
ANOTHER "OPEN LETTER.' DISCOURSE gives us a clue to the number of families: racL Instead of hntnir. man tt tinA.anA condemned" plural marria-.w- , ieven in one 1 atter-aa- y bamts that we saau bo con

Dear Public: ;...' I

dlnances performed for them in the Tem
pte. The men and women will have to be1
Jerally married there; , and the childrenborn before their parents were thus legallymarrledwill have tcCpara threuah ordiaan-- es la order that they may become tbe legal-son-s

and daughters of their parents; tbeywill have to be adopted accord lng to thelaw of God, Tou young men and women,!,who a re married In a manner that tbe Lorddoes not authorise or own, put yourselves!to a great. deal of trouble, because you will1have a great deal ef work to do hereafter J

in temples in order to get things legalized.How much better it would be for you tocome to those whom God has appointed,!and have your marriage- - solemnlztd as im-
mortal beings, who huve to liv tr ait -

We have often observed how naturally, when you wish to purchase
any article of comfort or necessity, you endeavor to procure It at the
lowest possible price, cheapness generally constituting the moat import-ant twiut in favor of buying. This frequently proves mistaken econ--(
my, because low-pric- ed goods must be made of inferior material, con--

Aft ' : a :

ucn gooua invariably ran to give satisfaction; In perhaps ho
ranch of trade Is this fact more apparent tian la .Boots and Shoes.

H e are not advocating high prices, however, but take great pleasure In
tating that the policy we have adopted of using only the best mate

rials, anu making none but good,' 'honest" warranted Boots and Shoes,
nsw gaineu us nosw or customers, who, as evidence they are satisfied
that our goods are well made and .

tru-yAcheap- always ccme again and
--end their friends. Any defect lu workmanship is repaired free of
i narge. ; uid iioots and Shoes are. made "amaist as guid as new,"

1 u addition to the goods of our own
mentor tue best qualities or Imported
v.rs. etc suitable for the season

Your obedient, faithful servants,- -
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a man to he favored by the people of God;Instead of being a man such as the Chris-
tian world would now extol to the heavens
because he rejected pohgamy, he was aman to be scorned by all Israel. Thatwas me penalty. Was that the only peri
suyr i thmk not. Read along a little
further, and it ears "Cureed be ho thatcontinues not In all things written in this
book of the law." Oh, what & dreadfdl

" ma wu, comparca wua iingreproached by the wholo people!
'

Ob,,what a fearfol curse upon a man that re-
fused to become a polygamist, and would

'M.-u-a to me law of uod! A curse
pronounced by the Almighty upon him,also the anathemas of sU the people as
Well as fom GodI . The word of the Lord
was that all the people should say am u
to this curse. Now, If I had lived in those
esya. should not have considered it verydesirable to bring myself under the enrce
of heaven, and then have the curse of all
the twelve tribes of Israel upon my head.
I should not have liked it at all. I would
rather have gone In to polygamy .accordingto the command, even if It had subjected
me to a term of five years in a peniten-
tiary. -

, . . ,

We find many other passages, touching
upon this subject. I will quote one!
which will be found in the 21 it chapter of
Deuteronomy., It reads ss follows; "If
a man have two irives, one beloved and,
another, bated,' and they have1 borne him
children, both the beloved and the bated;and if the first-bor- n son be hers that was
hated, then it shall;be when he makes his
sons to inherit that which ' he hath, that
he may not make the son of the beloved,!
firstborn before the son of tho . hated,;
which is indeed the firstborn." ; . ,

Now this applies to two classes of poly- -
gamisU. Fhvt, to those who may have!
two wives living at the. same time, and
then to those who may have married two
wives in succession.: It applies to both
classes, fcr both classes existed in those
days, and the Lord gave this, not to con-
demn polygamy,notto do away with it, bo t
toshowthat the individual who had two
wives should be Impartial in regard to his
children. Did he approbate this man that
might have two wives Jn his hatred of one,
and in loving the other? No, be did not,but inasmuch as man is weak and butalu against God, and suffer himself to be
overcome with prejudice and hatred to
one person, and feel In his heart j to love
and respect another, the Lord gave laws
In case any such crime - should exist
among them as a husband's - hating one
wife and loving another; he gave laws to
regulate it, pot that be approbated the
hating part.' f

' .... . 'A,
As I have already proved to you that

there were great , and vast - numbers of
polygamic families; in Israel, and that
there were thousands of firstborn from
these plural wives, these firstborn persons.
whatever might-be- ' the eondnct. of their
mothers, were entitled to - their inherit-anc- e,

namely a double portion of all that
the father had to bestow. That waa ' the
law in ancient timet. , We might close
here so far as the law of Moses is con
cerned, but I wish to call your attention
to a peculiar ssylngln this law.' h .

xms law nas got lo pe rrcsxorea again.
Says one "You V; astonish , me beyond
measure, I thought it was done away for
ever." WelL listen to what the Lord said
to Israel in the closing of this book of
Deuteronomy, When ithe children of Is-
rael shall be scattered In consequence of
their iniquities to the uttermost parts of
the earth among all the nations, and their
plagues shall be of long continuance, and
they shall be cursed in their basket snd
In their store, and with numerous curses
which be .mentioned ; should come upon
tfoeWi after the.-,1bine- rs had been of longccinaaAHce, the Lord savs A.ft.r thtvshall return unto me and hearken unto all
the words contained in this book nt ih
law, then I, the Lord God, will gather
them;ont from air the nations whither
they are scattered, and will bring them
back Into their own land." t Oh, indeed!
Then when they do absoiutely"retUfnand
hearken to all the words of the book of
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we may not be able to determine the n am- -
oer exactly, but these data will enable us
to approximate very closely. It Is gener
ally admitted, that Israel, at that time,
numbered twenty-fiv- e hundred thousand
boujs. mere might have been a variation
from this of a few . thousand souls, but
according to the Scriptural and all other
evidences that can be gleaned the number
aoove reierreo to is about tae number of
souls that existed In Israel at that time.
Among that twenty-fiv- e hundred thou
sand souls then, there were thlrtv thou
san d families. How many were there in a
family? All that you have to do to tell
now many there were in a family, Is to dl
vide twenty-fiv- e hundred thousand by
thirty thousand and yoa will find that the
quotient Is eighty-thre-e, showing thatnumcer or souls on an average In each
family. Now if these faint ilea were all
monogamic, . how many) children mustnave oecn torn to each wire? i Eighty-on- e.

