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DISCOURSE it

BY

ELDER geiKEO Q hannonCANNON

delivered at semi annual con-

ference 0onn dundaysunday afternoon
aprilprU 6 1878 t

ftREPORTED rV gibbs
t

feihethe speaker read from the doc-
trine arldand covenants newnewnow editeditionlopiop
commencing at the paragraph
and endingat the paragraph ofbf
section 58

this iais a great people and itif any-
s thang would be likely pallaa

man and make him feel his own
nothingness it is to stand up before
such an nuddudaudiencelence as iais here assem-
bledblettoto attempt to0 speak to them
and to instruct them we havehaves

ho besides ourown
strength to rely on if it were not
bojso I1 should not bebecherehere the prom
ioejoe of the nordhordalordisIs that when we as-
semble together aswe hayebaye this day
andasand aa we are nowtiow assemaasemassembledbledybleds he
will give unto us that portion of hiahis
word andarid his counsel ashs shall be
suited to our circumstances BO that
every boul shallahall eat odtheof the bread of

r life and go andlarid jimre-
joice in the privilege he may havlehave
badhad of coming together as
are 11I1

work in which we arearo en-
gaged embraces more and moremote
the older I1 grovrgrow the moramortalI1 become
acquaintedquhinted with its magnitude
wi the responsibilities that arere
connected with it and especially
the responsibilities which restrent dodownWA

upon who are the chochosensenten
leaders of the people

we know as waswaa testified to this
morning that this is the work 0

iodlodgodsod that god has laid itsats
tiontigh that godnaigod hashad ehobhochosensen the men
who are associated with it and who
are in authority connected with tho
work to fill the situations which
they occupy we know also thaothatpl

he has restored the authority that
was once enjoyed byman by which
men are enabled to act in the midst
of the people in christs stead and
knowing these things we aroare en-
couragedcou raged as a people and as indi-
viduals to press forward and to help
establish that cause which babasbebashe has
revealed to the earth but ththereere
are lauy things connected with
this work with its advancement
with the binding of the people to-
gether with the carrying out of the
great designs which god has re-
vealed for the salvation of the chil-
dren of men which press upon our
attention andad cause us to exercise
every faculty of our minds in thinkthinksi

a inglog in pondering upon andund in giv-
ing shape to measures that shall rezre-
sult in the greatest good fur this
great people

the principles of thehe gospel we
are all familiar with as a people
we have studied the lesson from the
beginning and have become famil-
iar with it in almost all its details
we have traveled we havepreached
we have borne testimony to this
work we have helped to gather the
eoplepeople together organizing them
beforeMore doing so into branches into
conferences into missions and
then have organized them into
companies to travel by sea to travel
by land to bring themthern to the gath-
ering places which have been ap-
pointedanted with these labors therideselderseiders off this church have obtained
great familiarity they have become
experts in preaching spiritual sal-
vation in preaching the first prin-
ciples of the gospel of the lord
jesus christ in telling the people
how they shall be saved from their
sinsains and what they shall do to ob-
tain the promises godvod connected
with obedience to this gospel and
we have in coming to these moun-
tains obtained considerable knowl
edge concerning other matters
probably todayto day a man would not

6 0 eri to the charge of egotism of
bbeingbaingg vain concerning the people

w were he to saybay that to take the
latter day saints the men of this
church and luin no other body of
men of the same numbers will you
find men of such experience in
preaching in travelingij as mission
ariesarles as eldersliders in organizing the
people in handling companies of
jargelarge bodies of men and women
and layingthe foundation of settle-
ments in building cities in devel-
oping countries and in organizing
systems of government in those
countries I1 do not know that I1
am open to the charge ofor being
vain concerning the latter day J

saints when I1 mako this statement
that in all the earth among all1111

the inhabitants ortheof the earth you
Ccannot find BOso jargelarge 1a body of

cipal linenmen familiar with spiritual
things familiar with temporal
things familiar with the handlingbandling
of01 large bodies ofbf people and organ-
izingizing them and dictating their
labors and planning for their tem-
poral salvisalvationtion and for their good
government as you will find in the
midst of thebe mountains and num-
bered in this church of jesus christ
of latter daydai saints

