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LOCAL AND OTHER MATTERS.

Attorney 'General A. C, Bishop
tranemitted Thursdsy to Nels Jensen,
county attoroey of Box Elder county,
the f llowlng opinlon respecting the
extent And manver of taxation .of
consolidated echool dlatricts uf varyiog
financial standinge:

Bi1:—1I have hefore me your favor of
August 24ib 10 which you recite that
Brighvm City pow coostilutes four
school districte, separate and distinet,
ope baviug sn indebteduess of £4,000;
aoother $3,000; snother §1,800; the
fourth being vut of debt with perbaps
& little money io the tressury. Y.u
state that the people of Brigham City
are desirious of copealidating these dis-

tricts, and you ask to be
advised, 1l the ufalriols nre united
intec ope bY tbe board of county

commissioners, wili the taxpayers ol
what ls oow the fourth disirict, which
ia out of uebt, he obliged to belp pay
off the bondel iondebiedness ot the
olher disiric & of will the taxpayers of
those districte which are bonded be
oblized to pa¥ off their owuo ludebted:

nest?

L am of the opinion that section 39,
page 478 ol the lnwe of 1896, tuliy an-
pwers your yueetion; it provides:

«The board of county commisslonera
of any county IDuy ofeale Into & achoul
distriot sny tercitory noot  already
sy created, of mBy oreate a dl-
trict out of a partor parts of one or
more digiriots apon belog petitioned to
ro o, by 80 mBny residents of suoh
territory awe have the care and cus-
tody ot Dot less than twenty school
children of achuol age restding thereln,
or upon to®e recommendation ol loe
county superintendent. The board of
connty commjseloners may change the
bonnuaries of, divide and coosolidate
existing echool districts. Whenever
the board of county commissioners
shall divide, coDsulidale or chatye the
houndsries of exieting school dlstricte,
said board shall have Lhe power, ap
ap incldent 10 euch div¥ision, conscll-
datlon of change; lo equitably adjust
the property righbts and burdeva ot
the several dlstricts a{lected thereby,
by apportionlog  existing school
ptoperty ang debls and hy modilying

or reapportioning texes ulready voted,
io sucn mnanoel ae the jusuce of Llhe
case whall in the opinion of such bosrd
demand. To uwccomplish such adjusi-
ment the board of osunty commie-
sioners msy direct tpeciul laxes 10 be

Jevied and collected on pariiculur

arens of dietrlete 80 chauged.??

Under this section, it ls clear tbaf
the whole question of adjustment of
property rights and burdens and the
apportioument of existing school prop-

. efty anod tndebtedness would be vested
io the board of county commissleneras.

The hoard would also be empow ered
to reapportion tbe taxea aiready voted;
in ahortthe board of counly commis-
slopers would be a trlbanal to deter-
mine ai] questions o relatioo to
property righis sod {pndebtedness iu
pich mannoer ne thoe Justice of the case
#ould lo thelr opinivn demaod,

I have the honor lo be,

Y our ohedient servant,

A. O, B1sHOP,
Aixtoroey (deneral

Apent the death on the 189th insi. of
Elder Andrew Bjorkman, who wae
performiag  missionary work lp
Bweden, Elder Arthur F. Barnee,
who was called at the eame {ime (rom
the same quoorum, block and ward,
eald today: Elder Bjorkman
was lendered a farewell party In oon-
nectlon with myeelf. Before golng

he expressed a strong desire Lo
take his burlal robes with
him. I tbought the polion a

very queer one and prevailed on bim
to abandon It buot the idea was glven
up reluctantly. Whetber he bau any
presentiment of death I cannot say.”

Continulng Eider Barnes said that
the decefsed hes & brother living on
Troop streei, Brooklyn, New Yurk.

This brother )= io the woou-
cérving business and s 1o s
prosperouy oondition. At tbe re-
quest of KEiaer Bjorkman Eider

Baroes visited the brotber and hie
family by whom be waa most pleasaut-
1y received, They regretfully ex-
presiod themsejves that "“Uuple John?’
bad Dot ¢alled on tbem on his way fo
Eurdpe. Tbe latter ahoounced hle
Ioteption of dolog that oo his wey
Lome.

