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THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

committee announced that Its members phéts as to be prepared to put a gov-|methods, of Introducing such sectari-

were not seeklng office themselves, and

that they and the candidates whom
they favored were absolutely un-
pledged aa to the distribution of

patronage, In case any or zll of the
latter should be elected. This promlse
was made hy each membher of
committee to all the others, and by all
of them to the people before whom

they frankly placed a ticket, in con-.

nection with the propoeition that
business principles and not polltics
should control in the administration of
the city's affairs. A like pledge was
given by each candidate on the Re-
form ticket,

Of course it is an unusual thing for
ante-election pledges to he considered
seriously after the ballots are caat;
hut the promoters of reform propose
an Innovation in this respect. They
intend rigidly and ralthfully to keep
the pledges they made at the opening
of and during the campalgn. It fol-
Iows that John Clark stands absolutely
free’ from all trammel, 80 far as the
Reform committee and {ts members
severally, are concerned, In the choice
of appointees. It follows also that the
Tatter will be chasen solely with a
view to thelr quatifications, and with-
out any regard whatever to religlous
or political creed.

The demire and intention are to give
to this ecity an administration in such
atrilking contrast to the sapoils and
heeler system that when the people
have come to see the difference they
will never again congent to the trj-
umph of that system in the choice of
city offieers. If the Clty Council will
only co-operate with Mayor Clark, and
there 18 good reason to hope that it
will, this city will have a model ad-
ministration during the last two Years
of the nineteenth century, and one that
-will be a fitting introduction to the
dawn of tbe twentieth.

—— ——— =

CIIURCH AND STATE.

Some of our religious cotemporaries
are strangely agitated about the al-
leged danger of "Church domination
in the elvil affalrs of Utah.” It is all
on account of the earnest appeal of
Presldent Wilford Woodruft, at the Cc-
tober conference, to the Latter-day
Saints to stand united for the election
of good men for the management of
the business affairs of the community.
Thus, The Chriastian Work, an unde-
nominational paper in New York, hast-
ens to suggest that the disestablish-
ment of [Jtah may perhaps he neces-
BATY, The Independent, another
New York paper, also comments upon
‘the situation but does not suggest quite
80 radlcal a measure. It finde the out-
look for the future rather dark, but
hopes that the gradual enlightenment
and the jncrease ¢f Qentlle voters wiil
prove a sufflelent remedy.

There is ahaolutely nd cause for fear
of a union of Church and State in
TItah, In the sense that our eastern co-
temporaries seem to anticipate, nor In
any way, not perfectly legitimate.
President Woodruff's address at the
conference is not susceptible of the ifn-
terpretation glven to it. Lately lead-
ing men of nearly every denomination
have #ald substapntially the same
thing as dijd the President ot
the Mormon Church. They have
claimed to have a right to Ilift
their volces against political corrup-
tlon; they have urged Christians to
unite in the interest of good city gov-
ernment, even at the sacrifice of party

interests. Thus Dr. Parkhurst tele-
graphs concerning election results in
Gotham: "May the Lord have mercy

on New York. It never will become a
respectable elty- t}ll its clergy are 8o
possessed of the aspirit of the old pro-

the |

ernjng. pressure upon secular events.”

anism in its most objectionable form.

Have prominent men in the Mormon i Hooks that Inculcate high moral prin-

Church not the same rights of free
speech as other Christian ministers? Is
it not thelr sacred duty to stand up for
public morality and good government?

‘The matter would hardly deserve
| comment but for the fact that our
| cotemporaries, although conversant

‘\Vlth the plain teachings of practical
{ theology, for the sake of a fling at

Mormonism, either forget or deny one
IOI’ the most self-evident axioms con-
cerning the relation of the Chureh to
the 8tate. Their words seem to Im-
ply that the only mission of the Church
lof Christ in the world s to explain
abstract doctrines and perhaps keep up
soclability and charity among the mem-
{bers. Thia I8 a great mistake. From
the very flrat moment of the a-~ear-
ance of the Churech at the beginningz
of our era, it boldly announced its
mission to be te penetrate all human
affairs, to aect like a leaven, 10 regen-
erate the world and to make of the
kingdoms of the world the kingdom of
God, or, which 18 the same, to make
the kingdom of God a universal King-
dom. In furtherance of this great
missjon the first followers of Christ
very clearly indjeated the rights and
privileges of both State and Church,
They inculcated loyal submission to
all human institutions not estahlished
in violation of divine law: »et maln-
taining thetr right to proclaim against
the sins even of emperors and rulers
and to break down established soclal
prejudices, as, for instance, when they
aceepted a “slave' as a “brother” and
invited him to the same table as his
master. In this way the Church fre-
quently came in contact with the
State, as the Church ls pretty sure to
do ae long as it i8 true to its mission
on earth; but thls contact was not.
and can never be, undue interference
with the Btate.

