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fe otherr denominations and these ministers
S were alwaysalway2 listened to with courtesy

and attention
jutbut to return to persecution which in

this connection is important evidence
whenever the true gospel of jesus is on
the earth you may depend upon it that
its believers wiltwili be persecuted because

y satan is not dead and has not lost his an-
cient animosity he sew the prophets

he crucified the son of god he killed

his apostles withith the exception of john
the revelatoror and he was imimmersed in
aa caldron of boiling oil but there was

providence around him which pre-
vented
a

his enemies from killing him
though he was cruelly persecuted and
banished to the isle of Potoios

these fruits or evidences of which I1

have spoken have characterized the
preaching of this gospel frarm in the be-
ginninga but there is another bluit

which I1 consider otof the utmost impor-

tance and beyond everything else
every person that embraces this gospel
has this promise made to him that itif he
will have faith in god and in jesus
christ it he willwiit repent of his sins ii he
will be baptized for the remission of
sins bybv oneoi havhasin authorityamhority and have

handsbands laid upon him torfor the reception otof

the holy ghost he shall receive that
glorious gift

L now impostors might make a promise

of that kin but I1 appeal to you who
fr are here tonight is it possible for anan

it impostor to bring down from heaven

the power of GOJgoi can an impostor
C make a promise and then expect that
I1 the lord willwa fulfillfulfil that promisepr such

thought is abhorrentnt to every chrischrisianian
f

a
mind it is impsimpossiblesible but these e-

t ders who go out without purse and
the nations of the earth go1 jip tot Sr foran and make this promise and the

e

1 i thousands who have gathered to these
these various landsmountainsmoun ains iromfrom

s t
bear testimony that they did receive

P the holy ghostghose when they submitted to
0 these ordinances as the elders prom

1ts illma they should and that they know

as is the wworkork of god by the
puringpouring of tthebe holy spirit and the be-

ll of its gifts upon them
t I1 look upon this as the most impo-
rts tant fruit otof the gospel this is an

aeege of infidelity akeskepticism is sweep
R mving over the land ministers of various
if denominations are adap ing some of

the biblee these lase ideas concerning
concerning the creation olof man con

berning ourdur father in heaven himself
i

doubt is being spread and propagated
r by so called ministers otof ennst con

berning god himselfhm self now this church
r 1 through the providence of god has

been raised up to be a beacon light a
I1 witness torfor the almighty that he duesdies

uveBve
how do we know he lives we

know he iilivesves because he hears and
answers our prayers and he gives us

y thatnat which he has promised we have
obeyed his gospel and he has con
feared upon us the giltsgifts of that dospel
we know by the gittgift otof the holy
ghostbost that god lives and that man is
afiebe child of god we know that we
have not descended from a lower order

creation but that we are the off
ihring9 of deity the lord has raised

jetti in fritse mountain 3 through the
V beachingweachinging of his gospel an

ableble host of witnesses who bear test
i loamy to these truths they declarewd is the same today as he wasny andka thatat he will be the

same throughout eternity unchangeable
and unalterable and our children are
taught to seek unto the lord for this
testimony

today is our fast day we fast once
a month and every family contributes to
the poor that which would be consumed
in the household on that day on the
afternoon of the first sabbath otof the
month we assemble in our varvariousrious ward
meeting houses and these meetings are
open for all to speak and bear testimony
I1 attended such a meeting this afternoon
in the ward in which I1 live I1 heard
boys and girsgirls testify that they knew
that god lived how did they know it
they said they knew it because god
heard and answered their prayers they
knew that they could appeal to him as
their father and that he wouldcould grant
unto them the righteous desires of their
hearts my heart was melted within me
in listening to these young people bear
this testimony you could feel that their
words piproceeded iromfrom the dep hs ft
their hearts and that they knew that
which they testified to

