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the necessity of faith the holy ghost

importance of the sacrament warfare
between god and the power of eviletli a true
latter day saint cannot be converted a
knowledge of the truth can only be re-
ceived from god none will suffer as
christ sufferedbuffered god overrules all things
for the good of his people the organiza-
tion of the church of god is perfect the
proper training of the children of the
saints

WHILE I1 attempt to sspeakeak to you mlmy
brethren and sisters tristeisthis afternoon I1
desire an interest in your faith zdand
prayers that I1 may speak that that the
lord would have me say that we may
be ediedledifiedfledfied strengthenedstrengthened and encour-
aged to go forward in the discharge of
our duties as saints of the living god
and as I1 speak during the passing of
the sacrament I1 would not take your
minds from this sacred ordinance as I1
realize the blessings to be received by
us in partaking thereof we should
remember that it is not pleasing in the
sight of the lord to partake of this
odordinancecnance or sacrament I1in a thouthought-
less

ht
manner but that we should comecome

here for the purpose of renewing our
covenants and of pledging ourseourselvesives
once more to remember the savior to
take upon us illshis name and to keep
illshis commandments that is to keep
all of them that have been revealed to
us to live lives of purity and to be de-
voted and obedient to the principles
ilehe has revealed for the salvation of
man

it is said and truly that without
faith it is impossible to please god
it may be as truthfully said that with-
out obedience it is impossible to
please gogodd 1 that without virtue with-
out truthtruthfulnessfuIness it is impossible to
please god it is not possible for us
to perform the labors that are required
of us as latter day saints to preach
the gospel among the nations to
gather together the people to build
temples and to perform in thosethose tem-
ples the labors that arearc necessary for
the salvation of the living and the dead

except we are aided by the holy
ghost the comforter it is not possi-
ble for menthomen who stand at the head of
this church to direct or to give coun-
sel in regard to the building up of the
kingdom of god in regard to the lo-
cation of new settlements in regard
to organizing branches wards and
stakes and the opening of missions
except they enjoy the holy ghost it
is not possible for us as apostles as
presidents of stakes as bishops of
wardsyards as presidents of quorumsqu as
presidents of associations to preside
with dignity and in a manner pleapieapleasingsim
to god unless we enjoy the holy ghost
it is not posspossibleibieible for us as parents to
preside in our familfamilieslestlesi to set good ex-
amples before them to set andund keep
our houses in order as it is necessary
they should be kept that wevye may have
salvation unless we enjoy the holy
ghost it is not possible for us as in-
dividualsdividuals to be saints unless wevve enjoy
tilethe holy ghost it was conferred up-
on every one of us when we were bap-
tized whencewhen we first embraced the gos-
pel and the lord has given us ample
instructions as to how we should live
as to the labors we should perform
and as to the lives we should lead in
order that we may enjoy the holy
ghost among other things the sacra-
ment was established by the savior
when liehe was here in person ilehe es-
tablished it again when he visited this
continent and set up his church
among the Nephites liehe has again es-
tablishedbablis hiedbiedfied it in the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints and it
seems to be very important that tthishis
sacred ordinordinanceance of tiletiie gospel should
be attended to frequently that byearby par-
taking of it we may witness to tilethe
lordalordbord that we are willing to take upon
us illshis name that we have not forgot-
ten him that wowe do keep his com-
mandmentsmandments and are still willing to
keep them and to walk according to
his counsel hence it is important
that all saints notlot only presiding off-
icers but all saints who have named
the name of jesus christ and entered
into covenant with god should meet
together often and partake of the sa-
crament and renew their covenants in
order that they may have the spirit of
the lord it is not pleasing in the
sight of the lord for us to partake of
the sacrament if there be hard feelings
in our hearts if there be jealousness
if there be enmity or strife if weve are
not in fellowship with one another if
we are not in fellowship with the
church if wevye are not keekeepingPiang the com-
mandmentsmandamemand mentsants of the lord if weve are not
living in peace if we are not obedient
to the counsels of heaven I1 say that
it is not pleasing in the sight of the
lord to partake of the sacrament un-
der such circumstances this is an
ordinaordinancenceuce that should be partakenpartakerpartaken of
properly

