—_—

= -
L=

July 3o

402 THE DESERET NWEWLSGS,.

— - - : - . ’ - ' 7 o H

2 us in this dispensation | truths that have an immediate | these thoughts, from this dwarfed | a very full and clear
DISCOURSE L‘}t:},‘f?flﬁ';“ ul'n t.'i;mi:n, fu::rl::a an evi- | bearing upon his present cendition, | condition of ideas? No, I fear not. |our views in relation to out Miﬂf
DELIVERED BY dence of its divine character and | as well as those truths which affect| And is it not as true to-day as it | in relation to our principles sft,,
heaven-born nature, or for the | his future etate. ever has been, that whenever an | ing our life here and hereaftey,
} BYW ﬂTﬂR proofs of its practical resultsasto| There is much of the knowledge | individual or & community of indl-| yet we discover, my friends, i,
HLBEB‘ GE“I h' ' | ourseives. We can, my friends, ex- that has been conferred upon the| viduals introduce into the world | we are unpopular, thﬁb';-“u

In the Tabernacle, Salt. Lake Cily,
on Sunday Afternoon,
June 27th, 1879,

REPORTED BY GEO, F. GIBBES,

WE are assembled here this after-

noon as a congregation of worship- |

pers; we have come together to
worship God according to the diec-
tates of his word; according to the
revelations of his divine will, as it
has been made knowa to the people
of the Latter-day Saints. We re-
present a faith, a spiritual constitu-
tion, an organization of ideas which
incorporates our eense of duty, our
duty to our God and our duty to
our fellowmen. This is not a new
occasion; this is not a new an
nouncement, We have existed as
a people in the midst of the nations
of the earth for upwards of a third
of a century. Oar doctrines are not
new; our principles, of which these
doctrines are composed, are not of
the 19th century; they are not
the outgrowth of the intelli-
gence of this age; they are mnot
the products of that intellectuality
which is by many regarded as the
highest standard of advancement,
as the most elevated platform of
thought. Our principles are from
eternity to eternity.
the Liord Jesus Christ, which is the
‘name commonly applied to the
religion we profess, was preached
aforeiime unto Abraham; was re-
vealed unto our fathers, the an-
cients. Many of its fundamental
principles, several of its divine or-
dinances and very many of the

liopes that inspired and caused to

heave with heavenly emotion, and
delight the bosoms of the purest

men and women of this age, or of

ages preceding this of ours, were
principles that had been revealed
in ages and dispensatisns gone by.

But we claim to have received this

Gospel in the dispensationin which
we live asa new revelation; not new
principles but a new revelation of
old principles, of anclent doctrines,
of institutions that the greatest
benefactora, philanthropists and hu-
manitarians that ever graced the
human race, were more or less made
familiar with, We are here to-day,
beloved frieads, as the result of the
operations of the ministry of this
gospel, as a people occupying this
section of country called the Terri-
tory of Utah. We are fruits, we
are results of the ministry of recon-
ciliation brought forth through the
mission of the gospel of Jesus
Christ in its fulness and primitive
purity in the day and age in which
we live, and to us as a people,when
we thus addreass each other and re-
iterate these truths in each other’s
hearing, we are not announciog
that which we do not understand,
but we simply do 8o to remind each
other, to stir up our thoughts, to
put into activity our reflective
powers and call forth those intellee-
tual energies which are awakened
by therevelation of these principles
of life and immortality i1a the de-
velopment of our faith, and to stir
up our minds, that they may be-
come more pure and to bring toour
remembrance thiogs that are past,
a8 well as cause to pass before
our minds ths circamstances, the
duties and the incideuts of the
present, and thus carry with us
the history we are creating, and
produce by the combiued action of
our past and present labors those
resuits which the gospel in its en-
tirety and its power and influence
exercises over the heart of man in
briaging to pass that human re-
generation so0 long spoken of by
the prophets; s0 long age sung of by
the inspired psalmist and the soug-
sters of Israel, which sheuld char-
acterize the features, that wouid
mark the development of Gou's
purposes in this huwmanity, in this
great mass of intelligence which
he has created aud given a consci-
ous existence to upon the earth,

