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DISCOURSH opposition that is arrayed agalnst :,?,;(:;%t{:;ti:e (:;:gogtbew::lzga:&g only cauge of fear in my mind is, ae {wy adviceis that you become as
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DELIVERED

In e Salt Lake Assembly Hall,
Sunday Afternoon, Dec. 2, 1883,

REPORTED BY JOHN TRVINE.

Conditions on which the Eaints eball prevall—
Provalence of peaco—Tho fesllng in the
Enast—Falsohoods swallowed by & credulous
publia—No real injury—Tmmedlate prom-
tses—COnly one thing to be feared — The
Saints shall prevall through falthfulness—
The praise of the world a sigpal for sorrow
=Power of A united people-~The fercest
pereontion &ntecedent to polygamy—Ssit
that has lost {ta savor—Onl¥ one channal of
revelation — Yar Del; Vor Populi — The
Aaronic and Melohisedek Priesthoods —
Writing and Speaking — Epirits that peep
and mutter — Deoeltful deviocs of the
enemy—The men who have authority—The
parable of the ship—The mao who presides
—Invocation.

Y wirtLread a portion of the 103rd

Bection of the Book of Doctrine and

Covenants, commencing at the 5th

paragraph:

“But%erily I eay unto you, that
I bave decreed o decree which my
people shall realize, Inasmuoch as
they hearken from this very hour,
nnto the counsel which I, the Lord
thelr QGod, shall give unto them.,

#Behold they shall, for I have de-
creed it, begin to prevail agalnst
mine enemles from this very hour,

“And by hearkening to observe
all the words which I, the Lord thefr
God, shall speak unto them, the
shall never cease to prevail until the
kiogdoms of the world are all sub-
dned ander my feet, and the earth,
is given unto the Baints, to pozseas
1t for ever and ever.

“Bot inssmueh as they keep not
my commandments, and hearken
not to observe all worda, the
kipgdoma of this world shall pre-
vail againat them,

“For they wera set to be a light
unto the world, and to be the saviors
of men

“And inaemuch as they are mot
the paviors of men, they are as ealt
that has Joet its savor, and s hence-
forth good for nothing but to be cast

out and trodden under foot of men., |

But verily I eay unto you, I have
decreed that your brethren which
have been ecattered shall return to
the land of their inheritance, &nd
build up the waste places of Zion;

“tFor after much tribulation, as i
have 8aid unto you in a former com-
mandment, cometh the blessing.”

Iam thankful, my brethren and
gisters, for the opportunity of meet-
ing with you to-day under such fa-
vorable circumstances, and partak-
ing of that peaceable influence
which prevails alwaye in the midst
of the Haints of God. Itis a great
blessing which God has bestowed
npon us in giving nnto o8 peace. It
is a bleseing that is beyond price, in-
ocomparably greater than almost any
other hlessing that we can emnjoy;
for without it the other blessings
that we might have wonld be, toa
grest extent, obscored by the ab-
pence of peace.

I have been asked by a few whom
I have met gince my arrival yester-
day morning in the city, ir there is
not & great deal of excitement in the
enst conoerning us. Bome of- the
utterances of the papers probably
have given this Impression. But so
far as my observation has gone I
have seen no greater excltement at
this time than is usoal, or has been
peual in years past, prior to the
meeting of Congresa. There is
doubtless & desire on the part of
those who are anxlous to dousan
ipjury, to endeavor, by misrepresen-
tation and faleehood, to aronse feel-
‘ings against us and to make it ap.
pear necedsary to politiciane and
public men that something should
be done with us to check the growth
of this much feared organization of
the Church of God. And it is aston-
1shing—it would bea$least astonish-
ing it we had not seen so many in-
ptances of this character—how men
resort to the most unfounded false-
hoods—falsehcods which do not
have even the color of foundation or
the semblance of anythirg real
and trothful—to accomplish thelr
purposes. Bat presuming upon the
credulity of the public respecting
everything connected with . our
Church and our organizition and
movements, men abandon them.
selves to themost reckless assertiona
eoncerning us, without seeming to
have the least fear of their being
contradicted, and thinking, appar-
ently, that anything they can say
abont us; however fmlee, will Le
awallowed by the credulous pablic,
In this very thing consiets,to =

