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papers of the town and the appoint-
menta were fllled as follows:

On Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock af-
ter a splrited hymn upon the street,
the congregation was addressed by El-
der W. W. Cooper, who spoke upon the
personality of God, and Elder A.
Merkley, who treated upon falth and re-
pentance.

Daring the evenlng service Elder
Frank May spoke upon the necessity,
mode and object of baptism and was
followed by Elder J, G. Stewart on the
bestowal of theyHoly Ghost and author-
ity.

The Monday evenlng meeting was un-

fortunately appolnted at the same hour,
8 p. m., as the prohibltion meeting—
Canada—belng at present In the throes
of a pleblscite campalgn looking to the
legal abandonment of the llquor traf-
fle, Howevwer, a very attentive gather-
ing listened to Elder S. Rolph who dis-
course upon the apostasy, Elder Sterl-
ing Willlams oconeludifiz the meeting
by .treating hriefly the subject, Restor-
ation of the Gospel.

The public meetings, though not as
largely attended as those of the pre-
ceeding conference three months ago
were characterized by good order, striet
attentlon awnd & plaln yet powerful
presentation of the Gospel plan.

The Priesthood meetlng was held on
Tuesday afterncon at b o'clock, The
Elders reported thelr various fields of
labor and expressed themselves as
greatly encouraged and strengthened
by the conference. Instructions were
glven by the conference president. El-
der W. 8. Baxter and Elder 8 Willilams
upon some polnts in connectlons with
the dutles of the Elders In 'thelr future
labors. RBlder W.- W. Cooper was re-
leased from hls Manatoba appeointment

in order to carry the Gospel message to,

his retatlwes in Great Britain. All re-
Jolced in the feellng of hrotherly love
and union which filled each heart, and
fceording to the statements of those
longest in the misslon, more of the

Bpirit of God was present In this gath-|

ering of the Elders than has at
time previously been
labors here.

The following .day Elders J. G. Ste-
wart and Social Rolph departed for
Hartney, having the southwestern por-
thon of the province as thelr Aeld, and
Elders A, M. Merkiey and C. F. Jensen
Jr., leaving for Carberry to labor in the
epstern pary of the conference. Elders
W.- 8. Baxter and Frank May leave
shortly fof a-trip to the north and east
of Minnesaota, while Elders W. W,
Cooper and 8. Williams are at present
at Brandon. .

ere are many of the honest In
hedrt in this land but the Gospel mes-
sage of the Latter-day Saints Is yet
new to its inhabitants.

Your brother in the cause of truth,

W. 8. BAXTER.
Conference President.

any
manlfested In

San Franelsen Coufornnea.

The San Franclsco conference of the
Callfornia -misgion of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Salnts eon-
vened Bunday, Oet. 2nd, at 10 a. m.,
Elder J. W. Nixon presiding. As is
usual on these semi-annual gatherings,
the Elders came in from their varlous
fields of labor, happy in the work ae-
complished and rejoleing In the re-
unlon of Saints and friends. The meet-
Ings throyghiout were well attended,
by 8aints investigators and strangers.

Among the afternoon speakers were
twvo Of thie #isters laboring as mission-
aried lin the state—Mrs. ‘E. H. Nye and
Mrs. B. J. Bennett. Both reported
themselves gs rejoieing in their work,
and bore falthful testimonles to the
divinity of the Gospel:

Elder W. E. Stoker, president of the
Sacramento conference, adressed the
meeting Bunday evening, hls subject
being -.o;i and the Nations. He sald

|

that ‘'every advance made by the
‘' Ohristlan ehurch in the last Afty years
has been a step toward Mormonism."
After dwellng on the personality of
God, he referred to the prophecies that
showed the Creator to be Interested In
the affalrs of the nations, and Mustrat-
ed by the fates of Babylon, Tyre and
' Jerusalem, and also by the events that
have and are taking place In this age.

Monday morning the general author-
Itles of the Church were presnted by
Elder W. Rollo Emmett, and unani-
mously sustained.

Elder E. H. Nye was presented as
president of the Callfornia misslon,
with Eledr W. R. Emmett as secretary;
both were unanimously sustained.
Also, Elder F. C. Platt, ta succeed El-
der J. W. Nlxon, retemsed, as president
of the San Francisco conference, with
Florence T. Rawbinson as secratary,
were presented and sustained unani-
mously, after which Elder Nye offered
a few words of explanation as to the
,dutles and callings of the officers of the
Church, and their neceswity to the thor-
yough working of the whole.

i Elder J. W. Nixon was the speaker
of the evening. He spoke feelingly of
his lubors In the state, of the spread
of the Gospel here; and of the many
dear friends and associations never to
be forgotten. He bore an earnest tes-
timony to the truth of this latter-day

work, urging &1l who did not have a
knowledge of its divinity to seek it at
the Fountain Head. His subject was
The Authentleity of the Book of Mor-
mon. He proved from the Blble that
the coming forth of the Book of Mor-
ymon was ondy prophecy fulfliled, thait
it was "the stlick of Ephraim™ that was
to "speak low out of- the qust ay One
that hath a familiar voice.”

