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REMARKS
By Elder ORSON PRAIT, De-
livered at the General Confer-
ence, in the New Tabernacle, Salt

Lake City, Monday Morning,
April Tth, 1873.

REPORTED BY DAVID W. EVANS.

IT 18 A pleasure to me to bear testi-
mony to the great work which God
has revealed, and which he is es-
tablishing on the earth. It has
been a pleasure for me to do_so for
nearly forty-three years. In the
early rise of this Church, when I
was but a youth of nineteen, God
revealed to me the truth concern-
ing this great latter-day work, and
I have felt from that day until the
present time to bear my testimony
to the same, being commanded so
to do. I have esteemed it above
all otherthings. The things of this
world have been nothing to me,
when compared with the ministry,
or declaring the truth to mankind,
We have one of the most important
messages to deliver to the children
of men that has ever been commu-
nicated to mortals—a dispensation
of the same gospel as was commit-
ted to men in the early ages of the
world, and in the different dispen-
gations down to the coming of
Christ. In addition to this, which
renders our message of still more
importance to the human family, is
the fact that we are living in the
last dispensation that will be given
to mankind, called the dispensation
of the fulness of times. All prece-
ding dispensations have come to an
end, apparently, and those who
have embraced the doctrines or
principles communicated to them
have passed away,and darkness has
intervened. But in this last dispen-
sation which God has given to man
there will be no uprooting and des-
truction of his kingdom from the
earth—it is established never more
to be thrown down, in fulfillment
of ancient prophecy. This is what
makes this dispensation of greater
impo
preceded it.

Here in these mountains is estab-
lished a kingdom, not earthly or
transient in its nature with officers
who are called by uninspired men,
but a kingdom that is divine, and
which acknowledges the Great Re-
deemer and Savior as its King and
Lawgiver. It must endure for ev-
er.

I look back with great pleasure
upon the history of this people‘from
the commencement down to the
present time. I see what God has
wrought in their behalf; I see what
he has accomplished among the na-
tions. It is true that we have not
continued as faithful in all things as
we should. We have not made that
progression in this kingdom that
we ought. We have been perhaps
slow to hearken in all things to the
counsels which God has given, and
the order which he has revealed,
and which was intended to be of
the greatest advantage’ to and to

roduce the greatest amount of

appiness among the Saints of the
Mecest High. 1 say that, in some
respects, we have been slow toobey
the order of Heaven. In many
things we have done well. When
the doctrines of faith, repentance
and baptism for the remission of
sing, the baptism of fire and the
Holy Ghost through the laying on
of the hands of the servants of God,
were taught to us, we laid hold of
them with full purpose of heart.
We covenanted before high
heaven that we would keep the
commandments of the Lerd accord-
ing to the best of the ability which
we had. We did well in embra-
cing these heavenly principles.

When God spake to us some
forty-two or forty-three years ago
and commanded us—then scatte
about in the State of New York—
to gather up to Ohio,we did well in
hearkening to that commandment,
and coming together in Kirtland—
then in Geauga County. Again,
when God gave a commandment
thrﬂuﬁh his servant, the Prophet
Joseph, to gather up from all parts
of the United States and from a
nucleus in Jackson County, in the
Rtate of Missouri, we did well in

obeying that commandment.
When God, by the mouth of his
servant, commanded that we

should go forth and officiate and be
baptized for and in behalf of our
dead kindred, we did well in per-
forming that which we were com-
manded to do. When he com-
manded his Saints, scattered abroad
in foreign countries, to gather to
this continent all who gathered in
obedience to that requirement,with
full purpose of heart to do his will
did well. When we were driven

. 2

rtance than all which have P

from our inheritances in Jackson
County, Missouri, and our lands
and houses and goods were spoiled
we did well in being faithful to
'God. When our enemies,a few years
after, rose en masse and drove
us from our beautiful city of Nau-
voo into these inhospitable western
wilds, where to all human appear-
ance we must perish of starvation,
we did well to brave the dangers
of the desert, and the difficulties
we had to encounter in coming to
these mountains. In many other
things, too, we have done well.
There are some few things, how-
ever, which I wish to name, where-
in I, think a great reformation is
needed among the people of God.
I read in this book, called the Book
of Mormon, of a certain order, in
regard to temporal things, which
existed soon after the days of
Christ, which was revealed and es-
tablished by him for the benefit of
the Saints who lived on this Western
Hemisphere. It was the highest
order and law of the kingdom of
God in regard to temporal things. I
read that the ancient Saints upon
this continent entered into that or-
der with all their hearts. They
were not a small handful of people
like the Latter-day Saints, but they
were spread over the whole
of North and South America.
Millions on milliens of people
dwelt in large and populous cities
in the four quarters of this great
Western Hemisphere, and they all
entered inte this heavenly order
which God had established on this
continent and continued therein
for 167 years.

