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HOW LITTLE WE ENOW.

How little we know of each other,

As we pass through the journey cf life,
Wil its struggles, its fears and tempta-

tions,

Its heart-breaking cares and its strife!
We can only see thiogs on the surface,

For few people glory in sin,
And an unruffied face i3 no index

To the tumult which rages within.

How little we know of each other]
The man who to day passes by,
Blest with fortune, and honor and titles,
And holding his proud head on high,
May carry a dread secret within him
Which makes in his bosom a hell,
And hﬂ" Ehﬂnﬁr or later, & tﬂlﬂ'ﬂj |
May writhe in the prisoner’s cell,

How little we know of each other!
That woman of fashion, who sneers
At the poor girl betrayed and abandoncd,
And left t0 her sighs and her tears,
May. ere the sun rises to-morrow,
Have the mask rudely torn from her
face,
And sink from the height of her glory
To the dark shades of shame and dis-
grace.

How little we know of each other!
Of ourselves too little we know;
We are all weak when under temptation, |
All subject to error and woe;
Then let blessed charity rule us,
Let us put away envy and spite—
For the skelecon grim in our closet

May some day be brought to the light.
m
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this passion. Again, he possesses
the attribute of Justice, which is
sometimes called Anger, but the
real name of this attribute is Jus-
tice. ‘“He executeth justice,” says
the Psalmist; also, ‘‘Justice.  and
judgment are the habitatien of
thy throne.” Justice is oneof.the
noble characteristics of our heav-
enly Father; hence another of his
passions..

‘We have it recorded too in this
sacred Bible, that God was seen by
anclent men of God. Jacob testi-
fies as follows: “for I have seen

have appealed to their stand

writings, their articles of faith,
which are adopted by the various
religious bodies and known as their
creeds, For instance, in the arti-
cles of faith of a great many of the
religious sects, an idea like thisis
set forth—that there is a Being who
is entirely spiritual, called God,
and that Being is described as
consisting of three persons, and
these three persons are without
body, witheut parts and witheut
passions. Such is the God that is

people whom I highly respect, and

there are other passages of Eﬂri?-
ture, which would seem te mili-
tate against this declaration.  For
instanee,there is one passage which
reads, "ﬁn man hath seen God at
any time.” This is in direct con-

early youth more than those of
any other religious denomination.,
The three persons that, compose
this one God are the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Ghost, all of
whom are said to be without bodies | tradistinetion to the testimony of
or-passions; and in connection with | Jagoh. The way I reconcile this is
this, ene of the cardinal doctrines{that ao nafural/ man can see the
of their faith, they tell us that one | face of God the Father and live, it
of this holy Trinity, namely Jesus, | would overpower him; but one
was crucified, dead and buriel, and | guickened by the spirit, as old
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God face to face.”™ I know thatieur

| concerned. How long ago since

came here? With God. Where does | answering it himself, he were to
he exist? In the place John de-|seek to learned Christian world
nominated heaven. What do we | for enlightenment on the subject,
understand heaven to be? Not the | what do you think weuld be the
place described by our Christian | nature of the answer he would re-
triends, beyond the bounds of time | ceive? It would be, in effect,’ Why,
and space,for there is nosuch place, | Job, when the Lord laid the foun-
there never was,nor ever will be;but | dation of the earth, you had npo
I mean a tangible world, a heaven | existence, for you were not born.”’
that is perfect, a heaven with ma-| Why did not Jeb so answer the
terials that have been organized |Lord? It was because he under-
and put together, sanctified and |stood somelhing about man’s pre-
glorified as the residenceand world | vious estate. He was wise in mak-
where God resides. Born there? | ing no reply to the Lord, for doubt-