and yet after making this state-
ment wagwas stand aas it were aaithahr
very threshold ofbf our work juitjust atht
the door ofor it we have iscarscarcelyceli aaac-
complishedcomplished anything to wh-atwhat re
mains to bebb done tilvilwithrr
the work devolving ubon us veWP
have made a beginning itisit Is tatruerue
we havebave solved some problems 1 but
there is an immense amount of
work to be done by us as a people
and especially by those who act in
our midst in the capacity of leaders
the highest qualities of statesman
shipiship are needed audand called fur the
highest qualities that men anu wo-
men possess that make them capa-
blebledajf planning for nations devising
schemes andwid plans that will dotnot
only bayesave a town or a smallsmail com-
munity

i

of people but that will ex
tend to nationsnationstllasIliathe meanstheano ofbf baving
hamhem frumfrim balnal penniperil and from
evils bhatthai menace the existence d
every powerpowder thalthae liow exists upon
the face of the baftearthh I1

youyiu Ilookooklook abroabroadild todayto dayaay among
oathorthof theb 4arthearth addaeand fket

their condition peegee the with
they are afflicted and which

threaten the downfall and the over-
throw of0 nations and we need not
go beyond obrownour own land to gain ex

in this matter and to as-
certain the danger which berels
thibthis republic the mostmoat glorious na
tion auciand the mostmoet glorious form
govgovernmentrement that exists upon thoth
habitable globe eowhowpow many times
i9 it saldsaid that thiathishisbia republic cannat
stand that evils are working and
undermining the fabrics of govern
oenmenmeritt and threatens ithitt
speedy overthrow youxou can bearce i

jy taiktalk with a thinking man upon
thebethese subjects a man who kakeatikes in
the extent of his vision allnil the

ththreatenbeaten our nation
having himhirn acknowledge that
future ina many respects looks ex-
ceedinglyeeecee dark and that atit is some-
what doubtful whetherther the
mncan babi preservedvaavad aaag yfjt iaiff t thetha
present

with all thesethebe facts then before
us it laIs well forlor us todayto day assem-
bledaledasas we are in this general con-
ferencefereferdnephep to take into some consider

lation our own condition the cir-
cumstancescumeumstances which surround us and
eexaminei amine them in the light of in-
telligencetellix geneegence and wisdom as he
bilven it to us and whether
should not take steps to
burour existence and not only pre-
serveser e it but perpetuate and to in-
crease our power and to cause that
work mithwith which we are
to continue to progress and fulfillfulfil
high aridand glorious destiny

there is orelore principle which
think in mentioning everyone
see the power of and that disunionis union
it isais a trite saying oftenohn repeated
thattha union is strength Certacertaininislulsb
we have proved the truth of
saying throughfughfigh the longloag or
period as it may be of our exist-
ence aaas a people ththere Is no peo-
ple

eo
todayto day with whom I1 amain ac-

quaintedquain ted who hasbaa proved eoso satis-
factorilyfactorily as we have
our past experience the value
union it is that which makes us
numerically a weak people ha
people it is that which makes us
one bundredhundred and fifty or one hun-
dred and sixty thousand or
two hundred thousand
throughout these mountains north
and houthtooth a power in the landlaudj
and a power certainly which
Ismoreis more saidsald about than aby
power probablyyinin existence di-
vide us up segregate us in to com-
munitiesmuni ties into sects lutointo idedenomi-
nations

nomi
into factionfactionssf ard

would we amount totg nothing
our strength would do dissipated
we would be enfeebled
particularly would be said about uaus
more than is said about thouisthou sudsiuds
and millions of others from whom
wearewe are separated it was the n
of the latter dadayy bainedsaints which iuin
the beginning created opposition
against us brought it to the sur-
face and made it moving aridand ac-
tive when there were but fifty or
lees members of the church the
very fact that a new the
principle of unionbadhadbadhad been brought
to light through which thesethem fifty
men andaad women were united as the
heart of one waswaa sufficient to
arouse appoopposition and rereatecreate tdklerklir

certain extent fear sectarian in-
fluence was brought to bear against
us our creed is in danger our

ssectect ialet in danger our place iais in
danger if this people withinith this
union houldshould gain a foothold among
ual alarm waswaa felt inthein the ranks
of the variousvarlotts se deer felt
that although a power insignificant

jtbereittwewereit should be
fofigliCaind its existence extirpated
if possible irofrofromm off the eartearthh
hence the opposition it met with

i iu the beginning A few week
old lelielleile a little trembling puny

1able to walk not able tovi
speak or make itself feltfert yet the
very existence of arousedroused
bearfear AS great rearfear as that wwhichh ich Aani-
mated

n I1

herheadod of old when he is-
sued an edict for all the first born
malemaie children of judea to bsbe lainslain
it treated terror in the land and
all bechtabecause a certain babe of beth-
lehem had been baibornD nodrod hebe hoped
in issuing ahls cruel edicediettetito destroy
this efah abild and with him the
power which he feared so it wwa
in the beginning of this work when
it wmwas weak andnod feeble it created iuin
the minds of those who watched its
birth and its aftelafter growth a feeling
of fear anandd they were determined
to destroy it from off the earth ifit