In speaking in this mavner, my
brethren and sistera [ desire to do
s0 as making a fow preparatory re-
marks to what may be said by my
brethren who may follow after me,
as | shall not eccupy your ajten-
tion butl for & limited poriion of

time, this afterncon. I wish
to say, however, in addition
to what I have already said

with reference to the character
of the gospel,that we need not look
to any other sonrce for an evidence
of the divinity of the mission in
which we are engaged, the divinity

The Gospel of

|

amine our own experiences; we can
review, each individual one of us,
the several chapters which each
day’s acts, conversations and the
results of our labqrs as individual
members of this body ecclesiastical
and of this Church militant, and
see . what have been the frai's
which these principles have bornein
our lives, and moreover see how far
we have conformed to those condi-
tions upon the blessings of the sec-
ond birth, the regeneration of the
human heartunderthe ipspirations
of the spirit of the Lord have
been vouchsafed, and see whether
our professions are profeesions
merely, whetber they are simply
wordy acknowledgements or whe-
ther we preach those most practi-
cal of sermons in the action of our
lives, in the practices of our every-
day conduct,so as to verify the cor-
rectness of our testimony and to
justify our friends and ourselves iu
the conclusion that we are honest
and sincere in the worship of the
Lord our God according to the re-
velations of his will. :

Brethren and sisters we have re-
ceived revelations from God, the

ed those glorious truths pertaining
to the regeneration of man, per-
taining to his further development
and to his final and complete re-

use, perhaps, language more fami-

received those glorieus priociples;
we have accepted them in the sim-
plicity of our hearte as truths from
God,and we have realized in our

timooy is true; that the principles
we have embraced are true; that
they hbave verified themselves in

promise made by our Redeemer in
the declaration to his dis¢iples:
“And ye shall know the truth"nnd
the truth shall make you free.’

i

ceiving

mental,

which we call the goapel of the Son
of God, is composed of pringiples
and doctrines that are pure, that
are in perfect harmony with every

rightful desire, with every legiti
mate unfoldment of our being,
physical or mental, material or
spiritual, whichever terms we
choose to select to exprees the ma-
teriality or spirituality of our being
[ repeat, that the Gospel of the Son
of (Rod containsevery provision aud
18 enriched with every quality, is
endowed with every element ne-
cessary to the perfect enjoyment ot
all the powers of man and of allthe
capacity with which he he is en-
dowed for the development of his
power and intelligence,

Iu speaking upon this aquact my |

brethren and sisters, we are - led to

eternity
dacted thereby into premises which
spread out on the right and on' the
left; we are guided in our reflec
tions under theipspiration of prin-
ciple—for every truth possesses its
own principle of life, its own quali-
ty of power, its ' own characteristic
energy, anpd whenever that trath is
received by a sentient being, by a

coascious being, by a bLeing pos-| unwiliog

~e3sed of consciousness of the quali-
ly of the ego feeling, and
when the eomplement of his in-
tellectual faculres areneot im paired;
when they are awakeoed to a
heslthful ‘exercise by the lawsof
thought, by the force of prineiple,
by the inipress of objects, and 'when
the man is awakened a8 a thinkiong
inteliectual being, he is' upavoid-
ably open to receive a portion of the
inspiration ‘which they inberii§ and
the more advanced he is, the wore
elevated be becomes in the plane of
intelligence; the greater will be his
su-ceptibility and capability to: re-
ceive of that inspirstion; and’ the
more he indulges in the contempla«
tion of the'higherand loftier aims
of life, the more value he attaches
to every principle of morality and
virtue, to every grinciple of revela-
tion from God, to truth of every

of the revelations whivh have Heen

| Eindy, and more espectally thime

unbelief of the world respecting
those revelations to the contrary,
notwithstanding. We have receiv-