Yes, we were born there. Even |less he felt himself unable to do so.
great Redeemer, whose death | But we find that Moses under-
and sufferings we are thisafternoon | stoed the subject, for at the time
celebrating, was borfi up in yonder | the children of Israel transgressed
world before he was born of the | he and kis brother Aaron fell upon
Virgin Mary. Have you not read, | their faces before tbe Lord, and
in the New Testament, that Jesus | Moses, pleading with great power
Christ was the first-born of every |and faith in alf of the children
creature? From this reading it | of Israel, used these werds, ‘O God,
would seem that huvﬁutheulﬂmtnf the God of the spirits of all flesh,”’
the whole human family, thatis,so |ete. He understood that God was
far as his birth in the spirit world is | the Father of our spirits, and he
_ addressed him as such. I think
that birth.took place is not reveal- |too that the apostles'in ancient
ed; it might bave been unnumber- | days must bave had an idea of the

*
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that on the third day he arose|father Jacob was, could look uFon
again from the dead and ascended | God, and converse with him face
into heaven, to face, as one man wou
When I wasa boy, attending the | other. 1f Jacob did res
Methodist meetings, I, as many | face to face, as he says he did, he
now do who are of maturer years; | must have seen a personage, a be-
accepted sincerity for truth. Bul|ing, in his general outlines like
when I grew to manhood my at-|unto himself, man, as Moses in-
tention was called to this article of forms us, having been created in
faith; I tried in all earnestness to | the image of God. "
comprehend ity but could not, and
cannot to this day. It is one of
those incomprehensible things

f

passages of Scripture; bearing on
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| any body, parts or passions. I bhad | form ef man.

| this subjeet. The prophet Isaiah

saw God; hesaw notonly the Lord,
but a great congregation in connec-
tion with him, so that his train

which cannot be grasped by the
human mind. You, my hearers,
try now with me for a few mo- :
ments to comprehend,; if you can, | filled the temple. He. is always
a being consisting of three persons, | represented by those who have
and those three persons without|seen himm as a persopage in the

Having cited a very few eviden-

been taught, when studying the
ces, let us inquire into the charae-

exact sciences. that every thing
that existed was composed of parts, |

that there could not exist anything | Father. We are the offspring of

I AM pleased to see so large a com-~

pany assembled together, nutwith-]

standing the inclemency of the
weather; it shows to me that there
is an interest in the minds of the
Latter-day BSaints in regard to
their future salvation. We, as a
people, have passed through many
scenes trying and afflicting to our
natures, which we have endured
because of the anxiely of our hearts |

the Lord, but the rest of animated

as & whole unless it existed as paris. |
nature is not; we are just as much

I could no$, therefore, understand
how it was that one of these three | the sons and daughters of God as
persons could be crucified if he had | the children in this eong tion
no body; how it was possible and[ara the sons and daughters of their
be consistent with reason, for him | parents. We wére
to lay down his body—something
he never possessed—and arise again
from the tomb, taking up that
game body. This is indeed & mys-
tery! in which we dwell. The mind we

Now. it so happens that the Scrip-| are possessed of, that being that is

in the flesh; this limited state of
existence iz not our origi
mere!

to obtain salvation. People who
are sincere will manifest, their sin-
cerity in undergoing great tribula-
tion, if necessary, for the sake of
being saved, This mortal life is of
small consideration, compared with
eternal salvation in the Kingdom
of the Father. There i3 nothing
pertaining to the things of this
present life that is worthy of be-
ing named, in contrast with the
riches of efernal life. Jesus, in
speaking upon  this subject when
he was on the earth, asks this gques-
tion: “For what is a man profited,
if he gainthe whole world, and lose
bis own soul? Or what shall a
man give in exchange for his soul?”
There is nothing so precious, noth-
ing of so great importanece, as that
of securing, in this life, the salva-
tion of our souls in the world to
come. Far better is it if we can
gain salvation by passing through
various scenes of affiiction and per-
secution in this world, than to
give way to its plmur‘ and van-
ities, which' ean only be enjoyed
for a eeason, and afterwards lose
that eternal reward which God has
in store for the righteous.

