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lake a has many beautiful
islands the most of them are rocky
ragged mountain peaks which have
their bodies under the water and a
thin coating of soil on the rocks above
it eight of the islands are inhabited
and these are cultivated to the very
tops of the mountains itif the
states could be as carefully tilled as
the parts of peru through which I1
have traetraveledled where every available
bit of land is used it would I1 believe
furnish enough food for all of the peo-
ple of the world and leave enough
grain left to ighut the chicago markets
during a corner on wheat patches
of soil as big as a bed quilt are sur-
rounded with stones and carefully
tilled bits of land between the rocks
are green with scanty crops of pota-
toes barley and quinoa which are
about the only things that will grow at
this altitude and you see people work-
ing on the sides of hills where they
almost have to hold on with one hand
while they rude little hoes of
this part of the world with the other
this grubbing for a bare existence goes-
on over the greater part of the pla-
teau in which lawe Titi caca lies it
is the plateau which formed the chief
center of the inca civilization which
prevailed here when the spaniards
came lake Titi caca was the center of
civilization generations older than that
of the incas and upon its shores still
stand ruins so old that the incas could
not tell the spaniards anything about
them and only said that the mighty
monuments were made by a race of
giants who lived about this lake be-
fore the sun appeared in the heavens
these ruins are those which lie near
the little town they cover
an area of about three milesgrilles and con

alst of the remains of massive walls
terraced mounds and the ruins of a
great edifice which is sometimes called
the temple this building covered
about four acres and it was made of

e blocks of black stone each tthirtyhirty
inches thick the stones like those of
the famed buildings oiof cuzco were
fitted together without mortar and
were so carefully laid that it was im
possible to insert a knife blade be-
tween them from these ruins some of
the most curious archaeological reliesrelics
have been taken many of the most val-
uable having been secured by prof
adolfe bandolierbandoleerBan dolier who is spending his
life in this region as the collector torfor
the new york museum

professor bandolierbandoleerBan dolier has made many
new discoveries and investigations
about lake Titicaca and he tois inclined
to believe that the most of what has
jeenbeen published boutabout some parts of this
region is almost pure fiction he hadha
spent months upon wandisland

which some authorities claim was the
garden of Ebidedded of the inca mythology
the spot upon which their adam and
eve first lived upon earth and from
which they started out to found cuzco
and build up the race Acordingaccording to this
theory our first parents were the
children of the sun there were two
ofif them manoo capac and mimemama oello
chis sister wife onzi this account so80
says squier who toie one of the author-
ities on lake the incas con-
sidered this lake and especially Titicaca
island holy they built their tem-
ples here had wonderful palaces and
even brought soil to the island from
the mainland in order that corn might
be grown upon the island this corn
so saysflays onejone of the old chroniclers who
professor bandolierbandoleerBan dolier thinks bad a very
lively imaginationalon was considered so
sacred that when a grain of in was put
in oab of the public Waxewarehouseshouses it
sanctified I1i and preserved all other
grains and it wimwas also said that a
manM who could have as much asan one
grain of Titicaca island corn in his
storehouse would not lack for food
during his lifetime there are today
nanymany ruins on Titi caca island and the
wrybwy rock on which manco capac and

his sistergister wife stepped when they first
Ilanded from the sun is shown this

i rock says the same chronicler was
once plated with gold and kept cov-
ered with a veil the inhabitants of
indians who are said to be descendants
of the tribes who were so90 numerous
about lake Titicaca years ago they
live in little huts of mud orar stone

I1 thatched with straw and show no signs
of having had gorgeous temples or the
more extensive civilization which they
possessed when the incas were their
masters they are catholics and axeare
superstitious in the extreme

how would you like to sail over lake
erie in a boat made of straw I1 can
see a dozen straw boats from where
I1 am writing some of them are filled
with people and one has a mule aL

donkey and a lama in it in addition
to its human freight the captain of
each boat is an indian who
stands up azas he poles the boat along
there is a boat over there which has a
straw sail and which is skimming
along over the waves those boats are
of the curious craft known as balsas
they have been in use upon this lake
for more than four hundred years and
were found here when the spaniards
came until the steamers were brought
in they carried all the freight on the
lake and they do a large business to-
day I1 can hardly imagine anything
which looks more insecure I1 tried to
ride on one of them yesterday and was
surprised to find that I1 was not turned
out into the water these balsas are
made of reeds which grow in great
quantities on the banks of the lake and
they are in fact rafts formed of rolls
of reedsreeda soBO tied and woven together
that they keep out the water only a
roll of reeds about ahehe top of the belsabalsa
keeps the passpassengersengert in and they must
sit flat on the floor these reeds are
also used for making bridges hopeb and
baskets the people roof their houses
with them and they are almostal as I1im-
portant

