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albi adan with a pietpicturesquepicturesuresguoquo group of
fl
roundroundroand turretted towers of the sixteenth
century very useless against four

krup field pieces whitsthis build
ing 1I1 believe Is now an arsenal be-
yond this was the citadel in the heart
of sedan onoil a rising hillbill above the
meuse toth the southeastabutbutbub completecomplete-
ly commanded by hills OBon both sas1sidesbideses of
the river which runs lain front of the
citadel

the french had flooded the low mea-
dows lain the valley before coming to the
railroad bridge at batailleBa in order to
stop theth germans from advancing on
the town in that direction with their
usual stupidity for one can find no oth-
er word for it the french had failed
to mine the bridge at batailleBa and it
was of immense service to the prussians
throughout the battle the prussians
actually threw up earthwormsearthworksearthworks on the
iron bridge itself to protect it from the
french who more than once attempt-
ed early in the dayto storm the bridge
in the hope of breaking the bavarian
communication between the right and
left banks of the mensemeuse this they
wereere unable to do and although their
cannon shot hadbad almost demolished the
parapet of the bridge the bridge itself
was neverneven materially damaged on the
projecting spurs of the hillbill crowned by
the woods of ofor which I1 have
already spoken the bavariansBavarians had
stood two batteries of sixsis
rifled breech loading stesteel krupp
guns which kept up a duello
till the very end ofof thothe day
with the siege guns ofsedan across the
meusemouseNi still furtnerfurther totb the rank flank
aior rather to the east for our line was a
circular one a crescent at first with
sedan in the centre like the etaratar on
the turkish standard was an andula
ting plain above the village of batailleBa
terminating about a mile and a half
west of sedan at the woods nearnean rub

and medway that is to say in
the line from BasBabataillesille north there is a
ravine watered by a tiny brook which
was the scene of the most desperate

1 struggle and of the most frightful
slaughter of the whole battle this
stream whose name I1 have forgotten

t if it everever hadbad otleone runs right behind
the town of sedan from the woods of
Fliegreuse on the north behind the
town rises a hill dotted with cottages
and fruitfruitt laden orchards and crowned
by the woodswooda which runs
down to the valley of which I1 have
just spoken

between the road and town were
several french camps their whole
shelter of tents standing clear against
the dark forest of trees in the camp
we could see throughout the dayflay huge
masses of troops which were not used
even during the height of battle they
stood as idle as fitzjohn porter at the
second battle of bull buubunruu we imagin-
ed that they must have been undiscip-
lined gardes mobile whom the french
generals dared not bring out against
their enemy the prussians to the

leftleft of the three french camps separ
aced from them by a wooded ravine
kvasivaswas a long hill 11something6mething like one of
those in jlonglong bland81 aud this hill on
which were some of the hardest fights
of the day formed one of the keysbeys to

A the position of the french army
when once its crests were covered with
prussian artillery the whole town of
sedan was at the mercy of the german
guns as they were not only above town
but the town was almost within musket
range of them further to the left lay
the village of illy which was set on nilefilefirfix e
early in the day byby the french shells
a broken railway bridge blown up by
the french to protect their right was
aconspicuous object The right above
the railroad bridge on thelthelinelneine to biesmea
sieres was a wooded hill crowded by
men it was here that the crown

4 princesprince and his staTstaff stood during the
day havingahavin a rather more extensive but I1

ia less central view and therefore more
desirable than ours where stood the
kingring count bismarck vonV on roon the
war minister general molmoiMoltkeake and Ggenen
elais sheridan and forsythe to saysav no
thing of your correspondent

having thus endeavored
pointed idea of the scene of what iais inall probability the decisive battle of thewar I1 will give an account of thetion of tthebe different corps at the comcoinmencement of action promising thatJ hilhiiill11 movements were of the simplest pos

1 1191tivi blebie nature the object of the
hilaasilantl Uisianlaalan generals being merely to close

I1 the crescent of troops with which they
beganbelan into a circle by effecting a
junction between tilethe saxon coreorcorps9
one of their right and the prussianan
corpsarps on their left this junction tookj
Pplacesee about noon near the little village
of delydeiy on the base of thet a kilwine be-
hind sedanbedan of which I1 have already
spokenbroken once this terrible circle form

ed andnd wwellweilelleil formed together it grew
steadily1elleti 1 smaller and smaller unil at
last the fortifications of sedan itself
entered it onoil the extreme right were
the saxons one corps darbee with
king NVwilliamsIlliams guards had suffered
terribly at Gravellotte where they met
the imperial guguardalaguarardanadand the king would
not allow them to be so cruelly deci-
mated justice compels me to state that
this arrangement was very far from
being pleasing to the guards themselves
who were very anxious to be in the
front of the battle the guardsguarda and
saxons then about 50 strong were
all day on the right bank of the
meusemease between and
vbpela at which latter village prince
alberter t of saxony who was in
command of two corps which had
been formed into a little extra army by
themselves by day light of thursday
the ground from Rubibublcourt to the
meuse was occupied by the first ba-
varian corps the second bavarian
corps extended their front near the
batailleBaza ille railroad bridge to a point onoli
the highway from Doncherry and
sedan not far from the little village of
torrey below the hill on which the
crown prince placed the ground
from joreh to illy through the
large village of bloingfloing was held by
the firsthandfirstand second prussian corps be-
longing to prince frederick charles
and temporarily attached to the arlariarmyny
of the crown prince this was the
position of the troops at about nine

