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eyond guestion so far na.tha
g::il‘e:'tl))fylll parsage by the liegisla-
tore s concerned. 'There s room for
srgument for apd agalnel such & Don-
stitutioral rale, but the preponderance
seems to be ino fsvor of It. Ii would tena
to watablisb cerisioly ss to the valld-
1ty nt Iaws, and to sbut oul technical
objeotlone to them. Il would, how-
ever, glve the Leglalature s iatitude so
wide @as to he objectionable, umnless
safeguards should be establiehed by
law, which, bowoever, could be done,
though they migbt oleo be nogertain.
It is quite poesible that thess three
Constitullonal amendmente will be
pressnted to the people al the earilest
opportunity for them to give coneldera-
tlon to emch malters,
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AGE FOR MARRIAGE,

In tbe House yesterdsy, Kenner®s
bl to Inorease Lhe minlmum age atb
whichh Jega!l marriage may be con-
Llracted was® made tbe subjeot of a
lively and prolounged debate, which
did not resuit o anything definlte,
There was such firmness and diversily
of ppinlon 88 to what the minimum
sge for lnw(lal marriage sbhould be,that
the Houes did Dol come lo & d.;lnnue

e poinl unt Lthe
g?l::cl:::llolg :3(::0:'“3“ II;VM of u epecial

ntder

5 e present 1aw, s male nged
1432:: ::l: ap temsale aged 12 yeurs,
may cootract A Jawful moarrimge; but
the joonsent of the parenis of guard-
fans e neceessry when the- male Is
ucdger 21, or the femals under 18,
Konner’s bill eimply proposed ton.
Crease the minimum sge of the male
t0 20, nnd of tbhe temale tol8, The
iﬂullctury commiltes recommended
inat [he pnimul sges be mude 18
anu 16, respectively.

The suvbject ol martiage, in sny

nases, 18 pretty eure L
Troun":. m'l)xcn l’nleroat in tlls Biate,
where It has been studiea as

no commuoity 00D earth has ever
sludied it, and wbhere an experlonce
bas been Dad 10 connemlon with 1t
which no other people have had.
Among other pboees of the geperal
theme, that of youlbfu! unions Rhas
besn embraced witbiu the study ano
experience the psople of Ulsh have
Gevoled to the merriage questioo,

The practicsl resulis of early wmar-
Tlages 1o this gommunity have 'beuo of
& cuaracter to greatly modiiy objeclons
to tbem. Numerous oasescen be otted
io wbloh the groom was under 18, or
the bride under 16, which have been
Prodootive ol the very hest resulls in
every tespect, The obildren have
been robust =sod Dbright, s«nd the
Parents nappy sand prosperoue;
and In cur opinlon It would be ex.
ceedingly uifiicult to find so Instabee
in this Mtaie In wbich pronounced
evll reaulte of any kind, eliher te
perents or children, sle poritively
\fuconnle to early marriage, when the
jemnle wae as old a8 15, or the male
more tbaa 18. In oither words, tbe
alfeged eovils of eurly marrisges [re.
queutly are greatly exaggerated.

A resronable smount of practical
experieooe ia worlh an Infinltude
of tbcory not baving ench a foun.
dation; nod the existing and lengible

reenlts of early marrlages In Utab,
eaelly noceseible to the knowledge of
any investigator, go to show that the
minimom sges proposad im the bill,
abd even by tbhe commitiee, may be
too high., [t would be eafe to
meke the age of the male as low as six-
teen, mnd of the female oa low ae
fiftesn,

There 13 a pomewhat delloste
yel none the ]ess (foreihle argu-
ment which strongly nrgea that the
age be Lept ms Jow as It can
be in resson. [t beappens, with too
mueh frequenoy for the good of our
rage, that the passion of youth 13 not
snbordinate to tbe judgment acd con-
secleoce, 1n Lhe hour nf temptation,
But the !atler qualitles often neeert
the maelves after that bouX hae passed,
and oreate s deslre lo make Rmends a»
far as porsible. In eoch cRsee the law
shonld offer no obstacle Lo practical re-
pentance and restitutlon so far am it
ia  poessible to  coneumymale them.
When s boy oragirl is old enoughb
lo feel an oarpest deelre, or to form a
determination to marry, there Is often
danget that eomething worse Lthan
mearriage may occur if the purpose I8
thwarted; and the least of two eviie
shouid slways be chossn. In laot, 1o
snch caees, all the evile, both morsl
and pbyelcal, whiob can be urged
againel estly marriages may be pro-
duced without any oompensating
advnniage; and such evile are geoeral-
ly enormously augmented by the very
faot that they ocour outside of the
murringe relation.

