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EDITORIALeditorialsSO

financially
HATEe

THE announcement made yesterday
that Bevrey G M pierce methodist
clergyman who hashab been lately
conducting a book and stationery
business tain the wasatch block had
bunnebufferedred a financial collapsecorcoTlapse has
been the subject of a good deal of
talktaik bincasinca its publication mr T
C griffiths is the assiassigneegneo to whom
the assignor has handed over his
anaeta for the benefit of his cred-
itors

we learnleam on reliable authority
that thetho liabilities amount to be-
tween and the as-
sets are not much over oneono fourthfourths
conalconsistingsting of stock etceto to the
value of about awarad a house
and lot that will increase the sum to
loo 0 more or lesslebs according to
ghiathiathasowingshowingh the gentleman only
havinhaving9 been lain business a compara-
tively brief period it is estimated
that he must hayohaye been going back
war d at an average monthly ratorate of
not far from a comesomewhatwhat pre-
cipitouscip itous declension

the creditorscreditora are said to be nu-
merous and include all sorts of peo
pie among them sunday school
teachers undand pupils the failure is
attributed by mr pierce to ononea of
hlahis creditors said to be the lonlondonatibank of utah to whom he is in-
debted to the amount of 2900220028002300
pressing him too closely for pay-
ment

the event has caused considerable
feeling among those who were for-
merly numbered among the friends
of the unfortunate gentlemangent lemau their
revulsion of being prob-
ably caused by the parties being
losers

those creditorscredItor13 who are inclined
to censure mr pierce should suspend
judgmentJ until they hear a full ex-
planation of his affairs if they have
not yet obtained one it is to be
expected that a man of his standing
especially in view of hlahis position us
a representative of a prominent re-
ligious body will be able to show
beyond doubt that the present con-
dition of his afflairs lais due either to
a lack of bubines capacityfor which
he cannot be held morally responsi-
ble or the result of circumstances
over which hehhe hadadnono controlscontrol and
which occasionally overtake men in
thointhein business relations

mr piercefierce has expressed hisbis in
of romainremain ingin the city in-

stead of resorting to ignominious
nightbight and devoting his time and
ability in futuresfuture to meeting the de-
mands of his creditors this laIs an
eminently proper course to pursue
and the only one that an honorable
man can take when overtaken by
pecuniary disaster hishia statement
of intention to stopstops hohowever ap-
pearedpe red to be somewhat unnecessary
as among the various remarks that
we have heard regardregardinging hiahis bank-
ruptcy there has been no intimation
of a purpose on his part to fly the
country

behavewe have had frequent occasions
in the papasta t to allude to what we
deemed the unjust and
tentative course pursued by mr
pierce in relation to the mormonscormonsMormons s

but we bear himino illIII willwili
on that or any oteotherothener account
and hope to see him come out clear
from his present trying positionpositions
and that he will not be too hastily
condemned or ostracized by those
who have heretofore been his
friends

THE JOSEPHITEjosephite LEADERS
UNWILLING admissions

ouroun columns todayto day contain a letter
from joseph smith otof Ii amoni
iowahiowalown that arrived during our ab-
sence and which we now publish
not because it contains anything
that throws light on his aaideelsedo of the
controversy which hashab sprung up
through the littlefieldittlefieldIj correspond-
ence but because wowe do not wishvish to
appear discourteous nor to give mr
smith any reason for complaint as
in the case of the utah journalro

and we will baysay here that our
cache county contemporary Is an
independent paperpapers able to vindi-
cate its own course and we are not
responsible for it or for mr little
fields utterances in its columns or
for the refusal of its editor to prolong
a discussion which we think with
him had proceeded far enough onoil

the main point at issue which was
not the rightfulnebbneta of plural mar-
riage but the question of whether or
not that doctrine was taught and
practisedpracticed by joseph smith the
heerhoer

