Another object, Paul informs us,
for which these gifts were given,
was that the Saints might come to
the unity of the faith, unto a per-
fect man, unto the measure of the
stature of the fulness of Christ.
Take away the=e gifts, and what is
your condition? You are in the
same condition which Paul speaks
of in the very next verse—‘‘ecarried
about by every wind of doctrine,by
the slight of man, by cunning
craftiness whereby they lie in
wait to deceive.” The gifls were

ven to prevent the people from

ing carried about by every wind
of doctrine. Take away these gifts
—the Fiﬂ; of revelation, prophecy |
and miracles, which were enjoyed

the people are liable to be tossed
to and fro by every wind of doe-
trine that may be sounded in their
ears. Why? Because they are
entirely goveimed by the opinions

and he tries to substantiate it by
his learning; another man has an
opposite opinion and he tries to
substantiate it, and as neither of
them is inspired by the power of
the Holy Ghost, neither having the
gigt of prophecy or revelation,
each, so far as he can, gains influ-
ence and power over his neighbors,
and gathers together a body of peo-
ple and pronounces them the church
ot Christ. But God has nothing to
do with them. He never called
them the church of Christ, he
never spoke to them, never sent an
angel to them, never gave them a
vision, never sent a prophet or an
apostle to them, he has nothing to
do with them—they are not his
chureh, never were nor ever can
be, only by repentance and turning
to the Lord, and receiving the
Holy Ghost, which is the
spirit of prophecy. He that has the
testimony of Jesus has the sririt of
prophecy. Paul has declared to us
that no man can say that Jesus is
the Lord but by the Holy Ghost. A
man may have the tradition that
Jesus is the Lord, but he does not
know the fact except by the power
of the Holy Ghost, and the testi-
mony of Jesus is the spirit of lg)m-

im

phecy—it makes a prophet of
who has it.

This is what the Latter-day
Saints believe. We have no new
ospel to offer to the world. We
ave come forth, sent by the Al-

wnighty, to testify against the new
gospels that have been introduced,

every creature in all the world who
believes; hence the promise inclu-
des people now alive, as well as
those who lived in former ages
And woe be to all the inhabitants
of the earth, because eof their un.
belief;because they have doneaway
the power of godliness; because

they have done away the power of
the ancient gospel, and have turn.
ed zsidatm;lter thfi ugil;lr;nm of ltrlmn;
and yet hypoe — perhaps
some of them sincerel —mﬁetham-
selves the chureh of Christ, and be-
lievers. Shame on the world! |

Amen.
—— - P —
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ROCHESTER, N. Y., 19.—~The ex-
press train, which was due hereat
seven o’clock this morning from
Detroit, en the G. W, R. R., isin
the Welland canal. The train was
drawn by two locomotivesand con-
sisted of several baggage cars, the
express and t.lllla uau;l numb{oir of
passenger coaches. n open draw
was not observed by the engineer
and both engines and all b
and express cars plunged into the
canal, filling the chasm and leaving
no room for the passenger coaches,
It is reported that all the n-
gers and employees escaped injury,

The conductor and brakeman of
the freight trains on the western di-

which have only the form of godli-
ness and deny the power that was
manifested in the ancient church.
We have come to testify against
false doctrines, we are sent for this
express purpose, and also to testify
boldly against the wickedness and

abominations of the professed
Christian world, as well as of those
who make no profession. God has
commanded us to lift up our voices
and spare not, to bear testimony

ainst all their wickedness and
their false doctrines,which we have
endeavored to do, without asking
any favor of the children of men.
God has
cringe to the traditions and false
ideas of the children of men, he
sent us to bear down, in plain tes-
timony, against their wickedness
and the corruptions which they
are all the time practising, and
have been for generations, E»efure
high heaven and the whole world.

