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"EDITORIALS.

FINANOIALLY UNFORTU-
NATE.

TEE announcement made yesterdsy
that Rev. Q. M. Pierce, Methodlst
clergyman, who has been lately
conducting a book and stationery
Luslness in the Wasateh Block, had
puflered & fAnancial collapze, has
been the eu:bfect of a good desl of
talk alnce Its poblication., Mr. T.
€. Griffithe ie the assigneo to whom
the assignor has handed over his
asgeta for the benefli of hLis ered-
itore.

We leatn on reliable authority
that the liabiljiies amount to be-
twean $35,000 And $40,000. The ss-
eats are not much over one-fourth,
consisting of stock, ete, to the
value of about $6,000 armd a house
and Iot that will Inoresss the sum to
$10,000 mora or Jess. Aceording to
this showing, the gentleman only
having been in busingss a compara-
tively brief perlod, it 18 estimated
that he muei have been going back-
war d at an average monthly rate of
nof far from §500, a somewhat pre-
olpitons declension.

‘The creditora are sald fo be nu-
meroug, and include all sorts of peo
ple, among them Bunday echool
teschers and pupils. The failure is
attributed by Mr. Plerce to ons of
his creditors, gaid to be the London
Bank of Utah, to whom he is in-
debted to the amount of $2,300,
pressing him (oo closcly for pay-
ment,

The event has caused considerable
feeling among thoze who were for-
merly numbered among the friends
of the uniortunate gentlernau, thefr
rovulsion of sentiment being prob-
ably caused by the parties being
lozers.

Those creditoe who are inoclined
to eensure Mr, Pierce shonld snspsnd
Jjudgment until they heara fall ex-
planation of his affairs, if they have
not yet obtained one. It is to be

expected that a man of hissianding,

especially in view of his position as
& representative of a prominent re-
ligious body, will be able to show
beyond doubt that the present con-
diticn of his affiairs Is due either to
a izck of busines capacity,for which
he cannot be held morally responsi-
ble, or the result of circumstances
over which he had ne contre!, and
which occasionally overtake men in
their bosiness relations.

Mr. Pierce has expressed him in.
tention of remaining in the city, in-
stead of resorting to fgnominicus
flight, and devoting his time and
ability in future, to meeting the de-
mands of his creditors, This s an
eminently })roper course to pursue,
and the only one that an honorable
man oan tzke when overtaken by
pecaniary disaster, His statement
of intention to stop, however, ap-
peared to be somewh at unneocessary,
as among the various remarks that
we have heard regarding his bank-
ruptcy there has been no intimatfon
of a purposa on his part te fy the
country.

‘We have had frequent occazjons
in the past to allude to what we
deemed the unjust and misrepte-
sentatlve oourze pursued by Mr,
Plerce in relation to the * Mormons,”
but we bear himZno fll-will
on ihat or apy other account,
and hope t9 see him come out clear
from his present trying position,
and that he will not be too hastily
condemned or ostracized by those
who have heretofore been his
friends.

THE “JOSEPHITE” LEADER’S
UNWILLING ADMISSIONSB.

OUER o2lumns to-day contain a letter
from Joseph Bmith, of Lamonl,
Iowa, that arrived during cur ab-
sence, and which we now publish,
not because It contalns anything
that throws Jight on his aide ot the
controversy, which bas sprumg up
through the Littlefield correspond-
ence, but becsuse we do not wish to
sppear disoonrteons nor to give Mr.
BSmith any reason for complaint as
in the case of the Tiar Journal,
And we will say here, that our
Cache County contemporaty 1is an
independent paper, able to vindi-
cate its own couree, and we are not
responsible for it or for Mr. Little-
fleld’s utterances in ita colamns, or
tor the refusal of ita editor fo prolong
a discussion whioh, we think with
him, had ptoceeded far enough on

——

the main point at iesue, which wae
not the righifolness of plural mar.
riage, but the question of whether or
not that doctrine was taoght and

ractised by Joseph RBmlin the
geer.

