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Lake Titicac a has many beautiful
[slands. The most of them are rocky;
ragged mountain peaks, which have
their bodles under the water and a
thln coating of soil on the rocks above
it. Elght of the islands are !nhabited,
and these are cultivated to the very
tops of the mountains. If the Un®ed
States could be as carefully tilled as
the parts of Peru through which I
have traveled, where every avallable
bit of land Is used, it would, I believe,
furnish enough food for all of the peo-
ple of the world and leave enough
graln left to glut the Chicago markets
during a corner on wheat. Patches
of zoil as blg as a bed quilt are sur-
rounded with stones and carefully
tilled. Bits of land between the rocks
are green with scanty erops of pota-
toes, barley and quinoa, which are
about the only things that will grow at
this altitude, and you see people work-
ing on the aides of hilla where they
almost have to hold on with one hand
while they use the rude little hoes of
this part of the world with the other.
This grubblng for a bare ex|stence goes
on oOver the greater part of the pla-
teau in which Lawe Titicaca lles. It
is the plateau which formed the chlef
center of the Inca clvllization which
prevailed here when the Spanlards
came. Lake Titicaca was the center of
civilizailon generationg older than that
of the Incas, and upon its shores still
stand ruins #o old that the Incas could
not tell the Spaniards anythlng about
them, and only sald that the mighty
monuments were made by a race of
glants who llved ahout this lake be-
fore the sun appeared in the heavens,
These ruins are those which lle near
the little town of Tiahuanaco.They cover
an area Of about three miles and con-
alst of the remains ol massive walls,
terraced mounds and the rufns of a
zreat edlfice which ls sometimes called
‘the temple. This bullding covered
about four acres, and It was made of
great blocks of black stone, each thirty
inches thick. The stones, like those of
the famed bufldings of Cuzco, were
fitted together without mortar and
were 80 carefully laid that {t was Im-
pogsible to Insert a knife blade be-
tween them. Frrom these ruins some ol
the most curious archaeological rellca
‘have been taken, many of the most val-
uable having been secured by Prof.
Adolfe, Bandolier, who 18 spending hls
life in this reglon as the collector for
the New York Museum.

Professor Bandoller has made many
new discoveries and investlgations
about Take Titicaca and he is ({nclined
to belleve that the most of what has
“heen publishd about some parts of thls
region ig almost pure fictlon. He has
‘spent months upon Titicaca island,
which some authoritles claim was the
Garden of Eded of the Tnea mythology,
the apot upon which thelr Adam and
Eve first lived upon earth and from
which they started out to found Cuzco
and huild up the race. Arcording to this
theory our first parents were the
children of the sun. There were two
of them, Manco Capac and Mama Qeilo,
hig slater-wife. On this acecount, 80
says Squier, who is one of the author-
ities on Lake Titicaca, the Incos con-
sidered thls lake and especially Titicaca
island holy, They bullt their tem-
ples here, had wonderful palaces, and
even brought sofl to the, island from
the malnland In order that corn might
be grown upon the isiand. This corn,
a0 #avs one of the old chroniclers, who
Profesadr Bandoller thinks had a very
jtvely imagination, wasg considered so
sacred that when a gratn of In was put
in one of the publlc warehouses it
-ganctified and preserved all other
grains, and It was also sald that a
man who could have as much as one
gratn of Titicaea Island corn in his
storehouse, would not lack for food
during his lifetime. There are today
-many ruins on Titlcaca ‘island, and the
‘very rock on which Manco Capac and

his sister-wife stepped when they first
ldnded from the sun is shown. Thls
rock, says the same chronicler, was
once plated with gold and kept cov-
ered with a veil. The inhabitants of
Indians, who are sald to be descendants
of the tribea who were so0 numerous
about I.ake Titlcaca years ago. They
live in little huts of mud or stone
thatehed with straw, and show no signs
of having had gergeous temples or the
more extensive civilization which they
possessed when the Incas were their
masters, They are Catholica and are
superstitious in the extreme.

How would you like to sail over Lake
Erle in a boat made of straw. 1 can
see a dozen straw boats from where
I am writlng. Some of them are filled
with people and one has a mtule, a
donkey and a lama In it in additlon
to its human frelght. The captain of
each boat is an Aymara Indian, who
stands up asz he poles the boat along.
There is a boat over there which hag a
straw gail and which is skimming
along over the waves, Those boats are
of the eurious craft known as balsas.
They have been in use upon thils lake
for more than four hundred years and
were found here when the Spanlards
came, Unti]l the steamers were brought
in they carried all the freight on the
lake, and they do a large business to-
day. 1 can hardly lmagine anything
which looks more insecure. 1 tried to|
ride on one of them yesterday and was
surprised to ind that I was not turned
out into the water. These balsas are
made of reeds, which grow 1in great
guantities on the banks of the lake, and |
they are, In fact, rafts formed of rolls
of reeds so tied and woven together
that they keep out the water. Only a
roll of reeds about the top of the balsa
keeps the passengers in, and they must
git flat on the floor. These reeds are
also used for making bridges, ropes and
baskets. The people roof their houses
with them, and they are almost as Im-
portant plants to them as the bamboo
is to the Chinese.

