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The speaker read from the Doc-
trine augecnvannnta new edition),
commencing at the 24th paragraph,
and ending at the33rd paragraph, of
section 58,

‘I'his is & great people, and if any-
thfog would be likely to appall a
man aod make him feel his own
nothingness, it is to stand up before
such an audience as is here assem-
bled, to attempt to speak to them
and to instruct them. We have,
however,something besidesourown
strength to rely on; if it were not
so, I should not be here, The prom-
ise of the Lord is that when we as-
semble together as we have this day,
and as we are now assembled, he
will give unto us that portien of his
word and his counsel as shall be
guited to our circumstances, so that
every soul shall eat of the bread of.
life and go away satisfled, and re-
joice in the privilege he may bave
had of coming together &s we now
are. |

T'his work in which we are en:-

aged embraces more and more..

The older I grew the more I become
acquainted with its maghnitude,
with the responsibllities that'are
connected with it, and especially
the responsibilities which rest down
upon those who are the chosen
leaders of the people.

We know, as was testified to this
morning, that this is the work of
(3od, that God has 1aid its founda-
tion, that God has chosen the men
who are associated with it and who
are in authority connected with the
work, to fill the situations which
they occupy. We know also that
he has restored the authority that
was once enjoyed by man, by which
men are enabled to act in the midst
of the people in Christ’sstead. And
knowing these things we are en-
couraged as a people and as indi-
viduals to press ferward and to hel
establish that cause which he has
revealed to the earth. But there
are mauny things connected with
this work, with its advancement,
with the binding of the people to-
gether, with the carryingoat of the
great designs which God has re-
vealed for the salvation of the chil-
dren of men; which press upon our
attention and cause us to exercise
every faculty of our minds in think-
ing, in pondering upon and in giv-
ing shape to measures that shall re-
sult in the greatest good for this
great people. -

The principles of the Gospel we
are all familiar with, as a people;
we have studied the lesson from the
beginniog and have become famil-
jar with it in almost all its details.
Wehave traveled, we havepreached,
we have borne testimony to this
work; we have helped to gather the

ople together,. organizing them
gfuru doing so into braonches, into
conferences, into missions, and
then have organized them into
companies o travel by sea, to travel
by land, to bring them to the gath~
ering places which have been ap-

inted. With these labors the

\ders of thischurch bave obtained
great famillarity; they have become
experts in preaching spiritual sal-
vation, in preaching the first E’in-
ciples of the Gospel of the Lord
Jesus Christ; in telling the people
how they shall be saved from their
sins, and what they shall do to ob-
tain the promises of @od conuected
with obedience to this Gospel. And
we have, in coming to these moun-
tains, obtained considerable knowl-
edge concerning  other matters.
Probably to-dsy a man would not
be open to the charge of egotism, of
being vain eoncerning the people,
were he to say that to take the
Latter-day Baints, the men of this
church, and in no other body of
men of the same numbers will you
find men of such experience in
preaching, in traveling, as mission-
aries, as Klders, in organizing the
people, in handling companies of
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cipal ‘men familiar with spiritual
thicgs, famiidar with tempora!
things, familiar with the bandliog
of large bodies of people and organ-
izing them and dictating ir
labors and planning for their tem-
poral salvation, and f’%ﬂ their g%gd
government, as you will find in the
midst of these mountains and num-
bered in this Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints.
And yet, after making this state-
ment, wes stand, as it were, at the
very threshold of our work, Al
the door of it; we have scarcely ac-
eomplished apnything to what re-
mains to be done connected with
‘the work devolviog upom us. We
have made a beginniog, it is true,
we have solved some problems; but
there is an immense amount of
work to be done by us as a people,
and especially by those who act in
our midst in the ea y of leaders
The highest qualities of statesman
ship are needed aud .called for; the
highest qualities that men anu wo-
men that make them capa-
bleof planning for nations, devising
schemes and plans that will pot
oply save a town or a small com-
munity of people, but that will ex
tend to nations the meansof aaving
fhem from national peril and from
evils that méenace the existence ol
every power’ that now exists upon
the face of the earth, ' 41X
XYou leook abroud to-day among
the inhabitants of the earth and set
their condition, #ee the evils with
which they are afflicted and which

threaten the dowufull and the over-.