It is true we leok upon eur future
reward in quite a different light
from the religious world generally.
We look for something tangible,
something we can form some de-
gree of rational conception of, hav-
ing a resemblance in some measure
to the present life. Butf how very
imaginary are the ideas of the re-
ligious world! I do not now re-
fer to  the heathen world,
bat to the enlightened Christian
nations, the two hundred million

J

| something

tures do Mot teach anything so ab-|eapable of thinking and reflecting,
surd, so irreeconcilable and so0 con- | that is capable of acting according
trary to our senses. This is a man- | to the motives presented to it, that
made dottrine, the creation of un-|being which immortal, which
inspired men. The Metbodists did
not originate this doctrine, it ex-
jsted and was widely believed in
before the days of the good man,
John Waesley.
The Latter-day BSaints believe
that there is a true and living God,
that this true and living God con- | isted before the tabernacle.
sists of three separate, distinct per-| DBut says one, **That doesnot look
sons, which haye bodies, parts; and | reasonable.” ' Why not? ' Do ' you
passions, which belief is in d
opposition to this man-made doc-|dure forevei? O,. yes. You may
trine. We believe that God, the |ask, what: becomes of the spirit,
Eiternal Father, who reigns inm yon-|separated from the body of flesh
der heavens, is a distinct persenage | and bones, when this body lies
from Jesus Christ, as much 80 as|the grave? _ |
an earthly father is distinet in his|ligence and power teo, think and
existence from his son, That is|reflect?”” JLet us hear, what was
I can . comprehend, |raid by those who sat under
which I conceive to be the doctrine | the altar, who were slain for the
of revelation. We read about Jesus | word of God, and for the testi-
having been seen, after he arose| mony which they held, as seen
from the dead. Stephen the Mar-|and heard by John while on Pat-
tyr, just before he was stoned to[mos. ‘And the
death, testified to the Jewish Eeo- voice, saying, How long, O'Lord,
ple that were standing befere him | holy and true, dost thou not judge'
at the time, saying ““Behold, 1 see | and avenge our blood on them that
the heavens epened, and the Son |dwell on the earth? The Lord tells
of Man standing on the right hand | them that they should ‘‘rest yet
of God.¥ Here, then, the Father|for a little season.’”” These  faith-
and Jesus, two distinct personages, | ful servants of God are anxiously
were seen, and both had bodies. |awaiting the time when the Lord:
We find numerous other authori-| will avenge their blood? , Why!?
ties bearing out this same idea. | Because that will be the time when
I do not intend to dwell. upon this | their bodies will be redeemed, they
subject, because the greater portion | Iook forward with great anxiéty to
of this congregation understand |the time when they shall be again
the scriptural view of this subject; | identified’ with the fleshly ta
hence it is not necessary to speax | nacle with which they were khown
lengthily on it. We may, however, (and distin hed while on the

of reasoning from cause to effect,
and which can comprehend, in
some measure, the laws of its Crea
tor, as well as trace them out as
exhibited in universal nature, that
being, which we call the Mind, ex-

|

of Christians now existing on the
earth. If you ask these people
about the future state of man, some
will give you one idea and some
another, all more or less, perhaps,
differing from each other, but in
the main they all agree, namely,
that it is a state entirely spiritual,
that is, unconnected with any-
thing tangible like this present
life, an existence which eannot be
conceived of by mortals,

You may think I am misrepre-
senting our Christian friends. I
will therefore say that for many
years now I have been engaged,
more or less, in the study of reli-
gion, and have therefore read quite
extensively the ideas of the reli-
gious world. 1 have not accepted

say a few things with regard to the | earth, hence this prayer.
passions of these personages. Here we find another and further
It is declared, as part of the be-|existence for the spirits of men who
lief of the Methodists, that God is | exist in heaven, who are capable of
without passions. Love is ome of | thinking, of using language, of un-
the great passions of God. Love is | derstanding the future, and of an-
everywhere declared a passion, one | ticipating that which was to come;
of the noblest passious of the hu. | Now, if they vould exist after they
man heart, This principle of love | leave this tabernacle, while the
is one of the attributes of God. |tabernacle lies mouldering in the
“God is love,” says the Apostle |dust, why not exist before the tab-
John,” and he that dwelleth in|ernacle bad any existence? as
love dwelleth in God, and God in | it not: just as easy for. an existence
him.” 1If, then, this is one of the|to be given to spiritual _
great attributes of Jehovah, if ke is | before they took possession of bod-

with an- | know.
r see (God | was born and was the oldest of the

-We might 'mfar--_th mauy other |

| the previeus birth

ter and being of God, the Eternal |

n, it is|
the origin of the tabernacle

{ of fruit, among which was the Tree

direct | not believe that the: Spirit will en-.