The polnt now faken up by Mr
Smith is the right of the Almighty
to elter His lawa to enit the varied
conditions of mankind, without being
open 1o the charge of changeabiiity.
Mr. Bmith bad claimed that if Gud
gave a command to His people at
one time to have only one wife, and
at anotheriime permitted or com-
manded them to have more than
one, He way therefore a chengeable
treing in whom no eonfidence conld
be reposed. We showed from the
Beriptures that in nunierous instan-
ces the Almighty hed acted in this
way,; and that the ohainge was not
in God but in His laws given under
different conditions. Mr. Bmith
now tacitly sdmiis the correctness

down, bus tries to shelter himeelf
from thie conseguences of his forced
admissjon by charging us with not
explaining the change of the con-
ditfona which prompted the change
of the divine law in relation to mar.
riage,

Now there is no neccssity for this,
It would be easy to give remsons for
the refention of the iaw of celestial
marriage, inclading the plurality of
wives untii the time when iv was
manifested, if they would atfect the
mzin quesiion. Buat they do not,
The point kn controversy is yielded
by Mr. Bmith in the letter which we
publizh a2t his request, Not acknow-
ledged in an open, frank and man-
Iy manner it is true, but “given
away”in a further attempt at reply,
It is confesked by Mr. Bmith that
there have been changes made by
the Lord in revealing His laws to
man, First came the everlasting
Gospel, then the law of carnal com,.
mandments, afterwsrd the old Gos.
pel restored by Christ. Here are
changes whion on Mr. Bmith’s theo-
Iy, propounded in personal letters,
prove God to be a cnangeable being.
YWe denied this chargeagainst;Delly,
and proved that it was erroneous.
On the same principle Mr. =mith
made oofair and onfilial chacges
against his father, if the Jatter bad
taught and practiced plaral marri.
age hbaving previoualy incnplcated
monogamy. We defended the Pro-
phet from these impuatations, and
showed that under ceriain ocundi-
tlons plural marriage might be for
bidden and under others command-
ed, without inconsialency either in
God or in His Prophet.

In this cast it is a gradnal restora-
tion of the old and everlasting {Goa-
pel brought forik s rast as the jpeo-
ple are in a condltion to receive its
principles. Bapiism for the living
only was permitted in the rize of
the Chyrch; afterwards baptism for
the dead was taught and practiged.
Many great and important truths
and ordinances were kept back in
the beginning, and were gradusliy
unfolded-as the people becams pre-
pared to-accept them. It ‘was
80 with the aneient patriarohial or-
der of marrisgé,which God reveszled
to the Prophet Juseph and whigh
was declared in the due time of the
Lord, The citations made by Mr,
8mith are merely in the nature of
“peating about the bash;” the cen-
tral fact lcoms up amid 1t sll, that
God has at different times changed
His laws as varying conditions re-
quired, snd therefore it follows that
He may doso in the latter days as
well as in ancient days, without be-
ing chargeable with ocnangeability,
And Mr. Smith’s own quotations
show that God has gilven = lower
law when the people werenot £t for
the highar, and then restored the
higher whenr they had advenced
sutficiently from the lower. Thus
He changed His 1aws, as we have
ali zlong contended, adapting them
to the condltions of those to whom
they were revesled.

Mr, 8mifh is entirely mistaken in
stating that the words, I the Lord,
command and revoke as it seemeth
me good,” ocour in the revelation
which states that when people are
prevented by their enemies from
performing a given work it Spg.
hooveth the I.ord to require that
work no more at their hande.” The
BAying 3 given as a generaj bringi-
ple, and does not relate in 40y way
to the circumslances referred to by
Mr, Bmith, The revelation he cites
was given at Nanvoo, illinols, Jung.
ary 19th, 1841, and chat from which
we quoted was given at
Kirtland, Ohfo, in J une, 183].
But whenever given or however ex-
plained, the principle remains the
eame; that is, God commauds and

then fevokes as it seemeth good to
Him, not because He ohlnggee, but

of the principle which we laid|in
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because He regards the condition of
?he people to whom He reveala His
AWE,

