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DISCOURSE

By Elder WILFORD WOODRUFTF,
delivered in the New Tubernacle,
Salt Lake City, April, 6,
1872,

REPORTED BY D. W. EVANBS,

Tarovar the mercy and loving kindness
of our father in the heavens we are again
permitted to meet in . general conference
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter~day
Saints, Forty-two years ago this day this
church was organized with six members,
by a prophet of the living God, raised up
in these last days by the administration of
angels from G-oz, and ordained unto all the
keys and powers of the Melchizedee priest-
hood and apostleship, and of the kingdom
of God on the earth, According to the best
knowledge we have, 1842 years ago to-day,
the Lord Jesus was crucified on Mount
Calvary for the sins of the world. The 6th
day of April isa very important day in
many respects, It has certainly been very
interesting to the Latier~day Saints to
watch the history and progress of this
charch and kingdom during the last forty-
two years, This isone of the must import-
ant geoerations that men, or God, or
angsls have ever seen on the earth: it is a
dispensation and generation when the
whole flood of prophecy aud revelation and
vision given through iospired men for the
last six thousand years is to have its
fulfillment, and especially in relation to
the establishment of the great kingdom anrd
Zion of God on the earth. Joseph Smith
was one of the greatest prophets God ever
raised up on the earth, and the Lord has
bad bis eye upon him from the fouundation
of the world, Any man who has ever read
the book of Isaiah, which we frequently
have quoted to us, can see that he, with
other prophets, had his eye upon the latter-
day Zion of God, Hesays in one place,
“Sing O heavens, rejoice O earth, break
forth into singing, O ye mountains, for the
Lord bath comforted his pe;:{)la, be will
have mercy upon bhis affl cted. » But Zion
said: The Lord hath forsakeu me, and my
Lord hath forgotten me.”” *“Ah,” =ays the
Lord, *Can a woman forget ber sucking
child, that she should not have compas
sion on the son of her womb? Yea, they
may forget, yet will not [ forget thee.
Berhold, I have graven thee upon the
palms of my bands; thy walls a1e continn
ally before we.”

The Lord never created this world at
random; he has never done any of his
work at random, The earth was created
for certain purposes, and one of these pur
poses was 1ts final redemption, and the
establishment of his government and king
dom upon 1t in the latter days, to prepare
it for the reign of the Lord Jesus Christ,
whose right it is to reign. That =et tin.e
has come, that dispe.sation is before us,
we are living in the midst of it. It is be
fore the Latter-day Saints, it is before the
world; whether or not the people have
more faith in the promises of G.d now than
they bad ia the days of Noah makes nodit-
ference, the unbe ief of nen will not wake
the truth of God withour effect. The great
and mighty eveuts that the Liord Almighty
bas decreed trem before the foundation of
the world, to be performed in the latter
days are resting upon us, and they will
follow each other in quick succession,
whetner men believe or mot, for no prophe
¢y of Scripture is of any private interpre-
tation, but holy men of God spake as they
were moved upon by the Holy Ghost, and
what they said will come to pass; though
the heaven and the earth pass away not
one jot or tittle of the word of the Lord
will =0 unfalfi iled,

Some of us bave lived in, and been inti-
mately acquaioted with this church for the
last forty years, a very few more than that,
and some less; but where is the Latter-day
Saint or any other person who has ever
seen this church or kingdom go back.
ward? No matter what ition we were
in, whether extermina by the order of
Governor Boggs of Missouri, or whether
we lay, sick and zfilicted, on the muddy
banks of the Missouri river; whether it was
Zion's Camp going up for her redewmption;
whether it was the pioneers coming to
these mountains, making the roads, build-
ing the bridges, killing the snakes and
opening the way for the gathering of the
people, no matter what our circumstances
may have been this kingdom has been
onward and upward all the day long until
the present hour. Will it ever ge back-
ward? No, it will not. This Zion of the
Lord, in all its beauty, power aund glory is
engraven upon the hands of Almighty God,
and it is before his face continually; his de-
orees are set and no man can turn them
aside,

