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other denominations, and these ministers
were alway; listened to with courtesy
and altention.

But to return lo persecution, which in
this connection is important evidence;
whenever the true Gospel of Jesus is on
the earth, ycu may depend upon i1 that
its helievers will be persecuted, because
Satan is not dead and has not jost his an-
cieni animosity. He s.ew the p:ophets;
he crucified the Son of God; he killed
His apostles, with the exceplion of John
the Revelator, and be was immersed in
a caldron of bolling o), but there was
a providence around him which pre-
venled s enemies from killing him,
though he was cruel!‘y persecuted and
banished to the Isle of Patmos.

These truils or evidences of which I
have spoken, have characierized the
preaching of this Gospel frem the be-
ginning. Byt there 15 another fiuit
which I conslder ot the utmost impor-
jance and beyond everyihing else

Every person that embraces this Gospel
has this promise made to him: that if he
will have faiib in God an_d in I&‘us
Christ, it he will repent of his sins, iv he
will be baptized for the remission of
sins bv one baving authorily, and_ bave
hands laid upon him tor ihe reception ol
the Holy Ghost, he shall receive that
g]o[ious glf[. ; .

Now, impostors might make a promise
ol that kn ; but appeal 10 you who
are here tonight, is it poss_lble for an
impostor to bring down from heaven
the powet of Go.? Can an imposto:
.make a promise and then expect that
the Lord will fulfil that promise? Such
a thought is abhotrent to every Christian
mind; 1t is impassible. But these E!-
ders who go out, without purse and
scrip, 10 the nations of the earih, go
forth and make this promise; and the
thousands who have gathered to these
moun ains {rom these various lands
bear testimony that they did receive
the Holy Ghost when they submitted 10
these ordinances, as the Eiders prom-
ised they should, and that they know
“this is the work of God, by tbe out-
pouring of the Holy Spirit and the be-
stowal of its gifts upon them. _

] took upon this as the most impor-
tant fruit ot the Gospel.  This is an
age of infidelity. Skepiicism is sweep-
ing over the land. Ministers of various
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denominations are adop:ing some of

these ta.se ideas con_cernir;g the Bible,

ing the creaiion ol man, con-
gg?:ﬁg o%u"Father in beaven himssif
Doubt is being spread and propagated
by so-called ministers of qulst, con
cerning God h.msell. Now, this Church,
througn the providence of God, has
peen raised up to be'a beacon light, a
wilness tfor the Almighty that He dues
]wl?low do we know He lives] We
know He lives, because He bears and
answers our prayers, and He gives us
that which He has promised. We have
obeyed His Gospel, _and He has con-
ferred upon us the gilts of that Gospel.
We know by the gitt ot the Holy
Ghost that God lives. and that man is
the child of God. We know thai we
have not descended from a lower order
of creation, but that we are the off
spring of Deity. The Lord has raised
up in tnese mountains, through ibe
preaching of His Gospel, an inoumer-
able host of witnesses, who bear test.-
mony to these truths They declare
that God is the same today as He was
yesterday, and. -that He will be the
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same throughout eternity, unchangeable
and unahlierable. And our children are
taught to seek unto the Lord for this
testimony.

Today is our Fast day. We fast once
a month, and every family contributes to
the poor i1hat which would be consumed
in the household onthat day. On the
afternoon of the first Sabbath ot the
month we assemble in our various ward
meeting houses, and these meetings are
ogen for all to speak and bear testimony,
| attended sucl a meeting this afternoon
in the ward in which I live, I heard
boys and gitls iestily ihat they knpew
that God lived. How did they know it?
They said they knew it because God
heard and answered their prayers. They
knew that they could appeal to Him as
their Father, and that He would grant
unto them the righteous desires ot their
hearts. My heart was melted within me
in listening to these young people bear
this 1estimony. You could feel that their
words pioceeded trom Lhe dep.hs ci
their bearts, and tnat they knew thai
which they testified to.