m
plants to them as the bamboo

is to ththee chinese
much of the freight that Is brought

to lake Titicaca is on llamas the
word is pronounced yahmah these
animals are to a great extent the
freight wagons of the andes you see
them by the hundreds everywhere on
the Titi caca plateau I1 ffound them
loaded with silver ore at the mines in
the mountains of central peru and saw
thousands of them feeding upon the
pampas over which I1 crossed on my
way hereherb they axeare the most graceful
beasts I1 have ever seen they walk
along the road with their little heads
high up in the air and seemed to tread
as though they owned the earth they
have heads like a eamel bodies like a
sheep and feet and legs much like a
deer they are not sulky looking like
the camel and are far more aristocrat-
ic in their actions when you load a
camel hebe cries like a baby the tears
roll down his cheeks and as he march-
es off he pouts and groans and groans
the llama carries his burden with a
proud air and pricks up his earsdars for all
the world like a skye terrier at every
new thing he sees he will carry only
so much and the usual load fforor a
llama Is pounds if you put on
more he does not cry or groan but
calmly kneels down and will not move
until the load Is lightened if you
make him angry he does not bite you
as does the camelscamel

he merely shows his contempt by
spitting upon you I1 would rather be
kicked by a government mule than be
spat upon by a llama he chews his
cud like a cowcow and naghas a special reser-
voirvai somewhere in his anatomy well
stored for such an occasion A llamasllama0
spittle smellssmalls worse than the weapon
of the polecat if once hit it is almost
impossible to get the scent out of your
clothes and no one wants to benear
you until you have had a bath and a

change I1 find however that most ofthe llamas I1 have handled are gentle
and I1 have had good opportunities tostudy them they are everywherebeerereabout me on this plateau some arealmost snow white some axeare seasealbrown and a few black and spotted s

their wool Is very long and beautifulrugs are made of it the indians aaareaaeevery fond of their llamas they petdetthem and talk to them they some-times dye their wool and often tiebright colored ribbons through holes
tnin their ears they always walk be
side them when on a journey stopping
from time to time to let the aninianimalsaftgraze upon the way the wool of mostotof the ponchosconchos which form the over
coats and shawls of the people of thisplateau is from llamas it is spun bybvthe women who whether tending the 1

flocks or walking along the road al-ways have a spinning spool in theirhands they weave the wool therathem-selves and out of it make all of theclothes of the family the llama notonly clothes and through the money
received from him aas a freight carrierfeeds these people but he warms thenathemas well there is no wood on this highdesolate plateau wood all over Gthewestern part of peru is very costlyin the markets of arequipa each cuacu
tomer carries home a bundle of twigs
or rather roots and bushes with hlavegetables and meats and this formathe fuel for cooking the days mealno one thinks of using fuel for any-thing but cooking and none of thecities of this part of the world havechimneys furnaces heatingbeating stoves orfireplaces

on the plateau of bolivia in which
Titi caca lies there are not even bushes

4

and almost the solejuelfuel is composed ofthe droppings of the llama every huthas a pile of this fuel beside its flfire-place and the better classes of houhouseshave special quarters for it la paxpaa
which tois a city of nearly peopledepends entirely on the llamas torfor itfuel and the steam which moves
dynamos of the eleelectricceric light plant ol01
the city Is created by a fire of llamamanure the cooking is all done avovelsuch fires and for this reason JILI have
for the time given up such thithings aibroiled beef steak and muttonITchopchona
and am nonow sticking religiously tal
soups fries and to all victuals cookcooked
in pans in this connection it seems a
curious dispensation of providence ththaithe llama has one place for making tahfuel deposits he uses the same alaopa
every day when possible and the manirma

ure is thus easily saved

llamas have curious habits as
their love affairs the female 1I art
told picks out the male whom she es-
peciallyallyully loves and makes all theahe adlvances the males are bigger that ts
females and I1 have seen it statedstata tthaithe latter axeare not used to carry baurrburden
this tois a mistake for the freight traiof llamas which I1 have seenseenottenoften nuitebering hundreds seemed to have alz
as Mmayay females as males about TM

I1 am told that the females Q
used as much as the males for ccarraiing burdens but that the sexes are aiways kept separate in freight caal
vans

the flesh of the llama is spongy aam
not of agreeable flavor still iteaten by the indians and 11llama stew
forms a favorite dish therere H
other animals of the same class as ta
llama which live on these highl
such as the vicuna pronounced 4ya which runs wild and which is
so large but more beautiful than thi
llama and the alpaca grown chi
for its wool and which toIs herdedardd
flocks asan we herd our sheep
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