throw of nations;, and we need not
go heyond our own land to gain ex
perience in this matter, and to as-
certain the danger which besets
this republie, the most glorious na
tion, and the most glorious form of
government that exists. upon the
habitable globe. How many times
is it said that this republic cannot
stand, that evils are working and

undermining the fabries of govern-
ment, and whichgthreatens it~
speedy overthrow? Y ou can scarce-

ly talk ‘with a thinking man upon
these subjects, a man who takes in
the extent of his vision all theevils
which threaten our nation, without
having him acknowledge that the
future, in many respects, looks ex-
ceedingly dark, and that it is some-

P | what doubtful whether the republic

ecan ba preserved as it is at the
present,

With all these facts, then, before
us, it is well for us to.day, assem-
bled as we are in this general (on-
ference, to take into some consider-
ation our own condition, the cir-
cumstances which surround us, and
examine them in the light of in-
teltigence and wisdom, as He has
¢iven it to us, and whether we
should not take steps to preserve
our existence, and not only pre.
serve it, but perpetuate, and to in-
crease our power, and to cause that
work with which we are identified
to continue to progress and fulfil its
high and glorious destiny.

There is ore prineiple which I
think in mentioning everyone will
see the power of, and that is union.
It isa trite saying, often repeated,
that union is strength. Certainly
we have proved the truth of this
saying through the losg or short
period, as it may be, of our exist-
ence as a ple, There is no peo-
ple to-day with whom I am aec-
quainted who bas proved so satis-
iactorily as we have, throughout
our past experience, the value of
union. It is that which makes us,
numerically a weak people, a strong
people; it is that which makes us,
one hundred and fifty or one hun-
dred and sixty thousand or perbhaps
two hundred thousand -people
throughout these ‘mountains north
and soath, a power in the land;
and a power certainly which there
is more said about than any other
power, probably, in existence. Di-
vide us up, segregate us into com-
munities, into sects, iuto denomi-
nations, into factions, ard what
would we amount tu? Nothing;
our strength would be dissipated,
we would be enfeebled,and nothing
particularly would be said about us
more than is said about thoussands
and millions of others from whom
we are separated, it was the union
of the Latter-day Saints which iu
the beginning ecreated opposition
against us, brought it to the sur-

rge bodies of men and women | face, and made it moving and ae-
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and season, as spiritual salvation.
Of course spiritual salvation oceu-
pies the first, and ought to be fore-
most within every heart]; but we
cannot accomplish our spiritual sal-
vation and the destiny of our Fa-
ther and Creator without also con-
necting with it temporal salvation,
temporal acts, the performance of
temporal labor. Hence, as I have
said, it should oécupy some portion |
of our thoughts, it should be con-
sidered by us; and,as 1 have re-

sect is in danger,our place is 'in
danger, if this people with this
unionshould gain a foothold amonyg’
us,” Alarm was felt in the ranks
of the various sects, and they felt
that although & power ingignificant
and weak, as it were, it should be
fought and its existence extirpa‘ed,

rom - off the earth.

if possible, f
Hence the lﬂppﬂ!iﬂﬂﬂ it met with
A few weeks

in the beginping,
old, like a little trembling, puny
infant not able to walk, not able to

marked, we have not come out to
our present location for purely spir-
itual performances, but to lay the
foundation of a system that should
stand forever, that sheuld be con-
nected with man’s existence. here
upon the earth, both his spiritual
and his temporal existence; a work
that should aflect everything con
nected with man and his relation-
ship to his fellow-man

