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oddressing the saints wou be much moremo e accept-
able arandandardd henbenhencee I1 have felt to hold my dongue

my father late patriarch john smith was the
sixth son of asahel smith and was born in new
hampshire joseph smith the father of tilethe
prophet and second son of asahel was born in
topsfieldTops field massachusetts the second asanet
smith the father of eliasellas who addressed you this
forenoon was the third son of my grandfather

I1 merely name this fact because as br kim-
i ball and br younyoung remarked so very few of that
family have been valiant for the truth there
are but few comparatively of their numerous pos

that have been valiant for the truth
after thetha family of joseph smith senior was

destroyed there were but few left to stand up for
the truth of the gospel of all that numerous
family mytuy fathers elder brother was the father
of a numerous posterity and was a bitter enemy
to the truth and his descendants remain so to the
present time the only remaining brother of
the prophet william has done all that hebe could
do all that was in his power I1 may say from the
time of the prophets death to annihilate and de-
stroy the principles which the prophet taught to
the nations of the earth

mymv uncle silas smith iioiloliethe fourth son afasaof asa
betel diedaled on his way to missouri or rather on his
return from there behigbeing driven from that state
iryiff 1839 in pike countycount illinois he had been
in the church some years and had been faithful

asahel smith the father of elias was a man of
an extraordinary retentive memory and possessedposses pd

faa great knowledge of the bible so much so that
hebe could read it as well without the book as with
it and after he embraced mormonism nobody
could oppose him successfully for all their ob-
jections were answered from the bible immedi-
ately giving chapter and verse he died on his
awasway to the valley in the state of iowa in 1848
he was a patriarch in the church and bore a
faithful testimony to the truth

of my grandfathers family there is lintbut one
living an old mylady by thenamaethe name of waller resi-
ding inin the city of new york and she is 90 years
of age and remembers all that has transpired
during the last eighty years just as well as ifiritit
had allali just occurred I1 visited her when I1 wagwasa s
last back there and in talking with me she would
speak of things that hadbad transpired many years
cacleasback as though they had occurred within a year
she is sanguine jnin relation to the truth of mor-
monism althofalthoughh aehe has never embraced it
and to use the lalanguageguage afof her sonon she preaches
it all the time

my grandfather asahelasabel smith heard of the
coming forth of the book of mormon and he said
it was titrueus for heilg knew that something would
turn up in hishb family that would revolutionize the
world the news came to us in 1828 we thentilen
lived inin new york the four brothers were there
asahel silas jesse and john the old man my
grandfather living with them

we received the news that some place hadbad been
discovereddisco vereil containing plates of gold the oldola
manban as I1 remarked said that it was true al-
though his oldest son felt disposed to ridicule it
liehe lived till the book of mormon was brought
to him and died when liellehelianhadbad read it about half
through being 87 years of age

the ccongregationondreg galion will excuse moeroe forfon naming
thiathis but I1 wawas so disgusted with thetiie conduct ofof

I1 william that when I1 was in thetile eastern states
I1 almost tooltook pains to obliterate the fact from
theibe earth that my name was smith for I1 con

it was the worst thing a man could do idto
endeavor to build himself up on the merits of
others and I1 feel so yet and for cousin william
to go and endeendeavorator to pull down the work of his
brother I1 feel that he hasbas disgraced the family
and the name