What was that order? They had
all things in common. Not an iso-
iated few where Jesus ministered to
them; not a few individuals who
dweltin a certain region of country,
but the Savior having chosen twelve
disciples from among the multitude
to whom he appeared, they were
sent forth upon all the face of the
land, and so great were the eviden-
ces given, concerning the appear-
ance of Jesus, that the whole peo-
le were converted unto the Lord
and they were willing to be guideci
by those servants who were called
and ordained to administer in their
m idst.

Prior to that time there were
rich and poor among the people,
and, from the history given, no
doubt an order of things existed on
this continent in those days resem-
bling that which now exists among
all the nations and kingdoms of the
earth—some lifted up in pride and
in pn%ulnrity because of their great
wealth, others bowed down in the
dust because of their poverty, and
class distinctions prevailed until
this new order of things was estab-
lished. What a Dblessed people!
How happy they must have been !
No poor either in North or South
America. No beggars in the streets
of their great cities, but all the pro-

rty— the gold and silver, the
gzcks and herds, and everything
E;,ﬂt was tﬁalﬂulatped_ to 1Eua. g life

ppy in the possession of and en-
jﬂye%, as stewards, by the whole
people. No inequality, so far as
this was concerned, for the pattern
was after the order of heavenly
things.

Now let us ask the qguestion—has
(God ever revealed to the Latter-da

Saints the necessity of entering into
this heavenly order in regard to
their wealth? He has. hen?
When we gathered up to Jackson
county in the State ot Missouri. In
the year 1831, the land was conse-
crated and set apart by revelation
for the erection thereon of a great
and heavenly ecity unto the Most
High God. Not theold Jerusalem,
but a new Jerusalem, a city of Zion.
God, by the mouth of his servant
Joseph, who for a short s of
time dwelt in the midst of the peo-
ple there, revealed the law of con-
secration, not the law of tithing,
buf the law of consecration. Let
me repeat that law, Latter-day
Saints, for as it is a Jaw which will
come in force at some future period
of our history, it will not be amiss
for us to understand its nature and
to prepare to approximate to its
requirements, . so that when it is
introduced amongst us we may
take hold of it with all our hearts.
When we went up to that country
in 1831, the commandment of the
Most High to the Saints was that
they should consecrate all that they
had. Not one-tenth merely, not
the surplus of their property, but
all that they had, whether it was
gold, silver, household furniture,
wearing apparel, jewelry, horses,
cattle, wagons, mechanical tools,
machfnary, or whatever wealth or
property they possessed, they were
to consecrate the whole and de-
liver it unto the Lord’sjudge in the

midst of Zion. Who was he? The
bishop. In those days we had not
the necessity of so many bishops as
now. We were a small people
then, and the bishop in Zion, under
the direction of the highest au-
thorities of the church, he being
Euided and inspired by the Holy
host, was to take charge of all
the consecrations of ‘he people of
the Most High. This made them
all equal, every person stood upon
the same platform,possessing noth-
ing to begin with. All was conse-
crated and became the common
property of the church.
ow how was this common pro-
perty te be used? First, the Saints
needed land, they needed means to
build habitations; they needed
farming utenslis; they needed
flocks and herds; they needed
manufacturing establishments;they
needed mercantile and all fxinda
of mechanical business to be intro-
duced into their midst, just as fast
as they procured means suflicient.
By whom were the stewardships of
the Saints laid off? The Lord’s
{udge or bishop in Zion purchased
and from the United S
then laid off to each man his stew-
ardship accnrdin% to the number
of his family. hose who were
mechanics received the tools neces-
sary to work with; those who were
called upon to engage in some
business wherein a greater amount
of capital was needed had a capital
accordingly. That is, that was the
intention as the common property
of the church should increase.
Perhaps the question may be ask-
ed, could this equality be main-
tained from that time, henceforth
and forever? If there had been no
law given instructing us how this
equality could be maintained the
people, before twelve months had
away, would have been
unequal again. Why? Because a
man, perhaps, of small talent,
or abi ity might mismanage his
stewardship or inheritance, and
instead of gaining anything he
would lose. Another man, having
a little more talent and industry,
and perhaps a little more wisdom,
would gain a little. Another man’s
business tact and knowledge were
perhaps such that he could on
a large manufacturing establish-
ment, and in a short time he would
gain his thousands, and thus in the
course of a year we would again
have had rich and poor if God had
not provided against it.