Eccleslastical hlstory offers many in-
stances of such interference when
Chureh officials have claimed the right
to dispose of secular functlons at will
and also cases of State officlals usurp-
ing the prerogatives of the Church.
Tt is against this kind Interference, so
detrimental to human progress, that
the Constitution of our country Beeks
to guard the cltizens. And never will
this provision of the Constitution find
more ardent supporters or more watch-
ful guardians that the leaders and
membera of the Mormon Church. Teo
helieve tn the right of the Church to
exercire an influence for good on the
State by being by word and example a
regenerating power—this we shall not
deny nor disclaim. But seek to
mixChurch and State, to effect the un-
fon of the two, i8 a matter entirely
different, and one which the Mormons
are as much opposed to as’anyone else
possibly can be.

CARE SHOULD BE EXERCISED.

The various public schoola in this
city have ecirculating lbraries for the
penefit of the pupils. The books are

collected in a varilety of ways, and we
helieve those In charge aim to have
only proper reading matter admitted.
Of course it 1s not expected that every
book tendered for use in such library
can he examined with as much detal!
as a proofreader would give to his
work! but It 18 apparent that there
should be sufficient care displayed to
exclyde literature of a speclally ob-
jectionable character.

There i3 evidence that the requisite
care s not exercigsed; and the laxity
is not confined to one school. The
State school law provides against Bec-
tarian teachings in the public schools,
and certalnly these should not he
made the vehicle, even by auxiliary

ciple—which in itself is religlous—are
admitted, but when anything of an
abusive character toward any relig-
ious organization is presented it should
be rejlected at once. There should be
exclugded from these school librarles
every work that s anti-Catholie, anti-
Baptist, anti-Presbyterian, or that as-
salls any other church organlization.
But that this is not done is evidenced
by the following extract taken from
a book of the Lowell school
library. It is supposed to he n
Christmas story, told, by the way, Ly
an author — Martha Finley — who
Is given to misrepresenting the
Mormons in her hooks—the Elsie nerjes
—of which there are a number in cfir-
ctlation here. Oneof the passages in
this partieular story, in which a child is
represented as expressing a wish to
contribute te the “mission sehools in
Utah' through deep sympathy with
“poor Mormon women,” reads:

“*Yes; and that is only a amall part

of the swickedness Mormonism is
rResponﬂible for,’ remarked Grandma
ose.

‘Think of the tyranny 6f their
Priesthood; interfering with the libep-
ty of the people in every possible way
—claiming the right to dictate as to
what they shall read, where they shalj
send their ehildren to school, iWwith
whom they shall trade, where they shall
live. or ordering them to break up
thelr homes, make a forced sale of
thelr property, and move into another
state or territory at their own cost, or
g0 on a mission.’

“'Their wicked doctrine and prac-
tice of what they call blood atonement
too,” sighed Grandma Elsgie. i

"'And the bitter hatred they ineul.
cate toward the people and Bovernment
of the United States,’ added Zoe. 'Oh
I am sure both love of country and
desire for the advancement of Christ's
kingdom should lead us to do a we
can to rescue Utah from Mormontsm
Do you not think so, mamma?* * i

There i8 not a truthful sentime
the entire extract: vet such immn:,r{l"‘
teaching is communicated to children
through the vehicle provided by the
public Bchools, Let it be understood
here, with the strongest emphasis, that
such volumes are not text books; they
are not authorized by the school offi-
clals. But by reason of Inguffieient caTe
the school is made, unintentionally,the
means of plaelng before pupils thig
class of books, which belong to the
vilest kind of literature because op
their falsehood and special gee-
tarian blgotry. The instan'ce
which we quote, and which
is not alone, should he sufficient to in.
dicate to the bourd of education the
necessity for special diligence in view
of the =ituatinn here. It is a matter in
which Catholics, Methodists, Baptists
Eplscopalians and all other denomina.
tions are Interested as well-as the Mor-
mong.,

As an offset to the extract from the
hook we refer to, Christmas with
Grandmether Elsle, we append a para-
graph from the report of Governor
McCord of Arizona, as it appeared in a_
Herald special from Wasahington, and-
which states forcible truths about the
Mormons. After mentioning the arrj-
val of early settlers in Arizona in the
later sixtles, he says:

“8oon after thia the Mormons began
to locate In the northeast corner of the
territory, coming down from Jtah, at-
tracted, no douhbt, by the rich grazing
and mineral lands of that part of the
territory. They have gradually extend-
ed these settlements south aleng the:
eastern part of the territory, and now
probably constitute & majority of the
inhabitants of Apache and Graham
countles, and quite a considerable part.
of Maricopa and Navajo. It can be:



