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lucsyof yucay without speaking of a

tower situated on an isolated
oca andalad made of rough stones

are niches anian 3 outside are
naCUIP tares1 representing a serpent

to most likely a temple the repe-weau veneration of the ancient pe
buusaryans for isolated rocks jujustifiesstifles
I1 idea the indians of todayweve inherited the superstition oftheirbleir forefathers and none of them
wouldouid dare to pass this tower with

bowing profoundly to it throwhog downdow11 a stone and muttering anklocevocationaaion
Thhe6 leading features of the re-
ous belief of the ancient

aka4 were strictly Judal cal and
attie descriptions read like passages
in josephus they believed in the
mortality of the soul and in a
aie life of pleasure or pain the

who had well employed his
thaelle went to the world above where

8 reward awaited him if on the
contrary11 ry he had led a bad life he

flung into the world below
1116sue future life whether happy or

berwiseerwise was held to be entirely
alteew and natural this is clearly

wn from the nature of the sub
acee accompanying the burial of

theue dead food ornaments wea
POUwl etc discovered in theiraresates

whilehile the book of mormon con
tunaAs a mine of archaeological wealtht destruct and delight the wonder

og scientist it is moreover a
ebee repositorytory of precious gems
at gospel truth of orthodox doc
talles and apostolic teachings

U8 veatgreat diversity of opinion upon
adious matters has long existed inaale christian world many honest
w sincere writers in past ages

aake labored earnestly to promote

t MItyty in principle andtace to such and to all truth loving
J welej the history of the christian
goh in the earliest times andtheae testimony of apostles and other

ioful witnesses have been held
14 the highest esteem and eagerlyg

ht after that there were er-
nftak the churches even in the
t times the epistles to the co

ab nb the galatians and the

Vfc
8 16 breare standing proofs there

dantanoand eminent testimonyteajah14rw toin after ages things grew
atallohua worse those errors whichin the first century were but the

u and the tender blade have
an
ant4 thee lapse of ages brought forth

abundant harvest of apostasy
corruption how precious

SS must be the recorded words of

ta wa were known to be author

0 it
dmd uncorrupted witnesses of

1 and his doctrinesoolrin the
aiej 0 mormon contains the

of those who assoni

abed with jesusjesua christ after his
crucifixion also much of his per-
sonal teachings together with doc-
trines precepts audand prophecies of
holy and inspired men

foxe author of the book of mar-
tyrs calls the three hundred yeayearsra
next after christ the primitive
church see acts and monu-
ments book by others the
term is applied to the christian
community comprehended within
the lives of the apostles all of whom
passed from mortal view before the
close of the first century A D
the names of a few writerswriter called
holy fathers who lived in those

early times are preserved and held
in profound veneration because of
their opportunities of being ac-
quaintedquainterquaintedd with the doctrines and
order of the church in its purest
times

st demonsclemens of romeborne supposed
to be the same as mentioned by
paul in phil iv 3 and claimed by
the catholics to be the first pope is
credited with being the author of

apostolic canons J constitu-
tions homilieshomiliusho milies and epistles to
which is attached the greatest im-
portance because of their antiquity

ignatius polycarp justin mar-
tyr irenaeusIrenceus and some
others who lived in the second cen-
tury are names of great considera-
tion because of their association
with the infant church the au-
thority of saint ignatius is particu-
larly venerable because he not only
lived in the age of christ but it is
believed that he was one of the
children brought to him and taken
up in his arms and blessed on
this account he was surnamed
Theop horus signifying borne or

carried by god 11 see denomina-
tional reasonbeason why page 3 ac-
cording to another legend he was
the child whom the savior set in
the midst of his disciples the
writings of this apostolic father

fifteen epistles a liturgy and a
work entitled were held
by some to be of equal authority
with the new testament cham-
bers art st igna-
tius

Polypolycarpearp bishop of smyrna com-
panion of john the revelatorBevelator is
ileeppresentedresented as a most saintly charac-
ter and the five epistles attributed
to him are considered to be of im-
mense value irenaeusIren seusceus who lived
about sixty five years after poly-
carp speaks of him thus

qt can tell also the very place
where the blessed PpolycarpI1 was ac-
customedcus tomed to sit ananddOTIdiscourseurse and
also his entrancesentrance his walks the

complexion of his life and the form
of his body and his conversation
with the people and his familiar
intercourse with john as he was
accustomed to tell as also his famil-
iarity with those that had seen the
lord also concerning his mir-
acles his doctrines all these were
told bby polycarp in consistency
with Lfile holy scriptures as he
received them from the eye wit
nesses of the doctrine of salvation

this passage occurs in an
epistle to a roman her-

etic Florflorinusimus and is preserved by
eusteusebiusblus history ecal chapter
20 and shows the respect which Is
due to witnesses of the church in
early times

though acknowledged
to be an apostate he having quar-
reled with the romanboman clergy and
it is saidmad adopted gm is
nevertheless esteemed a profound
teacher and reliable authority upon
many things see chambers en

while all these things can be
affirmed of the antiquity of the
eastern hemisphere and of the
christian church in asia similar
but clearer and more direct testi-
monies can be adduced from the
antiquities of the western half of
the globe and from the christian
church of Zarah emla and of the
land of nephi in South America

when it is asserted that the doc-
trinal portion of the book of mor-
mon its moral preceprecepts08 and gospel
truths are of equal authority and

iness with those of the new
testament the truth is but stated
in part the comparison as to un-
blemished authority and freedom
from interpolations leave a con-
siderablesiderable margin in favor of the
former

the contents of the book of mor-
mon while embodying a registry of
most interesting historical facts of
the remotest antiquity possesses a
most singular clearness of authority
and freedom from extraneous mat-
ter a gen inessulness peculiarlypecullarly its own
and not possessed by any other liter-
ary work of like character and
sweep of time

the first pages contain a brief
history of about years and
were engraved upon plates called
the small plates of nephi page

note 2 cl these plates were
preserved and their contents re-
mained unchanged as the writers
engraved them until they were de-
livered into the hands of the in 9

translator page note p
the next pages embody an

abridgment of the writings of vari-
ous authors and historians these
engravings were quite full and vo