There never was a dispensation on the
earth when prophets and apostles, the in-
spiration, #mlatiuu and power of God, the
holy pri ood and the keys of the king-
dom were needed more than they are in
this generation. There never has been a
dispensation when the friends of God and
righteousness among the children of men
needed more faith in th+ promises and pro-
phecies than they do to~day; and there cer-
taloly never has oeen a generation of people
on the earth that has had a greater work to
perform than the inhabitants of the earih in
the latter days. Tnat is one reason why
this church and kingdom has progressed
from its commencement until o-day, in
the midst of all the opposiiion, oppressi.n
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and warfare which have been waged
against it by men inspired by the evil one,
If this had not been the dispensation of the
fulness of times—the dispensation in which
God has declared tbat be will establish his
kingdom on the earth never more to be
thrown down, the inhabitants of the earth
would have been enabled to overcome the
kingdom and Zion of God in this, as well
as in any former dispensation. But the set
time has come to favor Zion, and the Lord
Almighty bas decreed in the heavens that
every weapon formed agxainst her shall be
broken. Andif we take the history of any
man, from the dayvs Joseph Smith received
the plates from the hill Cumorah, and
translated the Book of Mormon by the
Urim and Thummim, until to-day, who~
ever has raised his band agaiost this work
bas felt the chastening hand of Almighty
God upon him; and I ain at the defiance of
the world to show me a President, governs
or, judge, ruler, priest or anybody else on
the earth who has taken a stand against this
kingdom who is an exception, and you
may search their whole history. We have
outlived several generations of our perse

cutors, Where are the men who tarred
and feathered;Joseph Smith,in Portage ' 0.,
Obio? Where are the men who drove this

people rom Kirkla:d, Wuere are the men

who drove thg church and kKingdow from
Jackson county, Missouri? Wheie are the
m:n who undertook to Kidoap the prophet
while in Illinois? Where are they who
drove the Latier-day Saints from lllinois
into these mouuntains? Trace their whole
history, and see for yourselves, The fact
is many of them arein their graves, await

ing their final judgment, And in the
whole history of this people and their
remarkable preservation the invisible band
0f God is as plain'y to be seen as it has beon
in the history of the Jews from the days of
Christ notil now; and it will coutinue until
this scene is wound up,

We are led by men who are filled with
inspiration. Jos-ph Smith was a man of
God, through the loins of the "ancient
Joseph who, through the wisdom which
God gave him, redeemed his father’s house
after having been sold by his brethren into

Egy%t. All the blessings that old father
| Jac. b pronounced n:on Joseph and upon
theson’sof Ephrrnim, bis son and grandsons,
have rested upon them until this aay
Juseph Smith was through that lineage.
In bis youth he was ipspired of God, and
was administered to by angels. Under
their guidance and counsel be laid the foun-
dation of this work, and lived long enough
to receive all the keys necessary for bearing
off this dispensation. He lived leng enough
to have these individuals administer unto
him—John the Baptist, Peter, James and
Jobn the Apostles, Elisha and Elijah, who
belda the keys of turning the hearts of
the fathers to the children and the hearts of
the children to the fathers; and Moroni,
who held the keys of the stick of Joseph in
the hands of Ephram, to come forth in the
latier day, adm.nistered in person to Joseph
Smith, and gave him these records and ins
structed bim in the things of God from time
to time, until he was qualified and pre-
pared to lay the ftoundation of this work.
The Prophet Josepb lived to see the church
organizsd with aposties and Prophets, pas
triarchs, pastors, teacheis, helps, go-
vernments, und all the gifis and graces of
the spirit of God; to give the Twelve
Apostles their endowments and to seal
upon their beals all the authority
and power that were neoess=ary to
enable them to fulfil their missions, Why
did the Lord take him away? He laid
down his life, and sealed his testimony
with his blood thatit might be in force upon
the heads of this generation, and that he
might be crowned with crowns of glory,
immortality and eternal life; that he might
go to the other side of the vail, and there
organize the church and kingdom in this
last dispensation., He and his t wo brovhers
were taken away into the spirit werld, and
they are at work there; while Brigham
Young and the quorum of the Twelve were
preserved on the earth for a svecial pur Rose
in the hands of God. These things are
true, and the hand of the Lord has been
ov r Brigham Young, although, now, he is
under bonds and a prisoner, and his priv.
ileges eurtailed for the word of God and
the testimony of Jesus. Yet in the midst
of all thia he is calm and composed before
the Lord, and bas his mind open to the
things of God, He siill lives in the midst
| of this people and will live as leng as the
Lord wishes him to remain in the flesh (0
guide the affairs of Zion.