I1 have never suffered one single exertion to be
omitted on my part that would in any way tendend
to sustain the principles and doctrines of the holy
gospel and aid in the development of the holy
priesthood which god has revealed I1 have en-
deavoreddeavodearod red all the time to preserve as perfect a his
torylory of the prophet and those connected with
himbim from the organization of the Churclicil to the
present time as I1 possibly could

the saints could have carried william uponspon
their shoulders they could ha-vehave carried him inin
their arms and have done any thing for himhi m iif be
would harehave laid aside his anifofollieslieslles and wickedness
and have done rrightht it is like the jatinlatin figurefigurebutbut
I1 begg your pardon I1 neverneterrieter studied latin but suf-
ficece it to say the husbandman found a rattlesnake
cold and frozen and liehe took it and he put it in hisbis
bosombosora and kept it there till it was warm and
then the snake coiled about the husbandmenhusbandman and
destroyed his life

this waswaa the conduct ofif william smith in the
days of joseph and afterwards up to the present
time the principle that a manroan should stand up
on in this world ieis simply this he should do right
himself and thereby set an example to others
putrut for aL noanroan to havebave good blood in hiswis veinsveins
and then to go and disgrace that blood is perhaps
a double responsibility

if we descended from abraham or from joseph
or from arlyany other virtuousi good apriuprightht manmar
and we do notriot emulate hisbis deeds and frowfollow hisbis
example the greater will be our shame

when I1 was about eleven years old my grand-
father received letters containing the news that
joseph of uncle joseph had discovered
by the revelations of the almighty some goldplates and that these gold plates contained a re-
cord of great worth

it was generally ridiculed and laughedlaugh edatat A
short time after this another letter came written
byy josephose himhimself and this letter bore testimony
off the wickedness and the fallen condition of the
chriatianchristian world my father read the letter and
J well the remark he made about it
4 why helie he writes uelike a prophet

some time ioin august 1830 my uncle jospphjosephphjsmithidith andlind don carlos smith came some two
hundred and fifty miles from where the prophet I1

was residing in ontario county mewkw york and j
I1

they brought a book of mormon withwilb hemthem I1ijlladtad neverlever seen them before aria I1 gifgitelf astonished j
it their sayings

ununcle asejoseph and donvon carloscarios wereer e acxanxious0 stoto
get to stockholm to see grandfather accordingly
theythem started and my father went to carry them
I1 and my mother spent the whole of saturday
all day sunday and sunday night in reading the
book of mormon and I1 believe I1 teadaread and
studied it moremoie then than I1 have ever done sisincencenee
I1 studied it attentively and renneipenned down what I1
considered to be serious objections although I1
was but thirteen years of age yet I1 consconsidereddered
the objections I1 hadlad discovered to be sufficient to
overthrow it

about five in the evening the neighbors
came in and wanted to see the boolbooebook they took
hold of the book and some of them were probes

religion and they bbegangan to raise their ob-
jections fault with and ridicule the book
and there was nono one to defend it so I1 thought I1
would try I1 commenced to argue in favor of the
book and answered one objection after another
until I1 came off victoriously and got the compli-
ment of being a very smart boy

no one brbrought0aught the objections to the book that
I1 hadbad mine were geographical objections I1 had
studied geography a few weeks but that few
weeks
deal about it

itis like a man that studies the hebrew lan-
guage

an
he hashaa to drink deep before he an do

muchmuch with it and I1 thought I1 could confound
them inalnain a few days I1 sapsawsaw my uncle and talked
with him and in about half an hour all my learned
objections to the book of mormon were dispens-
ed with and I1 found myself in tilethe same position
as my neighbors andabd from that day to this I1 havehavo
been an advocate of the book of mormon and
have never suffered it to be slanderedlarlai dered
againsta amt without saying something in its favor
with one exception anand then I1 said something

1I had been the favorite of my uncle jesse and
hebe was a religious man a covenanter and 1I
thought what behe did not know was not worth
knowing ilehe came but with all hihiss strengthth
against it and exerted the most cruel tyranny
over his family prohibited my uncle joseph from
talking in his house and threatened to hewbew down
with highis broad axe any who would dare to preach
such nonsense inill his

