
T HEhil D ES EREEB E TT N EWRIV S

iaislatherethere a man ontbonefaceon e efaceface of thetha earth that
efereverevereger had it confirmed to him by weth e administra-
tion of an anangelanelel but here comes evidence in
favor of the book of mormon such as any court
of justice iais obliged to receive

butbutareare we to receive the testimony of
all individuals that may come and pretend to
have heard the voice of god and to have seen
angels may not impostors come forth and
say they have seen angels I1 reply that there
is this distinction to be made a man that is
sent of god who has a true message will al-
ways be able to present something connected
with the nature of the message and the cir- i1

cum stances surrounding it which will prove it
to be true if there should be a thousand in-
dividualsdividuals bearing witness that they had heardbeard
the voice of god and seen angels we shall al-
waysays be able to detect the impostor fromfroni the
servant of god by examining the doctrine
there are evidences a true mes-
sage from a false one that tbthee whole world
maypay be enabled to discern between the two

for instance there iais no individual upon the
face of the earth who can directly prove that
joseph smith did not see the angel of god and
obtain the plates no individual upon the face
of thi can prove that the three witnesses
did not beesee the angel and the plateplates conse-
quently their evidence cannot be directly

unless theyhey deny their own testimony
which they have not done the only pos-
sible way to condemn these men as impostors
is to examine the nature of their testimony to
see whether it is reasonable and scriptural

Is there anything unscriptural in hearing the
voice of godgoogoigod or iin an angels descendingz from
heaven bearing testimony to a book in wwhichaich
all nations are interested it is a book sent
to prepare the way of the lord for his second
comingcoming was it unreasonable for the lord tog
benssend angels to abraham isaac and jacob
was it unreasonable for them to take dinner
with abraham and for him to wash their feet

for lot to lodge them in his housebouse for
joshua gideon danieldahiel isaiah ezekiel peter i

paul or the wise men and shepherds ofor israel
or for joseph the husband ofcf mary and
achzechariahech aniahariah or fforor various other holy men and
women to see angels sent from heaven it
was neither unreasonable nor unscriptural

paul says are they the angels not aallailI1
ministering spirits sent to minister for those
who shall be heirs of salvation if thentheil
they have this office assigned to them to min-
ister to the heirs of salvation it is not an un-
scriptural doctrine that they should minister
to those four men it is just as reasonable
that god should send an angel to four men in
the last days and introduce his kingdom and
preparatory work for the second advent of the
sonsion of god as it was for an angel to be sent
to zechariah in order that a messenger might
lebe raised up to prepare the way for his first
comingcoming the one is a little more reariareasonable
than tthee other for the latter day coming is to
far transcend in glory and power his first com-
ing when he appeared among the jews at
hishia second coming the earth will tremble and
roll to and ffroto like a drunken man the moun-
tains shall fall the valleys be raised the
crooked plplacesaces made straight and the loughtough
laces smooth when the lord is revealed in

L is glory and power
if all these things are to be fulfilled israel

gathered the fullness of the Gerigerlgentilestiles brought
winy and zion built up if the great latter day
work mentioned by the ancient prophets has
tobe fulfilled then it would not be unreasona-
ble that an angel should be sent from heaven
to begin a work of this magnitude

but perhaps youyon may adzitadmitadmit that it is per-
fectly scriptural and reasonable that an angel
should be sent but then you may ask if there
may not be something connected with the book
of mormon which would render it inconsistent
and not entitled to credit and which would
prove that its pretensespretences were an imposition