on thursdayday morning sept ast1st
and no great advance took place till
later than that for the artillery had at
first all the work to do still further
to the left near twenty
thousand Wurtemburgers ready to cast
off the french from in case
of their making a push for that fortress

the number of the prussian troops
engaged was estimated by gen moltke
at andunit that of the french atwewe know that Mcmcmahonblahon had
with him on tuesday men
that is four corps ofochiahis own that was
lately commanded by gen de failleyFalleailley
and under gen lebrun that of felix
donay or rather of gen abel donay
killed at weissenburg and the fourth
corps principally composed of the garde
mobile the name otof whose commander
has escaped me mcmahon although
wounded commander in chief on the
french aldeaide

it iais almost needless to say that the
real i s chief of tilethe
stansblans was von make with the crown
prince and prince albert of saxony
who were immediately in command
there were a few stray cannon shots
fired merely sighting shots however
but the real battle did not com-
mence until six becoming a
sharp artillery fight at nine when the
batteries had each got within easy
range and the sheils began to do ser-
ious mischief at eleven fifty five the
valley in the rear of sedan which had
opened about 1125 became exceedingly
lively being one continual rattle only
broken by the growling of the guns
which played with deadly effect in the
saxon and bavarian columns gen
sheridan by whose side I1 was standing
told me behe did not ever remember of
hearing such a well sustained small
arms fire it made itself heard above the
roar of the batteries at our feet at
twelve a prussian battery of six
guns on the slope above the broken
railway bridge over the meuse near
lavalletteLavellette had silenced two batteries
of french gun a at the foot of bare hills
already mentioned near the village of
flarry at ten minutes past 1120
no longer supported by their artilartilleryleryleri
they were compelled to retire to clairy
antlanil soon after the junction between the
saxons and prussians behind sedan
was announced to us by general
voa boonroon who was eagerly peer-
ing through a large telescope as
being safely completed from this
moment the results of the battle could
nomo longerlenger be doubtful the french were
completely surrounded and brought to
baybayo at 1225 we were all astonished to
seeeee crowds of retreating french infant-
ryI1 on the hillbill between flarry and
sedan the prussian battery making
good practice with the percussion shells
amongst the receding ranks the
whole hill for a quarter of an hour
was covered with frenchmen running
rapidly less than half an hour after
1260 gen van roon called our atten-
tion to another frerichfrench column in full
retreat to the right of sedan on the
road leading from gazellesBa to lagarenneLagaIjagavenne
wood they never halted until they got
to a small red roofed house on the out-
skirts of sedan itself almost at the
israe moment general sheridan who

I1 wasvas using myray opera glassclass asked me
molook at tbthee third french column
inmovingoving up the road through Lagalagarennevenne

above sedan doubtless to support the
troops defending the important bazel
lea ravine to the northeast of the
town at one the frenchtrench bat-
teries on the edge of the road towards
tory and above it opened a vigorous
fire on the advancing prussian columns
of the third corps whose evident
intention it was to storm the hill
north west of lagarenneLagavenne and to
gain the key of the position on that
side at yet another
french battery near the wood opened
on the prussian column which were
compelled to keep shifting their ground
till ready for their final rush at the
hills and in order to avoid offeringing BOso
good a mark to french shells shortly
afterward we saw the first prussian
skirmishers agn the crest of thelathelia
gadenne killshills above toney they did
not seem in strength and gen sheri-
dan who was standing behind nieme ex-
claimed oh the beggars were too
weak they can nevnevererholdhodl that position
against all those french the gener-
als prophesy soon proved correct for
the french advancing at least six to
one the prussians were forced to re-
treat down the hill to seekbeek reinforce-
ments from the columns which were
hurrying to theirthein support in nivefive min-
utes they came to the attack again
this time they were in greater force
but were still terribly inferior to re-
sist those huge french masses good
heavens the french cuirassiers ariar
going to charge them cried general
sheridan and sure enough a regiment
of cuirassierscuirassiers their helmets and breast
plates flashing in the septemseptemberer sun
lormform in sections of squadrons and dash
down upon the scattered prussian skir-
mishers without turning to form in
line squares are never used by
them the prussian infantry re-
ceived the chirascuirassiers with a crushing
quick firmat about a hundred yardsards dis-
tance loading and firing with extreme
rapidity and unfailing precision into
the dense french squadrons the ef-
fect was startling over went horses and
men in numbers in masses in hun-
dreds aandnd regimentsregi mentsmenta of proud french
cuirassiers went hurriedly back faster
than they came back they went
scarcely a regiment in strength and not
at all a regiment in form its comelycomety
array was suddenly changed into shape-
less and helpless crowds of flying men
the moment the cuirassiers turned
back the brave prussians actually
dashed forward in hot pursuit at double
quick the infantry plainly pursuing the
flying cavalry such a thing has not
often been recorded in the annals of war
I1 know not when an example to com-
pare precisely with this has occurred
there was no more striking episode in
the battle when the french infantry
saw the cavalry was thus fleeing before
foot soldiers they in their turn came
forward and attacked the prussians
the prussian infantry waited quietly
enduring the rapid and telling fire from
the Chassepots until their enemies hadbad
drawn so near as to be within a hun-
dred yards from them then they re-
turned with the needle gun the rapid
are from the Chassepots and the
french infantry could no more endure
the prussian fire than their cavalry to
whose rescue they had come the
infantry fled in turn and followed the
cavalry to the place fromflorn which they
came that is beyond the ridge some
five hundred yards on the way to
sedan