This argumeut is founded on Scripture,end it shows plainly, even if you should
uoudjq me number oi families or of the
firstborn, that they could not be all mon
ogamic famines, for ir we suppose therewere sixty thousand families it would
make every married woman the mothrnf
forty odd children, and if such a supposi-tion could be entertained it would go to
show thst women in those days were more
iruiwoi tnan tney are now. These decla
rations are given In your Bible, which is
aiso my muie- - that Is. In King Jamea
translation. 3 We all believe, or profess to

uo ueucvers or varisuans. lk notbe startled my hearers at these declara
tions of your Bible. No wonder then that
this passage which I have taken for mytext was given to that people, because
tney were a people who needed to be guided
lu relation to their duty. "If a man take
another wife," that is, after he has got
one, if he take another one. "her food
whose food? the food of the first wife;"her raiment," that is the raiment of the
urst wire, ner duty or marriage, he shall
not diminish." Now this Is plala, pointedand positive language in .regard to poly-
gamy as it existed among the houre of Is-
rael in ancient times. Why did not the
Lord say, if polygamy were a crime or a
sin "If a msn take another wife let all
the congregation take him without 'the
camp and stone him and" nut him 'to
death?" or if that was too severe let them
Incarcerate him in a prison or dungeon for
several years If it be a crime wby did
ne not say so? It Is just as easy to say
that, as to give directions as to w bat course
a man (ball pursue with regard to his first
wife, if Tip take another one.

This la Bible doctrine as it existed in
those days. I know that It has been ar-
gued that the first woman, here sooken
of, was merely a betrothed woman, and
not married. But If this be so. what a
curious saying this in our text that her
auty or marriage snail n not diminish u
he take another wife. This and other ex-

pressions show clearly that they were both
wives, and thst there was a certain dutyto be attended to by the husband, besides
providing them with foed and raiment.
It was argued here In this Ubernacle be
fore some eight or ten thousand peopie,ona certain - occasion, that the Hebrew word
translated "duty of marriage," ought to
have been translated "dwelling" "Her
food, her raiment and her dweiiina he
shall net diminish." I recollect asking
the learned gentleman. Rev. Dr. Newman.
why he translated It dwelling. Instead of
translating it at all other Hebraist a have
done? I asked him to produce one pas
sage In all the Bible . where that word
translated "duty of mwrriage,t meant a
"dwelling," bat be could not do it. , The
Hebrew word for "dweUing," and the He-r- ""

- nrruuie." arewo enureiv aisuncs woras. i rcicnou
him to the learned professors In Yale Col
lege, and to many others who have trans-
lated this Hebrew word "duty of marr-

iage-" . These professors and other
learned translators, have referred to this
special passage and have translated It In
two ways, one Is ldutv of marriae."
and the other is cohabitation. Now. if
this latter be 'correct her foodJh' rv- - f

In his translation oi ineN.ueDrew,,irora au
these translators and lexicographers?
His only snswer was thathe found a cer-
tain Jew in Washington who. told him that
It meant "dwelling," or rather that its
original root referred to a "dwelling." I
thought that was a very poor argument
against all the translators of the Christian
world.who are mostly monogamists. But
we wui pass on, I do not Intend to dwell
too long on these subjects.

So far as the law of Moses is concerned,
to prove that the house of Israel kept up
their polygamous Institution from genera-
tion to generation, let me refer you to an-

other IsW to show that they were com-

pelled to do this, or else to come out in
open rebellion against the law of Moses. In
the 25tn cnapier or ueuieronoiny, we rem
something like this "When brethren
dwell together, ana one or ancm oie, me
living brother shall take the widow of; the
deceased brother, and it shall come to pass
that the firstborn that Is raised up shall
succeed . in the name of his brother.'
This was a positive command given to au
Israel. Now was this eommsnd confined
to young men who were unmarried, or
was it an unlimited command so far as
living brothers were la exutencer This la
a Question to be decided. There it noth
ing in all the Scriptures that makes any
distinction oetween a raairieu wuww wuo
survives and an unmarried brother; the
lav waajust as binding upon a living bro-

ther, if he had already a wife living, as it
wss upon a living brother if he had no
wife, It being a universal law, with no
limits in Its application, to far as the house
of Israel was concerned. This law, then,
compelled the children of Israel to be

mists; for in many Instances the
Eolvgabrother might be a married man,
and in many instances there might bo two
or three brothers wno wouia un wives
and die without leaving seed, and In that
ease It would devolve upon the surviving
brother to take au the widows, 'ibis law,
was not given for that generation alone,
but for all future cenerauoni. Some rnay
say, that when Jesus came, he came to do
away that law. I doubt it. Ue came to
do away tae law of sacrifices and of burnt
offerings, and many of the ordinance
and institutions, rites and cererooi.- 1-

hkb pertained t taeir --- ----

tpmrtic, because mey au pvuitou mtfuu
to him as the great and last sacrifice. iBut
did' he come todo away all these laws
tbat were given la the five books of Moses?
No. There srer BDsoyj-o-

i w"w
were retained unaer ue ijBnsu.ii wp-sello-

ut

One of the Jaws thua retained was
repentance. The children or i&raci were
commanded to repent, and no person will
pretend to say tnas cu uju v.--

away the law of repentance. ; Another- -

was the Jaw oi nones, uprigu
between man and man; no one will pre-
tend to say that that law ceased when Je-
sus came. The lawsf concerning families
and the regulation of the domestic Institu-
tions were not intended to cease when Je-
sus eame, and they did not cease only as
they were disregarded through the wlck--

at tha children of men. Ihe laws
concerning monogamy, and the laws con-

cerning loygamy were Just aa btodtag
.ftr Jesus had come, as toey were before

bWI B

became.- - There were some awi wuj
Kzekiel sya were notgooa.. weens w

i hm. and said they were given
because of the naraneas ot i
th children or isrsei. xeiuo.j.tbat God gave them 1 statuses n andJndgr. h whifh tnev - anouia nvt mo.
Why lld he do it? Becauee of i their

uirinAas and hardness of heart. . X wiu
tell yOU hOW tlUS UW became none away
and ceased to exist among the chiUren of
r t. n MmswinAflCA OI IDCIT reasTBCir a si wmmw as' - --a.........lection of the Messiah, in consequence oi

n1 in. rthis their city was orenuiu"", "Ir.nation destroyed, except a miserable
mn.nt hw.h .vnn. acatterea idtou

th nmrii natlona. where they
could not keep the law in regani to their
brothers' wicowa. wnen oaa tr