There i no need to procesd farth-
er with this argument. Mr, Smith,
in his eagerness to condemn tie
revelalion on celestial marrisge,
stumbled into an egreglous error of
tact and principle, and he, no doubt,
se«a it now, it 18 ¢lear to us from his
prezent attempt. 1f we have char-
acterized some of his meanderings
as “puerlie” aod “nonsensical,” we
had no desire to offend and are guite
wiliing to compare epithets. 1f we
have indulged in a hursh word oe-
casionally, it has been wvery mild
compared with the rash, uncharita-
ble snd denunclatory expreduions
msed by him, and is net to ve classed
tor a moment with the violent sod
brutal lapgusge used in the Kirt~
Iand Temple at the *Josephite”
gathering, evoking the Littlefield
Ietter, ana that may often be foond
reference to the Utah #Mor-
mone” in the columns of the paper
edited by Mr. SBmith. We concur in
the sentiment that troth can lose
nothing by examination, but at the
rame time snggest that there 13 i
tlo profit in lengthy lettsrs that

evade main iceues sud that **datken
counrel by words, withont know-
ledge.””

ANTI-“MORMON” HETHQDISTS
AT CINCINNATI.

WE print in snothe: partof this
paper the ebullitions of an anti-
#Mormon'’ committes, specially ap
pointed at the Cincinnat! Method-
ial Conference to compose some-
thing on a subject that the writers
evidenily knew nothing about, the
Conference feeiing nnder consclen-
tions obligations not to adjourm
withoot *pitching into the NMor-
mons.” The manifesto giarts out
with a falsehood, and its whoje sub-
stance is bssed wpon and im-
bued with the epirit of that
fandamental error. It declares that
¢‘Mormoniam fa nol & religion.”
What isit, then? These Methodiat
defamors say: ¢It iz a crime, and
therefore cannot be entitled to pro-
tection and tolerance as a matter of
conecience.” But what s thls
“Mormonism?” that causes go rauch
noise and hostility in the “Chris.
tian” world? Not ene of the signers
of the Methodist manifesto is able
to answer the gquestion, and they
make no attempt to deflne the sys-
tem; which they assail with such
venom and vitaperation,

“Mormonism' is a religion be-
canse it jaa system of faith and
practice founded upon the basis of
belief in God and in His Bon Jesns
Christ, and the necessity of dolng
the will of God and keeping His
commandments, It prescribes =
mode for divine wership, provides
for ordinances and ceremonies in the
Divine servioe, and inculeates devo-
tion, homility and complete obedi-
ence to the Divine will. Bopposing
thatil iz not the trme religion, it is
nevertheless a religion, in the came
way that Methodism is g religion,
while being very far from a lkeness
1o the religion taughf in the New
Testament.,

We suppose that the strong and
an-Christian langusge used by the
Committee is directed against that
part of “Mormonism” which regu-
lates the marriage reiation. It
aprings from violent prejedice, not
from sound judgment or rrge Enowl
edge. There is nolbhing in **Mor-
mon”marrisge that ministers to ¢‘the
lowest depravitles ¢f human pa-
ture.” On the contrary, it is more
atrongly oppoked $o indulgence in
animal appetiles than sny other
sysiem oslied religion that has an
existence on earth. “Promiscuocus
intercourse of the eexes,” so0 un-
warantably introdoced in cennee-
tion with this sobject by the
Methodist Committee, is not pro-
posed or sanotioneq or parmittecﬁ)y
‘“Mormonism,” either “under the
gaise of marriage or in any other
way. The foul minde of the men
who framed the report which the
Methodists adopted at Cinecinnati,
conceived the dirty idea, and out of
ibe abundance of their hearts their
worda flowed.