this is what we are doing in the earth
you who are christians yourselves and
who are making endeavors to establishestestablishblish
righteousness let me tell you my
friendsIri ends what this despised people
called mormonscormonsMormons are doing in these
mountains we are endeavoring to tae
very best of our ability to lay in the
hearts of the children of men the foun-
dation of faith in god and in the lord
jesus christ and a determination to re-
pent of sin ada d put it away far from
them we say tolo our bourg me you
must be as pure as the girls ane con-
duct of an boy among us is
looked upon as ha efel we execrate
such conduct boys must bsbe pure as
weltwell as girls and g als must be as pure
as angels we teach our childrchildrentn these
principles we continuallycontinua ly impress up-
on them that the worst crime any man
can be guilty of next to murder isis sex-
ual crime I1 know this is not the viewview
generally taken olof us the latter day
saints are supposed to be a dicentilicentioustons
people it is thought that it is licen-
tiousness that binds us together no
greater mistake was ever made but
there must be an excuse for persecu-
tion as there was in ancient days the
ancient saints were maligned and all
manner of evil was said against them
falsely and so it has been with us all
manner otof evil has been said against us
falsely but I1 bear tes emony to you
this evening that our aim is to raiseraise up a
righteous and a virtuous generation inin
these mountains Wwie do not want
drunkards we do not want liars we do
not want dishonest men in any form we
do not want people we do
not want people who will not keep the
commandments of god and live inin pur-
ity and humility before hihimm we are
endeavoring to cleanse the church itself
continua lyIV and to keep it cleansed
persecution has a tendency to do this
we get ppersecution enough occasionally
at least to clean e from our midst thosethos
whonwho are not built upon the rock we
are striving in these mountains to lay the
foundation of righteousness if we
could have this state in the condition we
would like there would be no drinking
saloons no gambling hells no disreput-
able houses it was the case with us torfor
years we try to be an honest people
we try to keep aur word we try to deal
with one another as christ has com-
manded us we believe it is better to

suffer wrong than to do wrong this is
our constant teaching to the people

time will not permit otof elaboration at
the present I1 have therefore dwelt up-
on these particular points very hastily
it is not pleasant to be sitting as we are
bonigtonight in so crowded and heated an
auditorium but it is only proper that
youou should know some of the features
of our religion and our organization
we believe in apostles and prophets
we believe that wherever the spirit of
god reigns there is the spirit of prophecy
we expect to go to limheavenven we labor
for that and when we go there and
mingle with those holy beings who arearc
there I1 expect we shall not feel ashamed
to sit down and talk with the ancient
apostles and saints if they had
apostles in the church when they were
upon the earth the memembersniters of ourotar
church would be at home in talking with
them for we had apostles so with the
gifts they say we had the gifts
we cont torfor the gifts the gift otof
prophecy was in the churchardChurchurchchandand the sick
were heatedhealed by the laying on of hands
that was the practice in our church
we were persecuted we were sent to
prisonison wwee were driven from our homes
and some of us laid down our lives
the latter day saints could talk to any
of the apostles in this strain there is
nothing that they benjenjoyedayed there iai no
gift that they had no doctrine that they
believed in that we do not have in our
church our teachings are precisely
the same as their teachings they
might say we had experience on the
editn in traveling without purse and
scrip we went out as witnesses to prove
the arld how was it with you

why brother peter or brother paul
01orr brother Jjohnolan we did the same exact-
ly many of us could say 1 I have
traveled thousands of miles without
purse and scrip without any pay or re-
ward and I1 have proved the world
when they rejected me and persecuted
me I1 have off the dust from mmy
teetfeet as a witness against them weliweir
then you have have had the same ex-
perienceperience that we hadbad and that
be the case I1 think wwee could titti it down
withwith them in the kingdom of god and
rejoiceoice as no other people could they
believedbe deved ioin prophets and apostles hi
gifts in the power of gdG d being be
stowed upon man we believe in the
same they had union and love we
have the same vvwee exhibit in our lives
that which the apostle john says P

6 by
1thishis ye may know that we have paspassedseil

1

from death to life because we love the
brethren there is a love among the
latter day saints I1 say it with all due
respect to everybody else that taken
as a whole is uunexampledpled in the world
I1 have traveled in manymamy lands andaad
among many peoples but I1 have never
seen anything approachinghing the love that
I1 witness among the latter day saints
therefore my heart swells continually
with thankfulness to godgad our eternal
father for having restored these great
gifts and blessings to the earth once
more that again there is ththeespiritspirit
abcamongng men which binds them togethertoge thet
in love

now calamities are go ng forth the
lord has predicted that they will come
in the last days the newspapers are
full of accounts otof them and mens
hearts are failing them in looking for-
ward to the things that are coming upon
the earth but in this community no
such fear exists we have no tearfear for


