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rerouted BY DAVID IV EVANS

IT IS19 A pleasure to me to bear testi-
mony to the great work which god
has revealed and which he is es-
tablishingtablishing on the earth it has
been a pleasure for me to do so for
nearly forty three years in the
early rise of this church when I1
was but a youth of nineteen god
reverevealedrevealedaled to metheme tile truth concern
ing this great latter day work and
I1 have felt from that day until the
present time to bear my testimony
to the sameuline being commanded so
to do I1 have esteemed it above
allail other things the things of this
world have been nothingnotliing to me
when compared with the ministry
or declaring the truth to mankind
welve have one of the most important
messages to deliver to the children
of men that has ever been commu-
nicated to mortals a dispensation
of the same gospel as was commit-
ted to men in the early ages of the
world and in the different despen
rations down to the coming of
christ in addition to thisibis which
renders our message of still more
importance to the human family is
the fact that we are living in the
last dispensation that will be given
to mankind called the dispensation
of the falness of times all prece-
ding dispensations have come to an
end apparently and those who
have embraced the doctrines or
principles communicated to them
have passed darkness has
intervened but in this last dispen-
sation which god has given to man
there will be no uprooting and des-
tructiontruc tion of his kingdom from the
earth it is established never more
to be thrown down in fulfillment
of ancient prophecy this is what
makes this dispensation of greater
importance than all which have
preceded it

here in these mountains is estab-
lished a kingdom not earthly or
transient in its nature with officers
who are called by uninspired men
but a kingdom that is divine and
which acknowledges the great re-
deemer and savior as its king and
lawgiver it must endure for ev-
er

I1 look back with great pleasure
upon the history of this people from
the commencement down to the
present time I1 see aliat god liasilas
wrought in their behalf I1 see what
he has accomplished among the na-
tions it is true that we have not
continued as faithful in all tbthingslugsings as
we should we have not made that
progressionpregressionrog in this kingdom that
weWowroughtought we havehavo been perhaps
slow to hearken in all things to the
counsels which god has given and
the order which liehe has revealed
and which was intended to be of
the greatest advantage to and to
produce the greatest amount of
happiness among the saints of the
most high I1 say that in some
respects we have been slow to obeyobey
the order of heaven in many
things we have done well when
the doctrines of faith repentance
and baptism for the remission of
sins the baptism of fire and the
holy ghost through the layingkayin on
of the hands of the servants of goddod
were taught to us we laid hold of
them with full purpose of heart
we covenanted before high
heaven that we would keep the
commandments of the lord accord-
ing to the best of the ability which
we had we did well in embra-
cing these heavenly principles

when god to us some
forty two or forty three years ago
and commanded us then scatteredscattered
about in the state of nownew york
to gather up to orlowe did well in
hearkening to that commandment
and coming together in kirtland
then in geaugageaugh county again
when god gave a commandment
through his servant the prophet
joseph to gather up from all parts
of the united states and from a
nucleus in jackson county in the
state of missouri we did well in
obeying that commandment
when god by the mouth of his
servant commanded that we
should go forth and officiate and be
baptized for and in behalf of ouroui
dead kindred we did well in per-
forming that which we were com-
manded to do when he com-
manded his saints scattered abroad
in foreign countries t-oto gather tcto
this continent all who gathered in
obedience to that requirementwith
full purpose of heart to do his wilwill
did well when wowe were driven
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from our inheritances in jackson
county missouri and our lands
and houses and goods were spoiled
we did well in being faithful to
god when our enemiesa few years
after rose en masse and drovedrove
us from our beautiful city of nau-
voo into these inhospitable western
wilds where to all numanhumanhuman appear-
ance we must perish of starvation
we did well to brave the dangers
of the desert and the difficulties
we had to encounter in coming to
these mountains in manmany other
things too we havehavo dotidonedone well
there are some few things how-
ever which I1 wish to name where-
in VI1 think a great reformation is
needed among the people of god
I1 read in this book called the book
of mormon of a certain order in
regard to temporal things which
existed soonwon after the days of
christ which was revealed and es-
tablished by him for the benefit of
the saints who lived anthison this western
hemisphere it was the highest
order and law of the kingdom of
god in regard to temporal things I1
read that the ancient saints upon
this continent entered into that or-
der with all their hearts they