I1 went lo10 visit him and he abused me because
I1 hadbad become favorable and because uncle jo-
seph bad a private conversation with me I1 had
always treated him with the greatest respect and
entertained a very high opinion ofor him he was
a man of good educationaducakioh and had considerable
display and being the eldereider of the family he nat-
urally elicited frfrom0m us more or less resrespectpecacf

finallfinally in conversation upon various subjectslandTandhe turnedturne and talked about that private conversa-
tion and he said joe dare not talk in my pre-
sence then says he thefabe devil never shut mydiv
mouth 1 I1 replied perhaps he opened it uncle I1
thought I1 should haveave lost my identity he gave
me to the devil instanter I1 went and told uncle
asahel what had transpired and the old gentle-
man laughed and I1 then went to see uncle silas
and told him and be said liif old men begin to
talk with boys they must take boys play and
from that day to the present if I1 have said any-
thing I1 have said what I1 have thought

diningdm ing the fall of 1830 a gentleman who liliveded
inin our neighborhood went to western new york
and saw thehe prophet got baptized and ordained
an elder and that was elder solomon humphreyvery fewtew knew theike old gentleman he lieddied inin
missouri in 1035 1 he was a very faithful man
previous to joiningjoining the church helie was a baptist
exhorter he came back to our place of resi-
dence in company with a man named wakefield
who is named in the book of doctrine and cove
ants they cainecalnecame and preached and baptized

for lie remission of sins
I1 had beenbeeh raised and my mo-

ther was a veryveryverv pious woman the reverend
elijah lyman her uncle who lived in brookf-
ield vermont was tilethe standard of religionrelirellgionglon in
that country and he had bestowed uponii on her the
greatest care hatthat her relirell be of the
best kind and of course I1 had a great9reat deal of
this religion in meime which I1 had learned from her

I1 wanted to know what I1 should do to be
savedaved so I1 went to a presbyterian revival meet-
ingaeI1 n tot

lafter0 getet religion that I1 might be prepared to join
the latterlatten day saints or mormonscormonsMormons as they are
termed

at thethi timelime my father was sick with the con-
sumption and given up to die I1 had a herd of
cattle to take care ofor but notwithstanding my
numerous duties I1 went to the protracted meeting
aadand took a load of persons with me I1 carried
them there and brought them back averyevery layday
they had a fashion off religionionioa that I1 had never
heard 0of and iiif was one that was not knownk inin
the daysdars of the apostles and even john wesley
nor any of the old reformerreformers had not got such a
thingthin into their headsbeadsthatthatthai of convertingconvert ilagg souls by
machinery

therhe process was like thisth is all who desired to
be prayed to take certain seats and then I1one of the ministers preached to them and depict-
ed the miseries of hell and thehe duration of ebern1

ly A nen inose people were taken to a praying
establishment where praying was carried onoil night
and day then after a certain tune heythey were
brought back and preached to again thehe minisminis-
ters keeping before their eyes tilethe untold mimisese

of hell and the duration of eternity
when the ministers got them to feel anxiousanxious

they would sing with them and then pray again
when a man by this process was declared to be
converted then

i
he was required to get up and

formally renouncence the world the flesh and the
devil 1 and to tell his experience this was about
thehe processproc essliiiicim near as i1 can recollect I1 did not
9go0 to the anxious seat myselfin selfseif for I1 was not yet
under conviction

during this time of going to the protracted
meeting I1 hadhaa fire wood to cut my sick father
to attend to and to take care of our stock but I1still I1 endeavored to6 attend meetingmeetingssi partly to
accommodate my friends and partly because I1 de
airedsired to bebp present subject tofo thesethele cir

t was undunderuddererthethe pecesnecessitysity ofol retta

ingmgi homehome every evening and hence 1 could not
stay as late as many of them

while at the piotrprotractedacted meeting bmhowever I1
had the satisfaction of hearing some of my own
comrades who hadbad got converted formally re
bounce the world the flesh and the devil and
promise henceforth toio be christians

in the midst of all this yyouou may depend upon
it that if ewtever a poor soul asked god to show him
the way of life I1 did and that too with all my might
mind and strength I1 could not be a hypocrite
and to laysay I1 was afraid of damnation when I1 had
no fear of it at all that was what I1 could not do