8t. George Unlon: A little 3 year old
daughter uf Charles F. Fuster’a met
with a rerioua accideni, on Monday
last, by {aillng about teu {wet off the
top ot a stairs in tbe barn, strikieg on
s box conmtniping a Jump of rock ealt,
which bruised ber up conslderably,
but ahe ls now improving nicely,......
Liaat Baturday ailernmoon, Augnsl 15,
lightning | struck a coltonwood tree
standlog about lbree roads from the
soutbeast corner of Rutua C. Allen’s
domicile, tearlng out quite a atrip of
wood about eight or nine (eel in lenglh
apd tearing oft the bark in a setrip
about Bix inches wide., As tbe tree was
a guarly, winding one the pieces are
torn out with the grsin ef tlie wooq,
anu some pieces were hurled a dista nce
ol eeveral rode. The hark wae alao
torn oft the base of the tree three or
fuur inches, There ale s numher of
families liviog in tbe vicinity and
they think the lightning etrucs plenty.
close enough.

Wednesday afternoon tbhe property ot
Bkelton & Co., {incorporated) consisi-
ing of a etock of nooke and atationary,
wags levied upon under executiono in
tavor of the Provo Commoerelal &
Savings bunik on a judgment for $157.-
00; this wue followed by anolher levy
in favor of Hurst & Co. for $§49.67. An
attachment was then flled hy Hurst
& Co. in a suit for $49.87, and
Juhn Hkelton levied under an execu-
tion for $067.65. Tnestock is in the
hande ol Lloe snerift. L[t le oot known
wihether the compsny will be shie to
pay ila indebtedness in full, altbough
at presewt It is believed this caa be
Jone,

The mnnager, Mr. Robert Bkelton,
bar the eympathy of all who are ac-
qualuted with him, as be bas worked
most epergeticaliy toextricate Lhe gom-
pany lrom financlal logses rustained
through the 1allufe of others In 1883,
snd his many (rlends hoped he would
be suceessful.

A wooden model of a Jife-eavings
automstic car-conpler, the invention of
James Piorce, s Utah man residing at
318 south Beventh Westi sireet, was
hrought to the NEws editorlal rcoms
Thursday,and its vperations expiained.
The inventlon la simplicity itself, and
llke many other ingenious ocontriv-
anoces, It causes pne to wonder why it
was not thought of hetore.

Toa NEws man Mr. Plerce eaid it
waos the Tesult of three years of study
and work. He oow believes it to be
the best conpler in toe world snd the
only one that ahsnlutely removes all
Jdanger to the brave fellows who follow
raliruading for a livelihpod. As stated
the coupler is anlomatio and easily
operated elther froni the top oreide of
tke car, In using it there s no occas-
ion or necessity for stepping Letween
the cars at all. I consiste of a falling
ongue, the weight ot whicb is flfteen
pounds and poeeessed of a slfedglh
the five timesa greater than
the ordinary coupling link, a pocket-
like recepticie anuy & slde and top bar
by which it if¢ dropped and raissd,
It aufusts iteell to a high and low ear
as readily as it does to those of equal
height, and baa all the requisite “play’’
for etartiog tralns or rounding curves.
Altogetber it seems destined to bscome
ap imyportant, factor in rallroading and
in lessening the dangera thatl perlaln
therelo. Nnmercus railway men bave
already prooounced iI & murvelous
and valuable invenlion. A patent haas
been applied for and allowed.

A home company Wwlii]l shortly be
organized for the purpofe of puiting
the coupler oo tbe markel, As avon
ap that is done Mr. Pletce will go cast
with it and explain its advantages lo
prespeotive purchasers., The claim in
made for {tthat it complles with svery

Congresajonal Trequirement, locklaoyg
towarde the safety of railway em-
ployee.

Does the NEWS, or any of itn readers,
Enow of the whereabouts of Mr. Jobhn
Davie, who |lved in New Town,
Ebhw Vale, Moomothshire, Bouth
Wales? He was a member of the
Baptist church before joinilng the
Lintter-day Bainte, He left Europe for
Utab o the early tiftier, and would
pow be about 80 years old.

Any intormation regarding this Br.
Lavis would be gladly received by Mr.
E. D. Powell, Ontario, Ban Bernardino
Co., Cal.

James B. Pemberton of the Fifth
ward died yesterday forencoun at 10:30
o’clock. He bad been confloed to bis
bed since Baturday from malarial fever
and has heen so reriously 1)l that blis
tamily bave not expected him to live
for several days.” Mr. Pamherton was
57 years of sge and sefved in the olvil
wal o the 2let Illinola tnfantry. He
was & prieoner in Andersonville and
hns never recovered [rom eflects of
nis Im prisonment,

Tuesday morning a 18.year-old boy,
Isanc Bhepberd of Benjamin, fell from
hie horse in BHpanlsh Fork canyop,
where be was helpibg his father herd
shesp. He receivey internal injurles
and died in about half an hour after
the apoident. His tatber carried blm
on horseback ffieen i1niles to the rall-
road at Qlear Creek satation, from
which polnt the hody was abippel to
Bantaguin.



