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CONGRESS AND POLYGAMY

I1 I1

the times and other english paperscapers
consider 11 as they term
it in great perilperli tieythey are jubilant
over the idea of the aapapproachingpoachingFoaching down-
fall of mormonism inin utah they
inform thatho public with exulting jojoy
that congress is about to pass latslawslaws
against the mormon religion and
crushcruth out their religious faith by con-
gressional enactments and heavy pen-
alties christendom is enlightened with
these choice bits of information she
greedily swallows these delicious mor-
sels and longs to see one of the amailameri-
can territories deprived of all her do-
mestic and relirellreligiousgig rights to behold
herhen broken uup despoiled plundered
robbed and hpherer citizens driven from
thelitheir hard earned homes ta die of star-
vation in the dens and caves of the
mountains or perish by the hands of
savage hordes

what harm have we done to the
christian world that you BOso earnestly
desire furourtur destruction for which of our
goodid deeds do you desire to martynmartyr a
undredhundredh thousand menihen women anandd
children what bible doctrine or bi-
blebibieinstitution have we been guilty of
believingelfevingleving and practicing ththatat is so ex-
tremely offensive0 erosive to you we have
taughtaught you faith in vouchrist we have
aughttaught you to repent and reform from
from all evil we have pointed out bap-
tism as a sacred ordinance we have
preached the necessity of being born of
thosthe spiritit we believe and practice the
I1lordsorRisuppersupper we exhort all men and
women to live honestly soberly vir-
tuously prayerfully before god and
all men we believe in all the com-
mandsads sayings ordinances and bless-
ings of the glorious gospel ofbf the sonbon of
god we believe in the ministry of an-
gels inspired visions and dreams pro
hesy I1engs and new revelations we be-

lieveheyeeve in the utmost purity and virtue
among the sexesbexesswewe believe in the bi-
ble border of domestic institutions we
believe in the divine ordinance of mar-
riage1 lage in the bible institution of either
polypolygamygany or monogamy and finally we
believebelleve in everything that is good and
ih nothing that is evil or criminal for
which all of these good things do chris-
tians desire a whole people to be crushed
and refused an existence on earth we
pausepauso we wait for an answer the re-
ply comescommes from the four quarters of
christendom saying I1 we do hot wish
to persecute you for any good work nor
destroy you for any good institution
buubuy because you believe and practice
thural niarriagemarriage this is19 all christians
believe to beboaachime and you should bebc
punished
mlweiwet6 inquire by what rrightlit dolo you
cailcall polygamy a crime nilnelneithericher the old
nor thene testament has intimated
aitto be criminal or even sinful neither
god nor angels patriarchs nor pro-
phets revelatorsrevelatory nor apostles jews
nor early christians have made it
criminal but on the contrary god him-
self instituted and commanded the
practice gave laws regUlaregulatingtintiDg the same
protecting thethee legal rights of wives andand
the legal rights of their respective chil-
dren god himself gave wives to the
Propprophetlietilet david whose Psalmsyou sing
god himself chosechose abraham as the
father of the faithful conversed with
himhint sent his angels to eat and drink

him made him his intimate
friend and sentserit angels to converse with
hishla wives jacob with his four wives
laid the foundation of the twelve tribes
andluid1 enjoyed all thethel blessings of his
grandfatherlandfatherrandfather abraham these holy po

families jesus said were in
the kingdom of god and that many
should come from the east west north
anidarid south down with them in
that kingdom these patriarchial po
lygamistsmista were not living in adark age
butbia paul says they had the ggospel
preached to them even the same gospel
taughtaughttinin the apostles days by whichic
the heathen were blessed the families
of these inspired polygamist prophets
were represented by paul as model
families as perfect patterns after which
christian families should copy indeed
christian families were all adopted in-
to these families and became
the seed of abraham and of israel by
such adoption andlidrid the legal heirs to all
thee promises I1madealiade to these holy poly
gamists

paulduldui says that the manmanlamaniais not with-
out0 t the woman mornor the woman with
outtie man ininthethetheltuslordd hence mar

rialage90 waswa sveryvary essential to the perfection
off titilee fwwo sexes and paul consp-
ired it so very important that he gave
instructions to timothy that both bish-
ops and deacons must each have at
least one wife before they were to be
entrusted with those sacred offices
unmarried or single men were unfitted
for the duties of the office and none
were to be appointed till they became

the husband of one wife thus learn-
ing by actual experience how to rule
their own households before the house
hold of faith was committed to their
charge

before david was exalted to the
throne of israel god gave him many
wives and wrought special miracles by
his hand and he was pronounced to be
a man after gods own heart his pro-
phecies and psalms werevere referred to
and quoted by the son of god and his
apostles god himshimselfelfieirl therefore not
only sanctioned but did actually give
to david his wives

if polygamy be a crime would the
lord have been guilty of giving to da-
vid something that would render bimjimlim a
criminal if such institution be a crime
would the lord have expressly com-
manded the surviving brother to marrmarry
all of his deceased brothers widows 1ifyf