thetha point now taken up by mr
smith laIs the right of the almighty
to alter hishla laws to bultbuit the varied
conditions of being
open to the charge of changeability
mr smith hadbad claimed that if gudgod
gave a command to his people at
oneono time to have only one wife and
at another time permitted or com-
manded them to have more than
one he was therefore a changeable
being in whom no confidence could
bobe reposed we showed from the
scriptures that in numerous instan-
ces uhetho almighty had acted in this
way endand that the change was not
in ua but in his laws givenulven under
diffmerentlerent conditions mr smith
now tacitly admits the correctness
of thetha principle which we laid
down but tries to shelter himself
from the consequences of his forced
admission by charging us with not
explaining the change of the con-
ditions which prompted the change
of the divine law in relation to mar-
riage

now there lais no necessity for this i

it wouldrould be easy to give reasons fortor I1

the retention orof the jawlaw of celestial
marriage including the plurality 0of
wives until the time when ic was
manifeemanifestedted if they would affect the
main question butbat they do not
the point in controversy laIs yielded
by mr smith in the letter which we
publish at his request not acknow-
ledged I1inin antili openopens frank and man-
ly manner it Is true but given
away in a further attempt at reply
it is confessed by mr smith that
there have been changes made by
the lord in revealing his jawslaws to
man first came the everlasting
gospel then thetha law of carnal comoom
mandments afterward the old gos-
pel restored by christ here are
changes which on mr smithssmithy theo-ry propounded in personal letters 3prove god to be a changeable being
we denied this charge
and proved that it was erroneouson thothe same principle mr
made unfair and charges
against his father if the latter hadbad
taught and practisedpracticed plural marri-
age having previously inculcated
monogamy we defended the 1

from these imputations and
under certain condl

tiona plural marriage might bobe for
bidden and under othersothera command
ed without inconsistency either ingod or in his prophet

in this cabecase it is a gradual restora-
tion of the old and everlasting agosgos-
pel brought forth asaa fast as the gaeopeo
pie are in a condition to receive its
principles baptism for the living
only was permitted in the rise of
the church afterwards baptism for
the dead was taught and practicedpractisedmany great and important truths
and ordinances were kept back in
the beginbeginningping and were gradually
unfolded as the people became pre-
pared to accept them it wabwas
lowithso with the ancient patriarchial ororm

der of marriage which god revealed
to the prophet joseph and which
was declared in the auedue time ofcf the
lord the citations made byarby mr
smith aroare merely in the nature of
99 beating about the bbushu h the cen-
tral fact looms up amid it allah thatgod has at different times changed
his laws as varying conditions re-
quired endand therefore it follows thathe may do soeo in the latter days aavib

in ancient days without be-
ing chargeable with changeability
and mr smitha own quotations
show that god has given a lower
law when the people fitnt for
theine higher and then restored thehigher when they had advanced
sufficiently from the lower thushe changed his laws as we haveall along contended adapting themto the conditions of those to whom
thewthey were revealed

mr smith is entirelyea mistaken instating that the words 1I the lord
command and revoke as itme good occur in the revelation
which states that when people areprovenpreventedaw by their enemies from
performing a given work it asbebe
hoovath the lord to require thatwork no more at their hands thesayingbaying 13 given as a general princi-ple and does not relate in anywayany wayto the circumstances referred to bymr smith the revelationnovelravel atlon hebe citeswas given mtat nauvoo illinois junujanuary 18411811 and that from whichwe quoted was given atkirtland ohio in june 1831butbat whenever given or however ex-plainedpla ined the principle remains thesame that ibsissJs goagodroti commandscom mauds andthen revokes as it seernethnoth good torimhirn not because hae ohanchAnchangesgessgeas but

because he regards thothe condition of
the people to whom hebe reveals his
lamiam