in reply I1 ask what is there about the book
of mormon that is inconsistent what does
it profess to be it professes to contain the
history of part of the tribe of joseph who came
out odtheof the landand of jerusalem years before
christ and colonized the american continent
thesetheses indian tribes are their descendants
when they first came here they were a right-
eous people and hadbad with them the scriptures
containing the law cf moses when they
came here they made plates of rgold and on
them they recorded wars conten-
tions etc these plates were handed down
among the ancient inhabitants of america for
a thousand years after they came here their
prophecies were recorded from generation to
generation jesus christ appeared to them on
this land after hisiiii resurrection justj the same
as he did to the people in palestine and showed
them the wounds in his hands and in hista feet
ilehe descended before them in south america
and put an end to the law of moses which
they practiced on this continent and he intro-
duced the gospel in its stead taught them faith
and repentance and baptism for the remission
of sins as in jerusalem he taught the people
to come with broken hearts and contrite spirits
and humble themselves and be baptized by im-
mersionsionslon for the remission of their binssins andarid
had his servants lay bands on them forthefor the
gift of the holy ghost as paul and peter did

the teachings of jesus were recorded on
thebe gold plates and they were handed down
until some years after christ many
sacred revelations are recorded on thera and
prophecies that reach to our day and down to
the end of all things
ifJ you search this record from beginning to

end you will find the historical papartr perfectlyaffeffestly
consistent you cannot prove tapthatt joseph

an impostor from any inconsistencies
init the historical part of the work

I1 if you bearchsearch the discoveries of allill the antiantie
claciltia that have arittewritten bincesincenicepice the discovery

of america concerning the ancient inhabitantsabitantainh
of this land you cannot put your bingerfinger upon
one particle of evidence from their researches
that will come in contact with the book of i

mormon
if you examine its prophecies you will find

many that the jewish records speak nothing of
prophecies that relate to the indiana and that
relate to the rise of this church to the mil
benium antiand to many things that the other pro-
phets have not touched upon and also many
ofor the events predicted in the jewish bible
were delivered to the prophets in this land
compare the prophecies of the jewish records
with those in the book of mormon antiand you
will find no clashinclashing or jarring consequently
you cannot condemn the book of mormon
joseph smith and these witnesses to be im-
postors from the prophetic declarations of that
book

try its doctrine and you will fand that the
9gospel taught in ancient america 1800 years
ago is like that taught in ancient judea and
the regions round about did the ancient
apostles in palestine teach faith in jesus
christ repentance and baptism for the remis
sion cfof sins so did the ancient apostles and
propprophetslifts in america did the apostles in
judea prapracticeatice the laying on of hands for the
gift of ththee holy ghost so did the ancient
israelites of america did jesus and his dis-
ciples organize the church in asia with cevela
tors and inspired men in it with prophets and
prophetessesprophet esses with dreams visions and revela-
tions so did the ancient israelites in amer-
ica do the same thing they the ancient
apostles organized the church with miracles
and gifts with power to heal the sick to cast
out devils to work miracles and with power
over the elements the book of mormon tells
us that the israelites on ancient america or-
ganized one after the same pattern conse-
quently if we examine the whole structure of
the church in palestine and the structure of
the church in ancient america we find no jar
so no man upon the ffaceace of the earth can con-
demn joseph smith and these three witnesses
from the inconsistency in their doctrine

compare the mirmiraclesaclis that are recorded in
the book of mormon with those recorded in
the bible and you will find no unreasonable
miracles in the one more than in the other
there is no fish story in it nothing about a
mans being carried in a whales bellyelly three
days and three nights thoytholtholfif such a story was
in it we should believe it the same as we do
the jewish history of jonah there is nothing
said in this book about three men being put
into a furnace of fire heated seven times hotter
than ever before and yet the three men re-
ceiving no harm we believe thehe bible when
it records this great miracle but there is no-
thing which to the atheist is so apparently
inconsistent as that

the miracles recorded in the book of mor-
mon were of such a nature as to be worthy of
the exertion of divine power if the sick were
healed it was because jesus had promised his
servants they should lay their bands on them
and they should be healed if they prophesied
it was concerning future events because the
lordlord wanted them to understand that which
was to come