I will say to the Latter-day Saints that
we have been more blessed in this land
than any other dispensation or generation
of men, The Lord bas been at work for the
last three hundred years preparing this
land, with & government and constitutien
which would guarantee equal rights and
privileges to the inhabitants thereo', in the
midst of which he could establish his King-
dom. The kingdom is established,the work
of God is nianifest in the earth, the Saints
have come up here into the valleys of the
mountains, and they are ereciing the

house of God in the tops thereof|
for the nations to flow unto,
A standard of truth has besan

lifted up to the people; and, from the com-
mencswent of this work, the Latter-day
Saints have beeh fulfilling that flood of
revelation and prophecy which was given
formeriy concerning Lhis great work in the
Iastdays, I rejoice in this, and also be
cause we have every rewmson 10 expecta
cHrutinuation of these blessings unto Zion,
We have always had § vail over us, we

.

ha7e had to walk by faith ali wbe day long
until the preseut time: this is the decree
of God. When we were drivea from Jack-
son county, Cley county, Caldwell county,
Kirtland, and finally from Nauvoo into
these mountains, we did not see and un-
derstand what lay before us: there was a
vail over our faces in a measure. It bas
been the same with the people of Gnd in
all a At that time we could not mee
this tabernacle, and the five hundred miles
of villages, towns, cities, gardens, orchards,
fields, or the desert blossoming as the rose
as we see them to-day., We came here and
found a barren desert; we were led hither
by inal}:irat.mn, by a law.giver, by a man of
God; the Lord was with him, he was with
the pioneers, If we had not come hére we
could not bave fulfilled tce prophecies
which the prophets have left on record in
the ~tick of Judah as well as in the stick of
Ephbraim—the Bible and the Book of Mor-
mon, We have done that, and we can look
back twenty~four years and see the change
that has been eflscled since our arrival;
but who can see the change that will be
effected in the next cwenty-four years? No
man can see it unless the vision of his muind
is opened by the power of God. The Lora
told Joseph Smith to lay the foundution of
this work; be tcld him that the da had
cowe when the harvest was ready, and to
thrust in the sickle and reap; and every
man who would do so was called of God
and had this privilege.

The Lord has sent forth the gospel, and it
is offered to the children of men as it was
in ancient days; men are required to have
raith i Jesus Christ, repent of their sips,
and to be baptized f r the remission o!
them, and the promise is that they shall
receive the Holy Ghost, which shall tea b
them the things of God, bring things past
t0 their remembrance and show them
things to come,

What principle has sustained the elders
of Israel for the last forty years in their
travels? They have gone forth without
purse or gerip, preached without money or
price; they have swam rivers, wadnd
swamps, and {travelled hundreds of
thousands of miles on foot to bear record
of this work to the nations of the earth.
What has sus‘ained them? It has been
this power of God, this Holy Ghost, the
spirit of inspiration from the God of lsrael
that has been given to his friends on the
e«rth in these latter days. The blood of
Israel has flowed in the wveins of the
eh ' ldren of men, mixed among the gentile
nations, and when they have heard tbe
sound of the gosp 1 of Christ it has been
iike vivid lightning to them; it bas open«d
their understamiiu. s, enlarged their minds
and euabled them to see the things of
God., They have been born of the spirit
and then they could behold the kingd 'm
of God; they have been baptized in water
and had hands laid upon them forthe re-
ception of the Holy Ghost, and they have
received that Holy Ghost among every
geontile nation under heaven wherever the
gospel has been permitted to be preached;
fud here they are to-day, from all those
nations, gathered in the wvalleys of the
mountains, And this is but the beginning;
itis like a mustard seed, itis very small;
but the little one is to become & thousand
and the smatl one astrong nation, The
Lord will hasten it in his owa time. Zion
shall be called a *City sought out,”” The
Lord is watching over us.