therothere is no need to proceed furth-
er with this argument mr smith
in his eagerness to condemn the
revelation onod celestial marriage
stumbled into an egregious error of
fact and principle and he no doubtdoubts
sees it now it is clear to us from his
present attempt if we have char-
acterized some of hishib meanderings
asai puerile and nonsensical we
had no desire to offend and are quite
willingwilting to compare epithets if we
have indulged in a harsh word oc-
casionallycaslocasio nally it hathas been very mild
comparedcomparedparea with the rash
bieble and denunciatory expressionsdons
used by him and is not to be classed
for a moment with tho violent and
brutal language used in the kart
land templetompie at the josephite
gathering evoking the littlefieldlittiefield
ietterletter anuana that may often be found
in reference to the utah mor
mons in the columns of the paper
edited by mr smith we concur in
the sentiment that truth can lose
nothing by examination but at the
samebarne time suzgsuggsuggestgest that therathere is lit
tia profit in lengthy lettelettersrei that
evade main jesuesissues and that darken
counsel by words without know-
ledgeledger

antlANTI
AT

WE print in another part of this
paper the ebullitions of an anti

mormon committee specially upap
pointed at the cincinnati method-
ist conference to compose some-
thing on a subject that the writers
evidently knewknow nothing about the
conference feeling under coconscien-
tious obligations not to adjourn
without pitching into the mor
mons the manimaufmanifestofesto starts out
with a falsehood and its whole bubaub
stance Isia based upon and im-
bued with the spirit of that
fundamental error it declarckarcs that

mormonismniam Isia not a religion
what is it then these methomethemethodistMethodiadistalstfc
retainersdefamersdefdeta amersiners saybay gilbit is a crime and
therefore cannot be entitled to pro-
tection

1

tz and tolerance asai a matter of I1

conscience 1 I butbat what is this
mormonism that causes soeo much

noise and hostility in the I1 chris
tian world not one of the signers
of the methodist manifesto isis able
to answer the question and they
make no attempt to define the sys-
tem which they assail with suchbuch
venom and vituperation

mormonism is a religion be-
cause it is a system of faith and
prpracticenotice founded upon thetho basis of
belief in god and in hissonhis sonbon jesusjesua
christChrlstandand the necessity of doing
the will of god and keepingbeeping hishii
commandmentscommand ments it prescribes a
mode for divine worship provides
for ordinances and ceremonies in the
divine service and inculcates devo
tion humility and completocomplete obedi-
ence to the divine will supposing
that it is not the true religion it 1is
nevertheless a religionsreligion in the same
way that methodism laIs a religion
while being very far from a likeness
to10 the religion taught in thetha new
testestamentcament

we suppose that the strong and
unchristianchriatianun language used by the
committee is directed against thatpart of mormonism which regu-
lates the marriage relation itsprings from violent prejudice not
from sound judgment or true
edge there isia nothing inia morcamor
mon marriage that ministers to the
lowest depravities of human na-
ture on the contrary it is more
strongly opposed to indulgence in
animal appetites than any other
system called religion that has an
existence on earth promiscuous
intercourse of the selessbexes so un

ably introduced in connee
tion with thisthia subject by themethodist committee is not pro
posed or sanctioned or permitteddermitted by
19 mormonism 1 1 either under the
guise of marriage or in any other
way the foul mindsminda of the men
who framed thetho report which the
methodists adopted at cincinnati
conceived the dirty idea and out ol01of
the abundance of their hearts theirwords flowed

but plural marriage is only one
part of the system of faith and
practice which constitutes the re-
ligion called mormonism andthose who are in the practice of
that feature of thetho faith form
but a minority of the members oftot
the church how then can the
whole system be denounced as a

crime indeed correctly spearingakingabing
howbow can any system be properly
denounced a ariarforietorimeorimt crime con-
sists of bomeboma act which Is an ingrao
tion of law an individual may
commit crime a system never be-
lief inain a system hohoweverw evereven erroneous
it may be or may be considered is
not a crimocrime it isia only the doing of
somEomsomethingething unlawful by an individ-
ual or individuals that can be called
crime mormonism therefore is
not a crime the belief in it is not a
crime and I1lct is a religion for the rea
sonsrons that we have already advanced

