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THE SENTIMENTS OF THE
SAINTS.

WE have received the following let-
ter, addressed to the prisoners who
have been sentenced to imprison=-
ment in the penitentiary be
cause of their fidelity to God and
his commandments, As we are not
in a position to consult with those to
whom it is addressed as to “he pro-
priety of publishing it, we venture to
give it a place in our columns without
asking fer the privilege, feeling as-
sured it will be of interest to all the
Saints. The writer gives voice in this
communication to the feelings of the
tens of thousands of Latter-day Saints
who dwell in-these mountains and in
various parts of the world. Not being
able to communicate to their beloved

brethren in Erisun their views con-
cerning their heroic deportment, or to
encourage them to any extent By the
public expression of their sympathy,
they will be pleased to have it so well
done for themn, as it. is by President
Joseph F. Smith in this forcible and

comforting epistle: _
July 16th, 1885.

President A. M, Cannon, Elders A. M.
Musser, J. C. Watson, P. P. Prait,
Rudger Clawson, Jos. H. Evans, Wmn.
Fotheringham, and other fellow-pris-
oners for Christ’s and conscience sake,

My DEARLY BELOVED BRETHREN:
For a long time 1 have desired to
whisper just a word of sympathy and
fellowship into your listening ears.
Not that I ¢an say aught that you do
not already thoroughly know, nor any-
thing that not been said, perhaps

far more fitting than I can say it; but
that I may add my mite to the copious
flow of sympathy and expressions of
confidence and love and admiration
which have already greeted you from
every hand, in honor of your manly
co e and patient resignation to the
will of Providence, and other noble
actions, so far, throughout this unhal-
1>wed persecution. would have you
know that I am not only ‘‘almost’’ but
altogether such as you are,except those
bonds, in heart and spirit respecting
the main gquestion. know not how
soon I may be altogether as you are,
including {mth the bonds and im-
prisonment, nor do I care, if it be the
will of heaven. I am willing to share
the lot of my brethren, whether in
suffering or rejoicing. It is a conso-
lation to know that we are only endur-
ing in part what our betters and equals
from time immemorial have had to
suffer, often, in full.

We are no more worthy to escape
than they were. It pleased God to al-
low them to suffer for a wise purpose
1in Him, that the cup of their enemies
might be filled, and if it so pleases
Him now, I have no doubt that some
of us at least can endare it as well as
they did. We certainly possess all the
rights and privilezes of the Gospel that
they possessed, and for which they
cheerfully suffered persecutions,count-
ing all things as dross, and taking joy-
fully the spoiling of their goods and of
their good name, for the excellency of
the name of the Son of Ged. We even
have morethan they, for now the ful-
ness oOf the spel - has been
revealed and restored, whilée in

.former  dispensations but part
was given. 1 will simply name
the glorious Rrim:iple of baptism for
the dead and all its attendant ordi-
nances, including sealings, adoptions
and holy anointings and ordinations,
which doubtless never were so fully
revealed in former Gospel dispensa-
tions (unless it might be in that of

Enoch’s) as in the *‘dispensation of the

fulness of times.”” Wenotonly have the

‘‘more sure word of prophecy,’”’ pos-

sessed and enjoyed in the days of the

Apostles to which Peter advised that

those of his day would ‘'‘do well to
tike heed as unto a llﬁht that shineth
" in a dark place until the day dawn and
the day-star arise in their hearts,”” but
we witness the dawning of that day
and the rising of that glorious ‘‘day-
star’’ in the hearts of thousands of
God’s people, no more to be dimmed
or to cease to shine until that which is
{n part is done away and that whicn is
perfect is come, e certainly enjoy
all the gifts and blessings, powers and

rivileges, rights and immunities, pre-

ctions .and ;promises —so far as we
have faith to c¢laim them — that
were ever  enjoyed by the
ancients, with equal length of
experience and culture, to which
we have added the history of their do-
ings and of God’s dealings ‘with them
by and from which to profit and gather
consolation and hope. Iwillnot dwell

longer on this familiar theme.