Miuwi .ntAtiut tt.tirsi. hs most
have found thoaaands s --of
polygaaista, who were made y.niobllgMd to be to. by the law which I bar?

surviving brother the right to reject that
law of God 7" Ha had. If he was willlar
place himself under Its nenaltv.;i .l will
auote voa the nasi tv. and then TO can
see whether he could get away from poly-
gamy or not. One penalty was that be
should be brought before the elders and
that the widow whom he refused tomarryf
according to the law ef God, should plu
bis shoe from ;oIma JooVand thoultl
then spit In his face,-an-

d from that time
lortn the house of that man should be ue
nounced aa the. house of Mm that hath
his shoe loosed, a reproach among sli 1"

Instance. .. ,
I know that it has beea1 argued that

there is a law against polygamy; bntia
order to make the law the Scripture had
to be altered. It is Aa that famou pas
sage which Las Ucome a byword id the
month of every schoolboy In our streets,
Leviticus lSth, 13th. Now let us exam-
ine for a few moments that passage and
see what it savs. You will find that the
fore part of this chapter forbids marriage
between certain blood relations. Prior to
this time it had been lawful for a man to
marry two sisters. Jacob, for Instance,
married Rachel and Leah, and there was
no law against it prior to this lime. It
had also been lawful for a man to marry
his own sister, as in the days of Adam,
for you know there were no other ladies
on the. face of the earth for the sons of
Adam except their own sisters, and they
were obliged to marry them or to live
bachelors. But tho Lord saw proper
when he brought the children of Israel
out of Egypt into tho wilderness, to regu-
late the law of marriage, so far as certain
blood relations were concerned, ca.led the
law of consanguinity, which speaks of a
great many relationship, and' Anally
comes to a wife,' and her sister. This law
was given to regulate the' marriage rela
Hons of the children of Israel in the wil-
derness. It was not to regulate those
who lived before thst' day w bo bad mar-
ried slaters; not to regulate those who
might live in the latter days, but to regu-
late the children of Israel iu that day. It
reads thus; "Neither shalt thou take a
wife to her sister, to vex her, o uueover
her nakedness besides the other in her life
time." it--

, '.. - .. :

. This passsgo nas been altered by certain
monogamists in order to sustain their
ideas of marriage, and we iinJ iu some
large Bibles what . are called marginal
readings that these ; monogamists hare
put in, and instead of taking thi- - in con-
nection with all other blod' relationships,
they have altered it Neither shalt thou
take one Wife to snother. The. men who
translated King James Bible were monot
gamuts,! yet they had sense enough to
know that the original Hebrewtwould not
bearthat construction which' has ' bee?
given nyj later monogamists, i neongiiHebrew.! when translated word for woi
makes it just as King James' translate
nave made it. The Hebrew woras a
Ve-isha- w el ahotah-lo-tikka- h. Th
are the original Hebrew words, and if th
are translated literally, word for wora,
the translation stands jukt as it is In the
text. But this Is not saying mt what the
words, Rl-dhota- under certain circum-
stances, are translated in another form,
namely, "one to another," "one sister to
another and I am willing tbat it should
be translated that way. Then It would
read "Thou shalt not tako one sister to
another to vex her in her lire time." Bo
you may take It either way, and it bears
out nangirfames' translation-- , or vue mean-
ing given; by him. rl i

I do not profess to bo a Hebraist to any
very great extent, although I studied it
sufficiently many years ago, to understand
Its grammatical construction, and 'to
translate any passages In the Bible; but
then, having lacked practice for' many
years, of bourse a person may become a
little rusty in regard to these matters. But
I have searched out all the passages that
ca" be found in the Old Teststnent, either
singular or plural, masculine or feminine,
pertaining to the words contained in this
text, and! find a far greater number, ren-
dered according to the words that are here
given, literally, in this text than what are
are translated "one sister to another."
But I am willing that this translation
should be allowed. .: , : .n i- '

Now, if we' thought the congregation
would like to bear the translation of all
this, and the reasons why, we could give
It; but I presume that there are but few
Hebrew scholars present, and if the trans-
lation were given, the great majority of
the congregation would not understand
whether it wss translated correctly or not,
and for that reason I shall not take; up
vour time bv referring to these technical!- -

on this earth who can translate that pas-
sage from the word's contained lu the or-

iginal Hebrew, without adding words of
his: own, j not contained in the original
text, If ha translates it, as Mr. Newman
did. "one Wife to another." If the first
word Ve-itha- means .one. ' as he
would try; to have us understand, it does
not , mean Une also: but If it means
wife. It cannot be translated as he lias
it. and therefore it cannot bear out that
construction. But I see that I am dwell
Ing too long on the subject of the law of
Moses. . h .
i Now I wish to come ; directlv to the
point in regard to polygamy aa it exists at
the present itime among the Latter-da- y

Saints.' I stated in the beginning of my
remarks, that polygamy, or any other in-

stitution that was given at one age, might
not be binding upon another, without a
fresh revelation from God. I made that
statement! when I was discussing tbat sub
ject lu this house. I still say, that wears
not - under the necessity of practising
polvgamy; because uaa gave laws ana
commandments for its observance and
regulation! in ancient times. Why then
do the Latter-da-y Saints practise poly-
gamy? That ia a plain question."