I1 always had the credit of being the greatest
coward in the family and hence the others used
to take pleasure in ridiculing what they termed
my cowardice it is also well known that when-
ever there has been any thing the matter in the
shape of indian difficulties I1 have hadbad the char-
acter of belhbeing the greatest coward inin the coun-
try especially inin the southern martofpart of this territ-ory and yet I1 was not afraid of hell when all its
mismiseriesedes were painted 1 before my eyes neither
would J say that I1 was under conviction

was not
thisthia meeting was a great one and the progress

made in converting souls was also great and they
made hell look soso terrible to nearly all present
that they burnt out and frightened about ailialit the
sinners in the place except myself

atoneat one time they hadbad two hundred sinners ununeuni
der conviction and such crying groaning sighing
and lamentation for sins anever heardbeard either be-
fore or since they were so forcible and terrific
that they are indelibly written upon my memory

I1 soonhoori found myself alone not a soul except
myself but was either converted or awfully on
the way mr cannon ourcur minister pointed his
finger at me as I1 sat alone for therehere was not a
sinner in the gallery except myself and liehe saldsaid
100 sinner I1 seal you up to eternal damnation in
the name of jesus christychrist behe repeated it three
times over and concluded by saying oi01 sinnersinner
may your blood be upon your own headbead

I1 went home that evening and scattered my
friends about leaving the girls at theiralir respective
hhomes for 1I like my brethren am very fond of
thethe ladiesladles therefore I1I1 carried a goodly proportion
of themhem to meeting every day I1 thought a good
deal upon what I1ithad heardheald and scarcely knew i

go or not but finally concluded
that I1 would go therefore the next morning I1
gathered up my load of passengers and carriedearned
ththemeni to meeting again

when on the way to meeting a young man by
the namedame of carygary asked me where I1 was going to
sit that day I1 told him I1 was not very particu-
lar well said he suppose9 e you sit with rnme
I1 Isaidsaid agreed I1 had heard this same young man
in a previousptevious meeting formally renounce the
world the flesh and the devil

when we arrived at the place of meeting ac-
cording to agreement I1 followed him with the
intention of sittisittingng with him I1 had a decided
objection against being driven to heavenheaved but I1
found he was actually leading me to thetile anxious
bench and I1 considered that if the priest the day
before who hadbad sealed me up to eternaleterna1 damna-
tion had any authority it was very little use in
my going to the anxious bench

I1 did not discover where friend garycary was lead-
ing me totd till I1 got near by tilethe minister he
looked at me when I1 turned away from tilethe
anxious bench and he again walked into the pul-
pit and pronounced the solemn sealing of eternal
damnation upon me and again appended to it that
my blood was to be upon my own headbead

onoil that day the reverend mr williams de-
livered an address on the untold miseries of hell
audaad the duration of eternity whether my mind
was then agitated

11 in of the solemn
woesboes pronounced upon me bythe other minister
or whether thehe address was such a very eloquent
one I1 cannot now say but of all discourses de-
scribing hell eternal damnation and the compli-
cation of miseries to which damned soulsnouh were
subjected it rseemedseemed tometo me that his address was
the most terrific

I1 admired it for its sublimity and the beautiful
descriptive powers that were exhibited through-
out the whole discourse and where hebe got it fromam
I1 did not know and of course could not tell

at the conclusion of the meeting I1 gathered up
my passengers tool them home and distributed
them about and tod them that I1 had no idea of
going any more to the protracted meeting for
said 1I 1I have been sealed up nine times to eternal
damnation and hence if the priest haidhad any author-
ity it isi no useinuse in my going any moremorel but saidsad LI1
if he indeed bad any hee would not act the infer-
nal fool