and with faith that weie will receively
increased portion of the holy spiritspirlitan world of sin ifif we were not in a

we were not in a world of trial and
temptation if evil was not in the
world aswellas wellweli as good if there were
not evil influences if tlthele spirit and

was chained anddarknessofpowerI1ower this life but goodlieretherethere was nothing in
if there was no evilotil iiiinspiration 11
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evil insinuations if none of these
things existed then we might possibly
manage totoi go through this world with-
out committing sin but we find that
as good iiss in the world so there is evil
As there iisS light in the world so there
is darkness we arearc subject to the
influences of evil to the powers of
darkness wearewe are liable to tempta-
tion godhangod has given us ouroun agency
and it Is found necessary that we
should have very particular instruc-
tions very complete organization and
perfect care thrown around us as the
saintsfaints of god under those circum-
stances in order that we may obtain
salvation it is not enough that welve be
baptized for the remission of sins
we need organisationorganization we need the
priesthood we need authority we
need power we need the blessing and
help of god from the beginning when
the elders go out into the world and
baptize for the remission of sins they
do not there leave the people they
are taught the necessity of other or-
dinancesdinances the necessity of gathering

i together the principle of tithing the
words of wisdomivisdom the necessity of
prayer all these doctrines are laid be-
fore them then organization is given
them not in perfection but in a pamprim-
itive form they have branches and
presidingreslesiding authorities elders priests
teacherse hernhers deacons etc to teach and
care fonlon them while they are in the
world and when they patFatfathertygatherhertoto zion
they have a more completecompheteFete organiza-
tion of stakes wards quorumsqu asso-
ciationsciations and the like so that every
man and everkevery women has a place and
a positionapposition they act as helpers excs
holtershor encouragersencouragers and all these are
necessary for the salvation of the peo-
ple for we tindfind as we become attach-
ed to the gospel of christ the evils of
the world come in upon us and they
cornecome with greater strength and power
to overcome and destroy us

there is a warfare in the earth be-
tween god and the power of evil the
lord has established this church the
father himself in person accompan-
ied by his sonkon jesus christ came and
laid the foundation of this work
they commenced it they establish-
ed it they have sustained and sup-
ported it it has not been sustained
and supportedsupporteglesl by the power of man
those who have stood faithful to tthisals
day whether they be many or fewfell
amonghmong the latter day saints have
stood by the blessing and power of
god no one that was living in the
days of nauvoo or in the days of
kirtland or that joined the church
during the lifetime of president
young and have faithfully endured to
the present time can arrogate to him-
self and herself that they lavehave so en-
dured in their own strength god has
sustained them the lord has given
them a testimony and established in
their hearts a knowledge of the truth
and the reason that this church is so
much more stable and solid cannot be
overthrown cannot be broken in upon
by those from the outside is that in
each individual heart is established a
knowledge that comes dhejay the gift of
god the holy ghost the religious
world so far as they have endeavored
to convert the latter day saints to
reform them and turn them from their
faith have failed they know not the
reason of their failure they cannot
understand whychy it is that the latter
day saints arearc not easily convertedyou cannot convert a latter day saintyou cannot change a latter day saint
into a methodist a presbyterian or a
romanromen catholic or cause him to join
any other denomination upon the face
of the earth there is not wisdom nor
power enough in the world to turn
one latter dayey saint from the truth
for every man woman and child that is
a latter day saintaint has established in
his arher heart acknowledge of the truth
they have a testimony of the truth
from god the father does not have
this testimony for the son or the
mother for the daughter or the priest
for the people but every individual
member of the church has a knowl-
edge of the truth for himhimselfselfseif an hon-
est man cannot turn from that which
he knows to be true an honest vir-
tuous good man is willing to lay
down hhisis life for the truth indeed
men devoted to errerrororareare found willing
to lay down their lives and have so
done in amny instances for it how
much more then will men be willing
to lay down their lives for that which
thethey know to be truth for the gospel
of christ have we a knowledge of
the principles of truth yes do the
apostles depend upon president tay-
lor who was so closely associated with
the prophet josephjospph in his lifetime and
at the time of hhiss death for a testi-
mony of the truth no Is there any
man dependent upon president taylor
for a knowledge of the truth no
there is not a member of the church
dependent upon any man for a knowl-
edgeededeedgec of the truth of this work the
earlyeaily members df the church never de-
pended upon joseph smith for their
testimony in regard to these things
it was not in the power of the prophet
to give that knowledge jesus him-
self if I1 read the scriptures correctly