i wish 10 say 10 the Laler-da- Bainls, we
must not forget our posivion, nor the blessings
that we hope for, All that we expect, we have
0t 10 enquire of the Lord for. SBome of our
brethren, a8 has veen 8a'd here, have sulfered
a llttle tarunch the spiric of bigotry and perse
¢«~tion that i8 ia thes +world, | wonder many
tim «s there is not a great deal more of it. Tne
Lurd Aimighiy is going Lo make & shurt work
0 Lhe e«r.b; lest no flesh shou«d ba saved he
will cat his work short ia righteousness, The
Lord is putiing his hook into the jaws of tue
nalions, He bholis Ureat Babylon 1o h 8 hand:
as wellas Zion. He will eonirol the chilid:en
of men; and, as "2« Lord God lives, 1f the Liatter-
day Salnts do their daty—live their religion,
and Eeep their covenauts, Zion will arlse, pu
on her beauntitnl garments, be ciothed with the
g ory of Go !, have power in the earth, and the
law will go forth trom Zion and the word of the
Lord from Jerusa'ém. Then let our prayers
ascend into the ears of the Lord God o1 Bau=-
aoth, for he will hear Lthem, that tue wisdom
of Lhe wise may perish ana the understanding
of the prudent be hid. Oar we pons are falth
prayer, and cnadenece in God, for he is ou:
frien if we have suny, and we are his if be has
an on the face of the earth, The Lord will
work with us, and we should w«rk with bim;
therefore brethren, Jet us live by faith, walk by
falth, overcome by falll, 80 Lhal We IAY enjoy
the Holy Spiris to gnlde and direet us. All tue
jnstiintions periaining to tbe work of God 1n
the«s latter days are poing to progress, Zion is
bound to arise, and 1o &rriv+- &L Lhas posilion
in our great fature that the propheis have seen
by proph«cy and revelation.

I wantto sayv & few words to Lhe sisters, w: o
nave been referred 10 tuis morning—the Fe
male Rcliet 800 elles, Our mothers, sisters
wives and danghters ocoupy & very 1lmpor
tant posi'ion in this generation, !ar more so
than they real:Zzs orunisrstand, You arerals-
ing up your sons and daughters &8 pianis ol
renown in the bous ©0' I rael ln these iatt r-
4.8 Uponthesnoniders o y @ motners rests,
lo & great uexsure, the respons bililty «f gorrec

iy developlog the mental sud moral poivers of
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LUE IS Mg selolallon Woglbel tl lulaluy Culsd-
nood, or st rip r years Your hus ands—the
fathe s of your ehildsen, a: e messengers Lo the
nations of the earih, or they are engaged in
vusiness and ciu not be at bome Lo sitend 10
ihe cbildren. No mother lo Israel should ]l ta
(ay pass over her head without Leaching her
chiidren to pray. Youn shou!d pray yourselves,
and teach your childrea to do the same, and
you should bring them up ia this way, that
when you have passed away, and they take
your places in bearing of the great work of
Gd,  hey 1way have pr neiples instilled ivwo
the'r minds that wiil sustain hem in time and
in eteruity. I have ouiien sald it is the mother
who rorms the mind of the cbild, Take men,
anywhere, at sea, sinking with theirsbip, dy-
ing in battle, ! ing down in deatn almos. nn-
der any circnmstance<a d the last thing Lthey
think of, tha iast word they say 18 * motnsr,"
=uch 18 the influaence of w man. Our chliidren
shhould not bpe neglected: Lthey should recelve
& proper education in vo h spiritaa’ and tem-
poral tbings. That is the best legacy auy pa-
rentsa can leave to uhetr chilaren, We should
each toem to pray, and lostil into toelr miuds
while younyg every correct prineiple, Nineiy-
pine oul of every huodred children, who are
langht by their parcnts the prinepl=s of hun-
e~ly and lntegriiv, irath and virtae, will ob-
56 ve Lnem through iife. Bueh priocciples will
*¥all anv peopl- Or na lon who make them
the Tuleof their condaet. Show me a motber
who s Ia)s, who has pas ed through tie Lrials
of llle by prayer, who has trusled o the Lord
00 of Isr=el ln her trials and diffienities, and
fier children wil follow in the same path,
I'ne~e tbhings will not forsak» them woen they
¢ome Lo act in woe Ringdom of God .
I wantto say oour mutner 1n I-rael, your
chiidren are approschla: & very lmport nt
duy apd age of Lhe world. In ajew more years
thelr parenis wili pass away. We wiil go where
oar brethren nave gone—io Lue ot-er side of
the vall, Our children will rexain ani: wild

