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A writer while visiting jerusalem

a couple of years ago heard from a
venerable jewish rabbi a resident of
the holy city a curious account of the
origin of the tradition his statement
mayingv be given for all it is worth
when the city he said was de-
stroyed by the romans most of the
Christichristianaatis fled the old inhabitants
of the city who had been eyewitnesseseye witnesses
to the events recorded in the new
testament were scattered some were
slainlain others were driven into exile

strangers came in who did not care to
know anything about the places con-
sidered sacred by the despised and con-
quered inhabitants and in this way
with the lapse of a century or so all
certain knowledge of these places was
lost beuins covered everything and
made it next to impossible to later ex-
plorers to recognize such places of
which haaf had given descrip-
tions previous to the terrible destruc-
tion A couple of centuries thus rolled
on and nobody took any interest in the
spotspat where a supposed criminal once
had been executed andancl burledburied it was
tintfirst at the time of constantineConstantlue when
christianity had become a power in the
state and the christianschristiana commenced
to breathe the air of liberty that pious
men and women performed pilgrim-
ages to the holy land and searched the
country for calvary the sepulcherae the
placelace of natnativityIVAY etc the empress
welonhelen the mother of constantine
conceived the idea of finding the
sepulcherep aud she consequently went
to jerusalem she thought that the
few jews who then resided there
knew where the grave was and she
made inquiries butbat always met withiab
the answer that nobody knew the
empress ascribed this to perversenessperverse nees of

the jews and thought they did know
butbat refused to tell because they hatedbated
the nazarenesNaza renes she therefore com-
manded her soldiers to seize an old
hebrew and gave them power to
torture him and even kill jalna
if he persistedpersi eted in refusing tu divulge
the secret of which she thought lie
was lain possession he was according-
ly seized and led about in the streets
and commanded to go to the place
where the grave was no protestation
noimo excuse would be accepted he had
either to find the gravlegrave or be tortured
toco death in his great distress he
earnestly prayed to bisbia heavenly
father to be delivered from his tor
mentors and while thus mentally onen
aged he came to a cave athenasthen as
ayby a sudden flash otof inspiration he
exclaimed here is the grave you are
looking forl- and was subsequently
liberated this was given asan all
there was to the tradition the em-
presspress immediately consecrated the
placepace and built a church over it

the catholic tradition tois more in
harmony with the genius of that
church according to EuseeuzebiusbluN
whose reliability as a historian is not
of the highest reputation constantineCousta ntine
was led to explore the place and found
the cave which beaudbe supposedhobed to be the
holy sepulchersepu loher the grave 0 ce
found his imperial mother had a
revelation according to which the
three crosses were found near the
grave which miracle identified the
place beyond a doubt tradition has
further ornamented this story by adding
that she discovered the genuine crosscrose
by placing a dead body on it which
immediately was revived but aside

from these fabulous storiesorieeat it laIs but
just to say that one thing speaks for
the genuineness of the place
ing the argumentsmento against it it is
related in history that the emperor
hadrian built a venusvenue temple over
the grave in order to hidebide it from those
who held the place in veneration this
temple still existed in the days of con
stantinaantineetst if it was built at all and he
hadbad in this structure a auresure guide where
to seek the tomb and find it

the place which now is to be bought
is known as the garden tomb general
gordon thought it to be the genuine
one andaad hishie view hasbaa been accepted by
haskett smith and others but major
condor rejects the theory altogether
he explored the cave in 1873 and came
to the conclusion that its constructionconstructibn
does not date farther back than to the
ninth century

another place is known as condors
tomb but the evidence of its being
the genuine grave laIs as insufficient as
that adduced for any other spot the
only sate conclusion so far is that the
grave of christ has probably not yet
been found perhaps it never will be
unless it should be the pleasure of the
lord himself to reveal it to somebody
in the future

the awakened InterinteresteRt among the
nations in the land of promise is how-
ever a gratifying sign to those who be-
lieve in a glorious future for that
country not many years ago it was
despdespisedisea now it attracts atten-
tion it hasbab already begun to
blossom asaa a rose in the wilderness it
seems to be under preparation by the
hand of providence to receive the in-
habitants to whom it belongsbelonge its gates
are being opened its cities are being
rebuilt the ruinsrains are being removed
the curse tois surely lifted and blessings
are being poured down like the early
rains and late rains which againagall make
the country a beautiful garden asaa of
old