laIs there anything in this booklook that contra-
dicts any scientific truth you may ransack
all the libraries in the world and gather to-
gether all the books of science and compare
with this book and you will find no clashing
consequently herewhere is your ground for con-
demnationdemnation you cannot condemn it from its
historical prophetic and doctrinal writings
or because of any unreasonable miracles said
to have been wrought among the ancient
israelites on these lands or because it contra-
dicts any scientific truth or because it is un-
scriptural or unreasonable that people should
see angels in these days

we defy this whole generation to bring uptip
any testimony to condemn the truth of this
book it will face this generation from this
time until the second coming of christ and then
through the millennium and when this gen-
eration come up from their graves at the great
and last day the books will be opened and by
the word of god beclardeclareded on this continent and
on the eastern continent the inhabitants of the
earth will be judged

you may bring all the lies and newspaper
stories you can hatchbatch up and all the misrepre-
sentations you can conceive and use them
against the divine truths of the book of mor-
mon to save your crumbling apostate systems
from utter ruin you may pile up your false-
hoods like mountains you may fill your rail-
road carriages to the brim with them or you
may send them by the electric current the
world round and irwill not stop the onward
progressprogresa of the truths of mormonism revealed
from heaverbeaver it cannot ataystay the arm of the
almighty from building up hisbis kingdom in the
last days or hushbush the voice of his servants
from warningwarding the nations to repent and to turn
away from their and whore doms and
from all their wickedness and abominations
which they continually practice before the
lord

the word of god is something that cannot
be destroyed but it will appear in the day of
judgment and you and I1 will be judged by it

1 believe the book of mormon I1 believe it
becauselecauseTe cause I1 consider that I1 have not only the
testimony of these twelve witnesses but a vast
amount of other evidence and testimony such
aaas you have not in relation to the things that
are contained in the jewish rerecordcorf

for instance what evidence and testimony
have the present generation and the generageneral
lions that have lived during the last seventeen
centuries that jesus christabe great redeem
er of the world arose from the dead you

i havehavelhavethebavelailealiehe testimony of four individuals and no
moremotemore provided that their testimony has not

been corrupted alteredand mutilated in the
oldest manuscripts nownol knoknownV who are they
matthew john paul and peter the otheroth erfourfour
writers of wethe new testament haveflave not said a
word about seeing jesusjesua after his resurrection
the new testament was written by eight men
matthew mark luke john paul peter
james and jude four of these men have giv-
en theirthair testimony that they bawsaw Jesu hishib
resurrection the other four have told us no-
thing about it i

but it may be asked does not the apostle
paul testify that jesus was seen by upwards of
five hundred brethren at once

but none of those five hundred brethren have
spoken of this or handed down their testimony

perhaps it will be argued that the four wit-
nesses that saw jesus viz matthew john
paul and peter performeder formed great miracles and
thus established their testimony and conse-
quently we are bound to believe them

but how do you know thatthae they performed
miracles

they have told us so
hownow do you know they tell us the truth

were you there to behold the miracles they
wrought only six of the eight wrwritersaiters of the
new testament baysay anything about miracles
suppose they all testify that there were won-
derful miracles wrought have we not as good
reason to believe eight men that testify to mir-
acles in these days

if all the men on this stand have kept jour-
nals and some of them have for a quarter of
a century and itif they have recorded what
their eyes have seen and their ears have heard
and if the several hundred elders in this large
assembly have done likewise and recorded allail
the miraculous things their eyes have seen and
their ears heard and if the generations to
come should gather up gurour journals and laang
scripts and entitle them the acts of the apos-
tles and elders of the nineteenth century they
would find tens of thousands of miracles re-
corded in these journals where the sick have
been healed the eyes of the blind opened the
ears of the deaf unstopped where the lame
have been made to leap aaas an hart and where
people have been raised up from the last stages
of cholera in the name of jesus christ and
where those who were born blind have bad
their eyes opened

