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EDITORIALS.

WORKERS IN THE DARK.

THE organization of a secrat sociely,
In Cleveland, Ohlo, for the suppres-
slou of *Mormonism,” Is an incident
of strong signification. The inaoga-
ration of an assopiation of that kind,
does not exclie sarptize in wa. Our
astonishment wonld bave been in-
tense had no such movement been
begun. The strength of fesling in-
spiring those who have entfered
npon this work of darkness is meas-

urably indicated by the readiness
with which they subscribe funds for
the accomplishment of thelr pur-
puse, Ten thousand dollars is a
cuj::;idemble sum to begin operations
with,

The important and vital character
of the Church of Jesus Chriat of
Latter-day Balnts is almoet demon-
strated by the wide-spread and com-
prehensive opposition it has to meet,.
Bpecial and unjnstly discriminsiing
legisiation, schools, charches, politi-
cal and other organizations nre
all alming their shafta at
it with vindietive thrust and
deadly purpose. The warfere has
been both open and secret, but it
appears that the stab-in.the—back
modus operands ia likely to be large.
1y in preference and preponderance,
judging from the inifiatory under-
ground organization estabiished at
Cleveland.

Buoch movements, being connect-
ed with a subject of popumlar inte-
rest, have a propogative tendenecy;
therefore it wounld oc¢casion no
special surprise to us if the example
of the Qieveland anti-“Mormon”
secret antagonists shouid be foliow.
ed by men of simjlar bent In other
olties throughout the land, Thus
the trying aituation of & people
seoking to carry out their bonest
oonvictions of right is exhibited,
while there I8 a corresponding man-
ifestation of the abeence of any
sentiment of magoanimity in the
breasts of the generalify of the
people of the country at large, who
elther look apon the spectacie with
opatby or exultation.

It 1= a remsrkable coincidence
that the secret association for the
suppression of “Mormonism® should
have its origin in Ohio., It was in
Kirtland of that Btate where the
Prophet Joseph Bmith recelved a
revelation pointing to that smbject.
The date upon which it-was obtaln-
ed was 'February B0th, 1831
balk of it ie devoted to the duties of
the Elders, eapeelally in relating to
carrying the Gospel message to the
world. It contalns this prophetie
passage:

st And behold, it shall come to pase
that my servants shall be sent forth
to the east and to the west; to the
north and to thesonth; and even
now, let him that goeth to the east,
teach them that ahall be converted
to flee to the west, and this in ©con-
sequence of that which is coming
on the earth, nnd of secrét comdi-
nationa.”

This prediction anticlpated the
formatlon of such organizations as
that recently established at Qleve-
land, And as one of the Jeading ob-
jeots will be to hinder the progre:s
of proselyting by the Elders, place
every practicable block in the way of
the pecple receiving their message

and put to great annoy-
ance and inconvenience tho:e
who obey the Goapel through
their labors, they were in-

strocted to advise converts even at
that early day to seek refoge in (he

west agalust coming tribulationa

and searet combinations.

Bat secret combinations of one
branch or department of the social
structure with antagonistie aims
against some other department cov-
er the Iand from one end to the
other, and threaten grast disrnp-
tions in the nation. They are like
moths that are ealing away the pro-
tective garment which has oclothed
the Republic and shielded it from
the blasts and storms of adversity,
but so snre as these workers in
darkness incresse in numbers_and
power, &o certuin will the mantle
of liberty and peace fall from
thae shoulders of this Intrinsically
great government, which every true
patriot will seek to sustain againat
ihe encroachments of the enemies
of freedom.

The Prophet Moronf, a8 will be
gsen on page 585 of the Book of
ss Mormon,” clearly foresaw the sit-
nation of the nation and the world
at large regarding the secret societies
which have multiplled 8o abundant-
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Iy of late. Bpeaking prophetioally,
his words being directed specially to
the people whom he knew wouald be
living ootemporaneously with the

people, maid:

““Wherefore, O ye Gentiles, it is
wisdom in God that these things
shonld be shown unto youa, that
thereby ye may repent of your sica,
and suffer not thes: murderous com-
binations to get above you, which
are built up to get power and gain,
and the work, yea, even the work of
destruetion eome upon you. * ¥
Wherefore the Lord commandeth
you when ye shall see thesze things
come among you, that yoa shsll
swake to the sense of your awful
situation, becanss of this secret com-
bination which shall be =zmong
YOII.”

The folfllment of the predietion
s0 far a3 the establishment of eecret
societles, of n sinister character is
concerned, i3 perfectly cl:ar, and
thelr farther development and dis-
astrous effecta are merely guestlons
of time. The late Lord Beaconefleld
asgerted that this secret agent was
undermining the superstruotures of
the strongest governments, who
wonld wultimately find IE¢ beyond
their abilities to cope with.