not a small handful of people
like the latter day saints but they
were spread over the whole
of north and south america
millions on millions of people
dwelt in largolarge and populous cities
in the four quarters of this great
western hemisphere and they all
entered into this heavenly order
which god had established on this
continent and continued therein
for years

what was that order they had
all things in common not an iso-
lated few where jesus ministered to
them not a few individuals who
dwelt in a certain region ofcountry
but the savior having chosen twelve
disciples from among the multitude
to whom liehe appappearedehrededred they were
sent forth upon all the face of the
land and so great wwereere tilethe eviden-
ces given concerning the appear-
ance of jesus that the whole peo-
ple were converted unto the lord
and they wele willing to bobe guided
by those servants who were called
and ordained to administer in their
midst

prior to that time there were
rich and poor among the people
and from the history given no
docu an order of things existed on
this continent in those dayadays resem-
bling that which now exists among

i all tilethe nations and kingdoms of the
earth some lifted up in pride and
illin popularity because of their great
wealth others bowed down in the
dust because of their poverty and
class distinctions prevailed until
this new order of things was estab-

i bushed what a blessed people
how happy they must have been
no poor either in north or south
america no beggars in the streets
of their great cities but all the pro-
perty the gold and silver the
flocks and herds and everything
that was calculated to make life
happy in the possession of and en-
joyed as stewards by the whole
people no inequality so far as
this was concerned for the pattern
was after the order of hheavenlyeave
things

now let us ask the question has
god ever revealed to the latter day
saints the necessity of entering ntointo
this heavenly order in regaregard to
their wealth he has when
when we gathered up to jackson
county in the state ot missouri in
the year 1831 the land was conse-
crated and set apart by rovelarevelationtion
for the greeGrecerectiontion thereon of a great
and heavenly city unto the most
high god not the old jerusalem
but a new jerusalem a city of zion
god by the mouth of his servant
joseph who for a short space of
time dwelt in the midst of the peo-
ple there revealed the law of con-
secrationse not the law of tithing
butbolt the law of consecration Mlet
me repeat that law latter day
saints for as it is a law which will
come enforcein force at some future period
of our history it will not be amiss
for us to understand its nature and
to prepare to approximate to its
requirements so that whenwilen it is
introduced amongst us we may

I1 take hold of it with all our hearts
when we went up to that countcountryry
in 1831 the commandment oftof thee
most high to the saints was talatthat
they should conconsecratesecrato all that they
had not one tenth merely not
the surplus of their property
all that they had whether it
gold sliver household furniture
wearing apparel jewelry horses
cattle wagons mechanical toolstool8
machinery or whatever wealth
property they possessed they
to consecrate the whole and de-
liver it unto the Lordsjudge in

midst of zion who was he the
bishop in those days we had not
the necessity of so many bishops as
now we were a small people
then and the bishop in zion under
the direction of the highesthigher au-
thoritiesthoritthorl tiesles of the church he bebeinging
guided and inspired by the rolvholy
ghost was to take charge of all
the consecrations of he people of
the most high ththisis made them
all equal every person stood upon
the same platform possessing noth-
ing to begin with all was conse-
crated and became the common
property of the church

now how was this common propro-
perty teto be used first the saintsaints
needed land they needed means to
build habitations they needed
farmingfanning utensils they needed
flockshocks and herbsherdsherds they needed
manufacturing establishments they
needed mercantile and all lindsbindskinds
of mechanical business to be intro-
duced into their midst just as fast
as they procured means
by whom were the stewardshipsstewardships of
the saints laid off the lords
judge or bishop in zion purchased
land from the united states and
then laid ossoff to each man his stew-
ardship according to thetiie number
of his family those who were
mechanics received the tools neces-
sary to work with those who were
called upon to engage in some
business wherein a greater amount
of capital was needed had a capital
accordingly that is that was the
intention as the common property
of the church should increase

perhaps the question may bobe ask-
ed could this equality be main-
tained from that time henceforth
and forever if there kadhadhad been no
law given instructing us how this
equality could be maintained the
appppeople0pietlet before twelve months had
passed away would have been
unequal again why because a
man perhaps of small talent
or abilityability might mismanage his
stewardship or inheritance and
instead of gaining anything he
would lose another man havihavingng
a little more talent and industry
and perhaps a little more wisdom
would gain a little another mans
business tact and knowledge were
perhaps such that he could carry on
a large manufacturing establish-
ment and in a short time he would
gain lisilshis thousands and thus in the
course of a year wewa would again
have had rich and poor if god had
not provided against it