THE DARK CONTINENT MANIA

the north pole mania hasbaa its
counterpoise in the recently developed
craze for interior african exploration
one being about as hazardousbazar doUB as the
other to the novice
stanley made quite a respectable for-
tune and no little fame out of hisbis
exploits but it Isie generally admitted
that he waswag fortunate the
interior of africa especially the

region are as fullfall of dangers to
the one whose tissues have been
seasoned to the temperate zone only as
would northern greenland be to the
average schooleyachoschoolby yet such expedi-
tions are not only taking place but
numerously sono we are now advised
that a large number of prominent
frenchmen austrianaustriansAust rians englishmen
and germans are at present either on
their way to africa or already marching
into the interior on the west coast the
young duke dUzee whose extrava-
gance has caused him tobeto be deprived
of the right of administering hishie for-
tune which hatbai been invested
in the hands of trustees is en
deavo ring to reach the voctoria Nnyanvan
za from the congo in bisbin party there
arere said to be about about halthalf a dozen
youngoung frenchmen of rank and family
inasmuch as the duke of or eans hopes
to reach the victoria nyanza from the

east coast it tois possible that they may
all meet on the shores of that lake
what they all expect to accomplish it
Is doubtful if even themselves could
tell the french expedition militant
headedbeaded by general dodds has been
successful in one respect that is the
dusky king BehanBebanzinzin and his amaz-
onian phalanx have been defeated and
his capital is in possession of the in
vader but the monarch himself like
josh billings mosquito there
when the hand descended upon him
tf anceprance will now count up its
profitsprofit and losses and let the world
know how it stands there will be so
much of interest in it at least

WILDCAT CURRENCY AGAIN

notwithstanding that the phantasm
of wildcat11 banking and worthless
state issues has been thoroughly dissi-
patedpalled and that there can by no possi-
bility be any further political capital
gained by such means now there are
some eastern papers which letjet go of the
subject with the greatest deliberation
not to say regret the Milmilwaukeeaukee
Sentinei for instance recent
ly presented its readers with a
doleful account of the evils of the state
curcurrencyreaby system asan it was thirty two
years ago when 16471547 bank failures
occurred in legslees than ninety days and
went on to say

the bank currency of wisconsin waswaa
subject to the common lot bank failures
were of frequent occurrence during the
years 1856 57 58 and 59 the list of dis-
credited banksbanki growgrew longer from week to
week and the climax was reached in the
spring of 1861 the milwaukee banks
became flooded with discredited
bank notes accordingly the bankersbanker of
this city met and decided to throw out
ten banks from the listhat of seventy which
had been passed on favorably at the
april convention such action was
taken on saturday june 21 the work-
men had just receivedreee ived their weekly
wages and on reading over the listhat of the
ten banks thrown out they discovered
that most of the money paid them waxwas in
bills of the discredited banks they had
already been subject to sufficient losslose by
the uninterrupted succession of bank
failures and the nownew discovery com-
pletelylete exhausted their patiencenoe on the
following10 ang monmonday there was a
issailstill rrememberedbemb by manyny eye wit-nesses

this might have had an effect dur-
ing the campaign butbat asaa isalready seen
not to any practical extent perhaps for
the resonreason thathat it eendeavorsn to create
prejudice out of materialsit was not altogether that the currency
was the issue of statemate banks that
caused the trouble spoken of but chiefly
the imminence of the great war of therebellion which unsettledsettled valuesvalue and
undermined securities of all kinds in-deeddeeda itif the national government itself
hadbad hadbad paper money afloat it would
have shared the same fate and laterharhave been held up to the same execra-
tion by those who holdheld it when the
ansh came as was the case with the
notes coming from the state banks it
was a time of general panic as waswag
the year 1857 though from vastly
differentlerentdif causes albeit the war shadow
was beginning to be seen upon the land
even then

unstable insecure money or rather
bills pawingpassing for money cannot be too