I1they doutoucouldia
when the church moved to kirtl-

and and the people began to gather
aget harto go to that place coset
tle you will see by reading the hisbis
tory the was produced
and you read the history of the
ellementeUlement ofdt the peopeoplene in jacksonjaebJacbsutsot

county willwilf faethe bamesame
only moremote violent

antu suehsuch aspia spirithitfit was engendered
that ahethe meb succeeded inn driving
the people fromirom eheebe county you
can trace it through all thathe historymotor
of this to the present time
it has been the union of the lat
ter day saintssainta that as I1 have before
said aroused opposition crystallized
it and made it as effectiveaffective as it hhas
been against us had we been a
divided people had we been

among ourselves had therethero
been factiousfactions among us and jealous-
ies among our leadinglending men djou
would not hirehavehive seen this coppom i

bionition neither would you have seen
the credit that has been given to
us norhor the power that this people
have wielded in the earth to tthehe
present time you would not have
seen this spectacle thisthia inspiriting
spectacle of people assembled
aaenaad r dzioozion roykoyro 1 ta giotgior aa
cording to the dictates of tbtheirebrownown
conselo ieeice and the revelations of
god and otof the lords
tiupper as we are todayto day you
would not havehavo seenbeen these
peopled from idaho in the north to
mexico in the south with settle-
ments of people of one faith of one
lbbeliefbellefeilefellef worshippingworshipping god in the
ihameameiame manner and calling upon him

totd bestow upon them the
same blessings and laboring for the
bamesame objects the value eiej
of union we asafi a people have
demonstrated as no other people
nonoww living have and I1 leave you
to your own reflections to imagine
what we would be without it
everyone can think for himself or
herselfherselfutilonon this subject and can
draw his or her own conclusions
but as we are united and have been
spiritually it is not the design bofof
god as 39 clearly manifest in hisjs
revelations plainly spoken through
his word and deeply imp by
his holy spirit upon every heartbeart
belonging to thiathis church that this
alone ia not the of our organ-
ization as a people it was not for
spiritual salvation alone that the
word of the lord came totb us to
gather out ofbf babylon it wasvas not
for spiritual salvation aionoatone that the
elders of this church traversed sea
and land forfontorsoso long a period gaabgath-
ering the people tugetogethertherthet at buchsubhsuch
an expense of time and meanai it
was not for spiritual salvation
that behavewe have buffersufferededthethe attacks
andhod the violence of mobs that we
left ourpur homeshomus in the east the
plessantpleos mutant placed that many lertleft anitanil
crossed themethese dreary waster and
planted ourselves in these moun-
tains there was something more
than this embodied in the ideaidika
there was something moiemote thail
embodied in the effort there wavats
temporal salvationsalvatiunlun aloahoaio conne eleucleud
with the spiritual salvation that
had been txtendedextended toustonsto us lusetteI1 use the
termerm 91 temporal salvation becarte6
itit is better understood probably than
any other term I1 could use my
trainingraining has led me to blend the

two it being difficult for menips 0too
draw the lineliner of demardemarcationbAloncalon be
tween the teriitemporalkoralboral uld 0spiritualpirittia

butuc in mianamany mindsmindy there is a dladia
inelneunctioninc tion I1 use the phrase tbtihk rerei
furefurie that thosethole who are famillar
wilhwith it wiliwill bilde taud myuny mean-
ing temporal isalvational is 4as yleyieditcc
essary according to ihothoibotho faithfalth of
theibe LattirayprayicyIVY

saints in iaits urmaurna

andfind seibeiseasonibonison as spiritual salvation
of course spiritual occu-
pies the finstfirst and ought to be fore-
most within every heart but we
cannot accomplish our spiritual fal

and the destiny of our fa-
ther and creator without also con-
necting with it temporal salvation
temporal acts the pperformance of
temporal labor hence as I1 have
said it should occupy some portion
of ounour thoughts it should be con-
sidered by us and aaas I1 have re-
marked we have not come out to
our 1 present 16locationcationcatlon for purely spir-
itual performances but to lay the
foundfoundation of a system that should
stand forever that should be con

with mansmana existence here
upon the earth bothi bishis spiritual
and hisbis temporal exisexistence a work
that should affect everything con
ejected with kanandman and nishis relation-
ship to his fellow man