had not the power to establish in the
hearts of illshis own apostles a knowl-
edge of the truth or even a knowledge
of his own character for when liehe
enquired of peter and the disciples as
to who the world said he was they an-
swered him that some said that he
was elias some that mehe was john the
baptist arisen from the leaddead etc
but said ilehe whom say ye that I1

am peter answered and
said thou art the christ the son of
the livingiving god gerMerwhereuponcupon the
savior informed him that lleshtiesh and
blood had not revealed that unto him
but his father which is in heaven
now itI1 there was a man at that time

who could possibly obtain in any other
way a knowledge as to who jesus was
and as to the truth of the borcworkborshehe es-
tablished that man was peter such
men as president taylor and tho first
apostles of the church would have if
it were possible obtained that knowl-
edge from the prophet joseph blitbilt
none of these men obtained their
knowledge in regard to these things in
that way and you may ask the saints
by the tens of thousands in the land of
zion todayto day as to how they learned
that joseph smith was a prophet of
god although a great many of them
never saw himgim andnd yet there are
many of them who knew him personal-
ly and they will tell you that their
knowledge of his character mission
and powerower was given to them of thelortlord we have hadbad this knowledge
established in our hearts aud we can-
notbotflyfly it we cannot close our eyes
upon it when we know what the
truth is we cannot fail to1tellteli itI t 1 and
there are people in the world ttodayto0 day
that look uponlipon us perhaps with no
degree of allowance and consider us a
very wicked people that if they bad
the same testimony that we have
would be as valiant in defence of the
truth as we are there arearc many such
people in the worldwo rid todayto day good hon-
est people are they methodists I1
presume so are they presbyteriansrians
and catholics and people belonging to
many other denominations yes and
there are honest men perhaps who do
not profess christ at all who claim to
be infidels and close their eyes to the
mission of christ that if they had the
knowledge we have they would be
just as valiant as we arearc todayto day they
could not help it for that testimony
would make them valiant and they
would be as difficult to turn from the
truth as are the latter day saints
the world have discovered that the
latter day saints cannot be turned
from their purposepu 0se cannot be convert-
ed and havingha inta failed to attain their
object 1in ththalthat way many advocate
strong measures being enacted against
us someborne go so far as to think we
should be exterminated others that
we should be placed under political
disabilities or hampered in some way
in order that our religious faith may
be crippled will they accomplish their
object by these maansmeans no such
treatment did not accomplish anything
with the son of god nor with his a-
postles and it did not accomplish any-
thing with daniel or with his breth-
ren who were cast into the fleryfiery fur-
nace it did not change their senti-
ments and their faith and it will not
change ours wowe cannot deny the
truth we may have troublesps in this
life many of us may see sorrow in this
life but none of us will ever see what
the savior saw in that regard none
of us will suffer as ilehe suffered al-
though his mission was but a shortshort
one our mission may belongbe longiong and
our sufferingring may possibly in some in-
stances be continuous but wewc will
not be called to suffer as much as he
suffered yet we may look for perse-
cution but the lord will overruleover rule
all things for our good ilehe will sus-
tain this kingdom and ilehe will build
it up in spite of all other kingdoms in
the earth for it is illshis right to do so
the earth is the lords and the falness
thereof and the peopeoplespeoplespiesples the nations
andandoneane kingdoms that arearc upon the
earth all belong to the lord we are
his childrenchildren and ilehe has the right to
control and dictate in all the affairs of
men helie has the right to overruleover rule
the conduct of men to serve his pur-
poses to overruleover rule the wars between
the nations of the earth ilehe has the
right to break down nations to change
the form of government to cause re-
volutions and in all things to do that
which him good ilehe has the
right to do all this just as liehe broke
off theth colonies from the mother coun