f

possess Lhis kingdom when God's jadgments

AWallL the na'lon of the earth, when war, calam-

ty, sword, fire, famine, pestilence an i earto=- '

gquake wil st |k abroad aod alstress the
people. Uur echlidren should be prepared Lo
bail« up the kKingdom of God. Then quaiily
iben In Lhe da)s of ch ldhood for tue gr-at
dualles they will be caliea upon to periorm; and
that God may enab.e us Lo do &0 1s my prayer
jor vhrist’s sake, Amen,
L] -._-h.-___-—-

SvPREME COURT DEecisioNs.—Washing-
ton, April 15,~The Supreine Court to-day
rendered a unanimous decision in the
Mormon case of Clinton against Eagle-
brecht. . . o g

Also in the Presbyterian church ecase,
from the circuit court of Kentucky, the
Supreme Court decides that although the
property was in the ion of'the chan-
cery court at Louisville in the suit to de-
cide who were the trustees entitled to hold
it, this fact did not oust the jurisdiction of
the circuit couart on the present bill to
declare fur whose benefit those whom the
State eourtsshould decide to be the trus-
tees should bold it ou its merits, The
opinion decides very elaborately the ques-
tion of the relations of the civil ceurts in
this ¢ untry to ecclesiastical bodies and
property, and decides that where ecclesis
astical courts are recogniz=d by any church
organization or denomiunatiou asthe proper
tribunals to pass on any eoclesigstical
question, the civil courts must follow their
decision and ought not to attempt to en-
quire into its correctness, and that in this
regpect the Eoglish and Scoteh authorities,
t0o the contrary, have no proper application
to this eouncry. Oa this poiut, the decision
expressly overrules the doctrine recently
enunciated by the court of appeals in Ken-
tuﬂk{. Justice Miller delivered the
opinlon. Justices Clifford and Davis diss
sented on the question of jurisdiction,
holdiog that in the state of the reeord, the
merits of the case were not necessarily be-
fore the couri.—Chicago Tunes.

— =

UrAHE AFrairs,—Washington, April 186,
—The Cabivet will to-day consider the Uiah
judicial complicat ons, with reference to the
decision of the Supreme Court. It is pros
bable that Judge McKean will be request-
ed to resign, in view of his legal discomfi-
ture, Itis intimated that th re may be an
entire change of the Utah Federal officers,
to conform with the new coudition of
affairs. Judge McKean insists that the
Supreme Court decision is bad in law. The
question of polygamy i8 untouched by the
decision, The law uificers of the govern-
ment state that the Mormon prisoners
'{PL““ immediately be discharged.— Chicago
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Now TEEY BEE IT.—Chieago and other
journals, sivos the decision of the United
States Snpreme Court, begin to discover
for the first time that Judge McKedn is a
“mischeveus demagogue,” and that the
lawless raids on the prople of Utab by his
kindred carpet baggers do no good ia re-
moving the evil of polygamy. It did not
require that decision, or any other, to en-

| able all candid and intellizent observers to

comp ehend these two tuets in the affairs
ot Utah, and ibis paper bas proclaimed
thewm in the face «f 41l sorts of elamor for

lmuru than & year.—Onuie Herald.
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