A greattreat many ofif the latter day
aint4 have failed aaas I1 have some-
times thought to grasp this idea
to graap thethe idea that the lord wmwas
foundfoundingloclog a great nationality if I1
may use such a limited phrase as
that it limits the idemideadendea to call it a
nationality the lord is gathering
out from every nation kintikindredTedred
tongue and Ppeopleeople a community
out of which he intends to form
for himself a kinikinsidom rootnot an
earthly kingdom but a kingdom
over abiwhichich hhee willwilt preside in the
heavens a kidkingdomadom thalthai should be
aed upon purely republican prin-

ciples upon the earth and there
fore not a kingdom in the strict
sense of the word so far as ltit
earthly location ia concerned baft
a republic andarid for atia purpose
as the latter day saints have be
lieveld from the beginning jhcthc

h
i lord raised up the founders of our
nation and inspired them george
washington and otherothersa to do the
work that they mccomi in
laying the foundation of a form of
government upon this laud under
which that kingdom that behe should
establish should grow and flourish
and extend itself without interfer-
ing in thothe least degree with the
genius of the government and
this is the work in which we are
engageengagedd this iais the labor that
should occupy our attention and
as I1 have said we should taktake
waning by that which we reecreeeee
around us onun every landhand the de-
cay the disintegration of the va
rlou andaudmelowers and
organize ourselves 0eo we caucuu
preserve and grow and
increaseincreate and add to the awerp iwer we
already pasaposa I1 believe our peo-
ple are beginning to taketaue higher
views of theibe organization with
which they are connected and con

higher view4 of theirown
and theibe

labor that devolves uponupun each one
as an individual we eeeebe more ol01
ibis spirit manifested theelderthe eldera
bavehave ever evinced a willingness to
go forth at the call of the proper
authorities totd preapreach1

clicyl the gospel
and perform labors of this charac-
ter for the public good but it hasblis
been a difficult lesson for bertous to learnleird
that etwasit warwaa binding upon
us as servanis of0 god that we
should labor inin temporal mattermattlersfers
withwilh the samebame devotion and the
spirit of selfbelr that we
did in laboring to preach the gos-
pelpelipell there seeniebeenieseemedd to bebo a higher
callingCL ing in the mind of man asso-
ciated with mattersmattere it
seemed to be more dignified it has

to babe more worthy of mens
gratuitous labor than to labor with
their bandit or brain for the totempo-
ral

in
advancement of the work and

for the temporal salvation of the
eoplepeople 1 I believebelleve that yeuyou will all
pavee noticed that there is a change
takingfaking leacelace in many mindsminda in re-
gard to this aadand many men are be
klugiublost to take aadifadillerent view in
factct they have done for year
probablyp some never had any other
Vyiewjew but a great matijmanmau who havebave
bbaad iflerent who have im-
agined that it waswaa their duty to
look at theotheetheeo temporal mattermatters are

to taku different views
to10 take a bibber conceptionconceptiontiou of their
re in this direction11 it
ta right andam that weweah ouid2dookoogoso there is no good reason why
a9 man should imagine that hohe has

the acquirementsacquire ments more ac-
ceptablycep more i1 in
preachingreaching this gospel than in la-
boringing after the people have been

home forfon it salvation
in0 o ttemporal thithiepip

there Islaaisaa Lbubaabjectret that has mccu
pledpied a grestgreat otof thought
anoaua hasbas been dwelt upon very trofro

in our public assemblies
jorr thehe pactpast fewfow 3 emaoafenas I1 refer to
thathat of thihthe Ttruidthit d older there

havehavolayelayo beepbeen some attempts in fact j

saybay nany attemptattemptsij atpt organ
I1

with a view to its more
completecompcoup ielelele ccarrying out there is
auothir principle connected with
thisthia that basbaa ben iuin force also upon
our eltienaltienattentiontion for many years past
namely the system of operationcooperationco
in temporal matmatterstirs we have felifeitfelt
to a very great extent the impor-
tance of this I1 believe the spirit
of it bashas rested upon the latter day
saints when you look back a few
earbyearsears by waywiy bf contrasting our
condition then withoutwith our condition
tuto daylouday yousou will perceive doubtless
there has been chobod ef-
fected among us inreihrein regardgard tto thidthia
matter there haabaa been coyacoiA sidera
ble thought among tufetire ppeopleii alonaion
coming it a great manxmany haye rea-
soned