: t Will
answer it just as plainly. It is because we
believe, with all the sincerity ofour hearts,
at nas been; stated by former speakers
from this stand, that th Lord God who
gave revelations to Moses approbating
polygamy,! has given revelations to : the
Latter-da- y Saints, not only approbating
It, but commanding it, aa he commanded
Israel In ancient tines, c .jhj: y r
V Now let us! reason on this poinL If God
did do sach things in former ages of the
werid, why not the m Being, if be sees

roper, perform the same or similar thingsE i another age of the world r ' Can any
one answer this? If God saw proper to
give-- certam'lawa lu ancient times, and
(hm tnrevtfee them or if be aawnroner
to give laws t that were not revoked, bat
done i away or the transgressions of the
couuren or men, nas ne not a rrguik ami
Is it not ju$t as consistent for. that same
Divine Being to give laws, for Instance, in
the 19th century, concerning our domestic
relations, as It was for him to do it in tha
dn of Moses?--? And if be has that right
as we Latter-da-y Saints believe that he
has, are not the people's consciences last
as sacred ia regard to such lawt in these
days, at the centclenees of ancient Israel?
or must there be some power to regulate
our religions consciences? Here a a grand
ones Oon. Shall our religious consciences
be regulated bv civil government or civil
laws, or snan we hare the privilege of reg-
ulating them! according to the divine law
of theTJible, or any divine law that may r--e

riven In accordance with the ancient Bible?
l aatwer that, when I wat a boy I thought
I lived In a Country in which I could believe
In anything that arreea with or thatcouia
be trcved by the Bible, whether It was in
the law or Moses or in the doctrines of the
New Testament., I really . thought , the
Jews had al right to reject Christ, or,' in
other words; if they had not the right to
do it morally,; they had the right, so rar at
civil law IS Concerned, to reject this Mes-
siah' and to believe In and practise the law
of Moses in our land; but I am told, that
such liberty or conscience, is not to oe
tolerated in jour republican government.
If the Jews should collect. In . any great
numbers, arid should say one to another

"Come brethren-- , we are the descendants
of Abraham, let us bow begin to practise
according to ' the -- laws that were given to
oa ancient fathers, and If a brother dies
and leavesj a widow, but no children, let
hit living brother, though a married man,
marry the widow, according" to out law,
it is doubtful, jwhether they would be per-
mitted to associate together and practise
those laws nbw if they were to disposed
Why? Because the prejudice of the peo-

ple are so grwkt .that they are not willing
others should ibeUeve la the whole Bible,
bat only la snch portions at aree with
their Ideal. If we were InstituUng a
practice thlai the Lord God never appro-
bated butl for the punishment of which
he had ' preseribed penalties.' or ,lf we
were introdnclng something foreign and
contrary to tho Bible, then there would
be sotuq excuse for the people! la eay-lu- g

that tucn a thing should not be prac-
tised in 4hi name of religion, But when
we take the Bible as a ttandard in rela-

tion to. crime, It a altogether another
thing: and I do think that every Ameri-
can --eltiaenTwho professes to believe In
any part or portion of that sacred record,
on.which 411 the lawt or, Christendom

to be founded, hat the riat to
Sretendandl to, practise It,' and that too
witHotit being taeletted. .

v ' j ' -.-

"JTow, after tavln eald to ranch in rela-
tion to the reason why we praeuse polyg-
amy, I warn to say a lew wora in regard to
thexevelation on polyvamy God has told 04

demned, if we da not enter Into tbat princi
pie; and yet I have heard now and then. (I

very glad to say that only a few such
instances nave coma unaer my notice,) a
brother or a sister par, "I am a La rter-da- v

8nint, but I do not believe in polrramv
Oh, what an absurd ex press lob I what an
aosura ideal a person migbt as well say,"I am a follower of the Lord Jesus Christ,but I do not believe In him." One is lost as
oonistent) as the btber. Or a person mightasweusar.i oeneve m Mormonum. ana
ia the reve'ations srven throurh Joseph
Smith, but I am not a polygamist, and do
lint lav. in nnlm.m." U7k . . an Kaw.
dityl If one portion of the doctrines of the
Church Is true, the whole of tbem are true.
It the doctrine of polygamy, as revealed to
the Latter-da- y Saints, ia not true, I would
not give a ate for all mar other revelations
that came! through Joseph Smith the Pro-
phet; I would renounce the whole of trwm,beoau.-i-e It la utterly impossible, accordingto the; revelations that are ooiitaoned In
these books, to believe a nart of them tsi he
diTine from' God and part of th-- m to be
from th" devil; that is foolishness in the ex-
treme; it U aa absurdity that exists bo-ca- us

- of th Lrnorance of some people. I
have been ostoufsbed at it. I did hope there
was more intnlllireuoa amooi the Latter--
day Sa-nts- l and a greater uodeivtandlng of
principle than to suppose that any one can
oe a member of this Courch ia irood stand
ing, snd vet rri:t oolvaraunv. Tbe Lord
has said. that those who reject th s principle
reject their salvation, tbey shall be damned,
saith tbe lord; thaw to wrom I reveal this
aw ana tner ao not receive it. enait oe

damned. Now here oom-- s in our con-
sciences W have either to renounce Mor--

inin lain, Joseph mlth. Dork of Mormon.
8 ok of Cureuauts, and the whole system"f thiasra lea taught bv the Latter-da- y

Saints, and sav that Giid has not raised un a
church, ft as no raised up a protbtt. h .s
not beguu to restore alt things as be prom
toed, we a e obliged to "o this, or els- - to
say, with all nr hearts Y, ws are poly--
gamist., we believe id the principle, and we
are wining to Dractts It. because Ood nas
cpoken fmtu 1 h heavens."

wow 1 w nt to prophesy a urti-- . it is not
v rv often that I Dronheer. though I wo
commanded to do so, when was a boy. I
who oppose tbe reve'at Jon which Ood has
given in relatiou to polygamy will find
themselves! In darkness; the Spirit of God
win withdraw from them rrom the very
moment of' their nnnnattion to tbat orincl--
nl. nnljr th. vv will flnallv aro down to bell
and be damned; if tbey do not repent. That
is 3u-- t as ti ue as it is tn an inn raw,and kingdoms of the earth, when they bead
this gospel whlh God has restored in these
last cava, win oe aamnea. it tney 00 uu re--
ceive. It; for tbe. . Lord

. . busw said- - o.
n.

