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influence of the mother. A mother may
bave a careless husband; she may have
a man that is indifferent to the duties of
his religion; butif she be a faithful wo-
man herself and exercise proper control,
and does have control over her children,
she can bring up her children to be faith-
ful men and women in the Church. Go
where you will and examine the house-
holds of the people, and vou will find
that the mother’s influence is a very
wonderful influence, not oanly upon the
children, but upon her husband; but
particularly so with her children. She
can teach ber childien topray in early
life, and she can instil into them feelings
and desires that remain with them
throughout their life. At least, I myself
can testify to this. I can see features in
my character that are the result of my
mother’s teaching, although she died
when I was quite young. Myself and
brothers and sisters were left orpbans at
an early age; but the effect of mother’s
teaching is visible in all of us, although
the younger ones do not remember her
scarcely. I want to speak a little of my
own experience,because it will illustrate
the principle upon which I am speaking.
My mother had a gieat abhorrence of
anything that would lead to intoxication
or drunkenness, and she impressed up-
on me this feeling. When I was a chiid
she said she hoped I would never touch
anything of an intoxicaling nature, and
I remember that when I was about
twelve or thirteen years of age she said
to me, *‘if you will not take anything to
drink of an intoxicating nature till you
are fifteen, I will give you a silver
watch.”” Patent levers were then just
coming out, and she bought one and
Eut it aside lor me to have when I was

fteen years of age. She died, how-
ever, before I received the watch; but 1
got it after her death. Now, the im-
pression made upon me by her remarks
has been indelible. She did not] want
me to drink tea or coffee either, but to
observe the Word of Wisdom. ! am
today at my present aye, and I never
have drunk tea and coffee. I scarcely
know the taste of either tea or cofiee,
and I have pever touched tobacco, nor
anything ntoxicating. This is the re-
sult, at least toa very great extent, of
her teachings, and the icpressions she
made on my mind concerning articles
of this kind. Now, I notice that where
people have indulged in these habits
and then broken off, they are always
tempted to resume them under some
circumstroces. While the smell of coffee
Is very Iragrant to me, I never had the
least inclination in my life to taste it;
for the appetite was never awakened.
The same with liquor and with other
things. I walk along the street ona
frosiy morning and if 1 should happen
to be tollowing a man who is smoking a
good cigar, the smell of the cigar is
agreeable to me in the open air; but
never had the least inclination to touch
it. If I had drunk coflee to any extent,
or perhaps smoked, I have no doubt
that when I would smell these things
my mouth would water for them; but
never having bad the taste awakened,
of course there is no temptation.

I think it important, brethren and
sisters, that we should teach our child-
ren oot to touch these things. A story
was told to me by a very estimable man
in this Church, He said he was brought
up Dot to touch anything of an intoxi-
cating nature. By a mere accident he
one ume tasted brandy. He was with a

lot of young men and they gave him
brandy, and [ think they told him it was
cider. Under this impression he drank
some of it, and he said trom that time
up to the time he was talking to me—
some seventeéen years—he had always
had that taste to contend with. It had
awakened within him a fondness that
bhad always slumbered until he tasted it,
and would bave continued to slumber
probably throughout his entire life, if it
had not been lor that untortunate drink.
I believe there is in many people a latent
fondness for liquor, for tobacco, for tea
and coftee, which they have inmherited
and when they taste it or drink it, this
fondness is awakened, Itis like a de-
mon in the blood that is unchained by,
the taste of these articles. Ihave heard
men say that when they heard the gurgl
ing of whisky, or liquor poured out of a
jug, it would make their whole trame
tremble and their mouths water; they
wanted it so badly. Now, it is tar better
never to have that feeling awakened,and
this can be done by teaching our chiid-
rfen Dever to touch, mever to taste any-
thiog of this kind. Mothers should not
teach their daughters to drink tea. They
should not allow them to touch tea or
coffee, Fathers should not allow their
sons, when they can prevent it by their
influence, to touch anything of an in-
toxicating pature, or anything like to-
bacco.

