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I1 WIELL read a portion of the
section of the book of doctrine and
covenants commencing at the ath
paragraph

butbat verily I1 baysay unto youyon that
I1 have decreed a decree which my
people shall realizerealizes inasmuch as
they hearken from this very hour
unto the counsel which 1I the lord
their god shall give unto them

behold they shallbhail for I1 have de-
creedcreed it begin to prevail against
mine enemies from this very hour

ilandand by hearkening to observe
all the words which I1 thetheisthelilordord their
godgody shallahall speak unto them they
shall never cease to prevail until the
klogkingdomsdoms of the world are all sub-
dued under my feet and the earth
is given unto the saints to possess
it foreverfor ever and ever

nutbutnat inasmuch asaa they keep not
my commandments and hearken
not to observe all my words the
kingdoms of this world shall pre-
vail against themthemi

for they were set to be a lightalight
unto the world and to be the saviors
of men

and inasmuch asaa they are not
the saviors of men they are as saltbalt
that has lost its savor and Is hence-
forth good for nothing but to be cast
out and trodden under foot of men

nutbutgenut verily I1 say unto youyon I1 have
decreed that your brethren which
have been scattered return to
the land otof their inheritance anunnaan ca

build up the waste places of zion
fonfor after much tribulationtribulations as I1

have said unto you in a former com-
mandmentmandment cometh the blessing

I1 am thankful my brethren and
sisters for the opportunity of meet-
ing with you todayto day under buchsuch fa-
vorable circumstances and partak-
ing of that peaceable influence
which prevails always in the midst
of the saintssainta of god it is a great
mesiblessinging which god has bestowed
upon us in giving unto usua peacepence it
is a blessing that is beyond price in-
comparably greater than almost any
other blessing thatthat we can enjoy
for without it the other blessings
that we might have would be to a
great extent ousobscuredcured by the ab
bencabenc 9 of peace

I1 have been asked by a few whom

I1 have met since my arrival yester-
day morning in the city it there is
not a great deal of excitement in the
east concerning us some ofold the
utterances of the papers probably
have given this impression but soBO

far as my observation has gone I1
have seen no argreatereater excitement at
this time thanthin is usual or has been
usual in years past prior to the
meeting of congress there is
doubtless a desire on the part of

those who are anxious to dousando us an
iniinjuryurynry to endeavor by misrepresen-
tationta tion and ffalsehoodalgeaigehood to arouse feel-
ingsinge against us and to makemke it ap-
pearpeat necessary to politicians and
publicbublic men that something should
be done with us to check the growth
of this much feared organization of
the Cchurch of god and it Isia aston-
ishing it would be at least asastonish-
ing itif we hadbad not seen so many in-
stancesstances of this character how men
resort to the most unfounded false-
hoods falsehoods which do not
have even the color of foundation or
the semblance of anything real
and truthful to accomplish their
purposes but presuming upon the
credulitybredullty of the public respecting
eyereyeneverything connected with our
church and our organization and
movemovements men abandon them
selves to the most reckless assertions
concerning nesnetus Wwithout seeming to
have the least fear of their being
contradictedcontradictedi and thinking appar-
ently that anything they can say
about ubyus however false will be
awaiawalwallowedlowed by the credulous public

in this very thing consistsconsistsj to 0

great extent the weakness of the
0positionopposition that isia arrayed against
akethe church of god falsehood habhns
no existence only soGO far as the mere
relation or statement of it laIs con-
cernedberned there is no foundation to
it there is nothing tangible about
it it is a lie and it may beskidba saidbald
therefore to be nonexistentnon existent and
this opposition against us that Is
opposition of thisthia character can do
nstib in the end no real injury because
truth must eventually prevail jnin
our cayecage at least that which is
real that which ii19 true that which

i is genuine that which has an exist-
ence must in the very nature of
things prevail in the contest with
fileefilsefalsehoodhood and misrepresentation in
this consists I1 may say our strength
we know that those statements
which are made soBO manymank of them
concerning usua are false and we can
amfordafford to wait to see the degliodevelop-
ments which will follow especiallylaircalp

when we understand as we do that
god our eternal father has made
promises unto us concerning this
very condition of things to which
I1 am now alluding it is not a newnow
thing for us to have this to contend
with we have been warned about
it from the beginning and in fact
before the church itself was organ-
ized the prophet joseph was told
what hohe might expectexpects and what atiall
who associated themselves with
him in the belief and practice of the
truth might expect and the warn-
ings that were then givensgiven and
which have been so often repeatedrepe atad
since to us as a people certainly
have had the effect of preparing us

to some extent at least to en-
counter the evils with which we
have been assailed rindand with which
we have hadbad to cope god our
Feternal fathersfather as I1 have saidsald has
made promises unto us concerning
this we are not left to imagine
what shall be the result the mind
of the latter day saint laIs not left a
prey to apprehensions and fears for
god by his word has removed
thesethebe and has given TIBus immutable
promises which the experienceorience of 53
years has proved to usexioto be reliable
we have proved then to beba true in
the past rendrind we certainly can
rely upon them for the future

there is only one thing connected
with this work speaking for myself
individually concerning which I1
have any fear and that is ourselves
I1 never hadbad any feeling of fear
weila I1 wwwaa at91 Waalhitotonatou mcamcm