Bu; plursl marriage is only one
part of the eystem of faith and
practice whieh constitutes the re-
ilgien called “Mormonism.”” And
those who are In the practice of
that feature of the falth form
bata minority of the members of
the Church. How them can the
whole system be denonnced as a

crime? Indeed, correctly spesking,
bow can any system be properly
denounced & Yorime?” Crime con-
2lats of some act which is an infrac-
tion of law. An individual msy
commlit crime, 2 eystem never. Be-
lief in & system, however erronecus
it may be, or may be coneidered, is
not a crime. It isonly the deing of
something gn)awful by an individ-
ugl or individuale that can be called
crime, “Mormonism® therefore is
not a crime, the telief in it is not =a
crime and 1t és a religion for the rea-
soud that we have elready advanced.

We do not propose here to enter
into the question of whether or not it
ts the true religion, or to prove—
which we could easily do — that
Methodism is not the troe religion,
taking the Bible, or common eense,
or both as the standard. We main-
tain trat “Mormoniem? is @ religi-
on and that it is as muoch entitled
to the proteciion and tolerance of
tha professors of otber religions and
of the Ilaws of the United
Btates as any other religious
esatem, “as @ maller of conseience.”
And those who, under the specioas
pretence that it is not a religion, en-
deavor tostir op the angry passions
of the intolerant, io iuvoks the pows
er of thie civil government and to
counfezance *z resort to arms” in

order to “extirpale from the Jand,
root and branch,” & religion which
they confess their inability to over-
come by argument and their own
powerles creed, are enemies to

Chrstian tolerance, foes to good or
der and good society and opponents
of the Bpirit of Him who has given
fies azency to man, and to whom
alone men are accountable for their
religions beliers.

One of the indicalions of the lack
of the Commities's knowledge of
thelr subject is thelr attempt to ex
piain the pcsition and feeling of
plural wives when crowned with the
blesring of matrimony. «Mormon®’
iadles 1 that condition have no
anxlety on the score of respectabil.
iiy for themselves or their otispring.
Iney are thoronghiy satisfled that
their marltal relations are divinely
panctioned and that their children
are a heritage from the Lord, heirs
to the blesainga of the everlasting
osvenant and fully and com-
pletely legitimate in the
sight of bheaven. They do not
trouble themselves avout making a
“plurality of wives legal” In the
sen®e mentioned by the Methodist
committee. Nothing ihat man or
the liws of man could do would, in
thelr view, make their marrisge re-
lations more sacred and binding, or
‘their children more traly and eter-
nally respectable.

The Cinclonati Methodista do not
seem to be aware that the Edmunds
law legitimated all the offspring of
“Mormen'? plaral marriage upto the
first day of January of the present
year. Bat thatia the fact, so there
cannot be any trouble about the
issue of plural marrizges op to that
date. And it would astonish the
Methodist Committee if they conld
nnderstand how little the ¢Mor-
mon’ mothers care abont that mat-
tery and that they do not recognize
the elightest diflerence i that res-
pect between the cbiidren born dur.
ing this year and those who casme
into the world in previous years.
For “Mormon” plural marriage is
a religions institation, entered into
from religious motivee, sclemnized
by Ieligions ordinances; and gov-
erned by religlous covepants and
regulatfons; and the ganction
approbation and recognition of Al-
mighty God in these matters ie
thought much more of by ¢*Mor-
mon”’ men and women than the
opinions prejudices and gbjsctlons
of men or nations.

We do not intend o take np seria.
timg, the blunders, vindictive para-
graphs, nngragmatical gentences
a4 silly resolutions which compose
the Methodist mainfesto, but sug-
geat that in the event of the holding
of similar conferences by ministers
of the Methodist society, they select
persons to frame resclutions on the
subject of ¢Mormonism’ who at
least anderstand good Euglisb, and
can do something belter than en-
large npen two or three stereotyped
phrases formulated by previous com-
mittees and having within {hem no
element of tmmth, consistency or
Christlanity, Methodism and “*Mor-
monism® are widely at variance on
many Important guestione, but the
Tormer %1it not overcome the latter
by abuse nor meke anything for it-
self by fnvoking ecivil or military
-force, in & controversy that should
only be ¢~ndacted with the weapons
of argument and soripture, rnd in
the apirit of Him who commanded

— -

that evil should be gvercome with
good, X ;

Now, 14

A METHODIST MANIFESTO.