-

-

#1 am proud of my connection with
you in the noble cause for which yon
are counted worthy to suffer for con-
science sake, ‘‘For this is thapk-
worthy, if a8 man for conscience to-
ward ('Eud endure grief, suffering
wrongfully,”” and 1 thapnk you
from the depths of my soul for the un-
flinching, manly and tearless example
which you have so nobly set before the
people and the world, May the God
of our fathers bless you and yours
forever for your Abrahamic integrity

to ]yuur beloved families. Your names
will live in history to the end of time,
aned shine out bright through “all eter-
nity, if ycu but continue true and
faithful; they will be found foremost
in the bright palaxy of sufferers and
martyrs of all ages for trush’s
sake, and the cause of human
reformation and advancement, and
your children shall bless you froim
generation to generation, and to their
increase there shall be no end. You
are making history which will be
quoted in after time, and in which yoar
names will fleure as illustrious exam-
ples, while those of vour persecutors
will be held up to scorn and exeécra-
tion. They will be perpetuated in
effigy in some chamber of horrors,
while you will be embalmed with sweet
incense in the hearts of tnousands and
millions. Their names in eonnection
with the names of those who tortured
and martyred the ancient Prophets,
Apostles and Saints will go down to
eternal jinfamy, if they repent not—
if indeed their names are perpetuated
atall. What can be more apparent
than the fact that the same spirit which
actuated the ‘*Herods’’ and *‘Neros,”
and the Popes and Prelates of inquisi-
torial infamy, who sought the life of
the infant Savior, and flnally put him
to death, beheaded John the Baptist,
stoned, sawed asunder, scourged and
slew the disciples; tortured, burned,
crucitied, plundered and murdered the
early Saints and Christians, and finally
racked, tortured and burned ‘‘here-
tics,”’ reformers, thinkers and revela-
tors of true science and mechanism,
etc., now actuates the enewies of the
Saints, 8 4

Verily this same spirit is smoulder-
ing in the hearts pif our l})grseuuturs,
and is being rapidly fanned into Hames
by popular clamor and the bigotry of
the hireling priests of the day, threat-
ening to burst, on the slightest open-
ing, with brutality, violence and fury
upon the devoted heads of the defense-
less Saints. As God lives they are
reckoning without their host, notwith-
standing they are ftlushed with the
praise of the world, and an easy victory
over defenseless and non-resisting in-
dividuals. They have failed to take
into account that the God of heaven
has put forth His mighty hand to build
Zion and gather His scattered people
from the four qunarfers of the earch,
and lo! He will do it!

I have noted with deep interest, so
far as I have had opportunity,the prog-
ress of the crusade, and the rapiid-

1 increasing hardihood, impu-
ence, assumption and indecen-
cy of the crusaders. 1 have

noticed the shameful and consci-
encesless summersaults of thiechiefin-
quisitors in their judicial (?) ralings
the utter blindness or wilful dh{ﬁttgurci
of consistency or consequen¢'™y on
their part, in striving to accomplish
their ends., The manifest and more
and more apparent bigotry and bias of
the whole gang, from judge to spotter,
these and a thousand other things
pointing so clearly and definitely to
the animus and venom of their hearts,
and the paramount object of their
work and mission, that a wayfaring
man, though a fﬂﬂl, need not mistake
the infamous character of their inten-
tiond, however much they way try to
sugar-coat them with the color of law
and the *“*beauties’’ (7) of modern
monogamy and civilization.

