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A writer, wbile visiting Jerusalem
a couple of years ago, heard from a
venerable Jewish rabbi, a resident of
the holy city, a curlpous account of the
origin of the tradition. Hia statement
may be given for all l'l. is worth.
When the city, be said, was de-
stroyed by the Romauos, most of tbe
Christisns fled. The old inhabltants
of the oity who had been eye-witnesses
to the events recorded in [.be New
Testasent were soattered. Bome were
slalp; others were dn‘ve:_n into exile.
Strangers came In who did not care to
kpnow anything about the places con-
sidered sacred by tbe despised and con-
guered inhabitants, apd in this way
with the lapse of a century or so, all
gertain knowledge of these p].acea was
lost. Ruins covered everything and
made it next to impossible to later ex-
plorers to_recognize such placea of
which his®irians had given deserip-
tions previous to the terrible destrue-
tion. A couple of centuriesthus rolled
on and nobody took any interest in the
spet where a gupposed criminal ence
had been execated and buried, It was
first at the time of Constantive, when
Christianity had become n power Inthe
state and the Cbristians commenced
to breathe the air of liberty, that plous
men and women performed pilgrim-
ages to tbe holy lapnd and searched the
country for Calvary, the sepulcher, the
Jace of nativity, etec. The Kmpress
gle!en, the motber of Constantine,
conceived the idea of findiug the
sepulcber nud she consequently went
to Jerusalem. Buoe thougbt that the
foew Jews who then resided there,
knew where the grave was and she
made inquiries, but always met with
the answer that nobody knew. Tbe
empress ascribed this to perverseness of
the Jews and thought they did know,
‘but refused to tell hecause they hated
the Nazarenes. Bhe therefore com-
manded her soldiers to seize an old
Hebrew and gave them power to
torture him aud even kill him,
it he persisted in refuslng tv divuige
the secret of which 2be thought Le
was in possession, He was according-
ly selzed and led about in the strests
and commanded to go to the place
wherethegrave was, No protestation,
no excuse woild be nccepted. He had
elther to find the grave or be tortured
to deatb, In his great distress he
enrnestly prayed to his Heavenly
Father tc be delivered from his tor-
mentors, and while thus mentally en-
.gaged, he came toaocave. Then, as
by a sudden flash of inspiration, he
exclaimed, here is the grave youare
looking fm! and was subsequently
liberated. This was given as all
there waa to the tradition. The ew-
press  immediately ounsecrated the
place and built a church over it. )
The Catholic tradition is more in
harmony with the genius of that
church. According to HEuseblus,
whose reliability as a historian 18 not
of the highest reputation, Coustantine
waa led to explore the pluoe and found
the cave which bepupposed to be tbe
holy sepulcher. The grave o ce
found, his imperla]l mother had a
revelation according to wdich the
three orosses were found near the
grave, which miracle jdentified the
place beyond s doubt. Tradition has
further ornamented thisstory by adding
that sbe discovered the genulne Cross
by placing a dJead body on it, which
immediately was revived. But aslde

from these fabulous stories, it s but
Just toeay that one tbing epeaks for
the genuineness of the place, notwith
ing the arguments agaipst 1t. It Is
related in history that the Emperor
Hadrian bulit & Venus-temple over
the grave in order to hide it from those
whbo beld tbe place in veneration. This
temple still exiated in the days of Con-
stantine, if it was bullt at all, and he
had in thie siructureasure guide where
to séek the tomb und find it,

The place wbich now isto be bought
is known an the (3arden tomb. General
Gordon thought it to be the genuine
one and his view has been aoocepted by
Haskett Bmitb and otbers. But Major
Condor refects the theory altogether,
He explored the cave in 1873 and came
to the conclurion that its constructidn
Joea not date-farther back than to the
ninth century,

Another place {8 known as Condor?s
tomb, but the evidence of jits belng
thegenuine grave is as lousufficient an
that adduced for any other apot,

grave of Cbrist has probably not yet
been found. Perhaps it never will be,
unless it should be the pleasure of the
Lord Himself to reveal it to somebody
In the future.

The awakened Interest among the
nations in the land ol promise s, how-
ever, a gratifying sign to those who be-
lieve In n glorfous future for that

country, Not many years ago it was
desplseo, Now 1L attracts atten-
tion, It has already begumn to

blossom a3 a rose in the wilderness. Tt
seems to he under preparation, by the
hand of Providence, to receive the In-
bubitants to whom it belonge. Its gates
are being opened; its cities are being
rebuilt; the ruins are being removed.
The curse is surely lifted,and blessings
ure heing poured down like lhe early
raine and late riins which again make
the country a besautiful pgarden as of
old.