I1 elder 0 hyde blessed the sacramental cupclipI1 have no doubt feared you with so minute a
detail of my experience but it is13 at least a gratl
4ficacatloncationloriiori to me to relate it and hence I1I1 trust you
will excuse xarnyiny being so minute inin detail

A short time after this the elders of israel
preached in our neighborhood the doctrines of re-
pentancepentapen tancenceoce and baptism for the remission of sinssing
precisely as preached by the apostle peteranaPeterand
by our lord and savior jesus christ these
rinesfines I1 was pleased to hear I1 believe them and
received them in mytoy heart

now you are all aware how I1 was formally
sealed up to eternal damnation notwithstandi-ng

d
this I1 was waited upon hvbv the agent of the

presbyterianpresby terianterlan young mans society and told
that if I1 would abaiabalabandonidon mymv father and pledge
myself never to become a mornionorniannion theytiey would
give me seven years education and then at the ex-
piration
become
pi of that time I1 might study divinity and
become a minister of the presbyterian order

hutbut said majrlairI1 mr cannon sealed me up to eter-
nal damnation and hence it would not doao fortoror meune
to become a minister he rerirepliedlied 100 that dealtdon
make any dlfdifTerencedifference 1

well then said 1I if that is all the forcefor yourour
religion and 5yourour mini stera have I1 will not haveaveanTanythingthing to do with them then he concluded
theyhey world not require me tto preach but liehe said

they would eivegiveiyelyeive mrispis seven years education and
then I1 might choose what professionglonsion I1 liked

I1 towtoy him I1 was tgt konorhonor mypy fathertatherathe

and as be was sicklackiI1 shouldhou attend to him at piesent however eswauch I1 might desire an education
as AI got allah tthehe folks in tilethe

neighborhood cammencee imposingi upon methe idea that they had of a religious kanwalroan
this if he would stand still to be spit upon to be
mocked and abused therbethen he waswa religious but
if he resented any of these insults then they con

that he had no religion
I1 was very large of my age but I1 had bofnot

strengthastrenmth in proportion to myray sizesize and I1 was alat
ways very clumsy but finally I1 told the boys
who were imposing upon me that it was part of
my religion to fight andapil I1 pulled moyroy coat aandnd
flogged ththe whole school and frofromT that day 1I waswasi
respected so long as I1 stayed in the neighbor-
hood r

it was with a good deal of reluctance how-
ever that manymandof of the boys who had previously 4
been able to handle me would yield for some ofafy
them wele four or five years older thanthair I1 was
butin two daysdas it was aallali11 finished and I1 hadbad
peace

that winter I1 commenced to study arithmetic
I1 hadbad previously studied geography as youyon havehaia
already learned and during tha I1 worked 1

at arithmetic until I1 got to vulgar fractions
but I1 could not find out what vulgar fractions
were and I1 dont know yet and hence I1 do not
think I1 am entitled to much credit for the profici
ency attaiattalattainedried in my education

I1 always took greatreat pleasure in reading history ranTboth religious and profane blitbut as to getting an
education such as is requisite for a professional j

I1 manroan in the world I1 did not havehavert thehp chance ex7 r
hepting the onelone before alluded to and that dilldilunot choose to accept of

in 1833 1I moved to kirtland with my father and
went to work on the temple doing whatever 1I
washablewawassahlesableaweaye to do 1 p

1I will hwehue digress from the subject of mycay earex
perience and remark that I1 have asked a greagreattitji
many if they could tell who those twenty fourelders were who laid the foundation of that
temple but I1 have never yeI1 got the inform atlon
and if there are any who canca givegaze it they are
smarter tb adineapine and I1 waswa there and joollookeded on
if there of the brethrenethienbr who have chistthis

should hand it in to0 the histohiat
riansriana goffio

3 where it cailcan libe preserved in the
archives of lleilelie churchich

it is proper here to say that I1 went to work at
the firstt principles and that you know is ne
cessare for every orleone to do I1 went to work at I1
quarrying rock then hauling rock tending masolmaswasoa
and performing such other work as I1 was con