plural marriamarriagee be a crime wouldwotild he
havenave ordaoidaordainedineT and issued a law to the
great nation of israel commanding
them under the most dreadful curse
tocarrato carryearry out such family relationships
from generation to generation

christ came not to destroy the law of
moses but to fulfillfulfil it this had refer-
ence to the carnal commandments the
ceremonial law of offerings and sacrifi-
ces but he did not come to do away the
ten commandments nor justice nor
righteousness nor faith nor repentance
nor to break up family relations nor to
dissolve polygamous marriages nor to
denounce the jews for keeping the same
he did not require that portion of the
jews who were compelled by their law
to be polygamists to break up and dis-
solve their marriage relations in order
to enter the christian church mar-
riage was considered ofmore force than
fluctuatingthe everydayevery day trifles of life
it was a permanent institution involv-
ing the welfare of thousands of jewish
polygamists and their families plural
marriage like faith repentance prayer
ac is of that nature that ifftif itisis right
under one dispensation it is right un-
der all others its relations are the same
under christianity as under the mosaic
or patriarchal dispensation it was
not a type or of things to come
like the ceremonial law to be fulfilled
in christ and done away thejew embracing the gospel under
the preaching of jesus owed the same
duties 0o silveshihis wives and children in the
christian church as in the jewish
gourch his union with the christian
churchChUrcu did not require him to turn his
glyoly children and wives out of
boors and cleave to one only
marriage under divine authority is

believed by the latter day saints in
utah to be as sacred now as in all form
er dispensations whether such mar-
riages are or AA
divinely authorized marriagemaraiage celebrat-
ed by the ordinance of heaven and ad-
ministered by those called anaand author-
ized of god always was considered un-
der every dispensation as a duty en-
joined upon both sexes to fulfillfulfil in ad
legal manner the greatgrent divine of
the multiplication of our species with-
out this the sexes do not fulfillfulfil the pur-
poseose of their creation without this they
liveivelve in open defiance to the first great
law given to man wilful neglect or
disobedience to this divine command
will receive its punishment in the grealgreatgreat
futurefuture state to which we are all hasten-
ing marriage like baptism and the
lords supper has a bearing upon bur
future exaltation and happiness he
that keeps the law is certainly more
justified than he who heedlessly or
wilfully disregards it and if more justi-
fied his reward in heaven mustknust be
greater

marriage therefore is a matter of
conscience with all true saints its bear-
ings upon eternity are of such a nature
that they dare not neglect this divine
institution

but what do congress in free ameri-
ca propose to do they propose to take
away this divine religious right from
the whole territory of utah to deprive
all marriageable persons of the religious
right of being united by their own
ministers gentile officers and minis
aisters who never pretend to any divine
authority must officiate in this divine
ordinance why not also appoint

llelietileile offielofficialsalsais to baptise allwooallali who wish to
joinoinoln any denomination in the terri
toryorsory why do not congress send gen-
iletiiellelieile officials to minister the sacrament

td0o confirm the churches to ordain i

ecclesiastical ministers and take special
charge of all the religious denomina
ionslons in utah do they not enact
congressional laws to punish all jews
inn utah who may be found practicing
circumcision or any other ordinaordinanceuge or
institution in the old testament if a
great fundamental institution of the
bible is to be prohibited under heavy
penalties of finlandninefine and imprisonment why
not collCoilcongressgress point out bybylawlaw how
much of the bible may be introduced
into utah A religious creed enacted
by congress and enforced by congress-
ional officers would be eoso republican inIII
form so constitutional in its naturemature so
agreeable to american institutions so
palatable to all religious sects in that
free country that the whole nation
would be in an american
congressional church could lock arms
with thetho English parliamentary church
and travel along to heaven in the same
road if articles of religion could be
adopted by congress and enforced up-
on all the american territories and
upon all the future states admitted into
the union under the same ssevere penal-
ties proposed for one of her territories
what a vast amount of contention about
religious tenets would be done away
all denominations would be compelled
to mertemergemerge into one america then
would haveave a church established by
law and could assert that high position
now enjoyed by austria and spain no
doubt there would be some stubborn
rebellious subjects affected with the old
leaven of frefreedomelom and a freefret church
but such heretics could easily be got
rid of if ten thousand dollars fine and
three years of imprisonment did not
compel them to quit practicing that
portion of the bible so obnoxious to
congress grand and petit juries could
be abolished or selected after the form
of the old spanish and austrian inquisi-
tion the rack the gibbet the fiery stake
thewoundpistolestol breechloaderbreech loader and cannon
would soon annihilate all religions ex-
cept the one great union congressional
church coconsciencesI1 formed by con-
gress would introduce avabonceoneeonce a con-
gressional millennium