established religious liberty thus
making it possible for illshis kingdom
to be established upon this land

now as welve discover the world op-
posed to us beelin no doubt in a
great many instances that they are do-
ing gods service in bringing every-
thingtji to bear against whatwhai they con-
sider a ververy wickedI1 people what is
the proper thingping for the saints to do
for their protection this is an im-
portant

in
matter when surrounded by

enemies a wise man would take the
precaution to protect himself from
destruction what then shall we do10
that we may not hehe trodden down
broken to pieces and scattered or des-
troyed that we may remain in this
land that wevye may not be removed as
we were from missouri from illinois
and from ohio what shall we do
that wevve may not be brought into bond-
age but may remain a free people
that is free to do the will of god and
to buildupbuild up illshis kingdom upon the
earth the mission we are called upon
to perform the most important mat-
ter that I1 know of is not to prepare
our arms not to prepare for war but
to prepare for peace to keep the com-
mandmentsmand ments of the lord to discharge
with fidelity to god every obligation
we are under to him to keep sacred-
ly his laws and to be found in the dis-
charge of our duty preaching the
gospel gacatheringatheringtherin the poor building
temples establishestablishinging home industries
becoming a self sustaining people
providing for our necessities provid-
ing employment that none may need
providing for tiletiie poor nursing the
sick calcaicaringing for those who need com-
fort seeking to do the will of god in
all things abstaining from intemper-
ance from profanity from corruptionscorrupt ions
of every name and nature seeking to
be not as the world but to be indeed
the saints of god striving to be auluni-
ted listening to coucounselnEel seeking to
live so that the spirit of the lord may
inspire our hearts andaud lirepreparepareparo us for

the responsibilities that are upon us
let our positions be what they may
home missionaries foreign mission-
aries men presiding in the church in
the stakes in the quorumsQu in the as-
sociations in the institutions of learn-
ing each and all standing in their
proper place doing the win of god
for we nave no battlesbatties to iinighttight0litifif we
be the saints of our god he will
fight our battles if battles are
to be fought the wicked will
slay the wicked and the right-
eous will be left free the lord
has been veryver good to us in giving us
this land anlinand in enabling us to main-
tain peace therein up to the present
time it is a land that is admirably
adapted to the necessities of this
growing kingdom the water supplies
are not very great and as we have
multiplied the water sources have been
almost all utilized yet the fountains
of water have increased in many parts
of the country and where but a few
families a tewlew years ago could be ac-
commodatedcommobateddateddated on a stream say a half a
dozen families or tilethe like todayto day we
have fifty to a hundred families on
that same stream with a constant and
abundant supply of water and the
lord has changed the seasons fruits
are hardier and some that are not so
hardhardy arearc doing and thriving well in
our landlindland the blessing of theile lord
has been over the land and peace has
reigned in it and it will continue to
I1reign if we but do the will of the lord
he will overrule and control all those
agencies that may be brought against
us from the outside if we willwin but listen
to the voice of counsel here at home
that voice of counsel is within the
reach of every family in every neigh-
borhoodbo he has given totoo this peoplepepie
the priesthood heile has placedlaced it up-
on almost every man in zionzion almost
every man bears a portion of the holy
priesthood or Melchisedek

I1 we are almost a nation of priests of
high priests seventies elders men
bearing the priesthood and authority
of GOTgoigod weve have each of us the right
to approach the throne of grace to
hear from the father to receive coun-
sel to receive inspiration in regard to
the duties that devolve upon tysus that