Buot a3 the oolmination of the
subtile movement will be distress
and destruction, it will finaily be
annihilated. The disreption it will
prodoce will be succeeded by an era
of peace, llkethe gerenity thsat fol-
lowa the war of elements in a than-
der storm, The Lord throngh ihe
Prophet Nephi (Book of Mormon
page 85) says: °

“T must needa destroy the secret
works of darkcezs,and of "muorders
and of abominations; wherefore, he
tbat fighteth againat Zlon, both
Jew and Q@entile, both bond =and
free, both male and femsle, ehall
perish,"”

Notwithstanding the falsehoods
that are published by the jgnorant
and designing to the contrary, we
proclaim the fact thai the genins of
the work in which the “Mormons”
are engaged is In the interesta of re-
generstion, morality and homezn
rights, and this ecmmuonity as a
whole are struggling for the main.
tainancs of' great principles of
truth, We regret to see people seek-
ing to tear down the commendable
snperatructure they are laboring to
rear, knowing as we du that the
effect of their opposition, espacially
if done under cover of darknessz,
will be disaster to themselves.

CHARACTER AND EFFECTS OF
PROTESTANTISM,

IN this issue we publish a communi-
cation on Linther’s Work, its nature
and effects, The paper is written in
good style. [Its author not only
shows famiifarity with the facts of
the reformation, but exhibits soand-
ness of philosophy and no smal) de-
gree of protandity of thought.

It did pot require mny great
subtllity of reflection to arrive at
the conclusion 1hat Protestantism
has acted in the capacily of a dis-
integrating agent and a disturber of
aoities, 'Thoze effects are every.
where apparent wheraver its inflo—
ence has obtained. It is notonly a
promoter of external disunions, but
tends to fragmentization within its
own borders,

Bat our correapondent haa point-
ed out one of the chie! caures of this
marked oharacteristic of Protestant-
fem. It Hes in the nature of its
origin, It was born of protest and
orfticlsm, and as & nataral conge-
quence has remsined true to the
chief pecanliaritiez of its birth, It bas
continued to protest and criticize
agalust itsell, antil it is divided Into
a host of seots, ail the progeny of the
Rorish mother, whicg gave protes-
tantical birth to the source from
which the fragmenta sabsequently
Bprang.

The connecting truth that Protes.
tantizm has led 0¥ easy Btages to
the development of infidelity is
evinced not only by the existence
of widefpread actusl unbelief, but
aleo by the semi-skeptical expres-
sions #o frequently nttered by the
feading divines of the day, showing
the strong tendenoy totake extreme
flights from orthodoxy.

The inclination fo increase ero-
tism In the individoal as well a5
social disintegration is conapicaons-
Iy apparent. The “I am hoiier than
thon,” sentiment lifts the religions
leadere and their more prominent
follo wera so far above the masses of

the veople that there is between the

bringing forth of the record of htsf

two clusses but a slight If any bond
of Bympatby.

But we Ivok upon Protestantism,
as n whole, as one of the foremost
liberators of popuiar thought., Its
very pature of eriticism and protest
oonstitoted it the feading factor in
the development of the liberaliza-
tion of the world, Bot we believe
its misslon is drawing to & olose.
We look upon it as having been a
necessary religions condition ander
the hand of Divine Providence. But
we are convinced that the great es.
gential to true civilization now is =
system that possesses the chief
cnaracterestic a0 conspiouous for ite
absence In FProtestantism—some-
thing that will anify the couflioting
slements of society.;

What is generaily denominated
“Mormonjsm' possesses Lhis char-
acteristio to a wonderful degree,
Wherever lis genios prevails onan-
mity fis proprotionately extended.
This is one of its lesding besuties,
althongh it is regarded by many as
its most objectionable leature, We
hold in addition thet its nacguca-
tion was conducted ander divine sup-
ervision, and its inspiration springs
from the same source.Protestantism
hed a great mission, the fulfilment
of which we belleve to be near ite
completion;  **Alormonism* has &
greater and is only in ite jnciplent
atagee. The latier s essentially re-
fromatory, and isy: the axe at the
root of the tree, For thia reason
rearward religion mar:hals its forces
and shows Inite opposition to it &
greater degree of numty than it prop-
ably ever exhibited since the days
of Martin Lother, the celebrated
reformer whoee praises have receni-
Iy been sounded wherever the infln-
ence of Protestantism extends.

LUTHER’S WORK,
178 NATURE AND EFFECTS,

Editor Descrel News:

The recent celebratfon of the Lun
ther Commemoration pivee occasion
for some eerions reflections on the
true jmission of Protestantism. To
correctly wumnderatand Luther we
musk apprecizie the different factors
entering into Enecpean ,civillzation.
I think it will be easy to show that
the movement inaogerated by him
has proved & disorganizing one.