what provisions did the lord
make in order to maintain
this equality among his saintspermanentlyPlyt he made this ar-
rangementrangement by law that every man
should be considered asteward first
and prove himself a wise steward
before he could be entitled to an
everleverieverlastingastin I1 inheritance these
stewards were to render an account
to the judge in zion of their
stewardshipsstewardships or in other words as
it is wiwhittenwrittenitten in the book of doctrine
and covenants it is required of
every steward to render an account
of his stewardship both in time
and eternity doedocdocdoe cov secsee
xacc par 1

to whom does he render this re-
portort or account to the lordsbishopbishop or bishops as the case may
be he reports what he has done
with the means entrusted to his
care if a man has been entrusted
with fifty or with a thousand dollars
or with a million to carry on some
branch of business he must at the
adne of the year render an account
of that stewardship if a man is
only entrusted with a small farm
he renders an account ofhihisS steward-
ship at the end of the yearyearandand thus
all those who are occupied in these
difditdifferent branches of trade render
accounts of their stewardshipssteward ships con-
secratingse at the end of the year
all that they have gained excepting
what it has cost to feed and clotheclotho
them areaxe they not equal yes
and this maintains a permanent
equality for the man who has
gained a hundredundred thousand in his
stewardship consecrates all that he
has not used and the
man with a smaller stew-
ardship who in the whole
year has only gained fifty dollars
over and above what he has used
consecrates that fifty the man
who has gained most coneonconsecratessecrates
most the man who has gained
least consecrates tilethe least this
reduces them yearly to the same
position and condition as they were
in when they commenced this
heavenly order

did the people carry out this law
no why because they had im-
bibed tthefie notnotions1onS whwhichI1ch had pre-
vailed among the people of tilethe
whole earth and these notions were
in daidirectreet opposition to the order
beavheavenen the notions and bradl

eions of the world were that 0overyeveryvery
man must be for himself every
family for themselves and they
must labor with their ml t mind
and strength to gain all meythey possi-
bly could gain and use it only for

I1 themselves and their generations
after them caningcaring nothing at all
about their neighbors these tra-
ditions had been instilled into our
minds and we were too full of
covetousness and of false notions
about property to carry out the law
of god and hence many when
they came up to zion looked
abroad upon that beautiful rich
soil and the excellent groves of
timber and the fine prairies and
meadows with springs breaking
forth in numerous places as thethey
do in jackson county and thetheirr
souls lusted after these things and
the rich man saidP no 1I1 will not
consecrate all my property I1 will
go to the general land office and
purchase for myself and I1 willeubuy lalargely in order that I1 may
ssellseile I1 to mmyy poor brethren when they
come up here I1 will buy land and
speculate upon it and make my
forfortuneturio that was the feeling
which existed in the hearts
of some of the latter day saints
god saw this and reproved us
by revelation and he said
to the people in jackson coun-
ty by the mouth of his servant
joseph that if they did not repent
of this covetousness he would pluck
them up and send them out ofzion
for said he the rebellious are not
of the blood ofephraim wherefore
they shall be plucked up and sent
away out of the land god ful-
filled thisahw revelation he did pluck
up thofhe people he did cast them
away out of that land in the yearear
1833 some two yeyearsars and a few
months after we first began to set-
tle that country we werewere cast out
of the land plucked up just as tilethe
lord had predicted and we were
told that it was because of our sins
and covetousness that we were sent
away

did the lord forsake UPur no he had
compassion upon us aas he had upon
ancient israel when they wwereere cast uwayaway
out of their land from time to time in
what respect did he have compassion upon
us when he bawsaw the holdbold that the tra-
ditions in which we hadbad been trained had
upon our hearts hebe revoked for the time
being the law of full consecration says
one 1what god revoke a command-
ment yes that laIs the way hebe did in
ancient times and hohe laIs the samegame god
yet he did it for our goodrood for if that
law had been in full force this deorlepeople
would not have been luiiri these mounmountainsta I1ns
this day our selfishness and covetcovetous-
ness

ous
are so great that asus a people wenye

never would havehaTe compliedcompiled with it afewA few
amongst us might have done so but as a

