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of Yucay without s king of a
Tound tower, situnted mn isolated
¢k, and mnde of rough stones.
Dside are niches, ani outside are
li‘;‘“_lpl.urus representing a serpent.
15 most likely a temple. The ge-
ar veperation of the anclent e
*uvians for isolated rocks, justifies
8 idea. The Indians, of today,
h’“'e inherited the superstition of
weir forefnthers; and none of them
ould dare to pass this tower with-
Ut bowing profoundly to it, throw-

Iug down & stone, and muttering an
avocntion, »

The leading featiures of the re-
&lous bellef of the ancient Peruvi-
M8, wepe strictly Judaical, and
%me descriptions rend like passnges
;n J‘Jﬂff}:ihus. They believed in the
Mmortality of the soul, and in a
Uture Jifo of plensure or pain. The
g‘“n who had well employed his
Me, went to the world above,where
reward awnited him. If, on the
Cntrary, he had led a bad life, he
¥83 flung Into the world below.
he future life, whether happy or
othﬂr\vise, was held to be entirely
ol and patural. This s clearly
*10Wn from the nature of the sub-
Uees accompanying the burial of
the dead-—food, omiaments, wea-
Pous, ete,, discovered in their sepul-
Fug,
While the Book of Mormon con-
D8 a mine of arehmological wealth
instruct and delight the wonder-
oh king scientist, it is, moreover, a
Oice repository of precious gems
& pel truth—of orthodox doe-
es and apostolic teachings.
As great diversity of opinion upon
lous matters has long existed in
¢ Christian world, many honest
Sincere writers in past ages
un labored earnestly to promote
b nimity in principle and prac-
'8, to such, and to all truth-loving
& Ple, the history of the Christian
. Urch in the earliest times, and
fu;, bestimony of apostles and other
N hfu] witnesses, have been held
i the highest esteem, nnd eagerly
That there were er-

to

hﬂve

Ught after.
™ in the churches, even In the
r;’nr:;‘t times the Epistles to the Co-
inne, the Galatians, and the

it ztt’)re“'a, are standing proofs. There
hntundnnt and eminent testimony
'mu, In after ages, things grew
in (t:h Worse. Those errors, which
by he fimt contury were but the
with, And the tender blade, have,
in the lapse of ages, brought forth
Abundant harvest of apostasy
then Corruption. How precious,
thom; must be the recorded words of
- Who were known to be author-
And yucorrupted witnesses of
"8 and His doctrines? The
ine of Mormon contains the genu-
onies of thuse who associ-
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ated with Jesus Christ, after His
crucifixion, also much of His per-
sonal teachings, together with doc-
trines, precepts and prophecies of
holy and inspired men.

Foxe, author of the Book of Mar-
tyrs, calls the three hundred years
next after Christ, the ‘‘primitive
church.” See Acts and Monu-
ments, Book 1st. By others the
term s applied to the Christinn
community comprehended within
the lives of the apostles, all of whom
passed from mortal view before the
close of the flrst ecentury, A. D.
The names of a few writers, called
““Holy Fathers,” who lived in those
early times, are preserved and held
in profound veneration, because of
their opportunities of being nec-
quainted with the doctrines and
order of the church in its purest
times.

8t. Clemens, of Rome, supposed
to be the_same as mentioned by
Paul in Phil. iv: 3, and claimed by
the Catholics to be the first Pope, is
credited with being the author of
“Apostolic Canons,” ‘‘Constitu-
tions,”> homilies and epistles, to
wlich is nttached the greatest im-
portance, because of their antiquity.

Iynatius Polycarp, Justin Mar-
tyr, Irenus, Tertullian, and some
others, whe lived in the second cen-
tury, are names of great considera-
tion, because of thelr associntion
with the infant church. The au-
thority of Baint Ignatius is particn-
lIarly venerable, because he not only
lived in the age of Christ, but it is
believed that he was one of the
children brought to Him, and taken
up in His arms and blessed. On
this account he was surnamed
Theophorus, signifying ‘‘borne* or
“earried by God.” Bee Denomina-
tionnl Reason Why, page 3. Aec-
cording to another legend he was
the child whom the Savior set in
the midst of Hls disciples. The
writings of this “apostolic father??
—fifteen epistles, a Hiurgy, and a
work cntitled Didache—were held
by some to be of equal authority
with the New Testament. Cham-
bers’ Eneyclopsedia, Art. Bt. Igna-
tius.

Polycarp, bishop of Smyrna, com-
panion of John the Revelator, is
1epresented as a4 most saintly chare-
|t.er; and the five epistles attributed
to hlm, are eonsidered to be of im-
mense value. Trenmeus, who llved
about sixty-flve years after Poly-
earp, speaks of him thus:

“] can tell nlso the very place
where the blessed Polyearp was ac-

customed to sit and discourse; and
also his entrances, his walks, the

' with the Holy
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eomplexion of- his Hfe and the form

of his body, and his conversation
with the people, and his familiar
intercourse with John, as he was
nccustomed to tell, as also his fami?-
iarity with those that had seen the
Lord. Also concerning his mir-
acles, his doctrines, all these were
teld by Polycm'g, in egnsistency

criptures, 28 he
received them from the eye-wit-
nessus of the doctrine of salvation.»

This passge occurs In an ex-
postilatory epistle to n Roeman her-
etic, Florimus, and Is preserved by
Eusebjus, History Eeel., chapter
20, and shows the respect which is
due to witnesses of the church in
early times.

Tertullian, though acknowledged
to be an apostate, he having guar-
reled with the Roman clergy, and,
it is said, adopted Montanism, is,
nevertheless, esteemed a profound
teacher and relinble authority upon
many things. See Chambers’? En-
eyclopiedin.

While all these things can be
affirmed of the antiguity of the
epstern hemisphere, and of the
Christinn Church in Asia, gimilar,
but clearer and more direct testi-
monies ean be adduced from the
antiquities of the wustern half of
the globe, and from the Christian
church of Zarahemin, and of the
Land of Nephl in Bouth America.

When it is asserted that the doc-
trinnl portion of the Book of Mor-
mon, its moral precepts and Gospel
truths are of equal authority and
genuiness with those of the New
Testament, the truth is but stated
in part; the comparisen as to un-
blemisbhed authority and freedem
from interpolations, leave a con-
siderable margin in faver of the
former.

The contents of the Book of Mor-
mon, while embodying a reglstry of
most interesting historieal facts of
the remotest antiquity, possesses n
most singular clearness of authority,
and freedom from extraneous mat-
ter; a genuiness peculiarly ita own,
and not porsessed by any other Hter-
ary work of like charncter and
sweep of time.

The first 157 pages contain a brief
history of about 400 yenrs, and
were eugraved upon plates called
the small plates of Nephi. Page
157, note 2 d. These plates were
preserved, and their contents re-
mained unchanged, as the writers
engrnved them, until they were de.
Hvered into the hands of the in-
gpired translator. Page 158, note p.

The next 291 pages embody an
abridgment of the writings of vari-
ous authors and historians. These
engravings were quite full amd vo_