would they not have as much reason to be-
lieve the journals and writings of the latter
daydal saints in relation to the miracles wrought
as you have to believe the testtestimonymony of the bixsix
writers of the new testament on the same
subject who are the new TestebtestamenttaRent writers
they are interested witnesses every one of
them

but the world saw their miracles
howflow do you know
these six writers say so

have you the testimony of any of the world
that they actually saw even one miracle
wrought by the apostles of jesus christ no
you have not

perhaps you may say that when the lame
man at the beautiful gate of the temple waswaa
healed it was done publicly before the multi-
tude

how do you know thisibis luke says so in
the acts of the apostles and you believe it on
his testimony alone howilow do you know that
jesus christ was transfiguredtrans figured on the mount
that moses and elias appeared to peter and
james and john on that occasion have pe-
ter james and john given their testimony
not a word blitbut matthew mark and luke
three men who were not present who did notnt
see the transtransfigurationfiguration and who did not see
moses and eliasellaa say so but their testimony
is second handed

we believe that peter james and john act-
ually did see holy angels did behold moses
and eliasellaa and see jesus sec-
ond handed testimonies given oiwi the subject

now we have the testimony of individuals
themselves concerning the book of mormon
not the testimony alone of elders richards and
Woowoodruffdrull or of any of these elders but the
testimonies of who beheld the angelt
and heardbeard his voice

therefore the testimony establishing the
truth of the book of mormon is fartar superior
totham establishing the bible in its present
form

I1 do not know but I1 am wearing you but I1
have endeavored in my simple way to lalayy be-
fore youyonou the evidence and testimony you have
for believing the jewish record compared with
the evidence and testimony you have for be-
lieving the ancient records of america called
the book of mormon and any person who will
carefully examine this subject will be obliged
in their own hearts to saybay there is a hundredbundred
fold more evidence to prove the divine authen-
ticity of the book of mormon that what we
have to prove the palestine records

but this iais not all we do not rest our evi-
dence alone on the testimony of these twelve
witnesses our hopes are built upon a founda-
tion surer than all these external tetestimonieses
the latter day saints are not batbat eenthusi-
astic

i

people who open their mouths and
doiylowdowndown doctrines because they are popular
because their fathers believed them but we
believe a doctrine because we have evidence to
substantiate if and then in addition to this
we seek for more truth and knowledge

the book of0 mormon informs usits bow we
may not only have faith in that book because
of thothe evidence and testimony accompanying
it but how we may obtain a knowledge con-
cerning its truth the book of mormon in
formsforma us as well aaas the holynoly Scripturescripturessj that
itif we will repent and be baptized we shall re-
ceive the gift of the holy ghost

we have tried the experiment we have
repented of our sins we have turned from our
transgressions and humbled ourselvesouraocra elveselres likeilke
little childchildren bedforbeforee eLordthefordth vv veregere buriedburled

in the water and brought out of the watwaterleenerthen
hands were laid upon us and we received the
gift of the holy ghost and this gave us a
knowledge of the truth

what are the effects of the holy ghost
jesus says in the last chapter of mark thebetheseebeese
signs bhailshall follow them that believe in mymy
name they shall cast out devils speak with new
tongues take up serpents and if they drink
any deadly thing it shall not hurt them they
shall lay hands on the sick and theys hailball re-
cover
v the promise of the signs was not tnto thette
apostles alone but he said unto them do you
go and preach the word in all the world and
he that believes your testimony andlind is bap
tided shall receive salvation and those that
will not believe shall be damndamneded and these
signssips0 shall follow them that do believe we
hahavev e believed repented been baptized and re-
ceived the gift of the holhoiholyy ghost and we
found the promise verified if it were not so
we would then know it to be anart imposition
if we found that jesus did not alfilfulfilf his pro-
mise after we fully obeyed hisbis word weve should
then know the same to be false