THE QINCINNATI CONFERENCE ON
SAMORMONIZ M,

Tam followinz display of lgnorance
and spleen was the work of o apecia)
committee at the Methodist Confer-
ence held a short time ago in Cin-
cinnati, There was no standing
committee on this quesrion, but as
an efter-thought the committee
whose names appear belovw, was ex-
temporized end their lengthy piece
of bitterness, bad grammar and
strong bigotry was adopted by the
Conference;

“*Mormonism Js not a religion., It
ia & erime, therefore caunot be en-
titled to prosection and tolerancs un.
der the laws and Constitution of the
United States as o matter of con-
solence. It ix not a religious snper—
stition, but a system of masked sen-
suality, and hence gubversive of
every priaciple of morality, and ab-
horent to cvery feeling of virtue.
it is not even a epiritual delueion,
and therafore cannot be condened on
the ground thet it 1s a hallncination
or Innocent mistake in prophecy. It
ir & preconcerted infernal scheme,
partly mercenary, partly pollitical,
and chiefly licentious. It was or—
lginated in the deepest depravity,

and is fed by three motives
—money, power and lumst, It
aima 1o diffuse iteelf by pan-

dering to the lowest depravitiea of
haman natuze. When this canpot
be done directly, ou acconnt of the
natural revolts of instinetive virtne
to tbe monstrous proposition of the
Jpromiscons interconrze of the sexes
under the gnise of marriage, a resort
is bad to deception and falsehood.
They iake advantage of the ignor-
ance, poverty, degradsation and fana-
ticism of some pecsons, and of the
unsuepscting credoiity of unwary
youth, They Airst dape then doom
thelr victima. It is romance and
heaven in represenfation ontil liber.
ty, virine and reepectabllity are
lost; then it is clavery and de-
banoh.

When the so-calied multitadinous
wives become mothers, the finest
property in human natore js made
the strongest support of this abomi-
nation—the property of maternal
sffection. Being themselves begnil-
ed women, disgraced, and having
entailed that disgrace upon their
offspring, they gee no hope of ra-
spectability for their chiidren but
by making polygamy respectable,
and that can only be done by mak-
ing a plurality of wives legal, and
illegitimate children legitimate.
As this cannot be done nnder the
Constitution and Jawa of the United
States, a necessity is created for an
independent roversignty. This gen-
erates the apirit of rebellion and
prompis Mormons to increase their
numbers and sirength by importa.
tione, illegitimste birthe, and by the
corruption and bribery of politiciana.
The work ot rotton Increase, we sare
informed, is going on with alarming
rapidity. The wretched plagne spot
isspreading into all our Territories
and pome of the Btates. By con-
cenlment and perjury they evade
the Jaws and defeat tke Commission
provided for by Congress and ap-
pointed by the President, to arrest
the evil And sach are the meshee,
the seavery, and the new affections
and interests invoived in the pro-
grees of the syetem, that few defeo-
tiens from Mormonism oceur, and
#tlll fewer converts to Christiantty
are made from their number. It ia
already =0 rooted in the rofl, the
politics, the fatnily life! and the re-
ligious fanaticlem BT that pert of the
country, that nothing bnt prompt
and  extreme measures  will
eradicate the evil. Apnd uonless
the Goverament eshall imme-
diately take decieive steps to exter-
minate the abominstion, it wil) snon
acquire sach dimensions and poten-—
oy as te render it impossible fo ree
move the evil by legisjation or any
civll messures. Indeed, it is the
belief of some weli informed men
now, that this dreadful wlcer ¢an
‘only be removed by = resort to arma,
We may st least conclude that delay
in the application of civil remedies
will soon call into requisitien the sa.
crifice of life and the price of blood,
or We must submit to have cur vire
gin soil permmpently stained with
the foulest eyatem of corruption and
depravity that ever saw the Hght
in 8 civilized and Christian country,

Now, with such a huge evil con-
fronting ue, what is being done to
abate the noisance? Aimost no-
thing, ¥ ver since the appointment
of the Congressional Commi-sion

there has been s seeming Jnll in out



