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in jerusalem it was in his reign
that Barch the false messiah
flourished l andA iid though the jews
themselves were utterly routed out
of jerusalem and trampled and per-
secuted by the romans yet thesehese
same jews were the most venomous
and deadly enemies of the chris-
tians rhefhe jews acted as spies and
informers antiand strange to say mr
blunt says that in this way they
propagated christianity jerusalem
was utterly wiped out and a temple
of jupiter projected for the site of
the temple of jehovah to show
that a departure began to take
place here is what mr blunt says

nor was this tillall the entire revolu-
tion which this political convulsion
wrought in the condition of jerusalem
had its effect on the cause of the chris-
tians hadrian not content with hav-
ing demolidemolishedched the old city and re-
placed it by another totally different
in the character of its architecture and
deriving its very name of jeliaelia caal
tolina from that of its heathen found-
er forbade the jewsjewa not only to
inhabit it but even to set foot upon its
precinct but this harsh and vindic-
tive proceeding was the means of
dissolving that fusion if I1 may so speak
of the jew with the christian wh ch
had so long corrupted i he christian
faith and debased the christian char-
ter in the eyes of the heathen for
the church of jerusalem still subsist-
ing in that neighborhood and still
anxious tote occupy the capital as before
was prohibitedb ted from so doing while
tteits members were regarded as jews
and accordingly nothing would suffice
to qualify them for residence in that
city but to renounce as st paul
bad so long before prescribed to the
galatiansGalai ians to do the observance of the
law of aseaM ees this therefore they
did and the better to make the distinc-
tion hitherto but imperfectly perceiv-
ed between Chrichristiantian andaad jew under-
stood they elected marcus probably a
roman certainly not a jew for their
bishop and under thesetheme circumstances
were permitted to welldwell in jerusalemeru em
by this proceedingedin ththerefore hadrian
seems to have effectede c a reformation
in the early church somewhat an-
alogous to that effected by henry
VIII in our own medieval one tyran-
ny having been overruled for good in
either case in the former the gospel

Uurgedd of jewish rites which hadbad COMcoca
Einedfried with it and debased it in the
latter of which had formed a
similar alliance with similar results ap

thi is for our purpurpose
to show that very shortly after the
apostolic erachristianity began to
lose the essence otof its founder mr
blublunttit admits that the church went
from jewish depravity to roman
paganism but we know that a
vast difference existed between
christians and jews in this time
and his own writings show it we
also know that towards the uwetime of

the Christchristianiau churchcharch
had become nearly the paganism of
romeborne glossed over it is true much
of the mildness and spirit of chris-
tianity yet remained and indeed
some remains to the present day in
many of the sects and creeds but
the christianity of christ in its
entirety is not to be found in any
sect or creed except it is in mor-
monism

the very opposition to mormon-
ism alone suffices to prove that the
latter day saint antiami former day
saint are brethren readbead what mr

blunt 8diyaays on the charges made
against the former day saintssaint

here it is18 chapter
VIII

we read that the populace quite
regardless whether the law was with
them or against them on this particular
question took it into their own hands
and assailed the christians with blind
violence expressly tells us
that I1 there were no greater persecutors
of the christians than the vulgar
nay where there was a bispdisposition0 inin
the authorities of the state to spare
them the mob worewere relentless and
would have their blood stoning
burning them and in impotent spite
tearing down their very
they denounced them as unprofitable
citizens reluctant to take their share in
the duties of the state to bear their
part in its social relations to recipro-
cate in its trading intercourse they
ascribed to thenthem the most diabolical
anfnproceedingsr c e 8 at their secret meetings
infanticidea tade a cannibal feast and the
iilightsgh extinguished a sequel of promis-
cuous incest they imputed to the
christians all the calamities which
befell the state enemies as they were
to the gods an overflow of the tiber
a droughtabrought in the nile an earthquake
or a plagueplague caused the mob to cry
aayaway with the christians to the
lionsfI1 it

readbead these words in italic care-
fully are they not identical with
certain paragraphs in governor
thomas last report are they not
the charges which judge anderson
held to be proved against the mor
mons Is not this sufficient to prove
the identity between ormer day
and latter day saints

let us glance at the story of one
of these primitive saints lietlet up
ake polycarp he was appointed
bishop ot smyrna by st john the
apostle he was the personal
friend in his youth of many ot the
apostles and very first christians
somedome calamities bebel the eastern
countries during the reign of
aurelius and the blind pagansans
charged it to the wrath of jupiter
for tolerating the christians the
cry was raised for polycarp he be-
ing the most learned and influential
among the early christians