It is astounding that they do not try
to cover their slimy tracks with some-
thing thicker than the flimsy gauze of
their pious regard and holy reverence for
the *“*expressed will of tifty-dve mil-
lions of people,” of which they have
proven themselves wholly regardless,
or they would have confined them-
selves to the remedies provided by the
representatives of the aforesaid **55
millions,’’ to extirpate'‘sexual crimes”’
according to the law. The course they
are pursuing cannot ffail «to result fi-
nally more injuriously and fatally to
themselves than to those they are per-
secuting, and to their cause more than
to that'of the supposed victims, The
fruits of eur labors bear in them the
seeds of life, while theirs bear the
seeds of sorrow and death. For halfa
century we have held aloft and carried
to the world the olive branch of ‘“peace
on earth and good will to man""—*life
and liberty and equal justice,”’ warning
them of the wrath to come. In return
they have met us by mob violence,
scorn and contumely, -slander and
abuse, and with arson, plan-
dering and murdering, and with armies
and munitions of war, and finally with
unconstitutional and proscriptive and
barbarous laws, and equally barbarous
and infamous Governors, Judges and
Prosecutors. But as God lives their
time will be shortened.

From my heart I say God bless you
one and all, and reward vouan hundred
fold for all you may have to suffer, and
our persecutors double for all their
wickedness. 1 revere and honor the
sacred principles for which you so nobly
stoed before the bar of injustice, and
for which you are suffering fines and
incarceration.

(God help us to pass through the fire
unscathed and come out purified and
refined as gold from the crucible.

We do not forget you in our prayers,

nor do we forget the injunctions of the

to His word and commandments, and |

‘beloved Redeemer, to pray for our

enemies. I will leave you to judge as
to the relative character of these peti-
tions. All within the compass of my
social sphere join me in heart-feltsym-
pathy and love for you and your be-
loved families, and all Israel.

I am, 1n the bonds of the New and
Everlasting Covenant, now and for-
ever, your friend, brother ancd well-
wisher. JoserH F. SMITH.

——— A A et
A BEGGARS’ BONANZA.

I¥ the ““Mormon Question were set-
tled after the manner desired by some
of its more extreme antagonists, the
system would be, in the language of
the resolutions passed in Ogden, at a

1 Methodist Conference a8 few years ago,

completely “*stamped out.” Ths pro-
cess would be summary, as the same
authority said it “*should not be rea-
soned with.”

Such a method would mnot :only be
oppressive to the ‘‘Mormons,” but

would be a great hardship toa large
proportion of their most inveterate
enemies. They should reflect upon
this, and “look before they ]ea?," est
they, by their own act, plunge into the
slough of poverty. Theﬁ should con-
sider the source from whenee they ob-
tain a livelihood, and net be soready
to place themselves on the altar of sac-
rifice. These worthy creatures shouald
be reminded of the necessity of having,
at least, some little regard for
their own  welfare, and not
betray so much magaanimous eager-
ness to throw the **loaves and fishes”
afforded by the existence of **Mormon-
ism’’ and the **Mormons”’ to the dogs.
They should not exhibit so much
anxiety to excite popular fury against
the Saints, lest the general hatred of
them should resalt in their utter anni-
hilation. Were such a wotul result
reached, what would the small army
of sectarian hat-passers do for a liv-
ing? Their occupation would be gone,
No more would their gentle voices be
lifted vp with plaintive cry in the
congregations of eastern*‘gulls,’’while,
with tearful eyes, they recounted the
fearful condition of **Mormon" igno-
rance and depravity, that has no exist-
ence save 1n their collection dis-
courses.

No more could these philanthropists
pose as heroes, that put those of soul-
stirring romuntic tales to the blush, as
they related their hairbreadth escapes
fromn being *“*stamped out'’ by the aw-
ful “*Mormons.”’