we should hayehave beenbeebi overcome and
ruined but owingawing to that law being re-
voked many of us will now perhaps be
saved

in the year 183118341 a few months after we
were driven out from that goodly land
Ggod0d said unto us in a revelation given on
fishfishingin river let those laws and com-
mandmentshentsgentsmand ments which I1 have given concern-
ing zion and her properties be executed
and fulfilled after her redemption thus
you see latter day saints thaithalthat we arearc
not under the law of full consecration and
if not under the law we are not under the
penalty thereof where there is a law
there is a penalty and when we transtraustransgress
the law we incur the penaltyf but having
been relieved for a period from tthee exe-
cution

c

cution of that lawtaw we were placedlac under
another law which in somosomee resrespectsacts
may be considered an anfeinferior law ghenwhenwhen
wabwas that law given t in 1838 some five
years after we were driven forth from our
stewardshipssteward ships what is that law it Is

law of tithing what is the law
of tithing rantpart of that lawlaw enjoinenjoinss it upon
the saints as a duty to pay into the lordslorda
storehouse one tenth of all their annual
income but let me refer you to the fal-
ness of the lawlav of tithing for although
an inferior law I1 fear that as a people
we have not kept it the first part
of that law requires every man when be
comes into thetho midst of the people of
god to consecrate all his surplus proper-
ty reserving to himself a certain portion
this is not a iulifall consecration
like the higher law latter day saints
have we kept this inferior law hashaa the
man who possessed great nichesriches when he
came to these mountains and cumberedcamberedpumbecumbredered
himself with the people of god consecra-
ted all his surplus property and after-
wards paid a tenth of all his annual in
come I1 will tell you what we have done
as a general thing we rich and poor have
kept all the property we had when we
came here and some have consecrated oneoae
tenth part of their income and so far as
this is concerned the people have no doubt
done very well with some few exceptions
andiandland I1 am happy to bebeableableabie to state from in-
formation I1 have obtained from some of
the bishops of the church that the latter
day saints now are showing more deter
miantion to pay their tithing than they
ever have done heretofore

but let us comebackcomecomo bacrback to the other portion
otof this inferiorinterior law have we felt a dispo-
sition to consecrate our surplus propertyertygo cast west north and south intoprofiaallailI1 our
settlements and you will find that the
men are fewsew and far between who conse-
crated their surplus property when they
came here in the first place thetherere have
been but few wealthy persons who have
come amongst us and the people have been
their own judges every man thought
that he hadbad no surplus when hebecamecame here

it he had a hundred thousand dollars on
his arrival he has said or thought 0 1I
have made such and such calculations I1
wish to become a merchant in the midst otof
the people and I1 need thousands and
thousands otat dollars to set me up I1 wish
to make thirty forty fifty or a hundredpercentper cent out of these poor I1peopleopleopie and to
enable me to do BO I1 do not think1 that any
of this hundred thousand dollars can bobe
called surplus property I1 need it allali I1 cancau
not carry on my merchandising unless I1have it all to set nieme up

Anoanotherthermanmanmau who wishes to start some
0thorother branch of busibuslbusinessness makes his calcu-
lations BOso as to cover up all hisbis property
for he thinks he will need it all to enable
him to carry out the particular branch ofat
business which hebe wisheswished to introduce into

i these mountainsmountainst foror hohe wants to get ex-
ceedinglyceedingy rich before the law of full con-
secrationse comes when they are thusthug left
to0 be their own judges where is the mantvabewho is honest enough in his feelings to saybay
1 I think I1 can spare flniftyfiftyaty twenty ten nivefive
or one thousand dollars as surplus proper-
ty this in my opinion Is wrong theyuney
ashouldouid not bobe their own judges who should
bobe the judges in this matter the bishops
whom the lord11 has appointed in zion under
the counsel of the first presidency of his
church and the counsels of the holy ghost
which rest upon them to guide their mindsrids
the people should te honest enough when
they come up here with means to say to
the bishops here I1 have so much means
cudse ve how much of this shall be sur-
plus and how much I1 shall retain

the reason I1 make these remarks Is that
I1 want this people to fully understand that
there lais a law given a law inferiorinterior to that
of full consecration and foror every man to
enquire whether he has carried out this
law according to thetho letter thereof per-
haps the time has not come even for this
law to be fultifulfilledlied in all its exactness at

we are driffdrillinging along in about the
same channel that the word does so fartar as
our property is concerned with the axceexcep-
tion of paying one tenth of our annual igin-
come into the lords storehousestore house and the
consequence is there have become rich
and boorinpoor in zionzions some possessing their hun-
dreds of thousands and others digging in
the dust as it were from years end to
years end