I1 we may not go astray every man who
is called to preside as a bishop in a
ward is entitled to the holy spirit to
guide him in his labors so is every
man who presides overovera a family or in
a quoquorumruin or who is placed in a

i tion to lead and instruct the people
that is the reason that the lord has
given us such a host of ministers for
every man who holds the priesthood is
a minister of righteousness and is ex-
pected to admiadministerhisteraister in his calling in
thetiie midst of the people in the world
wherever he is located at home or a-
broad we have thousands of such
men our settlements are full of
theathelthem chev are the men who build the
houses and decorate them and they
do the business that Is done in zion
among our people they are ministers
ofof ririghteousness and if the people
will swepkeep the commandments of god
his hand will be stretched out in their
behalf to save and protect them from
harm

now when I1 assert that the latter
day saints cannot be converted or
turned from the truth I1 donotdo not mean
to say that there are none who turn
away from the gospel there are
many who lose their faith many who
go into sin many who apostatize but
are they saints of GOGgoa no do
those that apostatize live the lives of
saints no if they were saints en-
joying the spirit of the lord it wouldsylriabebe impossibleae for them to apostatize
A man cannot deny the truth when ththee
spirit of god is burning in his bosom
but by transgressing the laws of god
by neglect and sin men lose their tes-
timony and are taken up by the I1 jos-
ephitesephites or by some otherotiler class of
people and perhaps improved I1
trust they arearc butchenbut when it colestocomes to
converting a latter day saint a man
who keeps the commandments of god
and lives according to the principles
of the gospel as lahdlaid down by the pro-
phetath1 et joseph smith it cannot be done
theyey may labor here as missionaries
from now to doomsday they nevernever
can get one latter day saintaint to join
any of their religious denominations
strenuous efforts arearc beinbeing made to
capture our children as gthoughough there
were not children enough in the world
requiring their attention they might
leave us to manage our own clildrenchildrenlidren
but they think they stand a better
show to convert children than grown
people if the truth were not ground-
ed innii our hearts wevye would be liable
to conversion hutbutbut inasmuch as wevve
keep the commandments of the lord
and enjoenjoy the holy ghost we cannot
be aurrielturned

we have no fears in rezardregard to the
wonwork of the lord because it is just as
plain to us as the sun at noonday that
the kingdom of god will endure and
will not be given to another people if
the saints will be faithful the church
and kingdom of god will be safe god
will be honored and illshis purposes ac-
complishedcomplished in the earth and a purepure
peoplekeople will growgrovv up here such as the
lordord will delight to come and dwell
among

the organization of the church of
god is perfect we find at the head of
every quorum of deacons three arcare
appointed to preside the same with
the teachers priests and elders the
seventies have seven men to preside
ovoverer each quorum and all these vari-
ous quorums are expected to hold
meetings and classes so that they may
be instructed in their various duties
that menmaybemaydemay be preparepreparedd to preach the
gospel in the nations of tilethe earth
thenihen we have organizations of the
youna people the mutual improve

ment associations which are intend
ed to embrace all the young people oiof
zion but we find in our visits
throngthroughh the country that complaints
are madem ade that the youngyoun people are
not all enrolled many favekavehave not been
brought to see the importance of join-
ing these associations wellweli now if
it were leftleft to the chichildren entirely how
many of them would go to school at
the age of eeightlit ten or twelve years
not many butnut there is a proper influ-
ence brought to bear upon children byb
their parents school houses anand
teachers are provided and then the
children are sent to school after a
while as the children grow older they
begin to see the importance of knowl-
edge and then it doesnoes not take very
much exertion on the part of parents
to get the children to attend school in
the somewaysamesam wayeway those who have didenti
fledfiedthemselves with these associations
begin to see the importance of their
connection therewith but those who
are on the outside need to be instruct-
ed in regard to the importance of these
things and an influence should be
brought to bear upon them in that di-
rection they should be taken early
in life many of them have been left
alone until it is too late or later than