we do not propose here to enter
intoshinto the question of whether or not it
Isia the true religion or to prove
which we could easily do that
methodism is not the true religion
taking the bible or common sense
or both as thothe standard we main-
tain that mormonismniam is a religi-
on and that it is as much entitled
to thothe protection and tolerance of
the professors of otherother religions and
of the lawsjaws of the united
states as any other religious
systemstem claaas a matter of conseconsciencefence

piejieandaudpredencepretenceud thebethose who under the speciousclouscloas
pretencepredencepre tence that it Is not a religion en-
deavor to stir up the angry passpassionspaasionaionslons
of the intolerant to invoke the
er of the civil government and to
countenance a resort to arms in
order to extirpate fromom the land
nootrout and branch a religion which
they confess their inabilityinaanyAUy to over-
come by argument and their own
powerless creed aroarc enemies to
christian tolertoleranceanoe foes to good or

der and good society and opponents
of the spirit of him who has given
frebfree agency to man and to whom
alone men are accountable for their
religious beliefs

one of the indications of the lacklaes
of the committees knowledge of
their subject is their attempt to ex
plain the position and feeling of
plural wives when crowncrownededwithwith the
blessing of matrimony mormon
ladiesladles in that condition have no
anxiety on the score of respectabil-
ity for themselves or their springoffspringon
they araare thoroughly satisfied that
their marital relations are divinely
sanctioned and that their children
are a heritage from the lord heirs
to the blesa incainga of thothe everlasting
covenant and fully and com-
pletely legitimate in the
leightnight of beavenheaven theytrey do not
trouble themselves about making a
icplurality of wives legal in the
ibele by ane Methodht
committee nothing that man or
the laws of man could do would in
their view make their marriage re-
lations more sacred and binding or
their children more truly and eter-
nally respectable

rhethothe cincinnati methodists do not
seem to be aware that the edmunds
lawaw legitimated all the offspring of

mormancn plural marriage up to the
brat day of january of the present
year but that is the fact gothereBO there
cannot be any trouble about the
desuaas of plural marriages up to that
date and it would aBastonish the
methodist committee if they could
understand how little the mor-
mon mothers care about that mat-
ter and that they do not recognize
the slightest dlfdIfterencedifference in that res-
pect between the ebchildrenildrenlidren born dur-
ing this year and those nahoho came
into the world in previous years
for mormon plural marriage is
a religious institution entered into
from religious motives solemnized
by religiousreligions ordinordinancesancess and gov
dined by religious covenants and
regulations and the sanction
approbation and recognition of al-
mighty god in these matters is
thought much more of by amormor-
mondonmenmen and women than the
opinions prejudices and objections
of men or nationsnatcat ionslons

wowe do not intend to take upop seria-
tim the blunders vindictive para-
graphs ungrammatical sentences
eadand sillybuly resolutions which compose
the methodist mainfesto but sug-
gest that in the event of the holding
of similar conferences by ministers
of the methodist society they select
persons to frame resolutions on the
subject of mormonism who at
least understand good english and
can do something better than en-
large upon two or three stereotyped
phrasesphrased formulated by previous com-
mittees and having within them no
element of truth consistency or
christianity methodism and mor

aroare widely at variance on
manycaann important questions but the
former willvill not overovercomecomecoma the latter
by abuse nor make anything for it
pelf by invoking civil or military
forceceinafor in a controversy that should
only be cconducted with the weapons
of argument and scripture ind in
the spirit of him who commanded
that evil should be overcome with
good SAA io I1r