The truitful theme of the degradation
and misery of ‘“*Mormon’” women
would no more be manufactured and
dealt out by a host of pious and oily-
tongued creatures. For, be it said,
these constitute the chief disentanglers
by which thegursu-strings of the aver-
age eastern dupe are loosened, aand
dollars and dimes are poured into the
capacious laps ot the anti-**Mormon”’
evangelist, whose winning ways are
wonderful. Then why, O why should
‘‘the goose that lays the golden egg”’
be ruthlessly slaughtered. If the
wealth-producing bird were deceased a
plate passers’ wail would be the in-
e¢vitable resuit. They would undoubt-
edly exclaim, in tones of des-
pair—**Behold our chief source
of revenue is no more, and we have not
wherewith to obtain the luxuries of
life. No more will we be enabled to
‘Draw the l{m% bow’ upon the ‘Mor-
mon Question,’ and with that magic
wand draw the ducats from dupes.
Our imagipnation must pow remain
comparatively dormant, for the never-
failing theme upon which we were
wont 1o cultivate it has been effectually
‘stamped out.” Never again upon this
subject can we work upon the sympa-
thies of the tender-hearted and soft-
headed benevolent people, upon whose
credulity we have been accustomed to
‘prey, wiile inciting thewm to pray for
the Latter-dav saints.”

If “*Mornnonism” and the ‘*Mor-
mons'’ were obliterated then would no
longer such notices appear in the Utah
Christian Advocate as the following,
which adorned its latest issue:

“Rev. T, C. Iliff, Superintendent of
Utah Mission, expects to go KEast in
the interest of our mission, and we
advise our Eastern friends to surrender
at once, as resistance is useless; for
he knows how to loosen the knottiest
purse-strings.”

The “Mormon Question,”” being a
beggars’ bonanza, i1s surely wnrke& by
some people most industriously, as;ap-
pears from this in the same paper:

“Rev. P. A. H. Franklin,a Norwegiau
converted from Mormpnism, will go
Eastin the interest of e Scandinavian
Missionin Utah., Brogher Franklin has
been peculiarly successful in winning
his countrymen to Christ. Wide awake,
sound; injudgment, with a pleasant
vein uf humor, we are sure he will be

f & welcome visitor among the churches,

and will not return empty handed.”

* Mr. Franklin, whoever he is, lmﬂng
become detached from ‘“Mormonism’
evidently has aneye to business. He
will doubtless be a great success in
nis new role, His *‘vein of humor”
will be of immense service in illumi-
nating a subject of unusual gloom, and
may probably be appointed to the post
of ‘‘funny man of the alms-asking
brigade.

By way of advice to those who de-
rive financial protit from the *‘‘ Mor-
mon Question,” it may not be amiss
to caution them against saying a word
about the superior morality of the

honestyand industry, It m

“ Mormons,’’ i
rmons,”’ or about their ll&lﬁ?gl:;: | ship, Green Couaty,

those eastern people to look nbuutr
them and see some of the licentious-
ness, squalor and mise around
their own doors, and they might
be led to devote some of their
charity to subjects nedrer home,
and no remarks should be made
that would tend to contract a collec-
tion to aid the redemption of
the Saints and the overthrow
of “*Mornonism.” But this caution is
most likely quite unnecessary, as the
practised passers of plates know
*‘How to loosen the Kknottiest purse-
strings,”’and soorder their discourse as
to be sure they ““will not return empty
handed.”

But it is in order to advise anti-
“‘Mormon’’ tinancial evangelists not to
painta picture sufliciently black about
the Saints to cause sucha popular
whirlwind as would sweep them off the
surface of the ©planet. Such
& consummation would be a serious
mopetary disaster to a good many peo-
ple among whom it might cause some
suffering, Let them give heed to this
pathetic plea and €0
on the **Mormons.”” Bat, *‘for good-
ness’ sake,” don’t let up on account of
the inhumanity that more vicious
methods entail upon the **Mormons.”’
Don’t give them the slightest consid-
eration, for that would indicate that
there was a faint scintillation of the
spirit of Christianity in the hearts of
their maligners and persecutors.

WHAT WOULD BECOME OF
THEM ?

