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country it would not be necessary if
their lands were ploughedsloughedhed properly but
as their plows are only poor shovel
ploughs at best it makes quite a dif-
ference one reason why they can
keep their lands so grit is that
when once laid out they can guide
their animals in the same furrowsyear after year there being no cross
ploughingsloughinghing

the more board or iron part on
i the point of an oriental plough

Is removable one handle only
teits used the pole goes clear
through between the animals so as to
fasten it onto the yoke the yokes for
the oxen cows donkeys camels or
what not in use for the purpose vary
according to the financial ability of the
ownersowner if he is poor his yoke is but a
pole with bows or ropes or some contrivance around the amianimalsmals neck itif
he Is in better circumstances he has a
better yoke for his animals ttit is a
great sight to see donkeys hitched up
in this way anaji animal which is really
not buit for draft but for burden
work but greater is the sight to see
a donkey weighing four or five hundred
pounds hitched in with a camel many
timtimes a cow and a horse or a cow or
ox and a donkey and so on teams in
the oddest possible way put together
torfor work and they are asked to do
things really impossible for them to do
well of course they do it in a way
but how Isie it done villagers that are
more progressive and in better local-
ities than others have oxen and horses
cheb though never good are far in
advance of the ordinary but in all
this stretch of country no trees let the
eye wander where it will nothing but
the barren hills could be seen

along the road brother maycock the
leader of our quartette tuned up our
whistles and soonscon we were making

the hills ring with the songs of zion
toward evening we were singing hall
to the prophet etc when we sudden-
ly run into a crowd of beduinobedulna
ably twenty five all armed and wild
lookinglookinir chaps we had not seen them
until right inan among them so we kept
oteob until we came to the last verse when
we quit seeing that we had many fol-
lowing ostensibly to listen but who
knows for what else if an opportunity
had afforded itself the sight was ex
citing our driver whipped up and
they ran some on foot and some on
liohorseback one undertook to ride but
one of us rose up and brushed him off
taterlater on they gave it up as we were
hearing the where we were to
topstop over night A beduhn be he ever
0voo honest Is still a hard looking cus-
tomer
at the village we were housed by an

oldld arab who took in travelers in the
tnmorningorning they proved how they obtain
fuel in the country where no wood
could be found in the morning the
women of the khan went to work
bright and early to sweep the yard
which had accommodated donkeys and
camels to its fullest capacity the
donkey and camel chips were carefully
gathered in and put into a solveseive thezutdust was sifted outsout after which they
were gathered for cooking fuel in
some places the chips of the animals
aream carefully gathered in by the women
who put water on them and work them
tyby tramping or other processes after
which they are worked into sizes about
the size and shape of a rdedie tin and plas-
tered on the side ot the house to ddryra
when dry they are fit torfor home con-
sumption or for the market where they
are kept in stock for sale at one vil-
lage we had our eggs cooked by a brisk
fire industriously kept alive with chips
in brick form by an arab woman
the eggs were cracked up for being

mongamong the best we can have the
gathering and the abilay of being able
to take care of the chips is a necessary
accomplishment of a fellah lady they
would of course rather do that than

go for miles to gather weeds and pack
them home for as a rule she must fur-
nish it

hama is a town of about in-
habitants it is located low in the val-
ley of the orontes itft has an immense
lot of water wheels for hoisting water
some of them looked to be as much asaa
fifty fet in diameter these axeare used to
lift the water of the river up into high
viaducts which convey the water into
gardens and houses

dr took us upon a high hill
in town where we obtained a fine pan-
orama view of the city and its gardens
which was quite charming and then
the oriental houses in the different
quarters of the town having here and
there a monument towering into the
air I1i

all is well with the company in our
crew of six including the teamster we
can handle eight languages and still
in the distribution we are short
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SOUTHERN STATES MISSION

the news has been permitted to
publish the following

chattanooga tennessee
may 1898

presidents woodruff cannon and
smith salt lake city utah

deaxdear brethren I1 find pleasure in in-
forming you that all Is well in the mis-
sion the health of the elders is gener-
ally good and the work Is progressing
nicely allaal along the line

the elders are meeting with much
success in donverconvertingting and baptizing
the people organizing and establish-
ing branches of the church and sunday
schools and building church houses
many of which are very creditable
buildings