one
waaa

is
just as true as tne otner. a
tatter saying, as recorded in the
Cirrenanta. r Tbe Lord said to the elders of
this Church, in the very commencement as
it wer,;"Uo ye ronn ana preacu -

pel to every creature, ana as 1 aaiu uuvu
mine ancient apostles, even so I say unto
you, that every soui wno oeuevruywr
werds. ana win repen 01 ni am.
Kari.tw4 in wo, .hall rnnclve a remlwion
of his sins.-an- d shall be filled with the Holy
Obost; and every soul in all the world whe
will not believe in your w"""'""pent of hia sins, shall be damned; and this
revelation or commandment Is in .rpj
from this very hour, upon all tho world, ;

as fast as ibey hear it. That is wnat the
rMt hu aaid. Just so. in regard to poly
gamy, or any other great principle which
th Lord our uoa reyeais to tne uuiauiutut
of the earth. J; : 1. . '
' How if you want to get inio orwibrethren and sisters, begin to oppose this

revelaUon. Sisters, you begin t say before
your husbands, or husbands you begla to
ay before your wive, I do not believe in

the principle of polygamy, and I intend to
Instruct my childrea against it." Oppose it
in this way and teach your ehtldreu to do
the same, and if you do not become as dark
as midnight there is no truth .in Mormon-ta-n,

1 Amltakins- - un toe much time.. I
would like to dwell on another more pleas-
ing part of this subject, if there were time.
(President G. A. Smith "There is plenty of
time, brother Pratt."

I will go on and tell the people why polynm. waa InntltlltMl In thin diSOeDSatiOnk
fin taw mm a fntiiM atate is oonoerned, God
has revealed to us that marringe. as Insti-
tuted by him is to benefit tbe people, not
in this world only, but to all eternity. That
1. what, tkn Tjll-r- l hI nmlat Do net ml
understand me; do - not suppose that I
mean, that marriage and giving in mar
riaKearetobenerformed after tho resur

u..un- - t hair, nnt atatad anV such thing.
and there wiM b no sueh thing after tbe
resurwetion. Marriage is an ordinance
pertaining to this mortal life to this world
and 'the ! laying orto'-haWlB- Vlt eficnel
forth Into eternity, and has a bearing upon
our future state: so does baptism; so does
the ordinance of the laying on of hands:
so does every ordinance which the Lord out
God has revealed to us It we attend te
these things here in this life, they secure
something beyond this life for. eternity,
Thnv nfttthMrhanthm. nor receive baptism.
after the resurrection. . Why? Because pel
ther waa intended to be administered after
tbe resurrection. After the resurrection
they neither marry nor are giver in mar
riage. wnyr Because wm ia iuo nuru
whN. thnw AAMminntna are to be attended
to. That which is secured here, will be se
cured hereafter, If it be secured upon tne
iwindnle. of law which God baa revealed.
Marriage then for eternity, is the great

of marriage with tho Latter-da- y
grinciple yet, I am sorry to ray that
there are some of bur young people wno
will suffer themselves to oe marriea oy ina
civil lawi not for eternity, but lost like the
old Gentile custom the way our forefa-thersVse- re

married. A Justice of tbe peace1
a Judge, or some one having tbe right by
the civil laws, will pronounce tbem nusDana
m..A mrt fA fnr a short BDaoe. called time: ner--i
baps- - to last1 only about three aoora years.
and then it is ail over witn tne marriage
contract; it is run out; tbey are huenuia

nd wife until death shall separata them,,
and then tbey a-- e fully dtvorced. - We do
n. believe in aursuoh noDsense; it is one
of tbe ideas of the Gentile world In regard
to marriage, t

'
(:

1

'The first great marriage celebrated in
this world ofours that of our first parents

lS a sample of marriage that should be
introduce and practised by and among a II

..tlnna anl natkms. so far as the eter--... it. Ait vaHon la anna rned. OUT first
parenU were Idmmortal beings; they knew
nothing about death; it wat a word tb.at.had
never been spoken in their ears. the
forbidden . fruit had never : been- - laid
before tbem; on law in respect to that
wasyet grr n. But Kve was brought to eurj
father Adam as an immortal ' wrtaaao
wh body ooukt not die to all es of eter-
nity; she was given to anr hamortal bus-ba- nd,

whose body could not die to aU future
reriods of duration, unless tbey brought
death upon themselves. Bin, entered Into
thworldTand death by slnjd-at-h to ene of
tbe consequences of they broyrhtss Ijt before that. Jhey
were married the immortal Adam
immortal Kve given to - '
- Now if A bad beea possible for them to
nave resisted that temptation, tbey would
have been Uring now, Ja--t svs trash, an4 as
full of vigor, life and animation, after six
thousand years, as they were on the morn-
ing Jn which this ceremony of marriage
took place; and If you should reflect upon
millions and millions of area in the future,
they would still be considered husband and
-- rl. whiu AtArnitv should lass. Ton oould
not set a time you could not point your)
finger at sv moment or hoar, wnetvtriey
Would be aeparated, and the union be dis-

solved. : ' i'vV .''': '

That Is the kind of marriage tbat w Latter-

-day Saints bslteve in; and yet tome of
our young people,pitrfesuinr to be members
of tho Cnurcn aud who tar they wish to
hvan tha commandments ef God, go and
ger married by a Justioe ef the peace, or
lams rjersoo authorised to perform that
ceremony by the civil law Ask parties who
are guilty or sucn roiiy, wny tney were
married by these ofBoers of the taw until
iAah aimuld cart them? and ther will sav.
"We did it inconsiderately, and without re--1

fiectlootl or j perhaps they wilt say that
tbetr parents ata nos iwkb twmoauut
poinu . Do you not know that suck mar-
riages are not sealed by him who Is appoint
ed by divine authority? mat tney are not or
God and are Illegal fat his sight, and your
Ahiidmn are illritimata in the sight of God?
If yon expect to have any benefits in eter-
nity arising from Tour children, tbey must
be yours legally according to divine ap--
poinltuenx, . noosr ; niTine marriage.What God hat Joined together let not man
pat asunder." But what baa Ood to do
with it. when a magistrate, who, perhapsia an infidel, and tioes not believe in a God
at allrfstys to a man and woman,-Joi-