What provisions did the l.ord
make in order to maintain
this equality among his Saints
permanentlyl? He made this ar-
rangement by law—that every man
should be counsidered asteward first,
and prove himself a wise steward
before he could be entitled to an
everlasting inheritance. These
stewards were to render an account
to the gudge in Zion of their
stewardships, or in other words as
it is wiitten in the Book of Doctrine
and Covenants—‘‘It is required of
every steward to render an account
of his stewardship, both in time
and eternity.” (Doc. & Cov. Sec.
ey rerl:)

To whom does he render this re-
Enrt or account? To the Lord’s
ishop or bishops, as the case may
be; he reports what he has done

Y | with the means entrusted to his

care. If a man has been entrusted
with fifty or with a thousand dollars,
or with a million, to carry on some
branch of business he must, at the
dne of the year, render an account
of that stewardship. If a man is
only entrusted with a small farm,
he renders an account of his steward-
ship at the end of the year,and thus
all those who are occupied in these
different branches of trade, render
accounts of their stewardships, con-
secrating, at the end of the year,
all that they have gained,exceptin
what it has cost to feed and clothe
them. Are they not equal? Yes,
and this maintains a permanent
equality ; for the man who has
gained a bundred thousand in his

stewardship consecrates all that he
has not used ; and " the
man with a smaller stew-
ardship who in the whole

year, has only gained fifty dollars
over and above what he has used,
consecrates that fifty. The man
who has gained most consecrates
most, the man whe has gained
least consecrates the least. This
reduces them yearly to the same
I}o&itiun and condition as they were
n, when they commenced this
heavenly order.

Did the people carry out this law?
No. Why? Because they had im-
bibed the notions which had pre-
vailed among the people of the
whole earth, and these notions were
in direct opposition to the order of
heaven, he notions and tradi-

E

tions of the world were that every
man must be for himself, every
family for themselves, and they

must Jabor with their might, mind
and strength to gain all they possi-
bly could gain, and use it only for
themselves and their generations
after them, caring nothing at all
about their neighbors. These tra-
ditions had been instilled into our

minds, and we were too full of
covetousness and of false notions
about property to carryout the law
of , and hence many, when
they came up to Zion, looked
abroad upon that beautiful, rich
soil, and the excellent groves of
timber, and the fine prairies aud
meadows, with springs breaking
forth in numerous places, as they
do in Jackson County, and their
souls lusted after these things, and
the rich man said, “No, I will not
consecrate all my :Ernperty I will
go to the General Land Office and
gurchm for myself, and I will
uy largely in order that I may
sell to my poor brethren when they
come up here. I will buy land and
speculate upon it, and make m
fortune.” That was the feeling
which existed in the hearts
of some of the Latter-day Saints.
God saw, this, and reproved us
by revelation, and he said
to the ple in Jackson Coun-
ty, by the mouth of his servant
oseph, that if they did not repent
of this covetousness he would pluck
them up and send them out of Zion,
for said he, ““The rebellious are not
of the blood of Ephraim, wherefore
they shall be plucked up and sent
away out of the land.” God ful-
filled this’ revelation—he did pluck
up the people; he did cast them
away out of that land in the year
1833. Some two years and a few
months after we first began to set-
tle that country we were cast out
of the lJand—plucked up, just as the
Lord had predicted; and we were
told that it was because of our sins

and covetousness that we were sent
away. .