ILLINOIS
the most disasterous conflagration

which has visited this city for years
occurred this evening involving the
entire destruction of one of the finest
blocks in the city andnd a loss of between
three and four million dollars and ibsitsibb is
now feared from ten to fifty lives the
fire broke out about five pm in the five
story building oflaflin butlerbatler and colagos11
paper warehouse on wabash avenue
between washington and madison st
being south of the store in the elegant
block owned by john B drake of tre
mont house 3 V farrelleFarwelle co and
thatcher bros the buildings all being
five stories high with a basement and
french roof the fire spread with fear-
ful rapidity to farwell coscolo immense
wholesale dry goods store adjoining
and in au incredible short space of time
both buildings were wrapped in flames
large numbers of employedemp loyes of farwell
and others went into the store and
werewerd engaged onba the first and second
floor getting outbut goodsgods shortly before a
portion of the wailswalls fell carrying down
both floors and risrioit is bellbeilbelievedeved that nothotbt
all of them got out some personspersonsbeb
lieve that fifty men were still in the
building when the floors fell and thattat
they all perished

it is generally thought however that

not moremoroore than ten or twelve were lost
and this even is not certain several
firemen were injured by the falling
walls from farwell coscols the fire
spread to drakes block over the most
magnificent structures in the city oc-
cupied by kirkland ordway co
wholesale boot handshoe manufacturers
and by smith nixon and lyon
healey music dealers and although
this building did not burn eoso rapidly as
the others at this hour midnight
nothing but the north and west walls
remain the losses so far as ascertain
edof john VFarwell codry goodsilgoodsis
one million one hundred thousand dol-
lars to one million eight hundred thous-
and dollars insurance nine hundred
thousand kirkland ordway co
boots and shoes two hundred and fifty
thousand insurance smith
nixon and lyons healey music

insurance laflin but-
ler co insured
field lieten co had worth
of dry goods stored in one of the burned
buildings insured for the
loss in the buildings amounted to about

some of the goods were saved
from the lower floors but most of all
the stock was consumed immense
crowds estimated at gathered in
the vicinity crowding the streets and
vacant lots

HOMESTEAD LAWkaw
by act of congress of may 20 1862

any person who is the head of a familyfatally
or who has arrived at the age of twenty
one years or has performed service
in the army or navy and is a citizen of
the united states or shall have filed
his declaration of intention to become
suehsuch and has never borne arms against
ththe government of the united states
or given aid and comfort toi ts enemies
shall from and after the letiet of january
1863 be entitled to enter a quarter sec-
tion acres of public
land upon which he or she may have
already filed a preemptionpre emption claim or
which is subject to preemptionpre emption at
per acre or 80 acres of
lands at 2 50 per acre in order to
make his or her title goodgo such lands
however such person must make aff-
idavit that such application is made
for his or her exclusive use and
benefit and that said entry is made for
the purpose of actual settlement and
cultivation and not either directly or
indirectly for the use or benefit of any
other person or persons whomsoever
andarid upon filing the affidavitaffidavit and pay-
ing the sum of ten dollars to the regis-
ter or receiver such person shall be al-
lowed to enter the land specified but
no certificate or patent is issued for the
land until five years from the date of
such entry and the land must during
that time be improved and not alien
abed it cannot be taken for debt atany time within two years after the ex-
pirationpiration of said five years the person
making the entry or ginglnjinin case of his or
her death his widowwidow or heirs may on
proof by two witnesses that he or she
has cultivated or improved saideaid land
has not alienated any part of it and has
borne true allegiance to the united
states be entitled to a patent if at that
time a citizen of the united states in
case of the abandonment of the lands by
ththe epersonperson making the entry for a pe-
riodtiodosof more than six months stoneatoneat one
time they revert to the united states
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