polygamy among the latter day
saints is considered a divine law is
a fundamental religious principle with
them and is practiced by them as a
matter of conscience the same as bap-
tism the lords supper confirmation
ordination prayer or any other bible
institution or ordinance Itisit is considered
assentessentialal as bearing upon a future
state it isis congiconsidereddered obligatory as a
bible order for family arrangementsarran cements as
a divine institution reestablishedestablishedre established by
new revelation the saints in utah
could not relinquish this part of their
religion without sacrificing the whole
divine code to deny ouroar religion in one
fundamental part would lebe equivalent
to the denial of ahethe whole heiheher that
offends in ondone point says jesus is
guilty of the whole that is if he is
guilty of rejecting any one divine revela-
tion he will be condemned the same asas
if he had rejected all revealed religion
congress know that this is our faith
our conscience our religion they know
that the practice of any bible doctrine
either of the old or the new dispensa-
tion is not criminal the jew by
virtue of the religious freedom guarante-
ed in the american constitution can
circumcise his children offofferonnererthethe blood
of bulls goats and lambs upon the altar
establishreestablishre the whole ceremonial code
and family order of his ancestors with-
out committing crime A law that
makes any bible institution criminal is
wholly unconstitutional is an abrialabridg-
ment of the liberty of conscience is de-
structivetive of all the natural inalienable 1

and religious rights of man congress
is limited lyby the constitution which
expressly declares that no law shall be
made respecting the establishment of
religion or infringing upon the rights
thereof

the bible condemns many practices
as criminal no people can be permit-
ted under the pretencepredencepretence of religion to
commit acts condemned by the bibleniblee as
crimes such as offering human sacri-
fices burning widows upon the funeral
pile of01 their deceased husbands causing
children in idolatrous worship to pass
through the fire ac all these things
are recognized by the bible as crimes
and should be punished as such whether
practiced in the name of religion or other-
wise but to punish american citizens
for practicinginga that which is recognizedrecognized

by the bible as ula divine institution
which was practiced by holy prophets I1

patriarchs and righteous men of old
which was approbatedprobatedap and regulated by
the divine law- is a stretch of legis-
lative power destructive of the whole
fabric of free american institutions and
strikes a deathblowdeath blow to the very vitals
of all religions founded upon the free
dom of conscience all denominations
alike are ipin danger for a legislative
power which can abridge one sect can i

abridge another a power that can sup
press the practice of one part of theeesswessbiblebibieibleibie can suppress any other partartarb i

can indeed suppress the wholewhole anandd
make a bible religion criminal and i

punish and imprison all who shall be
found reading bethe same are amen-t
cans prepared to see all these religious
rights wrested from her citizens and it

vested in a lawmakinglaw making department
Is it for this that they have poured out
their blood upon american soil and
fought the oppressors of their country
if this be the doom of the sons of free
dom the proud monarchies of the east
will exultingly rejoice while all the i

heavens will weep over the untold mis- i

eriescries in reserve for the western world i
I1
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on the ulluit we reached washing 1

ton at 10 pm after a very pleasant car I1

ridetide of 10 hours from new york
through a beautiful country and over a
good road

we immediately repaired to the cap-
itol the two houses of congress being j

in session where we met our delegate
the hon W H hooper he was much i

pleased to see us and at once gave us
his courteous attention brihambrighambri 1ham
young jr had visited the capitolgaeliol be-
fore but it being my first visit I1 felt
much interested in walking through

1

the rooms and viewing the sstatueslaties and I1 I1historical paintings I1

my first impression on meeting br I1

hooper was that he looked unusuallyunusally
well for hhim and I1 think so still al j

though he has had so much to see to in M
watching the interests of his
enantsts and canvassing for his friends to aid
him in accomplishing measures relating
to our welfare he is indefatigable in
his endeavors to benefit the people of
utah in every way possible his con-
tinued and diligent application to the
duties of his office his gentlemanly de A

and urbanity of manners and
his earnestness in stating facts relating
to utah and its people have won for us
numerous friends in both houses ofcongress he has made himself ac
quainterquainted with every member in the j
house of representatives and with i

many in the senate
among the leading men of the nation j

to whom we werewerd introduced I1 will
name gen grant and the president of i1 j
the united states we were introduced

general at his quarters and to
the president atid the white house I1
do not remember ever being more favor
ably impressed with the appearance of i

a man of the world than I1 was with
that of president johnson although he
looked much care worn he was very
busy and we only remained long i

enough to greet him and bid him fare- j
well

by the kindness of br hooper we
were admitted to the floor off the house
where we werevenewere introduced to numerous
representatives and Genegenerals all the
titles inhi the catadatacataloguelogue of titles seembeem to
have merged into that of general i

brigham young junrjunry waswag the lion of
the occasion and introductions to hint
were anxiously sought for almost
every gentleman to whom we were in- i

producedtrod expressed astonishment at see-
ing suchsueh fine looking specimens bf hu-
manity from utah they did not expect
to see anything that was not in a used
up conditionconditibn from the land of many i

wives
well mr watt what is the probable

population of your city

what is the probable adult population
of the territory

and our children are almost
innumerable

have you large fine buildings there
and what kind of building material

i have you
we have some fine buildings in utah

the walls of some are stone of others I1

brick but as yet most of our dwelling
houses are built of

does not the dystesystem of polygamy en