Did the Lord forsake ur? No; he had
compassion upon us, as he had wupon
ancient Isracl, when they were cast away
out of their land from time to time. In
what reepect did he have compassion upon
us? When he saw the hold that the tra-
ditions in which we had been trained had
upon our hearts, he revoked, for the time
being, the law of full consecration. Says
one, *““What! God revoke a command-
ment?? Yes, that is the way he did in
ancient times, and he is the same God
yet. He did it for our good; for if that
law had been in full force this people

E | like the higher law.

would not have been in these mountains

‘this day. Our selfishness and covetous-

ness are so great that, as a people, we
never would have complied with it. A few
amongst us might have done so, but as a
people we should have beeu overcome and
ruined; but owing to that law being re-
voked, many of us will now, perhaps, be
saved. 4

In the year 1534, a few months after we
were driven out from that goodly land,
(God said unto us in a revelation, given on
Fishing River, ‘‘Let those laws and com-
mandments which I have given concern-
ing Zion and her properties, be executed
and fulfilled after her redemption.” Thas
you see, Latter-day Saints, that we are
not under the law of full consecration,and
if not under the law we are not under the
penalty thercof. Where Lhere is a law
there is a penalty, and when we transgress
the law we incur the penalty; but having
been relieved, for a period, from the exe-
cution of that law, we were placed under
another law, which, in some respects,
may be considered an inferior law. When
was that law given? In 1838, some five
yvears after we were driven forth from ounr
stewardships, What is that law? Itis
calledjthe law of tithing. What is thelaw
of tithing? Part of that law enjoins it upon
the Salnts as a duty to pay into the Lord’s
storchouse one-tenth of all their annual
But let me refer you to the ful-
ness of the law of tithing, for, although
an inferior law, I fear that, as a people
we have not kept it. The first part
of that law requires every man, when he
comes into the midst of the ple of
God, to consecrate all his surplus proper-
ty, reserving to kimself a certain portion.
This is mot a fall consecration
Latter-day Baints
have we kept this inferior law? Has the
man who ed great riches, when he
came to these mountains, and numbered
himself with the people of God, consecra-
ted all his surplus property, and after-
wardse paid a tenth of all his annual in-
come? 1 will tell you what we have done—
asa general thing we, rich and poor, have
kept all the property we had when "we
came here, and some have consecrated one-

income.

tenth part of their income, and so far as | P

this is concerned the people have no doubt
done very well, with some few exceptions;
and I am happy to beable to state, from in-
formation I have obtained from some of
the Bishops of the Church, that the Latter-
day Saints, now, are showing more deter-
miantion to pay their tithing, than they
ever have done heretofore

But let us come back to the other portion
of this inferior lJaw. Have we felt a dispo-
gition to consecrate our surplus property?
Go east, west, north and south, intoall our
settlements, and you willl find that the
men are fewand far between who conse-
crated their Eurglua property, when they
came here. Inthe first place, there have
been but few wealthy persons who have
come amongst us, and the people have been
their own Jjundges. Every man thought

that he bad no surplus, when he came here.

If hehad a hundred thousand dollars on
his arrival he has said or thought, “0, I
have made such and such caleulations. I
wish t0 become a merchant in the midst of
the le, and I need thousands and
thousa of dollars toset me up. I wish
to make thirty, forty, fifty or a hundred
per cent out of these poor , and to
enable me to do so I do not that any
of this hundred thousand dollars can be
called surplus property. I need itall, I can
not carry oun my merc unless I
have it all to set nie up.

Another man who wishes to start some
other braonch of tusiness makes his calcu-
lations 8o as to cover up all big property,
for he thinks he will need it all to enab
him to carry out the particular branch of
business which he to iutroduce into
these mountains, for he wants to get ex-
cecdingly rich before the law of full con-
seoration comes. When they are thus left
to be their own jud{lea, where is the man
who is honest enough in his feelings to say,
“Ithink I can spare fifty, twenty, ten, five
or one thousand dollars as surplus -
tz(?;" This in my opinion is wrong. D’l!her
ghould not be thelr own judgese. Who should
be the judges in this matter? The bishops
whom the lord has ﬁbpulnted in Zion, under
the counsel of the First Presidency of his
church and the counsels of the Holy Ghost
which rest mhem to guide their minds.
The people 8 ¢ honest enough when
they come up here with means, to say to
the bishops—*‘‘Here, I have g0 much means,
judee ve, how much of this shall be sur-
plus, and how much I shall retain.”

