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NE OF THE
bebests t novels
verever written
about C 0 n
stantin ople as
it is today is
cppaula u I1 pat-
ooffff byb y F
marion craw-
ford I1 read
the story dur
ing my stayrKnlclrk s t- iIJ in turkey a
few yearsy e a rs
agnandago and have

reviewed it since the sultan has been
having trouble with the armeniansArmen ians I1
bad just finished the second reading
when I1 met its author here in washing
wntoo and had a most interesting chat
WAwith him about turkish matters mr
crwford has spent months in constan-
tinopleti during this time he was very
doseclose to many of the leading turkish
officials and had a good chance to study
their civilization he has traveled over
most parts of asiaI1 minor and has been
ita number ofbf times through the regions
between the black and caspian seas

during our chat the subject otof the
massacres came up mr crawford evi-
dently thinks there are two sides to the
story and that all of the truth has not
yet been said he 1I have no
doubt butbat that the armeniansArmen ians are beinbeing9
badly treated but the story of the mas-
sacre must I1 think have been exagger-
ated this is not the first time they
hivehave been persecuted by the turks
why there are only armeniansArmen ians
all told and these have it seems
to me been massacred a dozen times
over airing my personal recollection
armenia is you know veryverv close to

le russia if matters are really so bad as
thethey are painted it would seem to me
that the armeniansArmen ians coull flee across the

x boundary the russians are irlam tor get them and the armeniansArmen ians prosper
among ahm

1 I metamet a great many armeniansArmen ians dur-
ing my travels throughout the east and
I1 doubt whether they are the innocent
confiding christians that
the american people believe them to
be my experienceperience with them is that
hey are the sharpest shrewdest and

trickiestidest of all the eastern people they
ly in turkey that it takes ten jews to

Armeni anand five armeniansArmen ians

to equal one persian in sharp business
dealings they have many able men
among them and I1 doubt not that their
leaders have to a certain extent fomented
this trouble hoping that the govern-
ments of europe would interfere and
that armenia would be entirely freed
from turkish rule

how about the kurdsburds
the kurdsburds are a very rude rough

people replied mr crawford theythe y
are fanatical edans and thetheirir
religious feeling against the armeniansArmen ians
is increased by their business dealings
with them the armeniansArmen ians get the
kurdsburds drunk and then cheat them out
ofA their property you must remember
that the armeniansArmen ians are the merchants
of that part otof the country they do
all the business and they often get the
better of the bargain with the unsophis-
ticated kurdsburds

how did you find the turks
they are inin many ways a very decent

ppeopleeople 11 replied mr crawford 1I
assure you I1 would rather trade with a
turk or a jew inin any part of the east
than with a christian I1 have the high-
est respect for christianity but the
christians of the east are not like us
the business men among them are to a
largejarge extent a set of sharpers so much
so that the word oriental christian in
the minds of eastern travelers is almost
synonymous with that of thief the
turks are as a rule very devout
nearly all of them read the Kkoranoran and
even the men of the better classes are
careful to conform to the details of
everyday mohammedan worship I1
know otof one vveryery prominent turk who
is noted for his liberality who is never-
theless constant in his attendance on
the mosques and who prays five times
a day hee has a costly rug upon which
he always kneels when he turns his
face toward mecca and makes his
prayers this rug is carefully watched
that nothing unclean may touch it if a
dog should happen to run over it the
whole family would be excited and the
house would be turned upside down
until it was purified the mohammed
dans in fact are more rigid in the
practice of their religion than we are
they are not ashamed of their faithanafaithfaithandand
you see many merchants sitting and
reading the koran in bazaars during the
intervals of trade they will say their
prayers when the time comescome no matter
what is going on about them they
keep all the fast days in kamannRamazin
which is the mohammedan lent it is
against the laws of the koran to eat and
smoke during the day time and iromfrom
sunrise to sunset they will not allow a
morsel of food to pass their mouths
they will not smoke and many of them
will not even swallowsallow their spittle
many of the better class of mohammed

dans contend that their religion isisbetter than ours on account ot its sani-
tary rules it prescribes you know the
details of mans daily life the mo-
hammedanham has to take a certainbertain number
of baths he has certain habits of eat-
ing and drinking he shaves his head
with the exception olof a lock on the
crown and he will not eat certain kinds
of meat

how about the sultan and the turks
of constantinople are they very relig-
ious

you do not get a good idea of the
turks iromfrom the people of constantino-
plepie rerepliedplied mr crawford that city
is madede up of a mixture of races the
turks out in the country often have
long beards and fair faces they are
more like the persians than like the
people of the other nations of the
levant

As for the sultan continued mr
crawford heishe is not a turk at least
he is not one in the minds olof some peo-
ple throughoutt the levant he is sup-
posed by many to be of Ariarmenianhenian birth
and he has been nicknamed the ar-
menian coachman from a story that
his real father was not the su tan but
an armenian who drove one of the
coaches in which the ladies of the
harem took their outing of course
this nickname is not uttered above a
whisper in constantinople it would
not be satesafe every one however has
heard the story and the features ot the
sultan add some lorceforce to it he boks
more like an armenian than a turk

it may be that he wishes to give the
lie to the story by the persecution of the
armeniansArmen ians said 1I

1I dont know about that replied
mi crawford he wwould probably
like to stand well with his subjects
he is said to be much in fear of assas-
sinationsmasi tion and he seldom goes out of his
palace except on hisbis way to the mosque
near by at which he prays every fri-day

ri
I1 have been told that he some-

times getsgels up at night and goes
from one guard to another examin-
ing their revolvers to see if they are
properly loaded

hereheie the conversation turned toI1 paul and mr crawford sur
me by saying that itsife wonderfuldescriptions were penned bom memory

in italy after he lettleft constantinople and
nutnot from notes on ththa groundheie had a phenomenal power of carry-
ing the details of things in his mindhe photographs them as it were on
the sensitive plates of his brain and de-
velops the negatives as they are neededfor his work I1 asked him a number ofquestions as to how he wrote his novelsnovelreferring to an interview whichv I1 hahadsome time ago with frank stockton rtinwhich mr stockton said that he thought