in their labors among the people they
axeare making friendsfriendeldef of many of the in-
fluentialfluent ial citizens baptizing not a fwfew
of them the persistent energy of the
elders is telling on the decaying and
dying systems of men this fact is
patent to all and is commented on fa-
vorably by friends and those who are
not ayed by violent prejudices
others not so friendly or so fearfair minded
axeare influenced by other than sentiments
of a friendly feeling and good will
this class many of whopwhom are minis-
ters and proprietors or01 papers are
making violent efforts to destroy our
influence in the communities where we
are laboring sometimes their efforts
are not without success for in some
cases they have stirred up much bitter-
ness against us and have driven us
from their midst but only for a short
time for we almotalmot invariably return
when the spirit of the lord indicates
in many instances where we have re-
turned atterafter being driven from certain
localities the revulsion of sentiment
hushas been so marked that ft has aston-
ished the people themselves and they
have wondered and mmarveledarve ledL usually
in such cases the eldersalders as the ser-
vants of the lord come out victorious
over all their foes many cases have
developed in the mission of violent
persepersecutorspersecutorcuto rs and robbers becoming Ppen-
itent reand obeying the gospel and ac-
cepting baptism at the hands of the
very elders whom they have hereto-
fore reviled and persecuted the elders
refer to cases where robbers havlac
cepter the gospel and on meeting them
have wept bitterly that they were so
blind so perverse and wicked as to
persecute the servants of the lord and
seek the distdestructionruction of his work all
these experiences are simisimilarlar to those
you have met with in your labors in
the ministry abroad and are being met
with by all the servants of the lord
in the different missions in the earth

while the war spirit laIs abroad and
there is much enthusiasm and patriot

i ism manifested by the people yet the
people are calm and sober minded

loyal to the nation and sympathetic to-
wards the administration there is no
occasion for the saints to feel any
concern for the welfare of their sons
husbands and fathers now laboring in
the south I1 anaam of the opinion that
they will fare well at the hands of the
people at this time for there is a strong
fraternal feeling growing up among
this people for those of the north and
west at this crucial period in the his-
tory of the nation there seems to be a
strong feeling of brotherhood growing
in the hearts of the people for those
once considered to be their mortal
enemies that is really refreshing and
cheering while war is a terrible thing
to come to a nation yet in this case I1
sometimes think that it will prove to
be a blessing in that it will bring the
people of the north and south closer
together and do away with th strong
prejudices that have so long existexistedsted I1
shall trust that this will be the happy
conclusion of this war that is no upon
us

with all the weaknesses of the peo-
ple of the south they are ELa good peo-
ple and when better known will be bet-
ter appreciated than they have been innin
the past I1 feel to never tire of speak-
ing of their good qualities I1 feel that
our people should be very grateful to
this people for their great kindness
and consideration to the elders they
can afford to be generous and forgiving
towards them torfor the ills that they
have heaped on the few elders when
they stop to consider the many kind-
nesses that they continually bestow on
the great number of elders that are
constantly in theirthedr midst they are
guests of honor if taken in to the
homes of the people our people ought
to be the most hospitable of any people
to be found on the globe for lessons
of hospitality are always before them
from which to learn

my health has not been better for
years all tnin the office are enjoying
good health

were the elders here to speak they
would join me in love pd kindest re-
gards most truly your brother
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IN conference SWEDEN

malmo may 2 1898

the readers of the news have been
without a letter from conference
for so long that some of them may
think it no longer exists the truth is
that though small no conference in
scandinavia shows greater vitalivitalitytr
than this i

two years ago only three
arles were laboring here the aea
prevalent that all the honest seekers
after truth had been gathered fut but
fortunately elder C N lund thought
otherwise

in the fall of 1896 several missionmissionariesarief
were appointed to labor in this con-
ference and malmo alone had fouwfou
energetically canvascanvassinging the city sev-
eral memmembersbers of the salvation army
began investigating and soon their
leading musicians and singers were asaa

to make the meetings of the A

saints interesting
sister alma lofstrom led the way

through being baptized by an author-
ized servant of god on marchmahma h 7 1897
and she was followed by thirteen other
members of the army who are today
good faithful latter day taints

the officers of the army soon pro-
hibited the members from going to
the mormon hall but this brought
nearly every member here and a i

large proportion of our audience nearly
every sunday Isie from the salvation
armyy A week ago our semisemiannualannual

aarmconference was held in this city el-
der hanson reported eighty four bap
clems in conference during tbthe
baatlas t twelve months and ninety five per I1

cent were grown persons