The reason I make these remarks is that

Y | I want this people to fully understand that

there is a law given, a law inferior to that
of full consecration, and for every man to
enquire whether he has carried out this
law according to the letter thereof. Per-
haps the time has not come even for this
law to be fulfilied in all its exactness. At
any rate we are driiting al in about the
same channel that the world does, 8o far as
our property is concerned, with ti:e excep-
tion of paying one-tenth of our annual in-
come into the Lord's store-house, and the
consequence is, there have become rich
and poorin Zion, some possessing their hun-
dreds of thousands, and others digging in
the dust, as it were, from year's end to
year's end. f

Howshall this be remedied? Is tne time
come for vs to excecute the higher law of
consecration? In undertaking to do so in
the settlements of this Terﬂtoﬁn what a
revolution it would produce? How many
would apostatize and go away from the

church! How many of those who are com-
grﬂ.tively wheat would be plucked up with
e tares if we were to undertake toenforeoe
the higher law of consecration, or the law
of tithing in all its fullness. And it would
produce the same revolutionary results in
most of the old settlements, because we are
not prepared for it. 1 do not see, for my
rt, how we can begin to approximate to
hat law of oneness in regard to our proper-
ty unless we commence in some new place,
where the church and the settlers ht be
gathered together and set a pattern for all
the rest. I do not know but we might ac-
complish it in that way. I hope t we
ghall see something that will do away with
these distinctions of classes. I hate to see
them in the midst of the people of God.
There are many men of wealth, wﬁMr
honest, upright men who would be ling
to do anyt that the Lord required at
their hands; while there are others who hug
their property close to their hearts, as
though it were dearer to them than any-
thing either in this world or in the world to
come. There are certalnly exisﬂnﬁcnuw
among us distinctions of classes which it
not checked, may prove *the overthrow of
many. For instance the rich can educatoe
their sons and daughters in the best schools,
academies and universitieg; others can not
do this, because of thelr po s " This
makes the children of the rich fesl
themselves above the children of the poor.
Have we not scen in our gatherings
for amusement these distinctions manifest-
ed? I have. [ haveseen those who were
poorly dressed come into our and
take a back seat, and there they would sit,
as the old saying ig, like “wallowers," dur-
ing the whole party. Who would be out on
the floor enjoying themselves? The rich.
But in many instances there are parties of
pleasure and amusement got wp among
the Saints, to which the poor are never in-
vited; they are got up only for those who
can dress in fine style, who can sweep the
floor of the ball réom with twe or three
vards of their dresses dragging after them.
With the feelings ‘engendered hﬁ&theae
distincetions of classes, there is not that fel-
lowship that should exist among the Baints
of the living God. If we » brethren
and sisters, to go back and build up the
waste places of Zion, and to see the
New Jerusalem erected upon the consecrat-
ed spot, let us endeavor to approximate
more nearly to the celestial law, when
we do get back there, and that law more
fully comes in force, we may ba able to
enter into it; for thus gaith the Lord, in this
Book of Covenants, ‘‘Zion cannot be built
up only according to the law of the celestial
ngdom, otherwise I can not reeceive her
unto myself.” We have got tocome to that,
and it is well for us, in my opinion, that we
begin to approximate as fast as possible,
that when the time shall come, we shall be
prepared for full consecration.
How long our President has laboredin
the midst of the people here to get them to
introduce home manufactures? How long
and loud he has lifted his voice, in connec-
tion with his counselors, and the Twelve
Apostles, to bring about this ; but the
people, instead of hearkening to1 coun-
sel, have imported from abroad almost
everything they needed. The President is
Tlling, but some of the people are not.
men.

At a recent meeting of the Bir-
mingham town council, Mr. Joseph
Chamberlain presented the follow-
ing memorial:—“We, inhabitants
of the borough of Birmingham, in

ublic meeting asaemb}eg , regret-
ting that the ocost of reception of
Prince Arthur should have been de-
frayed out of the public rates, and
antici]l)a.ting that a motion will be
made in the tewn council to invite
the Prince of Wales to Birming-
ham, eall on you to reject such mo-
tlon, if it necessitates another ille-
gal outlay of the public money.”
Alderman BSadler, who was there
during the visit of Prince Arthur,
said it was not true that the Prince’s
reception was defrayed ‘out of the
rates. A division was taken as to
the reception of the memorial,
which, however, was received by a
considerable majﬂﬂty.