I bad this illustrated in my own family
a few years ago. I was going off to
Washington, and I catled my children
together and gave them some instruc-
tions, and after a while I got to this sub-
ject. It is something I rarely ever talk

about in my family, because we set them'

examples. We do not [drink tea or
coffee, nor use these things in my house-
hold. But I happened to have my mind
directed to them, and I asked the child-
reon—a npumber of them were grown—
about their habits, and whether they
had ever drunk anything ot this kind,
and I found that there were only two
that had ever tasted either tea or coffee.
One of these was my baby boy, the
baby of my first wife who is dead. When
he was a baby, my wite was sick, and
she used a little tea, and this child had
tasted the tea, and his sisters had told
me how much he liked tea. Now, that
boy, if he were pot careful, no doubt
would always have an inclination tor
tea. One other boy had tasted coflee.
But pone of the others bad ever tasted
tea or coflee. I think children brought
up in this way do have advantages over
children brought up where there is
looseness or carelessness. I have notic-
ed in my association with men and wo-
men who have once been in the babit
of drinking tea and coflee, that If they
are ftired, or cold, or sick, and there is
tea or coflee brought forward, they are
tempted to take 1t. The old desireis
awakened, and they are apt to yield to
the tempiation, So with liquor, so with
tobacco, and so with all these things
which the LLord has told us are not good
for us.

Have not we as a people been organ-
ized long enough to do away with these
things, and to live a better life? This
Chuich has been in existence for sixty-
six years now, and it seems to me that
the teachings we have received on these
points should be observed by all the
people. 1 have traveled, as many of our
young men have in the early days, and
been exposed to a great deal of bard-
ship. I have traveled across the plains

to and from Calilornia, when our water
was so bad, being full of alkali, that
some of the brethren could not drink it,
and they made it into coffee. [ have
traveled when it has been so. cold that
when we have sat around eating break-
tast the water would freeze in our cups.
But I always took water. And I noticed
that I was able to endure cold better, if
anything, than those who drank the
warm drinks; and I was better ahle
under other circumstances, tg endnre
hardships than the boys who drank
liquor. 1 proved that by experience,
and 1 know that it is better in every way
for us to be free from the habit of using
these stimulants. I am sure we are
healthier, and I am sure it is better for
our brains as well as our bodies. A man
that uses stimulants is not likely to be
so well balanced in his mind, so clear in
his judgment, as the man who does not
bhave recourse to them.

¥ do not like to talk about personal
aftairs; but it seemed to me that by re-
lating my personal experience in this
direction I could give point to my ideas
on this subject. ¥ would like to see
every child in our community taught by
their parents to refrain from the use of
these articles, from touching them, and
I am sure we will be a happier, g health-
ier, a more even-tempered and in every
way better people. It will contribute to
the development of good qualities and
the repression of evil inclinations by
fOl]OWi.DP_’ the course that the Lord has
pointed out as the best among us.
Mothers should take pains with their
children in these things.

Children should be taught in early life
to pray to God. They should be taught
that there is a God who will hear and
answer their prayers. When they are
sick they should be taught to ask their
tather or the Elders tolay hancs upon
them; and it npeither the father nor

any Elder is pear, to have their
mother lay her hands gn them
and pray for them; for this is

pot sinful, it is not wrong. Women do
pot have the Priesthood like men hav
but they can pray lor their children, an
their prayers are heard just as much as
the prayers of the men are heard, though
they may not have the authority to re-
buke disease as men have who bear the
Priesthood. And children should be
brought to their mother's knees and
taught to pray, and be brought up 1o a
way that they will understand the nature,
and the power, and the efficacy of
prayer. If you will do this with your
children, you will fortify them against
the days ot trial and temptation which
will come tothem when they grow older.
Where this is done, you will have boys
and /girls that will be a blessing, a com-
fort and an honor to You, because their
faith will be developed in early life, and
they will know for themselves that there
isa God, It is very delightful to wit-
ness the faith of children and to hear
their expressions concerning these
matters when they are properly taughts
I am sure that if mothers would take
this course with their children, they
would have much more comtort from
their children, their children would be
easier governed,and they would develop
in the children the best qualities of their
minds; for every child is open particu.
larly to these good influences, and_ chil-
dren can be governed by appealing to
theit better natures, especially when
they have been taught in the way I have
spoken,