I1 the clouds were dark and menacing s

and our enemies were threatening
and active in their preparations to
assail us I1 never had I1 can truth-
fully saysray any fear as to the result
of their operations so long as the
saints at home were united and
were seeking to keep the command-
ments of god butnut when I1 heardshoard
as I1 did upon one or two occasions
about division for justinstancean ce in elec-
tion matters and hearingbearing of breth-
ren not being united upon questions
of policy then I1 confesconfessss that a feel-
ing a sickening feeling if I1 may
so describe it would sometimes take
possposepossessionsession of me

god in the revelation that I1 have
read to you has plainly given a
promise unto this people this
church

butelbut verily I1 say unto you that
I1 have decreed a decree which my
people shall realize inasmuch as
they hearken from this very hour
unto the counsel which I1 the lord
their god shall give unto them

behold they shall for I1 have de-
creed it begin to prevail against
mine enemies from this very hour

anaand by hearkening to observe
all the words which 1I the lord
their god shall speak unto them
they shall never cease to prevail un-
til the kingdoms of the world are
subdued under my feet and the
earth is given unto the saints to pos-
sess it for ever

now here Is a promise that the
lord has given he says by a posi-
tive decree it is a promise given
with conditions and if the condi-
tions should be observed we may
rest assured that the promise in its
entirety will be fulfilled there are
no reservations about it only the
reservation connected with the con-
ditions upon which it isia made

intheythey shall prevail s that is if they
keep his commandmentcommandments ss if they
observe the counsel which hohe has
given unto us now in the next
paragraph hohe says

but inasmuch csas they keep not
my commandments and hearken
not to observe all my words the
kingdoms of this world shall prevail
against them 212 1 oar fate therefore
as a people that is as individuals
at least Is plainly pointed out unto
us in these two or three paragraphs
the principle upon which ifwea can
be successful as a people is given un

to us soBO that we cannot be mistaken
concerning it alboaiso if we should
be unsuccessful ifwe should fallfail and
become subject to our enemies the
causes by which subjection shall bebe
brought tto0 pass are plainly pointed
out to us the experience of the
years that have elapsed since this
revelation was given in which these
promises are embodied has proved
to us most clearly the truthtroth of the
word of the lord here spoken
there has never beonbeen an hour sincebinceBncenee
the lord gave this word unto the
church not one hour that theyth ey
have not prevailed overoverdiahis enemies
when they have hearkened unto
his words and kept his command-
ments where we have been sur-
rounded by circumstances of the
most threatening character when
there seemed to be no possible way
of escape god has opened in the
momostat marvelous mannermanners the path
before this people and made it plain
and that which has seemed like an
impassable barrier before them hashaa
been removed and they have been
enabled to pursue the path that
was right for them to walk in we
know by experience that when the
latter day baines have been most
faithful have been most diligent
when they have been most zeal-
ous jnin preaching the gospelsgospel in
building templetempie in carrying out
the word of our god as he has given
it unto us then the anger of our
enemies has been most fierce againstufftufius but notwithstanding the
fierceness and the heat with which
it has burned it has been powerless
against this people to injure us or
to interfere in any manner with our
growth and with the accomplish-
ment of the purposes of god en
trusted to us god knows this Isia boyBO

and we know it we have proved
it to our entireen tire satisfaction it seems
to me so at least it Is no good sign
for us to be beloved by the worldI1and to be spoken kindly of by
thetha world however pleasant it
may be to us and however
much we may shrink from the op-
positeto condition of affairs and dread
its manifestation and wish that it
could be otherothenotherwise and it Is natur-
al to human nature to shrink from
these trials nevertheless it Is one
of the worst signs for maswasus as a people
to be spoken well of by the world
and to be free from threat ninga
from opposition and from hatredttit a not the true condition for the
church ol01 jesus christ otol latterday saints to be jnin to be pettedfelted by
the world to be fostered by the
world to be spoken well of by the
world to be welcomed by the world
to have favor showeredshow erect upon it by
the world because we ought not to
be of the world god having chosen
us out of the world ouroun true con-
dition Is that which we oceoccupy to-
day I1 welcome it I1 thankhankt god for
it for the manifestations that I1 see
around me concerning us bear am-
ple testimony to me that the latter day saints are striving to keep
the commandments of god that
they are doing the will of god or
this anger these manifestations
of hatred this intense oppose
tion these groundless accusa-
tions would not have an existence
against us I1 say this Is thecondition
that god has designed that we
should occupy and instead of our
feeling to dread itsit to wish it wwereere
otherwise to shrink from it let usue
rather glory in itsit thank Ggodod from
the bottom cf our hearts that we are
connected with his work and have
the privilege of taking part in such
scenes asi these scenes in which our
predecessors who have gone to the
rest of our god have shared in
their day and generation let us
thank himrim that we jivelive uponn the
earth and have this opportunity
this great and glorious opportunity