This is what we are dolng in the earth.
You who are Christians yourselves, and
who are making endeavors to establish
righteousness, let me tell you, my
friends, what this d¢spised people,
called Mormons, are doing in these
mountains. We are endeavoring to the
very best of ou:r ability tolay in the
hearis ot the children of men, the toun-
dation ol faith in God and in the Lord
Jesus Christ, and a determination to re-
pent of sin a-d put it away far from
them. We say 1o our young men, “You
must be as pute as the girls.” Tne con-
ducl ot an unvirtucus boy amoog usis
looked upon as hatetul. We execrate
such conduct. Boys must be pure as
well as girls; and g rls must be as pure
as angels. We teach our children tnese
principles. We continua'ly impress up-
on them that 1he worst crime any man
can be guilty of, next to murder, is sex-
ual crim=. | know tbis is not the view
generally taken ol us. The Latter-day
>aints are supposed to be a licentious

people. Itis thought that i1 is licen-
tiousness that binds us together. No
greater mistake was ever made. But

there must be an excuse for persecu-
tion, as there was in ancient days. The
ancient saints were maligoned, and all
manner of evil was said against them
falsely; and so it has been with us. Atl
manner ol evil has been said against us
falsely. But I bear tes imony to you
this evening 1hat our alm is to raise up a
righteous and a virtuous generation in
thess mounlaing We do pot want
drunkards; we do not waot liars; we do
pot want dishonest men in any form; we
do not waitt unvirtuous people; we do
not want people who will not keep the
commandments of God and live in pur-
ity and humuity before Him. We are
eudeavoring to cleanse the Church itselt
continua ly, and to keep it cleansed.
Persecution has a itendency to do this.
We get persecution enough, occasionally
at least, to clean-e from our midst those
who are not bwit vpon the rock. We
are striving in these mountains to lay the
foundation of righteousness. If we
could have this State in the condition we
would like, there would be no drinkiog
saloons, no gambling hells, no disreput-
able houses. It was the case with us for
years. We try to be an honest people;
we try to keep our word, we try to dea
with one another as Christ has com-
manded us. We believe it is better to

suffer wrong than to do wrong. This is
our ¢anostant teaching to the people.

Time will not permit of elaboration at
the present. { have,therefore dwelt up-
on these particular points very hastily.
It is not pleasant 1o be sitting as we are,
tonizht, in so crowded and heated an
auditortum; but it is only proper ihat
you shiould know some of 1he features
of our religlon and our organization.
We believe in Aposties and Prophets.
We believe that wherever the Spirit of
God reigns there is the spirit ot prophecy,
We expect to go to h@aven, We labor
for that. And when we go there and
mingle with those holy beings who are
there, 1 expect we shall not feel ashamed.
to sit down and talk with the ancient
Apostles and Saints, If they had
Apostles in the Church when they were
opon the earth, the memters of otir
Church would te at home in talking with
them, for we had Aposiles. So with the
gifts They ccu!d say we had the gifis.
We cont:nded lor the gifts. The pift of
prophecy was in the Church,and the sick
were healed by the laying on of hands;
that was the practice in our Church.
We were persecuted, We were sentto
prison; we were driven trom our homes,
and some of us laid down our lives.
The Latter-day Sainis conld talk to an
of the Apostles in this strain  There is
nothing thal they enjiyed, therei: no
gift thatthey had, no docitine that they
believed in, that we do not have in our
Church. Qur teachings are precisely
the same as their teaghings, They
might say, *We had experience on the
eartn in traveling wilhout purse and
scrip; we went out as wilnesses 10 prove
the world. How was it with youi*
“Why, Brotber Peter, {or Brother Paul,
or brother Jobn) we did the same exact-
ly.”> Many of uscould say: *l have
traveled thousands of miles without
purse and scrip, wizhout any pay of re-
ward, and ] have proved the world.
When they rejected me and persecuted
me, | have skeken off the dust from my
feet as a witnessagainst them.” “‘Well,
then, you have have had the same ex-
perience that we had.”* And that would
be the case I think we could :it down
with them in the kingdom of God and
rejoice us no other peoole could. They
be ieved in Prophets and Apostles, in
gifts, in the power of G_d being be-
stowed upon man; we believe in the
same., They had union and love; we
have the same, ‘e exhibit in our lives
that whico the Apostle John says, “By-
this ye may know that we have passed.
trom death to life, because we love the
brethren ’’ Thereis a love among the
Latier-day Sawmts —I say it with all due
respect to everybody else—that, taken.
as a whole, is unexampled in the world,
[ have traveled in many lands and
among many peaples, bui 1 bave never-
seen anything approaching 1he love that
I witness among the Latter-day Saints.
Therefore, my heart swells contipually
with thankluloess 1o Gad our Eternal.
Father for having restored inhese great
gilts and blessings to the earth once
more, that agan tlere is the’ spirit
am¢ ng men which bindsihem together
in love, .

Now, calamities are go'ng forth. The
Lord has predicted that they will come
in the last days. The newspapers are
full of accounts ot them, and men’s
hearts are failing them in looking for-
ward to the things that are coming upon
the earth. But in this community no
such fear exists. We bhave no fear for