cerned. There is no foundation to
it. There is nothing tangible abont
it. Itisa lie, and it may ba maid,
therefore, to be non-exlstent. And
this opposition against us—that 18,
opposition of this character—can do
%5 in the end no real injury, becanse
trath must eventually prevall in
our case at least. That which is
real, that which i» true, that which
ia gennine, that which has an exlat.
ence, must in the very Dature of
things prevail in the contesi with
f1lsehood and misrepresentation, In
thisconsists, I may say, our strength,
We know that those statements
which are made, .o many of them,
concerning us are false, and we can
afford to wait to see the develoP-
menta which will follow, especially
when we onderstand, as we do, that
God, cur Eternsl Father, has made
promises unto us concerning thie
very condition of things to which
I am now alluding. Lt js not a new
thing for us to have this to contend
with. We have been warned abouot
itfrom the beginping, and in fact
before the Church {tself was organ-
fzed. The Prophet Joreph was toid
whoat he might expect, and what all
who sassociated themselves with
him fn the belisf and practice of the
truth might expect, and the warn-
ings that were thenm given, snd
which have been so ofien repeatad
gince to us as a people, certainly
have had the effect of preparing us
—to some extent at least—to en-

Y | counter the evile with which we

have been asrafled and with which
we have had to cope. God, cor
Eternal Father, s I have eaid, has
made promises unte us coocerning
this. We are not left fo imagine
what shall be the rerult. The mind
of the Latter-day Balnt is not left a
prey to apprehensions and fears; for
God, by His word, has removed
these and has given vs immutable
promises which the experience of 63
years has proved to us to be reliable.
We have proved then to be true in
the past, and we certalnly can
rely opon them for the future.

There 18 only one thing connected
with this work—speaking for n;lyae]f
{ndividually—concerning which I
have any fear, and that is ourselves.
I never bad any feeiing of fear
while L was st Waehington, »nd
the olonds were dark and menscipg,
and our enemies were threatening
and active in thelr preparations to
assail us; I never had, I can truth-
fully eay, any fear as to ths result
of their operations so long as the
Baints at home were united and
were seeking to keep the command-
ments of Ged, But when I heard,
az I did mpon one or two oooasions,
about division—for instance in elec.
tion matters—and hearing of breth-
ren not being united upon guestions
of policy, then, I confess, that a feel-
ing--a sickening feeling, if I may
8o describe It—would sometimes take
poseesgion of me.

God, in the revelation that I bave
read to you, has plainly given a
promiss unte this people, this
Church,

“Bnt verily I say unto you, that
I have decreed a decree which my
people shall remlize, inasmuch &s
they hearken from this very hoar,
unto the coanee! which I, the Lord
their God, shall give unto them.

¢‘Bshold they shall, for I have de-
creed it, begin to prevall againat
mine enemies from this very hour,

“And by hearkening to observe
all the words which 1, the Lord
their (God, shall speak onto them,
they shall never cease to prevail nn-
ti} the kingdoms of the world are
subdoed under my feet and the
earth iz given nnto theBaints to pos-
gess it for ever.”

Now, here is a_promise that the
Lord has given, He says, tF posi-
tive decres. It is a promise given
with conditions, and it the condi-
tions should be observed we may
rest assured thet the promise, in ita
entirety wiil be fulfllled, There are
no reservatione mbont if, only the
reservation connected with the con-
ditlons upon which it is made.
“They shall prevail.”’—that is if they
kecp His commandments, If they
obeerve the coumsel which He has
given unto us. Now in the next
paragraph He says:

#But inasmuoh ss they keep not
my commandments, and hearken
not to observe all my words, the
kingdomas of this world shall prevail
against them.” Oar fate, therefore,
as & people—that is, as ndividuals
at least—1a plainly pointed ont unto
us in these two or three paragraphs.