demption; or, in other words, to

liar to some minds, the more per-
fect development of man. We have

individual experiences that our tes- |

the farther- econsideration of the
of our being; we are con-

family of man, there is much of
that intelligence and understand-
ing which man has been brought
into possession of that we can not
use immediately in regulating our
affairs socially, or in any other
work in the structure of society.
But the principles to which I am
now directing your attention; the
principles of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ; are fundamental principles;
they are cardinal elements, they
are the foundation stones, if you
please, of the great superstructure
of humanity; they reacl the funda-
mental conditions of ils being;
they poesess the virtne of delving
down into the mos. ioecricate re-

ﬂ

ing to weli up from our inmost na-
tures those qusalities and excel-
lencies, those virtues, those deeds

good report, and command venera-
tion, those deeds which bhave
adorned the lives of all men who
have made themrelves benefaetors
to their race, and who haye sbhone
as the reformers and regenerators of
society. No matter by what name
they have been called, if they bhave

sphere; if sociely _
thing to the past, fo the
tor force that has sflected the in-

sirable in the bistory

was right; we owe it to men who
have stemmed the current of pop-
ular prejudices or who have dared
to row agaisst the stream of popu-
lar opinion; we owe it to men who
bave sacrificed the

the

things tbat are.
memories.
the

cesses of our patures and of caus-|

any prineciple or doetrine which

they

cry

terests of humanity or guarded the|to
conditions of its welfare, or has|are sapping
directed its energies in any degree | that society which we are trying to
to produce a condition that is de- | build up, and supply its place with
of our race, |elements of & homogeneous texture,
we owe it to that class of men, we |of & more durable fibre, aud reeon-
owe it to men that have been firm |struct it upon the bases developed
| and true to their convictions of what | by the prineiples of the everlasting

almost im-[|embraced the

the relation which thege [and I revere and honor the memo-| preme
principles bear to our conditions of | ries of such men who did what|[only governe, but buillt the uni-
life, including the pbysical and |they could to fulfill the purposes of | verse, the great architect of the
their great creator, the father of the | heavens.
The plan of human redemption, | human race and the creator of all [ence; that he is a rewarder of all
I honor their|them that dilige
Ir they were not in|telieve in the Lord Jesus Christ,
possession of so much truth as | his only-begotten son, who came

conceive to be in the mosat
perfect accord wi h the principles of
truth already revealed, they are
sure to be met with the same old
: the same weapons of warfare
that are strewn around over the
battle grounds of the ages are eager-
iy- clutehed by some of thesturdy
veterane who will grab at any-
thing—infidel, sceptie, heterodox,
fapatic, immoral, and it matters
not what the odium attached to
such words may be, a8 long as they
think they can be used to arrest
the progress of truth, ef principle,
of doetrine which has not been in-
corporated in their views.

bate race. And let me
was It in the Uays of Jes
great prototype of human
tion, this
the purest of
Christian
BPOA

given under heaven wherty
can be saved but the

We talk sbout our progressive en-
lightenment} we talk of our advan-
civg intelligence} we speak elo-
quently of the march of intellect,

which are praise-worthy and of|and yet we are fiee to condemn

every effort that is made by the
world’s most staunch advocate of
human progress, in feeling after the
foundation of society, in feeling
after the foundatien of faith, in
seeking to determine thesoundness
or the unsoundness of principles,
and if we discover that our fathers

done good in any capacity or|atesour grapes, and we their ehil-
to-day owes any- [dren have bad . our teeth set on
great mo- | edge, we wish to administer some

panacea to remove the difficulty,
change the elements that
the foundation of

gospel, which brings life and im-
mortality to lightPand we are con-
fronted with the ecry of ¢fools,”
“fanatics’”’ and a verygreat number
of uncomplimentary terms, But 1

