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following: *“‘Mr. and Mrs. M—— are
spending the month of August,with their
dl;?'ling babe,. at the M—— homestead in
Avondale.”! ““Mrs, C— and children are
spending a few weeks in the country.”
“nfiss A. Young, of Indianapolis, will
visit Miss M—— next week,”” “Mr. D.
C—— and Mr. M—, of Covington, are
among the agreeable young men who
have lately arrived in this city.” *“Mrs,
R. B—— and her beautiful accomplished
daughter, spent the week with friends in
Defiance, Ohio.” “Mrs. J. W enter-
tained a lunch party on Wednesday.”

These few extracts, which I have se-
lected at random from amidst pages of
such trivialities in an American paper
of good standing, show the manner in
which our fair and unfair transatlantic
cousins advertise themselves. Surely the
“agreeable young men’’ of Covington
ought to feel highly gratified at their
praises being so openly set forth in the
press, or perhaps there are so few ‘‘agree-
able young men” in the siates that these
special ones are considered a rara avis.
In the fature, Americans will, no doubt,
read along with their morning news the
interesting fact ‘‘Miss of this city
aneezed violently three times yesterday
morning before breakfast,” or “Dr. So-
and-so is going to give up taking sugar
in his tea.” Perhaps we wrong our
aspiring journalists across the herring
pond, and these are inserted and paid for
as a matter of course like the more stale
and prosaic notices of births, marriages,
and deaths in the newspapers of the *‘old
country;’’ it so what a splendid “pile”
Yankee newspaper proprietors must
make. Sweet are the uses of adver ise-
ment!

SURYEY OF ALASKA.

The United Btates surveylng parly
which has been inthe fleld for several
sessons has Just completed the survey
of the southeastern boundary of Alaska,
and will wake ita report to the Alaskan
poundary evmmission. This latter

body was appuiuted by the Britlsh and
United States governmen sto determine
the | ne between the two cuuntriee.
The report of the Canaudian surveyors
also has been made, and as the two
parties disagree materially in their
conelugions, 1t 18 poseible that the
commissioners also will fail to agree,
and the whole matter will become the
subject of further diplomatic corre-
spondence.

When the Ualted States purchased
Alaska from Russia, there was no dis-
pute as Lo the czar having sovereiguty
over what is now known as Boutheast
Alaska. In fact this was acknowledged
by tbe annual payment of $12,000 to
the Russiape, by the Hudson Bay
company, for privileges 1n the district
referred to., But that distriet shuts
from the coast a vasi exteot of British
Columbian territory north of latitude
54 deg.40 min,;and whileitis a thio strip
of land, yet it includes all the ports,and
the only outlet to the Yukon eountry
ja through them, to the material beoe-
fit of the U, B. treasury, or by an In-
terior journey south to Port Simpson,
The Yukon country is rich with gold,
and the interior is becoming of con-
siderable commercial imporiance; as
it eaunot be developed except by way
of Boutheast Alaska, 1t is easily un-
derstood why the ciaim is now put
forth by England that Russia did not
cede the dlstriet to the United States.

The treaty between Russia and this
government provides  that ‘the
Alaskan boundary shall commeuce

from the southernmost point of the
Prince of Wales island, in the parallel
ot 54 deg. 40 min, north latitude, and
along the channel known as the Port-
land canal until the 56th degree of
north latitude is reached; from which
point the line of demarcation is to be
along the summit of the mountain
range sit uated parallel to the coast, ex-
cept that when the summit of such
mountain range shall be more than
ten marine leagues (thirty miles) from
the coast, the line of demarcation shall
be at the ten marine Jeagues limit, and
follow the coast windings.

There are mountains all along near-
er than the ten-league limit, and the
English ¢claim that these should be
regarded as a mountain cbain paral-
lel with the coast, The American
surveyors, how-ver, point out that
there is no chain of mountains para's
leling the seashore, but that the
Alsskan mountain peaks follow the
trend of the streams. and are more at
right angles to the coast than parallel
with it. Therefore they claim thatthe
ten-league limit should prevail.