Ilowliowhowshallshallshail this bobe remedied Is the time
come sortor us to execute the higher law ofat
consecration in undertaking to do EOso in
the settlements of thisthia territory what a
revolution it would produce how many
would apostatize and go away from the
ceurchl how many ofor those who are com-
parativelyively wheat would be plucked up with
the tares if we were to undertake to enforce
the higher law of consecration or the law
of tithing in all its fullness and it would
produce the same revolutionrevorevolutionarylutio results in
most of the old settlementssettlementso becauseuse we are
not prepared torfor it 1 do not seesec for my
part how we can begin to approximate to
that law ofbf oneness inia regard to our proper-
ty unless we commence in some new place
where the church and the settlers might be
gathered together and set a pattern torfor all
the rest I1 do not know but we might ac-
complishcomoom hitit in that way I1 hope that we
shall see something that will do away with
these distinctions of classes I1 hate to bee
them in the midst of the people of god

there are many men of wealth good
honest upright menthomen who would be willing
to do anything that the lord required at
their hands while there are others who hugbug
their property close to their hearts as
though it were dearer to them than any-
thing either in thisoda world or in the world to
come there are certainly existing now
among us distinctions of classes which ifit
not checked may provepro the overthrow of
many eorfor instance the rich can educate
their sons and daughtersdaughtersinin the bostbest schools
academies and universities others cancaa not
adothisdo this because otat their povertytr this
makes the children otat the rich teelleel
themselves above the childchildrenrelireth of thetho poor
have wo not seen in our gatherings
for amusement these distinctions manifest-
ed 7 1I have I1 have seen those who were
poorly dressed come into our parties and
take a back seat and there they would sit
as the old saying Is likeme wallflowerswall flowers dur-
ing the whole party who would be out on
the floor enjoying themselves Thchericherich
but inia many instances there are parties of
pleasure and amusement got up among
the saints to which the poor are never in-
vited they are got up only torfor those who
can dressdross in alne style who can sweep the
floor of the ball room avithwith two or three
yards of their dresses draggingdrugging after them

with the feelings engendered by these
distinctions of clclassesasselsassess there is not that fel-
lowship that should exist among the saints
otat the living god it wowe wish brethren
and sisters to go back and build up the
waste places of zion and to see the
new jerusalem erected upon the consecrat-
ed spot let us endeavor to apapproximateproximateroximate
more nearly to the celestial law ahat when
we do get back there and that law more
fully comes in force we may be able to
enter into it foror thus saithbaith the lord in this
book of covenants zion cannot bobe built
up only according to the law otat the celestial
kingdom otherwise I1 can not receive her
unto myself we have got to come to that
and it Is well forsocforusus in my opinion that we
begin to approximate aaas fast as possible
that when the time shall comecomet wowe shall be
prepared for full consecration

how lonzlong our president has labolaboredredinin
the midst of the people here to get them to
introduce home manufactures how long
and loud he has lifted his voice in connec-
tion with his counselors and the twelve
apostleapostles to bring about this thing but the
people inslinsteadead of hearkening totto 1 heir coun-
sel have imported from abroad almost
everything they needed the president is
willing but some otof the people are notnote
amen

0at a recent meeting of the bir-
mingham town council mr joseph
chamberlain presented the follow-
inging0 niememorialmorial we inhabitants
of the borough of birminghambirminham inin
public meeting assembled regret-
ting that the cost of reception of
prince arthur should have been de-
frayed out of the public rates and
anticipatinganticipation that a motion will be
made in ththe town council to invite
the prince of wales to birming-
ham eail on you to reject such mo-
tion if it necessitates another ille-
gal outlay of the public money
alderman sadlerbadler who waswag there
during the visit of prince arthur
said ifitwas not true that the princes
recreceptioneption was defrayed rout of the
rates A division was taken as to
the reception of the memorial
which however was received byaby a
considerable majoritybority