The principle upon which we can
be successful as a people is given on-

brought to pass are plainly pointed
out o we. The experience of the
yeara that have elapsed since this
revelation was given in which these
promiees are embodied, has proved
1o ug moeset clearly the truth of the
word of the Lord here apoken.
There bas never been an hour since
the Lord gave this word unto the
Church—not one hour—that they
have not prevailed over Hi? ebemiea,
when they have hearkened unto
Hiu words and kept His command-
ments. Where we have been sur-
rounded by clrcumstances of the
most threstening charaoter, when
there seemed to be no possible way
of eercape, God has opened, in the
mo3t marvelous manner, the path
before this people and made it plein,
and that which has seemed like an
rimpaseable barrler before them has
been removed, and they have been
enabled to pursue the path that
was right for them to walk in, We
Enow by experience that when the
Latter-day Saints have been most
faithful, have been most diligent,
when they bave been most zeal
ous in preaching the Gospel, in
building templer, 1o carrying omt
the word of our God as He has given
it unto us, then the anger of our
enemies has been most flerce a-
gainat us, But notwithetandiog the
tierceness and the heat with which
it hae burned, it has been powerless
against this people to injare us or
to interfere in any manner with oor
growth, and with the accomplish-
ment of the purposes of God en-
uoated to us. God knowa thi is an,
and we know it. We have provea
1t to our entire satisfaction—it seems
to me 80 at Jeast. 1t is no good sign
for us to be beloved by the world,
and to be spoken kindly of by
the world, however pleasant it
msy be to us, and however
much we may shrink from the op-.
poeite condition of affairs, and dread
1ts manifestation, and wish that jt
could be other wice—and it is natur-
al to human natare to shrink from
these trisjs—nevertheless it ia one
of the worst signs for ns as a people
to be spoken well of by the world,
and to bsfree from threatnings,
from opposition, and from hsatred.
It s not the trme coudition for the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Baiots to be in, to be petted by
the world, to be fostered hy the
world, to be epoken well of by the
worid, to be welcomed hy the werid,
to have favor showered upon it by
the world, because we ought not to
be of the world, Ged having chosen
us out of ths world. QOur true con-
dition ia that which we oceupy to-
day. I welcoms it; I thank God for
it; for the manlfestations that I see
around me comcerning us bear am-
ple testimony to me that the Lat-
ter-day Baints are striving to keep
the commandments of God, that
L they are dolng the will of God or
this anger, these manifestations
of hatred, this intense opposi-
tion, these grouudless seouss-
tione would not have an existence
against ua, 1say this is the condition
that God has designed that we
shonld occupy, snd Inatead of our
feeling to dread it, to wish it were
otherwiee, to shriok from it, let us
rather gloty in it, thank God from
the bottom of our hearts that we are
connected with His work and have
the privilege of taking part in soch
scenes rejthese——scenes In which ogr
predecessors, Who have gone to the
rest of onr God, have ahared in
thefr day and generation. Let us
thauk Him t{hat we live upon the
earth and have this opportunity—
this great and glorious opportunity
—of showing nuto Him that we are
devoted to that Qospe! that He has
revealed, to its principles, its ordi-
nances, itsendowments and powers,
and to the Church that is organized
upon the earth, in the plentitudeof
ite power, in thece laat days., These
are opportunities for which we
should be most profonndly gratefnl.
Instead of shrinking from them, in-
stead of being rcorry for them, In-
stead of feeling to dread them, we
should have the opposite feeling,
one of thankfulness maod gratitode
unto God that we are permitted to
share in them, and to liveat a time
like the present. I thauk God with
all oy heartfor thle myself; aud so
far ag these manifestations sre con-
cerned, they cause only one feeling
within me—have done sofar—and
that is a fesling of rejoicing and
thanksgiving within my bosom to

see the folfilment of the predictions.