Polypolycarpbarp was brought before the
proconsulil who was visvisiblyitly lm
pressed by the venerable dignified
and respectable bearing of the aged
saint and fain would have con-
nived at hisbis christianity if any
grounds presented a means for so
doing the proconsul then said to
Polypolycarpearp

swear by the fortune of caesar be
obstinate no longer cry away with
the christians one reproach of christ
and I1 will let you go

the aged former day saint as-
suming an attitude erect majestic
and denautdefiant said in reply tota the pro-
consul

eighty and six years have I1 served
himm and no harm bath he done me
how then can I1 blaspheme my king
and my savior it you vainly imagine i

that I1 shall swear by the fortune of
csenar as pretending that you know
not what I1 am be as ared once for all
thaltha I1 am a christian and if you de-
sire to be IDinformedormed what it is tolo be a
christian give me a day and you shall i

hear I1

the proconsulPru consul a proud roman
and one who could illIII brook inde

peDperi dence in au enemy or in a
subordinate said in menacing
tones

1 I will cast you to the wild beasts if
you do not change your mind

polycarpPoly earp rendered still more de-
fiant said

aringbring the wild beasts hither for
changeange my mind from the better to the
worse I1 will not

the reply so irritated the domi-
nant roman that he said

hold your scorn of the wild beasts
I1 will subdue your spirit by the
flames

the aged polycarp with courage
more than heroic because it was di-
vine and with a coulten niceitice baatueaic
ing cft ith grace sanctity and purity
said in reply

the flames with which you men-
ace me endure but for a time and are
soon extinguished but a fire therethereinis
reserved for the wicked whereof you
know brotM the fire of a judgment to
comecoine and of punishment everlasting
why do aouyou tarry do with me as
you listst

the proconsul now maddened by
theth absolute coit tempt in which
L held him and his miser-
able cowardly fiendishfie threats or-
dered the herald to announce that
polycarp had defiantly proclaimed
himself a christian the vast multi-
tude in the stadium heard the an-
nouncementno with delight
and with one voice furka aloud
11 polycarp to the lions

polycarpPoly earp was known throughout
asia as a fierce and effective de

of paganismaniam and its concom-
itant evils hence the desire on the
part of the mob and rabble to see him
die the keeperkeepen 0 tile wild beasts
said ft was too late to bring out the
lions and wanted the execution
postpostponedboned but the multitude
ariedelleg for polycarpaPoly carps dateddeat handbd called
for fire execution by firofire was then
agreed on people ran in allail direc-
tions for fuel the jews most espel
lallyally collecting wood and strawstrawtherthejews wanted to spike polycarp to a

hobtabt on the pyre but the old saint
told them the faggotsmaggots haj no terrors
for him rhey then contented them-
selves with tying hisbis hands

polykarpPoly carpearp with hands tied and
theahe flames ascending around him
made the following prayer

0 father of thy beloved 8 ann jesusjems
christ by whom we have received
knowledge of theerhee 0 god of angels
and powers and of all created things
and of all the generations of the just
who live in thy sight t give thanks
to thee that thou has thought me
worthy of this day and hour t ofof taking
a part in the number of martyrs and
inn the eupcup of christ unto the resurrect-
ionion for life eternal both of soul and
odybody in the incoincorruptionn of the

ghost amongst whom may I1 be ad-
mitted to appear before him this day
a goodly and accey able sacrificecrinceaa which
thou hastbast prepared beforehand and
fore shown god faithful and true for
this therefore and for all things I1
praise thee I1 bless thee I1 glorifyoriff
Thee through rhe eternal high priest
jesusjeans christ thy beloved
whom be unto thee together with
him in the holy ghost floryglory both
now and forever amen I1

several writers relate that the
flames refused to devour polycarpPoly earp