good will of | bave longago, my friends, come to
those who were floating with the | the conclusion that there is a great
our experiences and verified the |tide of popularity, and to men who | deal eaid when there is very little
have stood firm and true and in-| meaning to be drawan frcm what
flexible to their convictions of right. | has been gaid in relation to these
Have there been such men? Yes,| men, They are “as sounding brass
»If | my brethren and sisters. I rejoice|or atinkling cymbal.”
the Son, therefore, shall make you | that through the sable darkpess,
free, yo shall be free indeed,”” Our|that tbrough
priociples are simple; they are per- [ penetrable clouds that intervene
spicuous; they are clear; they are | between us to-day and the ages of
| self-evident; they become self-evi-|Lhe past we can see glimpses, scin-
dent to every mind capable of per-|tillas of light that illsmined time,

»

We, jas Latter-day BSaints have
Gospel of Jesus
Christ. Whatis that Gospel? It is
faith in God; it is an avowed con-

fession of the existence of
a Deity, that there is a su-
intelligence that not

We belleve in his exisi-
ntly seek him. We

those who followed them; if their|into the world in the meridian of
want of our natures, with every |philosopby was not &ssound, and | time to announce the message of

be remembered that they
g0 far advanced as to b= able to

light they pos-:ersed, I, for one,
cherish with fou
memories of such people.

emembrancethe | saw, having its feet

if in their theology there were | mercy, who proclaimed principles | particularly with men whe
greater incongruities, yet it must|of eternal tiuth, who made known |jumped at conclusions
were not | the conditions whereby mankind
per~- | could attain salvation,couid elevate
| ceive their errors, and if they were | himself by the means provided in
devoled and sincere in the course | this
they pursued, living up to the best | tion from his low estate, that he

great echeme of man’s redemp-

might ascend the ladder that Jacub
placed upon
the earth and its tep reaching to

But there is a very anomalous | heaven; whereby he might elim!

mental etate in

existiong
midst of

the buman

and principles; which are perha

eutered into the constitution ‘of
their own religion, pbilosophy,,
politics or science, Whenever a
new trath is introduced, the stub-
born and inflexible conservators
of antiqusted notions and ideas are
to widen the area of their
thoughts and extend the boundary

ef their reflecticns still outwarg.
And itisrefreehing'when we discov-
er one here and there the world over
entertaining the sensible views ex

pre:sed in the language of Hum-
boldt, the German paturalist:

*Wesk mindscomplacently believe
that in their own age humanity

F'
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point of intellectuxal greatness, for-
getting that by the iuternal co”

nection existing among all n#’
al phenomena, in proportion
advance, the field to be t’
acquires
that it % |
which® incessantl

.-ﬁul"
o e
ditional exter,. /A¥eId
‘bounded be ﬂﬁ’dt -ty
the eyes of the ingo* belore
bly true, bow suk
are these words

ble map, r
minds of t!

atife to

g en by this no-

4c 19th century! Are we

y r ,g,,%,
9 r#r.?’.’ ow forci-

antially correct | Holy Ghost.
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tence,

forsak! 4o of every evil habit of
whif 5 we have .a knowledge of |

thr : T :
have attained to the culwisating |t JRIVORIIL © W, LU ) S0

the | round after round, receiving line
family, | upen line, precept upon
which is not & new one, however. | here & littieand there a little, until
[t is the constant battle that is be- | we shall become a perfect man in :
ing waged by antiquated theories] Chbrist Jesus our Lordv . We believe | bitternees an
ps| then in Jesus Christ.as the Bavior
vstablishea in the bearts of the ma- | of the world. We. believe .in the |
Jorities, whenever a new truth is|gospel he rece:ved and the prinegi-
introduced to the world, whenever | ples of that gospel which bave been
a principle that has not been recog- |handed down to us by Matthew,
uized di<tivetly as such has not | Mark, Luke and Jobn, the four

1ecpt,

‘bistorians who compiled the his-|immutable,

tory.of bis ministry and recorded
the principles be taught., We be-

|lieve them to be etsroal truth; we

believe them to be esscntial to the
salvatien of mankind.