A great many of the Latter-day
<aints have failed, as I have some-
times thought, 1o grasp this idea,
to grasp the idea that the Liord was
founding a great nationality—if I
may use such a limited phrase as|
that; it limits the jdea to call it a
nationality, The Lerdis gatbering
out from every nation, Kindred,
toongue and people a community,
out of which he intends to form
for himself a Ekingdom, not an

speak or make itself felt. Yet the
very existence of the infant aroused
fear, as great fear as that which ani-
mate erod of old when he is-
sued an edict for all the first-born
malé children of Judea to be slain.
[t ereated terror in the land; and
all because a certain babe of Beth-
lehem had been born, and he hoped,
in issuing this cruel edict, te destroy
this man-child and with him the
power which he feared. ' So it was
in the begimning of this work, when
it was weak and feeble it created in
the minds of those who watched its
birth and its after-growth a feeling
of fear, and they were determined
to destroy it from off the earth, if
they could. ,

thau the church meved to Kirt-
land and the people began to gather
together to go to that place to sel-
tle, yon will see by reading the his

earthly Engdom, but a kinzdom
over which he will pieside in tLhe
heavens; a kingdom that should be
based upon purely republican prin-
ciples upon the earth; and thére-
fore not a Bingdom in the striet
sense of the word, so far as its
earthly lccation is concerned; but

tory the fear that was produced
And you read the history of the
settlement of the people in Jacksor
County, and you will see the eame
wanpiles:ations; only more violent,
until such a spirit was engendered
that the meb succeeded in driving
the people from the county., You

a republic. And for this purpose,
as the Latter-day Baiuts have be-
lieved from the begioning, the
Lord raised up
nation and ipepired them—George
Washington aud others—to do the
work that they aceomjlished, in
laying the foundation of a form of
government upon this land unde:
which that kingdom that he should
ies among our leading men, you |establish sbhould grow and flourish
would not -have seen this opposi-|and extend itself without iuterfer-
tion; neither would you have seen |ing in the least degree with the
the ecredit that hxzs been given to|genius of the government, Anv

can trave it through all the history
of this people to the present time.
It has been the union of the Lat-
ter-day Sainta that, as I have befor
said, aroused opposition, crystalized
it and made it as effective as it has
veen against us, Had we been a
divided people, had we been quar-
relling among ourselves, had there
betn faciionsamong us and jealous-

the founders of our | accomplishment.

jzation with a view to its more
complete esrrying out. There is
another prineiple connected with
this \hat has bren in foree also upon
our attention for many years past,
namely, the system of co-operation
in temporal matters.  We have felt
to a very
tance of this; I believe the spirit
of it bas rested upon the Latter-dsy

great extent the impor-

Saints. When you look back a few
years, by way of eopntrasting our
condition then with our condition
to-day, you will perceive, doubtless,
there has been a'great chibge ef-
fected among us in regard Lo this
matter. There has been considera-
ble thought among the people con.
cerning it} a greal many have lea-
soped upon it for themselves, and
have become thorotighly convineed
of the importapce oi the primeiple.
In this a good work has been done,
because it is an exceedingly diffi-
c¢ult thing to leaven the whole muss
of people, like this people who in-
habit these valleys, to leaven them
with correct idess and bave them
understand them. If the First
Presidency of the cburch compre-
heund a principle, and the Twelve
comprehend it, but the people fail
to comprebend it, you can readily
understaud how difficult it would

it}u to make that princip'e praetical

and operative, The leading men,
.hen, have carried the whole peo-
ple upon their shoulders, so 10
speak; if, under those circumstancer,
auylbing has to be done, it is to be
done upon their falth and infiuence
alone, But when you e¢an get the
tuinking men and women through-
out our community to understand
and realize the importance of the
principle, the viclwory is won, the
work then is comparatively easy of
And this  bas
te:n & subject of eongratulation 1o
me in my feelings, that potwilh-
standing the mauy errors, notwith-
stauvding the many failures, nol-
wiithstanding the lack of success
in many directions, the pripcigle
of cq epemntion, the prtnciple of
uniting ourselves together in the