YESTERDAY we ventured to state that
it would be a frosty day for a some-
what nuamerous class of people if
“Mormonism and the Mormons” were
completely extinguished. We referred
then more especially to clerical plate-

passers, who make occasional tours
through the east to gather in dollars
and dimes on the strength of the plea
of letting in light to illumine the al-
leged gloom of **Mormondom.”’
Gentlemen of the cloth are not the
only ones, however, who derive profit
from the existence of the prominent
question, It will be observed that
members of the medical protession are
anxiqus to thrust a finger into the pie.
In evidence we present this extraet
from the Idaho Statesman: |

““soyvernor Curtis is in receipt of a
petition to which his signature is
asked, from Oneida County, addressed
to the Christian chuiches of America
and reciting by means of a preamble
and resolution, that the Mormons be-
lieve in the cure of bodily diseases

t a little milder|

heard the **Mormon”’ doctrine and be.
came enamored with it, He vigited
this city and became confirmed -in tne
faith. turning to his home in the
east, he told his wife he must have twg
more wives. She rebelled against b

pr_nposn.l.

“While this matter was gomé on,
Phillips received his commission to
preach from the church authorities Ip
E;lt}'Ln]ke, nuddl:ttﬁ prepared to eyep.
tingly sprea e polygamous
among the t'&umru:::nil.es.Y T

Three weeks ago a boy, named Fop.
ner, while in -a well, was overcome
with poisonous gas, and after an ex.
cited crowd had gathered around the
spot, the question was discussed asw
who shoulda descend and bring the lad
to the surface.

‘‘Among those present was one man
who offered to go down after the
young man, provided $25 was given
nim. This sort of talk called forth the
heretofore latent courage of Missjon-
ary Phillips, who saw a chance to add
immortal praise to his name @and fur.
nish a fresh sort of miracle for the
chuarch he had started oul to serve, A
rope attached to the windlass was pre-
pared to be adjusted abouti his body,
80 that in case he felt the stupef
effects of the foul air he could sig
and be brought to the surface. But no,
he scorned all such precautions, and
said his faith in the only true gospel
was sufficient to overcome all difficul-
ties, in proof of which he would not
have any safeguards, but would res-
clue th,? young man by his own exer-
tions.

Of course Phillips weat down and
attached the rope to the person of the
unconscious boy. When the two were
brought to the top the lac was saved,
but tne unfortunate Phillips fell to the
bottoln of the well and was killed.

By this incident was ‘‘Mormen”
fanaticism exemplified .and the
of the faith of the Saints proved tos
demonstration, The illustrating ex-
ample has one defect, however, tha
somewhat mars jts potency—it isi
positive falsehood throughout.

The poor creature who formulatel
it ought to have considered before-
hand how easy it would be to discover
its mythical character.. No person
named George Phillips has been com-
missioned to preach by the Charch
authorities at Salt Lake, and no such
individual is known to them.

It must be a poor cause that hasto
be bolstered by such unmanly and dis-
honorable methods. In case the con-
ductors nf our cotemporary are not
ashamed themselves of such contempt-
ible business, we take the liberty ol
feeling some shame in vheir behalf.

through the laying on of hands, and
that in many cases they are denied the
attendance of a physician, and this is
an appeal to thechurches for funds to
establish a dlafensﬂ.rv at Malad City,
Idaho, with Isaac Drake, M. D., as
physician and Chas. T. Koons, secre-
tary, in order to give relief to the be-
nighted Mormons. Now this may be
a very wortbhy object, but surely they
have gone to work in a very peculiar
way to attain it. As the thrifty and
prosperous Mormons, who have ‘inade

to xeceive the benefit of the movement
it seems only proper that they shoul
be called upon te establish it. . But as
this is not the method adopted, and
the churches of distant States and Ter-
ritories are called upon for contribu-
tions, it looks as though it was simply
a plan to provide a soft place for the
two individuals named at the expense
of the charitably inclined.” :