repented of:

a repentence which
brings (o1’ . traits o

uits anete for repen-
DY smely a forsakiog of sin, a

aerefrom and seeking to the Lord
our God with full purpote of heart,
adorning  our Jives with his dooc
trive, with his sacred precepts and
priveiples, believing that *‘the fear
of the Lord is the beginuing of wis-

ty.”’ We believe in baptism for the
remission of sius'and in the layiog

,,iga of the brightest| much more.

on of hands for thé reception of the

Now, we. believe all thig and

to be included among the

Chri,

elements of society; we are gy
ered Pagans, heathens, oy

barbarians, an immoral and 2

ak, by

’i

great master-teach

all trutht;j
ministers ,&._.i
k  eloquently from |
pulpit to their congregation
ipg them that there is

Dnam
sue) and yet when men
as our Elders do, declaring |
soberness that they have the y
sage of life and salvation refs
from the heavens, which i
power of God unto salvation f§
that believe and obey, and)
these men permission 1o pr
them and their p2ople 31
of the meek and lowly Jesus
same once despised INazareps |
their pulpits er lectare platimn
and they at once expres lis
selves fearful least we &hold
oculate them with this i
contagion. What do wem
The self-eame principis|
Jepus taught,. We do nal
as expressive of a high &
mind to be combative, to &
cuesion, but we are atthed
of the unbelieving world g
ope principle of our fundais
doctrines, revealed {o us inii
by Joseph Smith, or by Jesusl
as the Savior cf the world, th
not in perfect harmony will
highest conceptions and the}
pure naturesthe word ever)
and is pot in perfect eonsomw
with the declarativus of haw
We have had men questioy
have had men contradiel iy
bave had people tell us u&
duped and Jed estray, butth
ple assertions are of no W
value unsupported in legis
argument., Our doctrines:
cally pure, they are aotis
sound according to the enl¥
ment of divinity contained b
mest ancient of books, ali
Bible; not only our firet g
but all other principles s
to it, including our :ocis™™
tion, which is the greab W
contention with the moralll
our day. I dare not pecmitoy
to talk upon this question &'
present time, [ am 80 thorow
disgusted with the rottepnesi
the canting. hypecrisy of g
and with the infidelity of I
cial relations, and with ¥
tire degeueracy of the-!
of our age,to talk upon this

have reached them wilboll
suring every step they havw
without analyzing the eléF
the doetrines they call in
but we can say in meeknes*
and in coufidence, witho
cricy and without a zeal tb
in accordance with Enowle@
with a zeal that is being fai

to a glow that becomes hot
that we Enew our doctrib
God and the whole world¥®

ose its prineiples lieint
hit! > dr;n the bondg

quity... .

I feel grateful, my breth
sisters, that we have s rel
is seli-sustainjng; * that we!
(aith whose foundations 8

and heaven, wheee bulWs
indestructible
We  may fight ¢
did the ancients; our
may fight those doctrio

We believe | roundiog _
in repentapce of all past sipns; aland Phariseesy; and the v
gebuine and sincesre repentance— |cordant faiths duriog the
oot a; professed epeniuuce, but s |are past; but truth, hike £,
repentance, W} ioh need not to be | moud, is unchangeable i8

| moud still, and. like U

dom: and before houor is buwili-|

|

the unbelieviog Jew, auv
unbelieving

ture, it ia unbedimmed
eternal lustre. You may £
on it the odium of grot
ials; you may endeavor ﬂﬁ
it from the gaze of the
eover it up in reproach, it |

g0
aﬁﬁ
ene day triumph nnwmg
roll forth in its own, ety
borrowed lustre and bright"
vindicate its own € 'ﬂhi
will be with the truths?
pel we have embraced.
received it from God, [ 80
but one thing to fesr m’oﬂd
afraid of the prejudice ':J-""’T

‘Qur doetrinés have | bear
béeen before the world for mapy |[and
yesr  Our Church works contuin | versd]
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