A METHODIST

METHE cincinnati conference ONONT

THEtan following display of ignorance
and spleen was the work of a special
committee at the methodist confer
ence held a short timetimo ago in cin-
cinnaticinnati there was no standing
committee on this ququestionquesearionearlonnionrion but as
an afterthoughtafter thought the committee
whose names appear below was ex-
temporized end their lengthy piece
of bitternessbitt erneN bad grammar and
strong bigotry was adopted by therthe
conference

mormonism is not a rellnelireligionglori ititIsia a crime therefore cannot be en-
titled to protection and tolerance un-
der the laws and constitution of the
united states as a matter of con-
science it is not a religious super-
stitionsti tion but a system of maskedmasted een
suaguagallitylity and hence subversive of
every principle of morality and ab
horentborent to every feeling of virtue
it is not even A spiritual delusionsdelusion
and thereforetheroforefoie cannot beba condoned on
the ground that it Is a hallucination
or innocent mistake in prophecy it
laIs a internalin ternaferna schemesecheme
partly mercenary partly political
and chiefly licentious it was or
iginalatnated in the deepest depravity
and IsIB fedfeg by lineevinee motivesmaotivesmamoneyney power and lustlugt itfiansaims to diffuse itself by pan
dering to the lowest depravities of
human nature when this cannot
be done directly on account of the
natural revolts of instinctive virtue
to the monstrousmonstrout proposition of the
promie intercourse of the bexessexes
under the guise of marriage a resort
is had to deception and falsehoodthey take advantage of the ignor-
ance poverty degradation and fana-
ticism of some persons and of the

credulity of unwary
youth they first dupe then doom
their victims it is romance and
heaven in representation until liber-ty virtuvirtue and respectability are
lost then it Is slavery and de-
bauch

when thothe so called multitudinous
wivesnivea become mothers the finest
property in human nature Is made
the strongest support of this abomi-
nation the property of maternal
affection being themselves beguil-
ed women disgraced and having
entailed that disgrace upon their
offspring they eeehee no hope of raspeet abilityity for their children butsybyengmaking polypolygamygaunyearny tebieceble
and thaukhau can only be done by mak-ing a plurality of wives legal andillegitimate children legitimate
As this cannot bobe done under the
constitution and lawslawa of the unitedstates a neceanecessitysity is created for auan
independent sovereignty this gen
aerates the spirit of rebellion and
prompts mormonscormons toro increase their
numbers and strength by importsimporta
bonstione illegitimate births and by the
corconcorruptionreption and bribery of politicians
the work ot increase we are
informed laIs going on with alarming
rapidity the wretched plague spot
is spreadingprea ding into all our territories
and some of the states by con-
cealmentceal ment and berjuperjuryry theyth ey evadea vada
the laws and defeat the commission
provided for by congress and ap-
pointed by the president to arrest
tiiefile evil and such are thethe meshes
thatho eeseavery and the newnow affections
and Inteinterests involveinvolved8d in the pro-gress of the system that few defec-
tions from mormonism occursoccur and
still fewer converts to christianity
are made from their number it is
already so rooted in the eollsoils thepolitics the and the re-ligious fanaticism DI that part of thecountry that nothing but prompt
and extreme measures will
eradicateseradicate the evil and unlessthe government shall imme-
diately take decisive steps to exter-
minate the abomination it will soon
acquire suchbuch dimensions and poten-
cy as tote render it impossible to re-move the evil by legislation or any
civil measuredmeasuresmeasuree indeed it is the
belief of ssomeome well informed mennow that this dreadful ulcer can

removed by a resort to armswe may at least conclude that delay
in the application of civil remedieswill soonboon call into requisition thesathegathe ea
orifice of life and the price of bloodyblood
or weve must submit to have our vir-gin soilsoll permanently stained with
the foulest eystein of corruption anddepravity that ever saw the light
in a civilized and christian countrcountryynow with such a huge evil con-fronting us what is being done toabate the nuisance almost no-thing everlever since the appointment
of the congressional
there has been iia seeming lull in out