Mra. lizzie BEdwards of the Taber-
nacle choir, who is visiting here, ren-
dered a vocal solo, accompanted on the
violln hy Miss Ardele Cummings and
on the organ by Elder J. Y. 8mith.

FLORENCE P. RAWLINSON,
Secretary.

Knew Joueph the Prophel.

Elder Charles A. Haacke writes In 3
letter to the Seventy’'s quoruni of which
he i8 & member asg follows:

Waterstown, 8. D., Oct. 2, 1898,

I feel ‘to'relate a few of my experi-
ences In the mission field, but agaln 1
fee] to hesitate. What could I say as a
new beginner of spreadlng the Gospel,
o brethren who have grown grey In
the wide field before us? You nearly
all know what mlsstonary life Is and
what oceurs and what condltions and
eircumstances confront the Elders, but
old as the story may be, It is always
gpiced with mnewy experlence. Having
labored some eighteen months in the
field to gather ithe preclous graln, I
have received some Wnpowledge that a
harvester need, to do his Master’s
work, although 4 has the appearance
t0o me that I am engaged and working
jn the eleventh hour. The grain In
some fields is cut and it belng preclous
none must be lost, gleaners are sent
out., to pleck up a kernel here and there
or to straighten and assist a plant that
has been trodden down and prepare it
for future harvest, for another gleaner
to gather it in, when ripe. The flelds
I labored in have been well gleaned,

harvest tinie, took ground and sprang
forth among the stubble and stand
alone In the immense fleld and it re-
quires diligent searching to find them
and rescue them from the season when
they would perish. Though trying at
times, it 1s also emcouraging and in-
spiring in relating my experience.

I will mot tire you mueh, but there is
one polnt I wish to mention above all
for tt has strengthened my testimony.
Having #o battle constantly against
false accusations agalnst our people

but a few kernels having been lost at!
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and leading brethren,it ls sweet and ln-
spiring when we meét testimony of the
good character of our people and lcad-
\ng men, and unexpected. People have
told me for the last yvemx and a half
that our Prophets and Apostles are in-
dividuals not only Immoral but dishom-
est, that they are a blot on Christiana
ity" No matter how much evidence we
bring against such accusatlons, it
might as well be cast to the wind. Af-
ter preaching ane night in a eountry
sehoolhouse in SBouth Dakola, my com-
panlon (Elder Duffin of Woodruff, Ari-
zona) and I were invited for a night's
lodgings by an elderly gentleman and
his wife, who were atitentive llsteners
at the meting. We stayed with thesze
good people two nights In suecession
and on leaving heard the pleasant
wards: I belleve you have the right
Gospel.” Agaln starting on our jour-
ney to promulgate the truth, we came
to a little house palnted a dark red.
Thé inmates were elderly people just
preparing dinner. After Introduction
we were told that they had no tlme to
entertain us as thelr ehlldren had come
from the East to visit them., We Ip-
formed the people we wished to explain
the Gospel tothem. The lady, 8% vears
old, arked the question: “Are you Mor-
mona?”"We answered that thus the peg-
ple called us. Speaking a few words ta
her husband in the room, we received
an Invitation to come In and partake
of their dlnmer. Now came the unex-
pected. 'While conversing by the table
the old gentleman, though 88 yvears of
age yet strong and healthy, plowlng hls
own twenty-two acres of land, made
the following statement: *'I know more
about Mormonism than any man In
this ndighborhood. I have been in Nau-
“voo; I knew your leaders; I kneaw
Jozeph Bmith. I vislted Nauveo in the
eatly part of 1844, just before Jaseph
was killed, I have heard him preach
and had 4t not been for the revelatiopn
of the aplritual wife system, In aq
probablility I would have joined the
Churech.”

‘We asked Mr. David Wood what
impression Joseph Smith had made up-
on him. His answer was: "He wasg g
gentleman in his whole appearance:
ves he was a nlece man, le taught his
peaple to be a clean people.” .

Continuing, Mr. Wood sald: “I hearq
him preach and mmke the followlng re-
marks: “Brethren, if you expect to get
i into the kingdom of heavem, you must
! keep your toes out of the ashes.” T'hig
Is some of the expresions Smith made
to teach the people cleanliness.” Tyg
further questioned him, as to poly-
gamy, telling him that the Josephltes
make claim that this originated with
' Presldent Young and not with Joseph
the Prophet. ‘The Immedlate answeF
| was this: “I know better, for had §t not
| beenr for that doctrine, I would have
' jolned he Church."

Mr. Wood contisulng,
highly of Joseph and the
"those years.

Spoke very
people of
He also admitted that
Joseph Smith aceomplished Something
| which the whole world with al itg
learning could not do, and that wag to
‘organize and govern a Church exactly
atter the Blble pattern,

My testimony has been strengthened
| through thls and many other circum-
stances and experlences. Mr. Davld
Wood, now 88 years old, and residing in
Kampeskel, Coddington county, South
Dakota, was a former resident of the
state of Michlgan.

CHARLES A. HAACKRE,
Watertown, South Dakota.

A Word from South Alabama.

Miligan, Fla., Qct. 5, 1898
Our branch conference was held on
Sept. 24 and 256 In the new chureh that
has recently been erected at Westville
Holmes county, Fla. There were pres-
ent Elders Irving L. Pratt, F. W. An-