n your
hands together, and then, when tbey have
done so, he tavs, "I pronounce you husband
and wife?".- - What has God to do with such
a marriage as that? Has God Joined tbem
together? No a cfvll magistrate has doae
it; and it Is legal So far as tha. laws of tbe
country are; concerned,- - ana the childrenare legal and b-i- rs to their parenta pro--
pertr so rar as tne civil iaw is ceocerned.
but what baa Gad to-d- o with it?' Has he
joined them together? No and the mar- -

riage is illegal, and in the sight of heaveni.
the children springing from cuch a tnarri-ir-e

are bastard. ;( f h ; 3
' v a: j

s How are we goieg to legalize these mat
ters? There are many who are very sorry
for the Lattr-da-y balnts; so sorry that
they wocld favor tbepassingof a law which
wouid legalise all the chiklren who have
been bora in polyrany and thus prevent
tbem from being what tbey consider bas-
tards. . Now we are Just as anxious, on tuo
other band, to get ail our fathers and mr
there, who nave been married ty thee
Gentile institutions, Joined torether by Ci- -
VI00 anmortty, in ort r xo"i t oey mnj tjs.come leral in the sis tit of ood. we (Sabot
want tiitir chUdrrn to be I'zxzrZ.z? i; ari
hence, weretthcmsiJ'-tej.o- r wet Uoo
so when the Ten-- ' ,3 u bu I win all
those who have bwn born of yrvnsstiathave never been Joined tc "f of t- - e
Lord or by htsautoority. JiuJ s eh.'.

ss well as men rod women, turrid
only by tha civil iaw, Lave go to have or-- -

I -- l.4i t
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I HATS been reaucatod. thhl afternoon, in
Ereach upon the aubject of marriage. Ita abject whkh hat been often laid be--
lore toe xatter-da- y Saints, and It ia ccr
tainiy, one of great importance to the
oainta aa weu ae to the inhabitants of the
earth, for I presume that no person, who
bellercs in d Wine revelation, will pretend

mmj uMt marriage is not a amne lnsu
tation; and If ttla be the case, it is one
wmcn auecu au tae homsn family. :

I will select a Dassscre of seriDtnre In re.
latloo to this diTlne instltntlon as it ezist- -
ea in the cays of Moses. In selecting.
however, this passage, I do not wish the
congregation to suppose that we are un
dec the law of Moses particularly. .There
are many treat principles mcnlcated in
that law which the, Lord never did intend
to come to an end or be done sway eter-
nal principles, mora principles; thenthere are others that were done away atthe coming of oar Sartor, he baring fnt
flllpd the law. fieeause we find certain de
clarations, contained in the law given to
Moses, that does not prove that the Lat
ter-da- y Saints ares under that lawi thatsame God that gate the law of Moses--.
me Ming mat we worship is lust as ea
pable of giving laws in our dsy as in Mo-
ses dsy; and If he sees proper to alter thecode given to Moses, and to give something
varying from it. wtfshave no right to saythat he shall not do sc--n Therefore, in se-
lecting the passage which I am about to
read j It la merely to show" what God did
in ancient times, j and that he mar do
someuuDg simuar in modern times, j

In the 21st chapter of Exodus, speak-
ing of a man who already had one wife:
Moses, says "It he take him another
wife, her food, her; raiment and herdatyof marriage shall he not diminish. Itwill be recollected that this law was givento a polygamic nation. When I speak ofa polygamic nation I mean a nation that
practised both plural and single marriage,and believed one form to be Just as sacredss the other. Their progenitors or ances-
tors were polveamlsts- - and thv v.
considered patterns for all future trene.r.
tlon. Their piety; holiness, purity of
heart, their great faith in God, their com-
munion with him.' the great blessings to
which they attained, the visions that
made manifest to them, the conversationthat God himself, ss well aa his anrels,had with them, entitled them to be called
the friends of God, not only in their day.out uey were considered bv all fntnrA
generations to be bis friends. Thej wennot only examples to the Jewish nation.
but In their seed, the seed of these nolv.
ramlsts, ail the nations and kingdoms ofthe earth were to be blessed.
. I hope that Dions Christians in thl.
gregatlon will not find fmlt this after-
noon with their Bible, and with the tronh.
eta and Inspired men who wrote It. I hopethat they will not And fault with God for
seJecUntr uolvzamlati to b hi. frUnrf.
I hope that they will not find fault withJesus because he said, some two thousand
years or upwards after the days of these
poiygami... tnJt they were in the klng--

cause of polygamy.!" Jesus says, speakingof Abraham, Isaae and Jacob "Many
shall cots from the east and from the
west, from the north and from the south,
and shall sit down; with Abraham, Isaae
and Jacob In the kingdom'of God." Do
not And fault with Jesus, you Christians,
because ne nas tnese poiygamisis- - in bis
kingdom, and because he has said that
the Gentiles will be blessed through the

polygamists Into his kingdom, and that
many will come from the feur quarters of
the earth and have the privilege of sitting
down with them therein.

Jacob married four wives, and may be
considered the founder of that great na
tion of polygamists ue set the example
before them, ilia twelve sons, who were
the progenitors of the twelve tribes of 'Is-
rael, were the children of the four wives
of the prophet or patriarch Jacob. ' So
sacred did the Lord, hold these polygam-
ists that he said, many hundred years af-
ter their death 'I am the God of Abra-
ham, the God of Isaac and the God of Ja
cob, and this shall be my memorial unto
all generations."- - Now, Christians, do
not find fault if God chose these poly-gamis- ta

and, at the saute time, wished to
make them a sample; a, memorial to all
generations. Christians as well as Jews.

Several hundred yearsafler God raised up
these, his friends, and founded or began
to found the twelve tribes of Israel, he
saw proper to raise up a mighty man
called Moses to deliver, the children of Is
rael from the bondage m wnicn they had
been oppressed and amicted by the Egyp
tian nation. So great had this ainicuen
tweome that the lung of Egypt Issued a
decree commanding the IsraeliUsh mid-wiv- es

to put to death all the male children,
born among the Israelites. - This murder-
ous law was carried out. This was about
eighty years before Moses was sent down
from the land of Midian to deliver the
children of Israel from this cruel bondage.
How long this gieatamicuon 01 puiung
to death the male children existed, is not
riven in thejJHhie; bus n seems w nave
waxed worse and worse during the fob
lowing eighty years, after which Moses
was sent to deliver them, we rosy rea
sonably Suppose mat mo opprcaaivo uuiu
of Fharaoh was not altogether eased up,
but contmuea on tor scores oi years,

the male children, mak-

ing a great surplus of females In tbatna-ill- ,.