We then say, to all the world,
that if they will repent of theirsins,
humble themselves, become as lit-
tle children in the sight of God; if
they will turn away from their
| false doctrines,and believe in Jesus,
who was crucified in ancient days,
with all their hearts, and receive

future events, and you take away |

by the Saints in ancient days, and | believers in Christ or not. If these

his gmgel, they shall not only re-
ceive the remission of their sins
but the gift of the Holy Ghost, and
the signs, anciently promised to
the believers, shall follow them.
Every creature in all the world
who will obey the gespel will en-
Joy more or less of the gifts which
God has promised; if all do not en-
joy them they may know that they
are unbelievers, for Jesus has said
that these signs shall follow them
that believe, and he did not mean
the apostles alone. Let us quote
the language, that you may see
that he meant eve liever in all
the world. He said to the eleven
apostles—*“‘Go ye into all the world
and preach the gospel to every
creature,”’—every creature recollect,
—“he that believeth”--that is,
every creature, in all the world,
that believeth, “and is baptized
shall be saved, and he that believ-
eth not shall be damned.”

Here was the division line. Mark
the next promise—‘‘These signs
shall follow them that believe.”
They were not to follow a few indi-
viduals in Jerusalem, not the apos-
peakin

tles to whom he was then s
alone, but them that believe in al
the world. *I
promise that they shall be saved;
and I not only promise them salva-
tion, but certain signs shall follow
them—in my name they”—these
believers—*‘‘shall cast out devils
they shall speak with new tongues,
they shall take up serpents, and if
they drink any deadly thing it shall
not hurt them, they shall lay
handson thesick and they shall re-
cover.”

Here is the way by which every
Egrsnn may find out whether he is a

liever in Christ or not.The whole
Christian world can test themselves,
and find out whether they are

signs follow, they are believers;
if these signs do mnot follow,
they are not believers, neither are

not sent us tobow and |

vision of the N. Y. C. R. R. have

1atruc.k for an advance in their pay,

and no freight trains are running
between Rochester and Buffalo.
Four men and a’boy,belonging to
a %ng of horse thieves, called
Bickle aganﬁ, were arraigned to-day
on several charges here for stealing.
Their operations have been exten-
sive. They are members of a gang
which has been hereonly six months
from England. ;
SPRINGFIELD, Mass., 19.—In the
races to-day, St. James won the
2.26 1ace, and Clementine the 2.34
race. |
WASHINGTON, 19.—There is no
foundation for any report sent from

give unto them a |8

this city purporting togive the con-
clusinnj:nl: t.ll"lf aanganﬁ%i reached in
the court martial of Capt. Jack and
his Modoc Indians. othing out-
side of the War Office is yet known
as to what the sentence in each
case is, and it is the intention of
the secre to make nothing pub-
lic till after the president has ex-
amined the papers.

The compensation hereafter for
conveying mails will be made ac-
cording to the weight and distance
travelled, and not distance only
as heretofore. This rule applies to
railroad service, and not to steam-

e attorney-general to-day re-
commended to the president that
pardons be granted to the men
| who are now serving out their term
at 1:‘.hnan penitentiary for Ku-Klux
ou .-
' Hon. Felix R. Brunot, chairman
of the committee to negotiate with
the Crow Indian in Montana, fora
portion of their reservation, has
telegraphed to the secretary of the
interior, from Bozeman, under date
of the 18th inst., as follows—

“The commissioners have been
successful in negotiating with the
Crow Indians, by which they cede
all their present reservation, taking
territory one third as la.rge on the
Missouri river, in Sudelle’s Basin.”

The steamers Columébia,plying be-
tween this port and Bal Limure, and

he Lady of the Lake, between
here and Norfolk, have both been
| inspected since the Wawassetidis-
aster. The Columbia was found to
have complied with the law in
every particular. The Lady of the
Lake was fined $100 for non-com-
pliance.

A dispatch received here to day,
ives particulars of the recent affair
at the Tuberose agency, where the
Apaches sheltered the notorious
murderers, refused to give them up,
and invited a small body of troops
to fight. The soldiers were rein-

fo ,when the Indians fled to the
mountains. |
It is alleged that the specula-
tions of McLellan, the postal agent
between Washington and New
York, will amount to upwards of
$50,000, taken mostly trom letters
containing subseriptions to various
azines and newspapers. Me-
Lellan has not been jarrested and
there are no indications that he will

be

CHICAGO, 10.—The number of
those killed, or who bave died of
their injuries by the recent acci-

the Latter-day Saints. None of us

of men. Ond mian has his opinion,

are believers unless these signs fnl-l
10t us} for Jesus promised them to

dent on the Chicago, Alton and
8t. Louis R. R., is 18, and several
of the thirty or forty others who