| Upited Oider bhas been reflected

upon, has been cogitated ana  dis-

us, nor the power that this people | this is the work in which we are
have wielded in the earth to the |engaged; this is the labor that
present time. You would not have | should occupy our attentien, and
seen this spectacle—this inspiritivg fas I bhave said, we should take

spectacle of 12000 people assembled | wariing by that which we see
ander one roof to worskhip God ac- (around us on every hand—the de-

cording to the dictates of theirown |cay, the disintegration of the va
conscieance and the revelations of |\ rious governments and powers, and
God, and pertaking of the Lord’s jorganize ourselves so that we cav
supper, a8 we are to-day. You [preserve ourselves, and grow aud
would pot have secen these valloys | increase &nd add to the power we
peopled from Idaho in the north to |already possess.
Mexico in the south with settle | ple ure beginning to take higher
ments of people of one faith, of one | views of the organization wilb
belief, worshipping God in the | which they are cennected, and con-
same manner and+calling upon him | sequently higher views of theirown
unitedly to bestow upou tbem the |inuividual®responsibiiity and the
same blessings, and laboring for the | labor that Jevulves upou each one,
same ohjects. The value, therefore, | a8 an individual, We see more of
of union we, as a people, have | this rpirit manifested, The Eider-
domonatrated as no other people | have ever evinced a willinguess to
now living have. And I leave you |go forth at the call of the proper
to your own reflections to imagiue | suthorities to preach the Gospel
what we would be without it,|and perform labors of this charac-
Everyone can think for bimself, or | ter for the public good; but it bas
herself, upon this suhject, and cap | been a difficult lesson for usto learn

[ believe cur peo-| P

cussed in all the cireles of this peo-
ple and at their firesides, until it
may be raid an understaudiog of it
permeates the entire mass of the
people, as a people; and there Is
scarcely an argument needed in
talkivg about it now te e nvince
those who are the most s'ubbora
snd reluctant in givipg adherence
to the priuciple. When you bear
any oppouent tothe piinciple ex-
ress himself now-a-gays, it is In
this wa): *‘Itis an exceilent prin-
ciple, if we could only carry it out
properly.” The prine¢iple is con-
ceded, 118 correctuess is nstented to;
it ouly remains now for us to carry
it out properly .n order ifor us to
gain the coufldence and the sv pport
of those who are doubtful upon
that point. Aud I think this a
greal work accom plished. 1t seems
to me that the Latter-day BSaints
to-day are in this tion: “Tell
us what to do and "how to do it.
You leading men, tell us' how we

draw his or her own conclusions |that it. was ¢qualiy binding upon
But as we are united and bave been [us, as servanis of God, that we
spiritually, it is not the design of |should labor in temporal matters
God, ss is clearly mapifest in his | with the same devotion and the
revelations, plainly spoken through |spirit of self-abnegation that we
his word, and deeply impressed by |did in lsboring teo preach the Gos.
his Holy Spirit upon every heart | pel. There seemed to be a higher
belonging to this church, that this|ealling in the mind of man asso-
alone is not the ohject of our orgsn- | ciated with spiritual matters; it
ization as a people. ' It was not for | seemed to be more vignified; it has
spiritual salvation alone that the |seemed to be more worthy of men’s
word eof the Lord came to us to|gratuitous labor, than to labor with

gather out of Babylon; it was not | their hauds or brain for the tempo-
for spiritual salvation atene tbat the
Elders of this church traversed sea
and land for so long & period, gath-
ering the people tugether at #uch
an expense of time and means; it
was not for spiritual salvation alosé
that we have suffered the attacks
and the violence of mobs, that we
left our homes in the east—th«
plecsaut places that many l«ft, and
crossed these dreary wastesy and
planted ourselves in these moun-
tains, There was something more
than this embodied in the idea;
there was something more than thws
embodied in the eflort. There wm-l
temporal salvation alxo conneéted