of the holy prophetsconcerning this
work and the hatred of the world

agalast it.,

{

be porsued that- may not be in me-
cordance with the mind god will of
God. [tis of the otmost impor-
tance to us as a people that we
should be united. Qur strength,
oor prosperity, cur saccess in the
past, have heen due to union. It is
the union of the people that has
been hated snd that has bronght
upon us the persecution that we
have had to contend with. Thatis
all that gives ua importance in the
earth, Btrip us of union, and what
is there sbout 200,000 Latter-day
Haints in the Rocky Mountains that
is at all remarkable or worthy of
note? Well, we wonld be like 200,-
000 people aliy where else, full of di-
visjon and strife, who do not amount
to anything or have any particular
importance. Buat onite 150,000 or
200,000 people together, of one heart
and of one mind, a people who are
increasing, and there js & power
manifest that im presses men, They
feel that there is an unusual! power
and influenoe there which they eape
not comprehend, it Ja so different
from the syatems with which they
are-familinr, The fact that these
people are nnjted creates a dread in
the bressts of those who dislike
them. Itis this, my bretbren and
afaters, that has given us influence,
that has given ua importance, that
hss made us what we are, that
cauees us to occupy. the position that
we do, Take this away from us
and we are indeed, as this revelation
bas 8aid, like malt that has lost ite
eavor, good for nothing but to be
thrown out and trampled nuder foot
of men, Take away from n: asa
people the principle of union, and
you take away f1om us the salt that
makes us the savor that we are to-
day. And it ia of the ntmost impor-
tanceforus as a people that we
should keep thisconstantly in view,
It is against thls and against that
authority which makes us a united
people that the whole of the attack
againsf us ia directed. It is the
Priesthood of the SBon of God that
has made us united, It ia the rev-
elations of Jesus Christ through
that Priesthood coming unto us, giv-
ing testimony uuto us by the Holy
Ghost, that has brought us nnto this
anion, unte thie oneness that fs se
characteristic of this Church. Itis
against the authority that has pro-
daced these resuits, that the whole
strength of the adversaries of this
Kingdom ia directed,

We hear about plural marriage, or
polygamy 88 it s teraed. That is
merely & war ory. It is merely used
because it s s popular catch-word,
and they who use it know full well
that they only uee it in that form
and for that purpose; but that is nat
the real thing al issue. There is
something more than that, deeper
than that, higher than -that, broad-
er than that; bat it 18 not necessary
to let it be known that they are aim-
ing at thst. Polygamy, therefore,
answers the purpose, It appeals to
the jgnorant; it excites the clergy;
it stirs up the passiens of the im-
Eure, and itinflames the hatred that

necessary to intensify this con-
flict. But if such a thiog were poa-
stble that polygamy could be wiped
out to-day without wiping out our
faith and makiog us apostates, and
every man that has a plaral wile
was to put her away, it would not
lessen the hatred of those who op-
pose this work-—not ope particle.
Q! course, if we became npoatates
we would be like the world, and we
woald be of the world, But, I re-
peat, it 18 not polygamy; we know
that, We hknow that the flercest
peraeoution we have passed through
in our expetrience was anterior to
the practice of polygamy, was when
polygamy was not a doctrine of this
Chureh, when it was not a practioe
of any member of this Church.
Therefore, the hatred that ia enter-
tained to-day against thia work is
not traceable to that doctrine nor to
that practice. It is the organization
of the Church of God upon the
earth, Itis the restoration of the
Holy Priestheod. It is the anthor!-
ty by which man is bound to man,
by the effective bond of unien that
hes been ®#o wonderfally manifest
in the history of this peopls from
the commencement uniil the pres-
ent time. It is thet which ls hated.
It is the gathering of the people to-
gether. As General Clark said, who
ed $he militia at Far West, when
the brethren were prisoners: gald
he: ] woald adviee you to scatter
abroad, and never again organise
youreelves with Bishops, Presidents,
eto., lest you excite the Jealyusies of