to have been at the age of
twelve or fourteen years they should
be introduced into the lesser priest-
hood and thus learn something of the
authority of the lord they should
be educated in the principles of the
gospel and have faith established lnin
their hearts this should be done by
experienced people but they have
been more or less neglected until we
have hundredseds todayto day that are ttwentywN en ty
years of age that bear no priesthood
at all when they get to that age they
become more or less set in their ways
they desire to be free they dont care
to be hampered with religion or any-
thing of that kind nowI1 my brethren
and sisters parents in zion bishops
leading men in the wards and stakes
see to it that the young peopeoplePle receive
proper instruction segsee to it that thethey
are not neglected as those of whom 1
have been speaking have been neglect-
ed in thetiie past let fathers and moth-
ers be anxious in regard to their sons
and daughters let those who are yet
young be brought into the mutual im-provementpro associations and classes
that they may have the advantage of a
rcreligious1Iivious training in the church there
I1is bothinothing on earth of greater value to
your chilgrenchichildrenlaren than a knowledge of the
truth I1 know of no gift that could be
given to my children fromfroin among men
that would compensate for thetheirr beinsbeing
deprived of the knowledgee that god
has established his churchchure and king-
dom

0

upon the earth that joseph
smith was a prophet of god that je-
sus christ is the son of god and that
god lives to deprive them of this
knowledge nothing could compensate
for its loss then if we so consider
these things laweif we are so firmly estab-
lished in ilthe truth and value it so
much let us see to it that our children
are not neglected at eight years tiof
age they should be baptized for remis-
sion of their sins anaandandana become mem-
bers otof the church and as they get
older see that they are brought into
the schools associations and classes
see too that they are taught at home
in regard to prayer family worship
etc let them not be neglected for if
they are neglected and ggo0 astray your
hearts willawill be barren and sorrowfulyou nmarmay be very firm and solid your-
selves butut in the loss of a son or a
daughter through neglect yourour hearts
will be made sorrowful ghethe cathol-
ics are very careful in reregardard to their
children and I1 respect themZem for it
they are very careful to educate their
children in regard to tilethe catholic
faith not that I1 would have my child-
ren become catholics but I1 would
have the same care that they display in
this matter displayed in the care otof
the children of the latter day saints
early life is the time when they should
be trained then indelible impres-
sions can be made in their minds
how difficult it is when men have
grown up in the world with ideas that
are prevalent in the world in regard
to god the savior relirellreligionlor1 etc lowhoff
difficult it is to bring themhern into the
church andI1 getet thosethos ideas eradicated
from their minds I1 have heard elder-
ly brethren who were brought upup as
methodists say that it was almost im-
possible for them to rid themselves of

methodism one of the earliest rev-
elationselatlonsions givencogiven to the church charges aliail
parents having children in zion to
teach them faith in god faith in jes-
us christ and that when they arrive
at the age of eight years they should
be baptized fortor remission of their sins
this is a law that has been before us

since 1831 many years before I1 was
born now I1 wonder if this law hahai

not been neglected by the latter day

saints generally forgotten or ove-
rlooked havellave wevye noneennot been careless inia

this regard let every father and
every mother question their 00oiva
hearts on this matter and if they harbhave
been negligent let them reform and
see that ththeyeye y 6be more careful in the
future than they have been in the past
indeed ialetiet me exhort you my breth-
ren andand sisters s you who stand atatthethe

heads of families wards and quor
ams to be of a truth educators of the

people teaching them not only intheluthein th-
eory but in practice in your lives
walking so that you may be the 11211171

of a sun instead of a moon and testda
great improvement may be found auill
around

and that god may sustain usous in-
spire our liheartscarts and help us to di-
scharge with fidelityfidelia every duty tbt
the testimony god Khasas given us may
grow and increase in our hearts is MYwj
prayer in tilotho name of jesus ammenarmed