of showing unto him that we are
devoted to that gospel that he has
revealed to ityita principlespiospigs its ordi-
nances I1tsta endowments and powers
and to the church that is organized
upon the earth in the plentitudeof
itits power in thebethese last daysclays thise
are opportunities for which we
shoahoshoulduld be mostmoat profoundly grateful
instead of shrinking from them in-
stead of being sorry for them in-
stead of feeling to dread themtherus we
should have the opposite feeling
one of thankfulness andnd gratitude
unto god that we are permitted to
share in them and to live at a time
like the present I1 thank god with
all my heart for this myself and so
far as these manifestations are con-
cerned they cause only one feeling
within me have done BO80 far and
that is a fealing of rerejoicing and
thanksgiving within my bosom to
see the fulfillmentfulfilment of the predictions
of the holy prophets concerning this
work and the hatred of the world
against it

now what have we to fearfeat the
only cadeecause of fear in my mind is as
I1 have said concerning ourselvesourrelves
divisions differences of views ideas
concerning the course that should
be pursued that may nonot41 be in fioficac-
cordancecor dance with the mind lindgad will of
god it is of the utmost impor-
tance to us as a people that we
should be united our strength
our prosperity our success in the
past have been due to union it is
the union of the people that hitshab
been hated and that has brought
upon us the persecution that we
have had to contend with that Is
all that gives us importance in the
earth strip us of union and what
is there about latter day
saints in the rockybocky mountains that
isin ata t allnila11 remarkable or worthy of
note well we would bobe like

people anywhere else full of di-
vision and strife who donot amount
to anything or kavelavehave any particular
importance but unite or

people together of one heart
and of one mind a people who areard
increasing and there jais a power
manifest that impresses mennien they
feel that there 19fgis19 an unusual power
and influence there which they cinear
not comprehend it is soeo different
from the systems with which they
are familiar the fact that these
people are united creates a dread in
the breasts of those who dislike
them it is this my brethren and
sisters that hashai given us influence
that has given usua importance that
has made us what we aronrc that
causes us to occupy the position that
we do take this away from us
and we are indeed as this revelation
has said like saltsait that has lost its

11avorsavor good for nothing but to be
thrown out and trampled under foot
of men take away from usua aasona
people the principle of unionsunion and
you take away from us the salt that
makes us the savor that we are to-
day and it is of the utmost impor-
tance fonforforusus as a people that we
should keep this constantly in view
it is against this and against that
authority which makes us a united
people that the whole of the attack
against us is directed it is the
priesthood of the sonhon of god that
has made us united it is the rev-
elationsrelationselat lonsions of jesus christ through
that priesthood comincoming19 unto usue giv-
ing testimony uuntoato us by the holy
ghost that has brought us unto this
union unto this oneness that Isfa soeo
characteristic of this churchchuich it lais
against the authority that has pro-
duced these resultsresult that the whole
strength of the adversaries of this
kingdom is directed

we bear about plural marriage or
polygamy as it is termed that is
merely a war cry it laIs merely used
because it JsIs a popular catchwordcatch word
and they who use it know full well
that they only use it in that form
and for that purpose but that is not
the real thing at issue there is
something more than that deeper
than thatthai higher than thatahat broad-
er than that butbat it is not necessary
to let it be known that they are aim-
ing at that polygamy therefore
answers the purpose it appeals to
the ignorant it excites the clergy
it stinastirs up the passions of the im-
pure and itInflames the hatred that
lais necessary to intensify this con-
flict but if such a thing were pos-
sible that polygamy could be wiped
out todayto day without wiping out our
faith and making us apostates and
every man that has a plural wife
WMwab to put her away it would not
lessen the hatred of those who op
pose this work not one particle
of course if we became apostates
wowe would be like the world and we
would be of the world but I1 re
peat it is not polygamy we know
that we know that the fiercest
persecution we have passed through
in our experience was anterior to
the practice of polygamy was when
polygamy was not a doctrine of this
church when it was not a practise
of any member 0off thisa church
therefore the hatred that isia enter-
tained todayto day against this work is
not traceable to that doctrine nor to
that practice it jaia the organization
of the churchchurchon of god upon the
earth it is the restoration of the
holy priesthood it is the authori-
ty by which man isin bound to man
by the effective bond of union that
has been soBO wonderfully manifest
in the history of this people from
the commencement until the presprea
ent time it isilg that which Jsis hated
it is the gathering of the people to
gethergother Asain general clark saidbald who
ledjed the militia at far west when
the brethren were prisonprisonerseiberb baldsaid
he 1 I would advise you to scatter
abroad and never again organize
yourselvesyoure elveselvos with bishops presidentdentes
etc lest you excite the jealousies of
the people and subject yourselves to
the same calamities that have