the people and subject yourselves to
the same calamitles that have

Unwittingly he told & great
truth pregnant with {meaning.
That is really the great cauee of ha-
tred sgainst this people. If you were
to divide up and cesee to listen to
your Bisbops, to your presiding sus
thoritles, to the Presidents of your
Btakes, to the Apostles, to the Pres-
idency of the Church, what ia there
about you that would excite opposi-
tion? 'What Is there about you that
wounld mske you wortby of bewspa-
per notice? Ae I have eaid, yon
wonld be Jike any other Dnmber of
oitizens who are not banded togeth-
er by the ties of the everlasting cov-
enant and of the Goepel. Having
had the truth, and having had the
savor of rightecueness, yon would
be like salt that had lost tta savor, it
wonld be good for nothing, Ait for no
otber purpeee but te be cast oat and
trodden nnder the feet of men. This
flgnre of the Bavior’s in this revela-
tion—and as He used it to Hia dicci-
ples—is & most forelble and compre-
hennive flgure, There is no article
in the worla that is soutterly worth-
leas as ealf after it has Jost its eavor-
You cannot use it for any purpose,
and 14 i good for nothing except to
be trodden under the feet of men,
And how fruthfully it is exampli-
fled In the history of this peopie!
When a man has loat the Spirlt of
God, become an apostate to the work
of God, of what further use Is he?
He I8 good for nothing. He don’t
make even A good sectarian. And
it wouid be so with nus as a people if
we were to lose the salt of the Spir-
it of God; we would be good for no-
thing.

Now, there is only cne way In
which the commandments of God
can be revealed unto us. God has
1nc:nt left this in doubt., He has not

eft u= to grope in the dark respect-
ing His methods of revesling His
mind and will anto His children,
In the very beginning of the work
of God in these last days, tore-
move all doubt upon this subject,
God gave revelations untc thia
Chureh  in exceedlog  great
plainness, asnd there was one
principle that was emphatically,
dwelt npon and enforced, namely,
that there was but one channel
one channel alone, through which
the word of God and the camamand-
ments of God should come to this
people. The word of (God was not
to come from the people up, It was
not vor populi, voxr del, but it was
to be vox dei, vox populi—that is,the
voice of God aud then the volce of
the people—from God downward
throngh the channej that He should
appomnt, by the means that He
should institute, that word should
come to the people, and when
obeyod by the people would
bring the union and the love and
the strength consequent upon union
aud Jove. Apd this has been the
peculiarity aad the excellence of
this work of God thus far in the
earth. Its excellence has congisted
in this. Its power, its glory, the
glory that we have as a people, the
glory that belonga fo the Church of
@od eonslats in thia peculiar feature,
that the word of God to us comes
from God and not from the people.
It is received by the people,accepted
by the people, submitted to by the
people, and this has produced the
union and the love, as I have said,
that have charseterized the work
thas far in ita progress in the earth.
Take away from it this feature and
it becomes wesk as water that ia
anconfined. There is no strength to
it. There 1s nothing to be feared
about it. There it nothing to excite
animosity or hairea. But give it
this feature and it becomes a power
in theearth, Even if there were
only six men it wonid be & power.
Let there be twelve and it is twice
the power, and you go on doubling
it and it Increases In & proportionats
ratio, and it will do 20, as joopg as
that principle ls malntsiced and
lived up to. God revealed that prin=
¢iple In the beginning. Oliver Cow-
dery—n representation of whose or-
dination ie given to us on this ceil-
ing—received at the same time that
the Prophet Joseph did the Anron-
ic Priesthood. Jobn the Baptist,
who Jast held the Keys of the
Asronic Priesthood in the flesh np-
on the earth, laid his haods upon
Joseph, the Prophet, and him at ihe
same time., He afterwards received,
in common with Joseph, the admin-
istration of those who bad held the
keys of the Apostleship In the flesh
on the earth—that s, Peter, James
aud John. They administered un.
to him at the pame time that they
adm)niatered nnto Joseph, upon the
same occasion, and he became an