Has it life nnd’ﬁ‘ﬁ-ln

cried with a loud | not that bespeak a pre existence of

ed millions of years for aught we |pre-existence of man, judging from
But we do know that he|ga certain question wiich l:hnyput
to the Saviour. It is said that “‘as
family of spirits. Have you not|Jesus passed by, he saw a man
also read in the New Testament | which was blind from his birth.
that he is called our Elder Brothei? | And his disciples asked him, say-
Does this refer tothebirth of the bo- | ing, _Maatgr,_w{m_did 8in, this man,
dy of flesh and bones? By ne means, | or his parents, that he was born
for there were hundreds of millions | blind?”” = I r S
who were born upon our earth be-| Let us now consider this question
fore the body of flesh and bones|in connection with present modern
was born whom we call Jesus. |ideas, and we shall at once perceive
How is it, then, that he is our El-| how utterly feolish it will a
der Brother? We must go back to | To state the ?uutiun fairly in other
before the foun- | words we might say, Master, was
dation of this earth; we have to go [ this man born blind because he
| back to past ages, to the EﬁﬂOﬂ had sinned? The very nature of
when he was begotlen of the Fa-|this question would indicate, to
ther among the great famijly of|those even who do not believe in
spirits, He became, by his birth-{ the principle,that this blind man
right, the great Creator. God,|had an existencé before he was
through him, created not only this | born into this world, and that he
little world, this spee of creation, | was capable, 0o, of committing sin.
hut by him the worlds were made | To show yet more ¢learly that the
and created. How many we know | principle of man’s pre-existence is
not, for it has mot been revealed. founded om biblical &. rity, I
Suffice it to say, a great many | will quote E:“ lplll*t.t:lrf ‘Baviour’s
worlds were created by him. Why | prayer to t ather; just prior to

1 begutton b’j by him ? Beeause he had the birth-| his crucifixion — *“ And now, O
im.  When? Before we were born’

right, he being the oldest of his| Father, gloerify thou me with thine
father’s family, and this birthright | own self with the glory whieh, I
eatitles him, not only to create|had with thee before the world wae.”” -
worlds, but to become the redeem- | Here we find Jesus actually refer-
er of those worlds; not only the [ring to the time he dwelt with his
redeemer of the inhabitante of this | Father before he took upon him-
our earth, but of all the others|gelf a body of flesh and bones. He
whom he created by the will and [gjso says, “For I came down from
power of his Father. heaven, not to do .mine own will,

But says one, “By that expres-|jus the will of him that sent me.”

dwells within us, which' is'capable | sion one would infer that other| He came down from the presence

worlds have fallen as well as our | and abode of his Father. Ona an-
own, having doubtless been placed § other occasion, while addressing
in a state of temptation, and if 80 | the Jews, he says, “Verily, verily,
it/ 'would be fair to presume that|] say unto you, before Abraham
there was a Garden of Eden toeach | was, [ am.” He was, in fine, the
of these worlds,containing allkinds | firsé-born of every creature, and
consequently the “eldest of our
Father’s family. r o)

If, therefore, it be now admitted
that our-Elder Brother bad a previ-
ous existence with the Father, why
should. it be thought un ble
that the rest of the family ghoula
have a pre-existenece as well as the