with the spiritual salvation that
Had been e¢xtended tous. I use the
term ‘‘temporal salvation,’” becaa-e
it is better understood probably than
any other term I could use., My

for the temporal salvation of the
prople. 1 believe that yeu will all
have noticed that there is a change
taking pluce in many minds in re- |
gard to this; and many men uare be-
ginniog to take adifferent view—in
fact they have done for years;
probably some never had any othe:
view, but a great many who have
bad diffcrent views, who bave im-
agined that it was their duty to
look at the~e tempora!l matters, are
beginuing to take different views,
0 take a higher conception of their
respons bility in this direetion, It
(8 right and proper that we shounid
do 80, There is no reason why
a man should imagine that he has
fufilled the scquirements more ac-
ceptably,  more » approvedly * in
preaching this Gospel, than in la.

ral ‘advancement of the work nnd'

and laying®he foundation of settle- | tive when there were but fifty or
ments, in building cities, in devel-|less members of the church. The
oping countries, and in orgapizing | very fact thata new principle, the
systems of government in those | prineiple of union,bad been brought
countries, I do not know that I |te light, through which these niy
am oper fo the charge of being | men aind women were united as the
vain cobncerning the Latter-day) heart of one, was sufficien

Baints when I make this statement | arouse oppusition and create, 33‘
—that in all the earth, among all | certain extent, fear. Sectarian in-
the inhabitants of the earth, you |fluence was breught to bear against

gannot find so-Jarge & body of prin- Jus, ““Our creed is in danger, our!

training has led me to blend the
two, it being difficult for me te
draw the line of demarcation be-
tween the temporal and spiritual;
but in many micds there is a dis
tinction. I use the plrase, there-
fure, that those whko are familiar
with it will udder-taud my mean-
ing, Temporsl ralvation is as neg.
essary, according to the faith of

boring, after the people buve been
gathered bome, for their salvation
in temporal thinge.

There is a subject that has occu
pled a great amvuut or thought,
an0 has been dwelt upon very fre-
guently in our public assemblies
fur the pagt few jyeas; [ refer to
that of the Uaited Oider. There

have been some attempts, in faet Lr

the Latter-day Saints, in its time|may say many attemptg at organ-
vl . . - » A

can co-operate, how we can' unite
together, Devise the plan, suggest
h w it ean be carried out success-
fully, and we are on haud to carry
it vut.” I do not kpnow from your
expressions whether ‘I state ‘your
igelings correctly or not on this
puinty but I state that which I be-
lieve, that which I am impressed
with in conpeetion with my breth-
ren and sisters wherever I meet
them, and whenever this subject or
topi¢c comes up for discussion or
mention, There is ope thing, breth-
ren and sisters, that must swrike us
all as beipg right and proper; and
that is to throw our efforts in one
channel, to make our 11 fluence felt
as an entire t ody,and notas I have
remarked, to divide ourselves and
scalter our influence so that it will
be unfelt.

I have endeavored to describe to
you the influence we wield because
of our union in spiritual matters.
The same remark will spply exact-
ly to our npvion in temporal mat-
ters, Let this people be united in
temporasl matters; let it be Enown
that we work together for one
avother’s good, that we labor, asa
people, to benefit the whole and
not the individual, and that ‘our
influence is in this direetion; and I
tell you that the same infiuenece,
the same power that we wield new
+8 a +piritual organizatien will be
f It in our temporal aflairs, in our
financigl aflairs, in all the }airﬂ in
fact which attract our attention,

One great otject we should aim
t~ reach, that we should aim to ac-
complish,ic to make ourselves inde-
{:nuan in regard to manufactores

¢ bave had, the last seek, con-

siderable conversation witirleading