A ereat multitude of females otcr
and above that of males, will account for
the peculiar passage Oi acnpiure to wnirn
I will now refer yoa. i It wUI be found in
th third chapter of Nambers. I have
not time to tarn to it and read It, but I
will quote you ine HSUDSiance inereoi.
Moses and Aaron were' commanded to
number ail the males in Israel from 'a
month old and upward that were called
the firstborn among the various tribes.
Now the firstborn does not mean the oldest
male child of the first wife, for sometimes
the first wire nas no cnuaren,rri i h.t u horn to the father.

by the first iwlfe, P
m .nmhiit of wives that ne

maybavet the term firstborn pertain to
the OXIk maie viun- umw - -
father. r So it was acconnteu vo

f.mtivof twelve sons.! t Eeu ben only was
M.ud the firstborn of ilsrael until be lost
his birthright, tnrougn, xranBreMiuu.
which, we are told la the em cnapier i

first CMODJCJea, waa
eiveu Xa one of the sons of Joseph. But
so far as age or birth was concerned. Reu
ben was the nrstooru; tna oaa

ki. tranaTresalon.' Le wouja naye in
herited a double portion or us tamers
substance, for that was the law in ancient

Nmimt manvor ue nrsioorn coutu
fmind in the midst of Israel We are

Lnid th.t there were twenty-tw- o thousand
t. hnndred and seventy-thre- e nrstDorn
males among the eleven tnnes: me woe
At T.ri was not reckoned at that time.
hnt all the male members of the tribe oi
LevL from a month old and upwards via
twenty-tw- o inousana sous, now u me
tribe of Levi numbered in ' proportion to
the other eleven tribes, the number of first--
bom males fat all the twelve tribes would
probably amount to between twenty-fou- r
and twenty-fiv- e thousand souls. It could
n.t have ran over that.- There might have
been some of the firstborn who were flea a.
whfch would make a few more famines:
then there might have been other families
whe never had any male children, which
would increase the families still more.
Supposing then, in order to give all the
advantage possible and to make aa many
TMmlm as we possioiy can eansistenuy,that we sst. instead of twenty-fiv- e thou
sand firstborn in ue nuast oi au israei,
that there were thirty thousand; that is
allowing for all' these contingencies J.

nave namea wnere xamuiea nau no dhuo
and those families that had male children
under a month old which were not reck
oned, end those families which might
have had firstborn male children ; who
died and the number might possibly be
increased to four or five thousand more,
making the total number pf families
about thlrtv thcusana. ,

inaa w sea thai tco samiwM iim- -
bora males from a month old or upwards

T.OXJIN CUSTOM
t- - KVAltY PAIR WARRANTED.

nity. S
.-.A

rr: . .
,

It It true that we have all to ilia awi I

by, and we shall be separated for a UttiA
season; but this separation is a good deal '

like a man's leaving his fami It tn M nn . '
mission: he returns after a while to his ;

wives and children, and ha ha. nnt irmt:
one nor has he been divorced from the otb-- J

f'S11 they V6 heri-aeparato- And :

"." season,who are marrkd 'acoeTdlng toGods law!
tbey expect to return to each other, im--ibraces by virtue of their former union: forit is as eternal as O0.1 himself, a
' "Do you mean to say," says one, "that
people in the immortal state, will be unitedIn the capacity of bu-ban- -ia and wivea. withtheir children around tbero?'' y, a, we o '

believe tbat all persons who have these bles-sin- gs

sealed upon tbem bore, by th author-lt- yof the Mist High, wiu ndnmat the ,

reach forward into the eternal world, and 1

they can hold fast o that which God has
placed upon tbem. "Whatsoever you seal '

upon earth." said the Lord to the ancientAposttes, "shall be scaled in thi beavans."What could be of more importance thanthe relationship of . families, tbe solemnand sacred relationship of marriage? Nor
thing that we can conceive of. It affects ushere and It affects us hereafter in tbeetersal H

world; thereforeJf we can have these bless- -
tags prAuounood Upon u bydivine authorityatid we, when we wake up in tbe morning,of the first resumtion, find that we arenot under the necessity of either marryingor giving in marriage, having attended toour duty beforehand, how happy we shallbe to gather our wiveand our children i

around u?l How happy old Jacob will be,for instance, when in the resurrt ction, ifhe has not already beon raised (a. gra -

many Saints were raiad !, fettim arose f
and appeared to .many ff Jacob did not
rise then, and bis four wives, and his chil-- I

dren, bow happy he will be, when he does'
come forth fnm the graves to embrace
his family, aud to rJolce with them In afulness of Joy, knowing that, by virtue ofthat which was sealed upon him here in
time, he will reign upon the earth! Will
it not oe a glorious tnti g, wnen tbat pn v
gamut, by virtue of promises made to him
here, comes forth to .reign as. kli.g-an-

priest over his seed upon the earth? I
think that, in those days porygsmy will not,be bated as it is now. I think that all
things that have been prophesied by tbe
ancient prsphets will be fultilled and that
Jacob will get his wives, by virtue of tbe
covenant of marriage; and that be . will
have tbem here on the and be will
dwell with them here a thousand years, in
Spite of all the laws that may be passed to
the contrary. And tbey will be immortal
personages, fall of glory sal happiness.And Jesus will also be here, and the T elve
Apostles will also sit on twelve thrones here
on the earth. Judging the twelve tribes of
Israel: and during a whole thousand years,
they will eat and drink at the table of the
Lord, acoordinr .to Ihe promise that was
made to them. . . , ;h :

Old Father Abraham will come up with
his several wives, namely Sarah, Hagarand Keturah and some others mentioned
in Genesis: and besides these allthe boiv
prophets will be here a the earth. , I do
not think there will be any legislation
against polygamy. 1 ,