let me saybay to this congregation that there
would not have been a church of latter day
saints five years upon the earth had behe not
fulfilled hibbia promise after we had obeyed his
word because he made this promise not only
in the book of mormon and the new testa-
ment but by direct revelation through the
prophet that if the people would do thus and
so they should be blessed with suchbuch and such
gifts now suppose the people after having
tried it did not receive those gifts the wholebhole
church would havebave apostatized andan turned
and declared it all falsefaise bookrook of mormon
bible and everything else why because
these books made a promise on certain con-
ditions which was not fulfilled

but when the people believed and were bap-
tized for the remission of sins and filled with
the holy ghost and the visions of the future
were opened to them and the spirit of pro-
phecy rested upon them and they beheld the
sick recovering the blind receiving their sighteight
and the deaf hearingbearing surely say they
cathisthis must be of god for the lord never
would have confirmed an imposition to us by
granting the gifisgifts of the gospel

but may not the devil perform mirimiraclescleg
satan was to come with all power signs antianil
living wonders and with all viot
unrighteousness in them that periberiperishsli because
they hadbad pleasure in unrighteousness now
how do you know but these are some of the
strong delusion

but prove to us that we have had pleasure
in anything contrary to the gospel of jesus
chris that this people have not obeyed the
scriptures of eternal truth those signs that
were to come and these living wonders ac
were to be practisedpracticed by individuals that had
pleasure in unrighteousness and who rejected
the gospel of jesus christ they were to go
forth like the magicians inin the days of moses
to withstand the power of moses we see them
on one hand turning the water to bloodbloody and
moses doing the same in short moses per-
formed numerous miracles by the power of
god andard the magicians did the same how
are we to distinguish between the two mo-
ses

mo-
sea believed and obeyed the words of the most
high Ggodgud0 d and the magicians were fighting
daggainsagainstt hhimi m and yet they did miracles not inin
the name of god but by their enchantment
and so it is with all wicked miracle workers
from their aty down to the second coming of
christ they perform their lying wonders by
the power of satan by the means of somnam-
bulismbubulisalisin spirit rapping spirit writing or what-
ever it may be but when people repent and
are baptized and perform miracles in the
name of the lord such miracles are designed
to profit and benefit mankind such as laying
hands on the sick that they may be healed
speaking and interpreting tongues henchenceeyoneyouyouyon
may know them to be of god therefore it is
easily to be distinguished which of the two
powers should be received and which should be
rejected

may god bless all those who love the truth
whether jew or gentile bond or free whether
it be those who have received the gospegospel andnd
BOOK of mormon or those who are inquiring
to know concohconcertinconcerningcernin its truth itif they desire
to know the tatruth may the god of heaven
who has sent forth his angel and conCODconfirmedfirmed the
truth anto many pour out his holy spirit up-
on them and enlighten their minds inasmuch
as they go before god with an honest heart
that they may know as the latter day saints
knowow that this work is a message from the
almightyimi aty to be proclaimed to every nation
kindredlindred and people upon the face of the whole
earth and when ttheyey know from god that
thiathis work is true they will not be tossed to
and fro and carried aboaboutut with every wind of
doctrine but they will be built upon a founda-
tion upon which they can rest secure tho the
whirlwindswhirl winds cfof persecution may beat upon
them thothol they may be hated derided and suf-
fer the losslosa of all tthingshinge time after timelime
though they maybe driven to and fro anaanti
scattered from anicitcity to city and from synagogue
to synagogue and their patriarchs prophets
and Apostapostlesiealea be put to death yet with all
this distress and poverty brought upon them
by being robbed and plundered of their lawful
possessions and with all the injury they may
sustain from year to year they will navehave some-
thing in the midst of it all that will give them
joy peace and happiness and that something
is A KNOWLEDGE grop THE TRUTH not merely
a faith that the foundation on which they are
built is cfof god but a knowledge that they are
established upon a rock that cannot be moved
which is as firm as the throne of jehovah and
as secure as the eternal attributes of the alaa
mighty