Itis true that the Latter-day Saints be-
lieve, as did the disciples of the primi-
tive Curistian Chuarch, in the healing
of the sick by the power of God,through
the anointing with oil, laying on of
hands and prayer of faitn. I'uere prob-
ably is scarcely an Elder ol experi-
ence but nas witnessed striking and
even marvelous instances of the etli-
cacy of such admipistrations. Bat
wauy have not faith to be healed in
that way, and the statement that many
are denled the attendance of a physi-
ciun, is false. There are a large num-
ber of physicians in Utah, and the pur-
port o1 the petition would show that
nearly all their practice is among non-
‘*Mormons,’”’ which would make it ap-
pear that the latter are an exceedingly
sickly lot.

The Statesman is right; the project is
‘‘to provide a soft place for the two
individuals named, at the expense of
the charitably inclined.’” The Drakeis
evidently desirous to gobble a goodly
proportion of any funds that wmay be
raised under this specious pretext,
while the sly Coon aiso purposes put-
ting his paw into the pile.

If the ““Mormons’’ and their religion
were wiped out, what would become
of the medical drakes and coons, and
how would many clerical eormorants
get along?

*

A BAD BOLSTER.

——ille—

A LocAL evening cotemporary keeps
up its struggle in support of the idea
that the faith of the Latter-day Saints
in the interference of God in their be-
half, in delivering them from what they
look upon as oppression, should be
crowded out of them. It makes a
fearfully flabby attempt to illustrate
the impotency of ‘*Mormon?®’ faith. It
is in_the shape of a story, which, in
brief, isas follows: |

———— -
CYCLONES AND TORNADOES.

Di1sPATCHES in this issue describe an-
other terrific cyclone which visited
portions of the Southern States yes-
terday. These destructive storms are
becoming so frequent that one would
suppose the people in some sections
must be getting used to them. But

the desert to blossom as the rose’ are{ their frequency increases rather thn

diminishes the terror they inspire.
Tornadoes are quite as frequent, if not
more 80, than cyclones, and are much

more destructive than the latter, ac-
cording to the extent of ceuatry over
which they respectively ﬂweeg.
Therc is a considerable differenze
between a cyclone and a tornado that
is not generally understood. An ex-
lanation is given on the subject by
ijeut. Finley of the United States
signal corps. Cyclones are ocesn
storms moving landward, he says,
while tornadoes are land storms, al-
though they sometimes pass out to sea
aconsiderable distance before theirfu
is exhausted. The cyclone is a tropica
productand 1s comparatively unknown
in summer, while the tornado comes
from cool regions and is most destruc-
tive in the warmest weather. The
cyclone has great breadth and a ship
may float in it without injury, while
the track of the tornado is narrow, and
nothing but adamant can resist its dis-
tructive power. The cyclone which
sweeps over the Atlantic from the
West Indies in September or October
is the same as the typhoon which
ravages the coast of Japan, but in ori-
gin, course and destructiveness it is
wholly unlike the tornado, to whose
revolutions tremendous atmospheric
ressure is said to give a speed of
,000 miles per hour.

———————l i — .
VIEWS ABOUT CHOLEREA.

THE medical faculty are still at sea re-
garding the cause of cholera. Taat
most generally accepted is the germ

(George Phllllpa. of Dunkirk town-
Pennaylnnn,]

theory. This is stoutly combated by
Professor Mezzeroff, of Brooklyn, who
has passed through two epidemics of
the disease. He holds that the plague
is a concomitant of earthquakes, and
is caused by the escape of gas conse-
quent upon these subterranean distur-
bances. Of course the discussion is
beyond the realm of the ordinary un-

scientific mind, but prubl.bl&n
ble hint may be taken from the learned
veteran named in relation to a means
of reventing the disease, which
he claims to be effective. He says:

“The bhest medicine to prevent
cholera is the following, namely:
Chlorate of ﬁtﬁah. one ounce; nitra
of potash, a -ounce; black pepper,

1
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