Muech of the freight that is brought
to L.ake Titicaca Is on llamas. The
word is pronounced “yahmah.” These
anlmals are to a great extent the
freight wagons of the Andes. You see
them by the hundreds everywhere on
the Titlcaca plateau. 1 found them
loaded with silver ore at the mines In
the mountains of central Peru and saw
thousands of them feeding upon the’
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pampas over which I crossed on my
way here. They are the most graceful:
beasts I have ever seen. They walk
along the road with their little heads|
hlgh up {n the air, and seemed to tread
as though they owned the earth. They
hawve heads like a eamel, bodies like a
sheep and feet and legs much like a |
deer. They are not sulky looking like
the camel, and are far more aristocrat-
fc in their actions. When you load a
camel he cries 1lke a baby. The tears
roll down his cheeks, and as he march-
es off he pouts and groans and groahs.
The liama carries his burden with 2
proud air and prieks up his ears for all
the world like a skye terrier at every
new thing he sees. He will carry only
so much, and the usual load for a
llama s 100 pounds. If you put on
more he does not ery or groan, but
calmly kneels down and will not move
untll the load js lightened. If you
make him angry he does not bite you,
as does the camel.’

He merely shows his contempt by
spitting upon you. I would rather be
kicked by m government mule than be,
gpat upon by a llama. He chews hlg]
cud like a cow and has a special reser- |
voir somewhere in hils anatomy well
stored for such an occagion, A llama's
apittle smells worse than the weapon
of the polecat. If once hit. it 13 almost
impossible to get the scent out of your
clothes, and no one wants to be near
you untll you have had a bath and «
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change. I find, however, that most of
the llamas I have handled are gentle
and I have had good opportunities tc;
study them. They are everywhere
about me on this plateau. Some are
almost snow white, some are sea)
brown and a few black and spotteqg
Thelr wool i3 very long, and beautify]
rugs are made of 1t. The Indiang are
very fond of their llamas. They pet
them and talk to them. They some-
times dye their wool and often tjg
bright-colored ribbons through holeg
in their ears. They always walk be-
side them when on a journey, stoppin

from time to time to let the animaiy
graze upon the way. The wool of most
of the ponchos which form the over.

| coats and shawls of the people of thig

platean is from llamas. It 1s spun hy
the women, who, whether tending the
flocks or walking along the road, 8l
ways have a spinning spool in thejp
hands. They weave the wool them-
selves, and out of it make all of th

clothes of the family. The llama noi
only clothes and through the mone

recefved from him as a freight car-rie];-
feeds these pegple, but he warms themn
as well. There {8 no wood on this high
desolate plateau. Wood all over the
western part of Peru I8 very cost]

In the markets’of Arequlpa each cug'
tomer carries home a bundle of twips
or rather roots and bushes with 155
vegetables and meats, and this form3
the fuel for cocking the day's mea,ls
No one thinks of using fuel for any-
thing but cooking, and none of th
cities of this part of the world ha,ve
chimneys, furnaces, heating stoves E
fireplaces. o

On the plateau of Bolivia In which
Titicaca lies there aré not even bushegs
and almost the gole, fuel 13 composeq oi
the droppings of the llama. Every hyt
hag a pile of this fuel beside Itg fire-
place, and the better classes of ho

have special guarters for it. L.a il):'gz
which is a city of nearly 50,000 DEODle'

depends entirely on the llamas for its
fuel, and the steam which moves the
dynamos of the eleceric light planpt of
the city ia created by a fire of llamg
manure. The cooking i8 all done gyep
such fires, and for thls reason I hgye
for the time given up such things ;4
brolled beef steak and mutton chopg
and am nO} sticking religiously tq
soups, fries dnd to all viciuals epokeq
in pans. In this connection it seemgs g
curious dispensation of Providence that
the llama has one place for making thig
fuel deposits. He uses the same place
every day when possible, and the man-
ure is thus easily saved,

Llamas have curlous habits asg g
thelr love affairs, The female I am
told picks out the male whom she pg.
pecially loves and makes all the ag-
vances, The males are bigger that the
temales, and I have seen it stated that
the latter are not used to carry burdens
This Is a mistake, for the freight trpins
of llamas which I have seen,often num-
bering hundreds, seemed to have almgst
as may females as males. Aboyt Lg

I am told that the females are
ugsed as much as the males for earry-
ing burdens, but that the sexes are gl-
ways kept separate in the,freight eara-
vans.

The flesh of the llama is gpongy and
not of agreeable flavor. SHll |t 1is
eaten by the Indians and llama gstew
forms a favorite dish. There are
other animals of the same class ag the
llama which live on these highlands,
such as the vicuna (pronounced vicun-
wa), which runs wild, and which is not
so large but more beautiful than 'the
llama, and the alpaca, grown chiefly
for its wool, and which i8 herded |In
flocks as we herd our sheep.
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