Tnis is the question which the
boundary commission is called to de-
ciie. I they agree, then the matter
wiil be settled, But the prospect 1=
that they will not, The commercial
interests of the English are euch as to
cuuse theéem to Insist that a row o
mountain peaks running along the
coaet, though they belong to distinet
spurs or chains, are to be regarded a8 a
mouutain range in the 1dea of the
treaty, as otherwise there would be no
mountain range paralleling the coast if
this view were not taken, Obviously
the A wericans eannot consent to this
prposltion, ss the survey shows there
actually is no mountain range in the
poeition described. They point out that
the provision in the trealy fcr the ten-
league limit is evidence that the
muskers did pot kmow whether the
mountains formed a range or not; but
that if they did they wanted to inti-
eatethe summit as & boundary, and ir
not, then the teu-league limit was to
be in force.

The settlement of this question will
dispore of southeast Alaska. Lf It gues
the Enoglish way, then the indenta-
tious on the coast pass through the
mountaine and give to the British
seaports on thelr own soil. [f it does
not, then the development of the
Yukon country will add more to
American than to English revenues.
It does not seem probable, however,
that the United Statee members on the
commiseion ever will consent to jump-
iog from one isolated peak to another
inorder to create an imaginary moun-
tain range parallel with the coast; but
that the matter will have to be deter-
mined between the two gevernments
‘lilreot. and on the ten-league limit
ine, 2

ARGUMENT AGAINST CREMATION.

———

The question of how to dispose of
the dead 8o as to insure against dapger
to the living bas of late years been

much discussed, and cremation has
found many earnest advocates in this
country as well as abroad.

Many of the ancient nations are
known to have committed their dead
to the tlames, and especially their
heroes, who were cremated With their
tnost valued possessions. In Egypt,

however, the bodies were carefully
embalmed. The Jews generally de-
posited them in vaults, but in times of
contagious disesses the bodies in later
times were buried in the Valley of To-
phet, as were probably also corpses of
criminals for which nobody eared. Ure-
mation is still customary among many
heathen nations.

Looking at the matter froma a purely
sanitary point of view and aside from
religious considerations, it bas always
been e¢laimed by those who advocate
cremation that cemeteries are a con-
stant menace to the health of the peo-

ple living in the vieinity. A certain
amount of poisonous gas always
escapes from places, finding its

way iuto the dwelling houses or con-
taminating the drinking water. It is
claimed that sufferings from diarrb e,
beadache and sore throal are gen-
eral to people who live near grave
yarde, and also that burial in metallic
coffine in vaunlte is more dangerous
than ordinary burial. On this
ground cremation is urged a8 the beat
method, insuring absolute safety to
the living.

At a recent ocongress of the
British Institute ot Puablic Health
Sir Francis BSeymour delivered
an aduress against cremation and for
burial in the earth, meeting the objec-
tion referred to squarely and in comn-
vineing argumeunts. He poiuts out,
however, that burial 18 proper only
when the corpse is allowed to come in
contact with the disinfecting earth,

I'he law, be says in substance, is that
inasmuch as everything that lives dies,
and everything that dies returns to the
earth, the earth 18, and has been since
the world began, the daily and hourly
reciplent of & mass of dead and eflete
mutter. The earth is the sole agent
in the disinfection and the chief factor
in the resolution of the whole of this
enormous and otherwise poisonous
mass. This resolution, which is only
apother name for the re-entry into
pew and harmless combinations
of this vast residuum, is but a neces-
sary step to its revivification and
reanimation —a condition precedent,
that ie to say, to & complete repair of
all losses imcurred throughout the
globe by death and aecay; to the
maintenance of its populations and of
all other forms of lire, apimal as well
a8 vegetable; to the purification and
replenishment of all rivers and springe;
1o the renewal of the atmosphere 1tsell;
snd in & word, to the re-formation and
re-establishment, in all its luxuriance,
healthfulpess and beauty of the earth’s
suriace. This law the cremation sovie-
ties think they can improve upon.

It is a common belief that
a buried body becomea  part
of the eclay to which we ‘ocum-

mit it. This the lecturer denies. He
says a properly buried bouy—buried in
guch & way that the earth may have
access to it—does not remain in the
earth but returns to the atmospbere.
The earth aflects it in no way what-
ever, The part played by the soil is
that of & medium between it and the
airabove, Through this mediom the
air filters and, when it reaches the
body, oxidizes it—that 18 to say, re-
solves it inte new and harmless -
products; snd then these new pro-
ducts, passing upward through the
same medium, re-enter the atmosphere
and become elements of its renewal