Iry an J by they will build a polygamous
city, and it will have twelve gates, and in
order to place aa much honor upon these ,

gates as po sible, they will name them after
the twelve polygsmist children tbat were
born to the four polygamous - wives of
Jacob; and those good o'd polygamists will
be assembled together in this beautiful city,the most beautiful that ever bad place on
the earth, - 4- - '

i - '

By and by some Christian will come along,
and be will look at these gates and admiro
their beauty, for each gate is to be con-
structed of one immense splendid pearl.
Tbe gates are closed fast and very high
and while admiring, their beauty he ob-
serves the Inscriptions upon them. Being a
Christian bo. of loonrse, expects to enter,but looking at the gates, he finds the name
Reuben on one of tbem. Says he
''Reuben was a polygamous child: I will go
of" a" monogamous ohifdrKywV!e7f
accordingly visits all the twelve gates.tbronon each side of the city, and finds Inscribed
on each gate tbe . name of a polygamouschild, and this because It te the greatesthonor that oould be conferred on theirfather Jacob, who is ia their midst, for ho
is to sit down with all the honest and Up-
right in heart who come from all nations to
partake of the blessings of that kingdom.

"But," stys this Christian, "I really do
not like this; I see this is a polygamous city.I wonder if there Is not seme other plaoefor me! I do not liket he company of polyga-
mists. They were hated very badly back
yonder. Conrres" hated them, tha Presi.
dent hated tbem, the cabinet hated them'1
tbe 'priests hated them, and everybody
hated them, and I engendered the same,
hatred, and I have not g-- t rid of it yet.:.
I wonder if there is not some other placeformefOOh yes, there is another p'aoe
for voa. wkbout the rates of the city there
are dors, sorcerers, whoremongers, edul- -i

terers and whosoever loveth and maketh a!
lie. r Now take your choice, Amen.
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gamy, they must believe when their bro
ther dies and leaves no seed, that the
surviving brother, though he has one, two,
or a half a dozen wives living, shall take
that widow. Thst is part of the law, and
tbey must fulfill all the words of this law,
and thru God has promised--' to gather
them again.-Sa- ys one, "When that is
fulfilled it will be bai the (days of Chris-
tianity." . We carj't help IU polygamy
belongs to Christianity, as well as to the
law of Moses. '?-- ! , j..- -

Says one-i-T- hd children of Israel .have
been scattered - now some 1800 i years
among all the nations' and kindreds of
the earth, in fuinliment of this curse, but
if we believe that saying which you have
just quoted, we are obliged to believe tbat
the chuaren or Israel are yes to return to
attend to all these iastitutions, and that
too while the Christian religion is in vogue,
that and they are to regulate their house-
holds according to the law of God, whether
those families are inonogamio or poly-
gamic." What will the good Christians
thinK wnen mat is lamnear rney cannot
help themselves, for God will not gather
Israel Until they do return with all their
hearts unto him, and hearken to and obey
all the words of - this law written In this
book. This is the word of the Lord, 'and
how can yoa help yourselves? i Says one
"We will pass laws against them." i Thst
will not hinder, when God sets his hand to
carry out bis purposes laws that may be
passed by England, Denmark, Norway or
any other. Christian community will not
binder the Israelites from attending to all
Ihe words contained m vne . book or rjis
law; for they will want to get back again
to their own Jana. j i

Inasmuch then as the Lord has prom-
bed to restore all things spoken of by the
mouth of all the holy prophets since the
world began, supposing. that he7 should
begin this great work of restore tloi in
our dsy how. are we going to helpbur- -
aeivesf i can't neip it. . nngnam i oung.
oar President, can't help it; Joseph'biith
conM not hel K.z.iiot Pper w
accompnsh this great work of restoration

the restitution of all things, it will In
clude what the iropnei aioees nas eaaa,
and it will bring baclc with it a pluralityof
w. TBe-- ath chapter of Isaiah could
never bo fulfilled without this restoration.
The passage to which I refer is familiar to
all the gaiter-da-y samta "in that day
the branch of the Lord shall be beautiful
snd glorious,- - and the fruit of the earth
shall be i excellent and comely; and In
that day seven - women, shall take hold of
one man, saying, we will eat our own
bread and wear our , own apparel, only let
nS.be called by thy name to take away our
reproach.-"-- Now will ' this prophecy ever
be rniaued, unless this great restoration
or restitution shall tales placet J It cannot.
If this great 'restttuboa aoea not take
place Jesus will never come for It ia writ-
ten in the .New- Testament,, ir the 3rd
chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, that

tne. neavens must receive wesus vnrist.
until the times ef the restitution of all
things which God has spoken 'by ; the
mouths of .his holy prophets since the
woriu uegau.-- - v esua wui nave wt suy a
long time in the heavens, providing that
monogamist principles are the only prin-
ciples that will . be Introduced, In fact be
never, can come ror tne scriptures say us
heavens must retain him until all things
are natoreo. j" ;i:'-- . .V- -

, God has said 'that seven women shall
take bold of one man, for the purpose of
having ineir reproacu taken away, that
the may be called by his name, not cast
off as harlots or prostitutes; not to take
away the name of the father from the
children, and cast them Into the streets."
as the Christian nations .have been doing
for many iong centuries that are past.
Bat these seven women will be desirous of
hating the name of their' husband for
themselves - and their children.' Isaiah
says it shall be so, and it will have to be

nder tne vnaatlan dispensation. How
are th Christiana going to get rid of this?
Cadyott aeraa any waylt is there any
nossibla wsytor means tbat yoa can think

,ht will put a stop'to the Lord's fnl-nl3- ng

his word? IwiM tell you one way
jf von will all turn infidels and bam up
the Bible, and the begin to persecute, the
devil wlllteli you, that you. can s tceess-fall- y

overcome, and that God will never
fttiull and- - accomplish hia --word; but if
you jprofesa.to believe the' Bible, by the
Bible you than be JtiTSged, for, satin tha
wrd, My. words shall Judge you at the
tett day." The books wUf be opened,
God't word win be the. standard by which
tsa nationt win ba judged; hence If yon
vuh a righteoua Judgment I would say
Forbear, do not destroy the Bible because
it advocates polygamy- - but remember,
that every ?wrd of. God Is pure, to it is
declared; and he has nowhere in tiiis bok,' J i;sMry
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