capable of doing in my bungling way J
iveevevveive were a pious people inin those day buanobut nott

withstanding our piety our neighbors sosoonop talked iofbf mobbing uus they hadbad alreadyalfready tarred andan4 ffeathered the prophet josephjoseehjoseph and sidney rigdonbigdon
and they threatened us wllwilwith mobbing andaid expel
sion As I1 remarked we were thentheil very piousand we prayed the lord to kill the mob

it was buthu a little time before the saints wirewarewere
driven out of jackson ccounty0anly missouri the ATprinting press d es troyed men tarred and feathered
women ravishedlavishedravished and men womenwomer and children
scattered to the four winds of heaven all in con
sequence of our relirellreligionionlon

NOW I1 am never afraid whenn dpdo not hinkthink
ananythingthy 13is going to hurt me when I1 aiam certain
thereere I1is rno danger then I1 am not tilethe least afraid jfthothe reason I1 havehae beebeenn called a coward has beenbeena
from the fact that whenevernever I1 believed there haahasanyany danger I1 have always gone in for providaprovilinforfoi it and used my ingenuity to thwart that daldan iigerker and hence I1 have bbeeneeikecil called a cowardly vtsome

with my brethren who have addressed you I1have lain by the side of the prophet in kirtlandJi rlland
tota gia him half of each night for a whole wig
ter so that if aryanyanythingthink occurred I1 could give n- oi
tice to all the brethren uiin a very short timelima

I1 have beenbeep by those crossC r0ss roads that some 0ofthe brethren remember and have seen our ene imies pass by so near that I1 could have knockedd
them down with a stick things wwereere so ar- ffranged that if numberdumber rcamegameame along
I1 was preparedproprapared to communicate it to the brethren
I1 have had considerable experience and I1 havebaelearned thathat beunous as it may appearappin whenever
a man becomes a latterlitter day saint theahe deldevildeiwants to kill him

As I1 have told you I1 was raised latheinthein the mothr
ern part of new yorkyoric Aa rough country where t
instead of goingboimgoim

1
to get poles fo0 o fence williwith we

used to cut down0wn hemlock trees and splitswit tieratheminto rails
east is ssaidaid to0 o be the quarter for light bericehericeitmaybe admitted that I1 havebave acquired a little I1once strayed as far massachusettsas qiuI1 nd infil a11town where there awe several baptist priests I1

I1 endeavored to preach the gopelgo pelpei burtheybutt they senttheirthein sons into the meetinggr house who smoked
out the congregation with brimstone and that iia specimenspecimen of what would be poured ou t u orlthe saints by tilethe whole christian world itif tthey
had the opportunity r

in an address delivereddeliverbd some years azoasoaZ 0 I1 sspokeakeoke
of marylandMarylnnd as a state of liberty butbU t oarour re
porters made me say massachusetts though theythyare not to blame for they are raw
and therefore thetho fault abst have been with thla
editor

I1 said that massachiMassa isetts was the hot bed ofor
superstitionSP and religions intolerance and that
marylandA aryland was the first state that bybv ilerher laws
and institutions allowed mentomen to worship god asthey pleased

whether this mistake was accidental or notnot I1ia
cannot say but I1 wish now to correct it forfor I1do believebelieka massachusetts to be the veryviry hot hedbed
gt0 andend iouslous intolerance

jnin the progress of this church mobs gathered
around us and continued to crowvow thicker till auzou
history brought us to farpar west where thethalieiia govov
arnor ordered out seventeen thousand ttroopsP p to
exterexterminate thehe andend a4 preatgreatrea t manyilywere marched on to tha ground preparatoryprepara t y to
being shot by the order of major oarkdark

there areareasa greatreat many menmew alive wewerere
thorethereirv aaa ntenbredyei through the operationopera lontonloc and Wwho