First Born? ' Hewas| mw
to man in the fle b,qm -Mi

his younger brethren have a simi-
lar birth with him in the spirit?
But now this carries & back still fur-
ther, and invites ns to ascertain & little
in reiationto his Fatber. A great many
{ have supposed that God the Ete Fath-
er, whom we worship ia connection with
his Son, Jesus Christ, was always a sell-
existing, eternal béing from’ all eternity,
that bé had no ning as & personage.
But in order to illustrate this let us in-
quire, What Is our destiny? If we are
now the sons and daughters of God, what

of Knowledge of good and evil, and
that they became fallen pr&uiaeiy in
the same manner asours did, and
consequently they would need a
redeemer; and, therefore, the people
of these worlds would ba redeemed
|and saved according to their dili-
'Ee'hm and faithfulness in keeping
he commandments of God?” lfgave
you not read in the first cha pter of
Genesis of two persons appearing on
this earth before man was made
when one who was God said to
the other, “Let us make man in
our image,'after our likeness?”” Does

another personage besides the Al-
mighty? And have you net read
too in the same chapter that ““God |
created man in his own image,

) then:i‘;’}*

male and female created he

When? Itissaid to have been on | Will beour future destiny? The Apostle
. ' P ol Paul, in of man as a resurrected
the_sixth period, or, aceording to be.]' says, $‘Who wﬂu,)‘:hm'chmﬂ

King James’ translation, “on the |, vlie body, that it might be fashioned

sixth day.” ‘Do you mean to 83y |jike unto his glorious body,™ 'har-
we were all 'in existence on the _m&; A A S T
sixth day? Yes. But on the seventh | not'yet -appesr what we shall’ Le, but_we
day; we are told in the following Eﬁ;‘mﬁbﬂaﬁ M'mlzm"ﬂ, ShAlt
chapter; ““there. Was mot a man to  in the same manner a8 bis body :illlnm
@~

till the ground.” Is it not very .

| - - : weshall be truly in his image
singular that all should have an| . for as he ii’immurtal, having & body
sxistence on the sixth day and on [or flesh and bone, 80 we will be Immortal,
the following day there was not a w bodies of 1 and bones.
man in existence to till the gronnd? | Will we ever become Gods? Let me refer

Whyv not? - Because miam was not | you to the amswer of the Saviour te the
. al EI'BI:- Jews when sce of blasphemy because

rsonages | pos

yet placed in this tempor . e
tion, but he had an existence then g:ﬁtﬁaiﬂﬁ not ‘lrrittt: ‘:T l;':utr‘ials'l E:EE.
in heaven, where we were begotten. gods? 1f ye called ‘them gods, un-
: | Yeare jeca gode, un
You and I were present when this [ to whom the word of God came. and the
world was created and made, you |scriptures eanmot be broken,” This
and I then understood the nature |clearly proves to all Bible believers that in
of itg ereation,and I have no doubt this world, in our imperfect siate, being
that weaejoiced and sang about it. the "hm"‘::"“f G‘"’*;I“ e ‘L‘f‘“mrlﬁ
Indeed, the Lord put a Yery curious | Y2 keepbis commandmenis, to grow

Yy 80 ™ intelligence until  becom |
question to the Patriarch Job apro- | God our F;t:‘&. ;; li.;:rmorm:gmt‘;

filled with love and compassion|jes as it is for them to exist after
towards the children of men, if his|the body decays? Yes, and these
son Jesus Christ so loved the world | are our views, founded upon cew
that he gave his life to redeem | revelation; not the views ef unin-

the ideas of a few individuals be-
longing to the various sects, but I

I

mankind from the effects of the|spired men, but founded upon direct
fall, then, certainly, God the Eter- | revelation from God.
nal Father must be in possession of

l

Where Jid we exist before we

of this. He said to him,|every: word which from . the

‘¢ W here wast thou when I laid the mn:l{h of God, ﬂﬂm to his like-

foundation of the earth?” Where | ness, thﬁ_,g\mnu ur children grow up

wast thou “‘when the morning stars | ®nd_become Iike their W‘“&““r -

| together, and all the sons of “hﬁm-mi l:}:ﬂi J :&dr hru:t:
God shouted for joy?” wisdom and, kdowledge of _

. s0 may we atfain fo the know of our

Supposing Job to be living now, | Heavenly Parents, and if they be obedient

and this same question put to him, | to this commandmeiit they will not only

|

and supposing too that, instead of | be called the sons of Gud, but be gods,