THE DARK CONTINENT MANIA.

The North Pole mania has Its
counterpoise in the recently developed
craze for interior African exploration,
on® belng about a8 hazardous as the
other to the upuaceglimated novice,
Btanley made quite a reapectable for-
tune and no little fame out of his
exploits, but it is generally admitted
that he was unusaatly fortunate. The
Interior of Afriea, eapecially the equ-
torial regions, are as full of dangers to
the one whose tissues have been
seasoned to the temperats zone only as
would northern Greenland be to the
sverage schoolby. Yet auch expedi-
tions are not only tuking place but
pumerously so. We are now advised
that a large number of prominent
Frenchmen, Austrians, Englisbmen
and Germans areal present either on
their way to Africaoralready marching
into the interior. On the west coastthe
young Duke Jd?’Uzes, whose extrava.
ganoe has caused him to be deprived
of the right of administering his for-
tune, which ha#* been |nvested
In the bands of trustees, s en-
deavering to reach the Vigtor!a Nyan-
za from the Congo. In hie party there
are sald to be about about half a Jozen
young Frenchmen of rank and famtly.
Inssmuch ae the duke of Or eans hopes
to reach the Vietoria Nyanza from the

The |
only sate conclusion so far is, that the

easl conal, 1t is poesible fhat they may
all meet on the shoreas of tbat lake.
Whut tbey all expect to accomplish, it
is doubtful if even themselves could
tell. The French expedition militant,
beaded by General Dodds, has been
succeesful in one respect, that is, the
Jusky King Behanzin and his Ama-
zonian phalanx have been defeated and
his capital is in possession of the In-
vader; but the monarch himself, like
Josh Billings’ mosquito, wasn’t there
when,the hand descended upon him.
I France will now count up its
profits and losses nnd let the world
know how it stands, there wili be so
much of interest in it at feast,

“WILDCAT" CURRENCY AGAIN.

Notwithsetandiog that the phantasm
of *wildeat” banking and worthless
atate issues has been thorougbly disel-
pated, and that there’can by no possi-
bility be nay further political capital

rained by such means now, there are
i0me eastern papers which let go of the
subject with the greatest dellberstion,
oot to eay regret, The - Milwaukee
Sentinel, for instance, © recent-
ly - presented ita readers with a
doleful sccouut of the eviis of the atate
currency system a8 It was thirty-two
yeara ago, when 1547 bapk failures
oceurred in less than ninety days, and
weul on to say:

Thbe bank currency of Wiaconsin was
aubject to the common lot. Bank failures
were of f[fequent ocenrrence durlng the
years 1866, 57, *58 and '59; the list of dls-
credlted banks grew longer from week Lo
wesk, and the climax was reached in the
spring of 1861, The Milwaunkee banks
bocame  flooded  with discredited
bank notes. Accordingly the bankers of
this oity met and docided to tbrow out
ten banks from tbe ilist of scveuty whioh
bad been passod 6n favorably at the
April eonvention. Sucb action was
taken orr Saturday, Jone 21. Tbe work-
men bad just reeetved their weekly
wages, and on reading over the list of the
ten banka tbrown out they discovered
that most of the money paid them was in
bills of the discraedited banks. Tbey bad
already Leen subject to sufficient losa by
tbe unimterrupted succession of bank
failures, and the new discovory com-
Plotely exbausted their patieuce. ~ On the
ollowing Monday tbere was a rlot,whioh
in still remembered by many eye wit-
DeBses.

This migbt have bad an eflect dur-
Ing the ¢campnign,but ae lanlready seen
not to any practical extent, psrhaps for
the reason that it endesavors to create
prejudice out of imploper materials.
It was not altogetber that the currency
was the lssue of gstate banks that
oauked the trouble spoken of, but chiefly
the imminence of the great war of the
rebellion, whigch unsettied values and
unvermined securities of all kinds. [n-
Jeed, if the natlonn! government itself
had had paper mopey afloat it would
have shared the same [ate and Jater
have been held up to the eame execrs-
tion by those who held it when the
crash came, as wae the gase with the
notes comlug from the etate bunks. It
was a time of general panto, an was
the year 18567, though from .vastly
different causes, albeit the war shadow
was beginning to be seen upon the land
even then,

Unstable, lnsecure money, or rather

hills passing for money, cannot be too