1

upon it for themselves and
have become thoroughly convinced I1

of the importance ot the principle
in this a good work hshas been dld ne
because it is au exceedingly diffi-
cult thing to leaven the whole massmaea
of people like this people who in-
habit these valleys to leaven them
with correntcornec t ldahidenar lindand havebave them
understand thethemw if the firest
presidency of the church compre-
hend

i
a principle einelnandd the twelve i

comprehend it but the people failfall
to comprehend it you can readily 1

understand how diffie uit it would
be to makeinake that principle practical
and operative therb0 leading men
hen have carried the whole peo-

ple upon their shoulders BOso to
speak if circumstance
anything has to be done itiljais to bobe
done upon their faithfalth and influence
alone but when you can get the
ta inking menmeu and women through-
out our to underblanderslandjand
and legalize the importancece odtheof the
1principle the victory lais won the
work ihenthen is comparatively eabybayeay piof

andaud tibia has
beanlean a subject of congratulation 10lo
mome in my feeling thatthai
standing the many errors notwith-
standingstaldiugdlug the many failurefailures not-
withstandingW the lack of success
in many directions the le
of operation the principle of
uniting ouriourselveselyea together in thathe
united order has been reflected
upon has been cogitated and dis-
cussed in all the circles of this peo-
ple and at their until it
may be aid an understanding of it
permeates the entire mass of the
peopleope as a people and there isj-s y an argument needed lain
ttalkingmug about it nowmow to c

alao are the moumoa butu
iundfund reluctant iu giving erelee
to the principle aivao yott hear
any opponent to thuthe ducilleP ex-
press himself now a guyanysays it iaig in
ibis wawat luislulsititisIs an excellent prin-
ciple if we couldgould oo00 ly carry it out
properly 27 the principle iais con-
ceded its is pentment ledfedd to
I1itt only remains now for us to carry i

it out propproperlyennyefly n order fonfor- us to
gain the andaud theibe support
of thothoethosee who are doubtful upon
that point aldaud I1 think thisthia a
great work pilsplislieddifed it seems
to me that the latter day saints
todayto damareday are IIIin thisthia posit fofonn teliteiltellitell
us what to do dhownuiari tdtoi dpdo ityou leading benjmen tell busa hante
can operatecooperateco how we calpcan unite
together devise lbthed plan
hwh w it can be carried out success
fully and we areate ongfa handbaud to carry
it vue I1 do not khawknowromfrom youryouri
expressions whether I1 state youryoun
leelings correctly or not on thiathis
point but I1 stalestate that which Xr be-
lieve that which I1 amatu impressed
with in connection with mjmy breth-
ren and sisters wherever I1 meet
themathem and whenever this subject or
topic comes up for discuadiscussioneaon or
mentiontion there ia one thing breth-
ren and sisters that us
all as being nightright and proper and
that is to throw our in one
channel to make our ii fluence felt
as an entireentile I1 ody and not as I1 have
remarkedked to divide ourselves and
scatter our influence0 so that it will
bbbe unfelt

I1 have endeavored to describe to
you the influence wew wield because
of our union in spiritual matters
the same remark will apply exact-
ly to our union in temporal mat-
ters let this people be united in
temporal matters let it be known
that we work together for one

good that we labor as a
people to benefit the whole and
not the individual and that our
influence is in this direction andvind I1
tell you that the same Intinfluenceluence
the samecame power that we wield newvew

8 a piti tuailual organization willwilt bebd
f it in14 our tenitemporal affairs in our

afaffairslairs in all the affairs in
factnet which attract our attioattentiontion

one greatrentreat otobjectluct we should aim
titt reach that we should aim to ac

to make ludejudo
in rlreadgard to manufactures

we havebaveh ave hadhail I1 the lastlist Areekeek con
iderable conversation ti


