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and gisters and friends, I
holf,';eg:f,ﬁgg the short time that I ad-
dress you this morning I may have the
benefit of your prayers, and the ex-
ercise of your faith.

At these general Conferences it s
the privilege of everyone who attcnda
to recelve instruction, suited tohis in-
dividual needs and benefits, of great
worth, and if we pay proper attention
¢o what is sald and exercise the proper
faith, there will be nv dlsapponment.

No{y I wish to read & few vwverses
from ihe Doctrine and Covenants,
Section 110, which describes one of the
most important events of our day.

eThe veil was taken from our minds,
and the eyes of our understanding
were opened. We saw the Lord stand-
ing upon the breastwork of the pulpit,
before us, and under His feet was a
paved work of pure gold, in color like
amber. His eyes were a8 a flame of
fire, and the hair of his head was
white ke the pure snow. His counte-
nance shone abave the brightness of
the sun, and Hid volce was as the
sound of the rushing of great waters,
even the voice of Jehovah, saying: 1
am the first and the laat,
Y am He who liveth. I am
He who was slain, I am your ad-
voeate with the Father. Behold your
sins are forgivem you, you are clean
before me, therefore lift up your heads
and rejoice. Let the hearts of your
brethren rejoice, and let the hearts of
all my people rejoice, who have, with
their might, bulit this house to my
name, For behold, T have accepted
‘this house, and my name shall be here,
and 1 will manifest myself to my peo-
ple in mercy in this house, vea, I will
appear unto My Bervanpts, and _spea_k
unto them with mine own voice, if
my people will keep my command-
ments, and do not pollute this holy
house., Yea. the hearts of thousands
and tens of thousands shall greatly
rejoice In conseguence of the bless-
fnga which shall be poured out, and
the endowment with which my ser-
vants have been endowed ,b in this
house; and the fame of this house
shall epread to forelgn lands. and thls
18 the beginning of the bleasing which
ahal]l he poured upon the heads of my
‘people. Even #0. Amen.”

YWe have heard, brethren and slsters,
very excellent principles, explained to
us yesterday, and this morning by
Apostle Richards, and our hearts hav
been made to rejoice in the contem-
plation of the positions that we oc-
<cupy, of the prospects that aye before
us, and of the glorlous recqrds that
many, and I hope all, have made In
the past. It Is strange, that there are
a0 few that have come to an under-
atanding that God has revealed Him-
ael?f unto His people, that His volce
Bas been heard, as I have just read to

you,and for what He has accomplished
through the Holy Priesthood that He
has caused to be conferred upon many
of His servants. Thirteen hundred or
thereabouts of the servants of God are
now 1iraveling through the world as
oracles of God and testifying of these

most jextraordinary facts, and are
promising in the name of the Al-
mighty, hy virtue of the divine au-

thority they possess, that those who
will obey the GQospel which they are
authorized to administer, shall re-
celve a knowledge of these important
truthe, It is a marvelous fact that
there are thirteen hundred men who
are now promising in the name of the
Lord and explaining how every per-
son may lknow, and know effectually,
know by revelation,that their promlises
are of the Almighty, that they have
authority to thus prophesy, prophesy
of that which is most Important; in
fact, there could * be npothing of
greater importance to mortal man
than that which pertains to their
prophecy, and all men have &
right or the privilege of ascertzining,
in a very simple way, whether that
prediction is from God.

This is indeed strange and wonder-
ful. Tt is strange and wonderful to
the world because such things have
never been heard of or known for cen-
turies, What is their predictlon that
is of such high importance to all peo-
rle? “Why, this: MHaving stated be-
fore the congregations of the world
that they are authorized to preach
the Gospel of life and salvatlon, that
they are authorized to promlse the
gift of the Holy Ghost, that shall lead
tnto all truth and show things to come,
and shall testify in reference to their
authority, then to make this predic-
tion that such as will obey the slmple
principles ¢of ihe Ggospel, shall receive

a perfect kKnowledge, a knowl-
edge not by the reading of
books, the Seriptures or any

past revelatlons that may have heen
given, but they shall receive a knowl-
edge of thls from God Himself. Well
now, all that is required of these in-
dividuals t0 know that which pertains
to thelr salvatlon, exaltation and glory
ir simply tuv do that whilch has heen
made plain, very plain indeed by
Jesus Christ and by the Apostles. as
conteined in the Scriptures of truth;
to perform a few acts in relation to
the principles of life or a few acts that
wlill put them In rpossession, after
1 roper preparation, of this important
knowledge.

Jegus Christ went down Into the
waters of baptism and was immersed
there by John the Baptist, who had
authority thus to do; and many others.
in the days of the Apostles, performe.l
those ordinances that pertailn to the
everlasting Gospel. They were bap-
tized for the remisslon of their sina
by one that possessed the authority
which, those Elders that I mention
now, porsese. They possessed the pu-
thority to administer those ordinances
—immerston ir water for the remlis-
sion of winm, the laying on of hands
for the reception of 1ihe Holy Ghost.

These simple -acts were actually per-
formed by the Apostles (n formeb
days, and by the Seventies that were
sent forth, and by all who were =ent
to preach the fullness of the Gospel
All that these Elders require in order
that their predictions may be fulfilled
is th reople now shall do llkewise.

Jesis =aid on a certaln occasion,
that He would bulld His Church
upon revelation: that is, Peter having
received a revelation that Jesus was
the Son of God and s0 saying Jesus
reptied, “Upon this rock will I build
my Church and the gates of hell shall
not prevail against It."" The system of
salvation and exaltatlon and glory
was o! such a character that there
wag Lhis grand rfeature about It, all
persons might receive a perfect kpnowl-
edge of its divine source.

When we take into consideration
the difficultles {hose have to meet
who obey thesc pripciples we se> the
necessity that they should have a
perfect knowledge of that which they
have received. and thus the Lord be-
stows upon them the means by which
they can contend against the difficui-
ties and the persecutions and secure
the hlesslngas connected with these
promlses. When people follow the
counsels of these servants of the Lord
who are ahroad preaching the Gospel,
if they do not come to a knowledge of
the truth of these promises from
heaven after they have obeyed, they
ought to declare this: they should
announce this failure to thelir friends,
and to the publle.” I suppose, I am now
addressing six or eight thousand peo-
pie, and probably three-fifths of them
have come from the distant nations of
the earth, to these mountain vales,
and these are the principles that we
taught them, that they should receive
& knowledge of this work, they should
receive the Holy Ghost that would
testify to them of the truth of the
saying of these Fiders that they had
authority tc administer the ordinances
of the Gospel. Now, I ask. why are-
you here” Why are you sittlng upon
these seats? Why are you teachlug
your famllics and f{rlends that these
prineiples are of God, that Joseph
£mith was a Prophet of God. that
Jesus came down and taliced with Hlis
people, the sons and daughters of God,
as He did in former days? Why do
vou teach these principles. and why do
you sit here instead of repalring to
your homes and declaring that you
never recefived any such divine testi-

-mony, as was promised you?

I think if strangers came to me, as
Elders now go to the nations, and
testiffied to me that they had authori-
ty to promise that the Holy Ghost
would rest upon me after repenting
of my sins, forsaking them, and obey-
fng thelr message, and I did not re-
celve any extraordinary or miraculous
manifestations, I ecertainly would net
leave my friends, country, and home,
as thousands and thousands have
done. But it is a fact that I am
spenking to thousands here that have
eome from long distances, from wsany