Ap s general proposition, lawa tend.
ing to resitiol mafriage Are very llable
to do more harm than good, when all
thelr conttuences come Lo be oonsid-
ered; and a verlons error mey easily be
ocommitled by the Liegislature in mak-
ing too bigh the minimum sge, and In
excluding tbe patents from & volce in
the matler of their chiluren’s mar.
rlage.

THE FAMINE IN INDIA.

The Baltimore Herald epeusking of
the fam!ne im Indis charges the
Britieb government with responeibllity
or tbe conditions pauslng the sufter.
logs of the masgses of that country, It
is pointed out that lnquiriee ioto thie
subject have reveuled the fact thal
before the establirhment of English

authority i Indis, the couniry wae
sell-snstalning, and thal the nalive In-
stitutions were suoh Ru to provide em-
pleyment for all wlthout creatlnug
overproduction in any onedireotign.

It Js charged that the very firet atep
of Great Britaln when Assuming con-
trol was Lo deslroy the native in-
dustries |{n order to bave a markel
for berown prodocts. The result wae
that the patlves were compelled to
abandon many irades and eugage ib
agricolitare, An ovetproduction of
cereala was the natursl consequence
during good years, tut thie lessspned
the furchaslng power of tbe producte
of the earth, and starvetion tollpwed,
whenever there wue s fallure of rain,
becimie of tbe itnpossibillty of saving
anything during ibe good yenrs,
Wages bave fajlen, untll the average
earning of the Indian ie $10 4 year,

cutof which taXxer, food, clothing anu

T
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otber necessities of life must be pald,
The result is that a jarge percentage
of the popuiation pass through lite In a
ocondition of etarvatlon, The natives
ttas deteriorate both morally and
physically,

The following famine statistics ate
glver: From 1802 to 1854 there were
thirteen famines, with AD estimsated
loes ot 5,000,000 Jives, while from 1860
to 1879 there were eixteen famlnpes,
with » loes of over 12,000.000 Ilves,
From 1876 to 1879 alone 5,000,000 aled
of starvation, The figures wonld seem
to indicale that Lhe whole population
I8 graduaily becoming pooret, a faot all
the more striklng because Aslatlc states
governed by thelr own rnleres, despotic
though they may be, enjoy a condition
of compsrative proeperity.

European powers generaily eelza
outlylog conntries unde? the pretext of
giving the natives the beneflt of ojv-
{lizatlon, and as & rule =zealous mia.

eloparies act 8s udvance agents
o! those movemenis for the
alleged belterment of savage

cooditions, The history of India, aud
recently of Africs, proves, bowever,
the contrary. Wheo Lhe Goths, the
Huns anu the Vandale, the 8aracens
and the Turke emerged from their
terpective resorte and loundated the
world, they suppreened tbe physically
lnfetiot races und destroyed their oiv)-
lization, ans fur ae it was in thelr power,
Dustruction followed in their path, It
wue death on the pele horse nnd the
grave at itu heels,. The methods may
be considershly cbanged sioce Lhoase
derk ages, bul In tde motives and

results no perceptible difference
can be  pointed out. The faut
Iz noteworthy, beosuse It proves

the uecessily abl thls time of pome
superior influence to wpave olvilized
mankind from perlebing In the deptha
ol barparism loto whiob It has sunk,
There i today A« muob nDeed of
genuine Chrietianity as there ever
was, and oivilized Europe needs mis-
siouaries fs much us do the savages
of the darkest continent of the earth.

THE SPANISH REFORMS.

1t 48 not supposed that the reforms
suggesled for Cobs will be eatistfactory
to the Ineurgents. As far RS oan be
Judged from tbe synopsis of tne de-
orees publisbed, the iptention s to
grant Caba control over oceriain local
aitaire, but only in wo far ue thie oop-
irol doee not inlerfere with the power of

the executlve officer appointed by
the Bpanish governor generaj.
The council of sdmioistration is to be
vested with extenslve aulbority over
all looal nfiatre, to bave coutrol ot
munjclpal and provincial administra-
von, education, public- works, com-
meroe and tbat part of taxailon which
la for loonl and not !mperiat purposes;
but with Lthe reetriotive suflrage pre.
valling It 1s supposed that hoth this
body, the provincial councile wnd the
municlpal councils provided for fn the
new decrees, sre likely to be compoacd
malnly of members of the Bpanfsh
party, Bul prohably the Bpanisrds Jo
vol regard the Cubane a capahle of any
form of seli-goveromenl—toe Very
poluat 02 whieb Cubane and Bpaniards

now entertain difterent opinlone.