now come upon youyon
my advice tois that you become as
other citizens least by a recurrence
of these events you bring upon
yourselves ruin

unwittingly he told a great
truth pregnant with meaning
that laIs really the great cause of ha
tred against this people if you were
to divide up and ceaseceabe to listen to
your bishops to your presiding auan
thorit lebles to the presidents of your
stakes to the apostles to the pres-
idency of the church what is there
about you that would excite opposi-
tion what is there about you that
would make you worthy of newspa-
per notice As I1 have saldsaid you
would be like any other number of
citizens who are not banded togeth-
er by the ties of the everlasting cov-
enant and of the gospel having
had the truth and having had the
savor of righteousness youyon would
be like salt that hadbad lost its savor it
would be good for nothing fit for no
other purpose but to be cast out and
trodden under the feet of men this
figure of the saviorssaviora in this revela-
tion and as he used it to his disca
plespiea laIs a most forcible and compre-
hensive figure there is no article
in the world that is soBO utterly worth-
less as baltbait after it has lost its avoryou cannot use it for any purpose
and it Isia good for nothing except to
be trodden under the feet of men
and how truthfully it Isia example 1

fled in the history of this people I1
when a man has lost the spirit of
god become an apostate to the work
of god of what further ueeube is he
he Is good for nothing he dont
make even a good sectarian and
it would be so with us as a people jfif
we were to lose the salt of the spir-
it of god we would be good for no-
thing

now there Is only one way in
which the commandments of god
can be revealed unto us god has
not left this in doubt he has not
left nou to grope in the dark respect-
ing his methods of revealing his
mind and will unto his childrchildrenen
in the very beginning of the work
of god in these last days to re-
move all doubt upon this subject
god gave revelations unto thidthis
church in exceeding great
plainness and there was one
principle that waswaa emphatically
dweltawat upon and enforced namely
that there was but one channel
one channel alone through which
the word of god and the cammann
ments of god should come to this
people the word of god waswaa not
to come from the people up etwasit was
not vozvox vozvox dei but it waswag
to be voxde s vox that esthe
voice of god and then the voice of
the people from god downward
through the channel that he should
appointt by the means that hohe
should institute that word should
come to the people and when
obeyed by the people would
bring the union and the love and
the strength consequent upon union
and loveiove and thiathib has been the
peculiarity and the excellence of
this work of god thus far in the
earth its excellence has consisted
in this its power its glory the
glory thathat we have as a people the
eloryglory that belongs to the church of
god conconsistsslits in this peculiar feature
that the word of god to us comes
from godgodanaand not from the people
it Is received by the
by the people subsubmitted to by thetho
people and this has produced the
union and the love as I1 have said
that have characterized the work
thus far in its progress in the earth
take away from it this feature and
it becomes weak as water that is
unconfined there iqlis no strengthth to
it there is nothing totobebe rearedfeared
about it there it nothing to excite
animosity or hatred but give jtit
this feature and it becomes a power
in the earth even itif there were
only bixnixix men itlic would be a ppowerowerowen
let there be twelve and it is twice
the power and you go on doubling
it and it increases in a proportionate
ratiosratio and it will do so as long as
that principle is maintained and
lived up to god revealed that prin-
ciple in the beginning oliver cow
darya representation of whose or-
dinationdi Isia given to usas on thibthis cell
ing received at the bamesame time that
the prophet joseph did the aaron
leio priesthood john the baptist
who last heldhoid the keys of the
maronto priesthood in the flesh up-
on the earth laid his handsbands upon
joserh the prophet and him at the
same time he afterwards received
in common with joseph the admin-
istrationratIon of those who badhad heldhoid thetho
keys of the apostleship in the flesh
on the earth that ibesjewsis paterbeter james
and john they administered un-
to him at the same time that they

unto joseph upon the
same occasion and he becamebecame an