The history tof European civiliza-
tion,ghows three great factors. First
Rome, under the Kmpire brooght
elvil equality, man ioet his tndivi-
duality and was only esteemed asa
citizen, a component part of the
clty or the state. The Germanic
hordes brought in individuality—
liberty, snd gave wua feudalism

the reign of j pure-self, of might.
Between the two stood chris-
tianity, breathing a spirit

of charity, resuiting in the abolition
of slavery, amelioration of serfdom
and the elevation of woman, Asin
tho dust and smoke of the battle,
the unity of operations is concesled
from the spectator, o in the tarmoll
of the conflict in the middle ages
between feudsi barone, the royal
power and the church, the part each
played was obscured by pazssion. and
the directing hand concealed from
view; butas the ages have rolled by
and the clouds have risen, we gee
what the prowesa of each confribn-
ted to the final resunit, and to the
custedian of moral prineiple must
be accorded the victor’s lanrel.

At the opening of the sixteenth
century If royal powerbad well-nigh
suppressed feudal Anarchy; peacefnl
developement might havs been
counted upon, Many reforms pre-
ceded Luther, but he was successfui
because he cavae from the gennine
stock, and the doctrine he advocated
was rooted in the o)d barbarfzn in-
dividuoality which had made feadal-
ism the scourge of Enrope,

It can be conclugively shown that
the Hugnenot rebellion in France
wad s political movoment re-estab-
lishing feudalism and wenkening
centrai power. Had Calvin #ri-
amphed French unity had forever
perished and the Munssulman inva-
slon t.riumghed. Bo, too, in Ger-
many, Lother's appesls were to the
petty princee,exciting thelr jealonsy
and ambition.

In fact Protestaniiem is not & re-
Hzion, but philosopby. Born of
criticism, protest it oannot Jeed to
unity, bat to diversity. Catholi-
cism has passed its zenith angd can
no longer insplre. Protestantism
led by easy siages to Montaigne,
Voltaire and Ingereoll, It presents
no synthesis of life and gives no
onity of aim to social effort. It an-
tagonizss social aims by its eritical
s?irit leading to egotisam in the indi-
vidoal and disintegration in society.

If Luther could have looked for-

ward and seen with prophetic eye
the social life of our great olties,
wounld he not have shuddered at the
prespeci? In conclusion there mupst
be some organization of the moral
prinefples to give uwnity of slm to
the building of a perfect state, and
in this Luther’s work fajled. Mate-
rial greatness is nof the sole guar-
antee of sopial progress. The emo-
tions are as much to be heeded as
the inteliect and wo system ‘of reli-
gion has social worth where the
beart is sacrificed to tbe head.
C. D, M.
BarT LAKE CITY,
Nov, 16, 1883,
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THE BUSINESS OUTILGOK.

I¥ our merchants do mot exercise
discretion, the late freight rate re-
dootion 1a llkely to rezult in alocal
business emash of no small propor-

tiond. Bince the dewnward jump
made by the rallroads on freight
from Omaha, it Ig stated, by good
anthority, that the Increasze In busai.
ness on the lines running into this
city has amounted to abont thirty
carloads of goods a day,

Thiz shows overstocking by mer-
chants to an enormous degree. The
question now to be considered ia
how are these goods to e disposed
ot? There ia little or no increase in
the consumption. The resalt is in-
evitable, Many of our buginess men
will be left with plethoric shelves,
and, unlese they>are well supplied
with cacgh capital to bridge over the
stream of approsching tight times,
with depleted exchequers, Doubt.
less not a few will be unable to
meet purrent jobligations. Failure
will be the consequence aud & con-
afiderable depreciation of general
credit its concomitarst,

Of course the overstockers are de-
pending upon a rise of rates, but
that is quite uncertain, It may
tarn the other way and a further re-
daetion be made, Should thia cccur
the imminent disaster would be
hastened, as the balance would be
turned In favor of those who have
peen cautloualy holding back, and
they would compe) those with mams-
moeth aecumulations of merchsndise
to sell at figures that weculd be ruin-

ous,

Bhould the railroads ralse thelr
rates the sitostfon would only be
partially improved, &3 no cirenm-
staznce but an increase of consump-
tion—of which there is no prospect-
wonld  provide an [outlet for
the unwarrantable quoanélty of
merchandize  being shipped in-
to this Territory. With =
large surplos over the natural de-
mand we are afraid some of oar
merchants will be left to moarn be-
cauge “no man buyeth their mer-
chandize.”

It kas been predicted in this eity,
a8 a result of the present business
sifonstion, that, inside a pericd not
exceeding six monthe, goods will be
sold in Balt Lake City as cheaply
as in Chicago. While we believe
this view to be somewhat extreme,
it will be well for our merchants to
move with more caution than hos
recently been the rule.
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THE CHIEF EDITOR HEARD
FROM.

THE following i8 extracled from a
letter, written al Denver, and dated
the 16th inst., from C. W. Penrose,
Eesq. His nomercus friends will be
pleazed to learn of an improvement
in his health, the object of his frip

being recuperstion—
#We did not reach thecity of the

plains until last night. Wepnt up
at Bt. James® Hotel. We aslayed at

Castle Gate one night, at Clmmar-
on, the entrance to the Black Cany-
on of the Guoniscn one night, and
at Cacyon City two nights, putting
in the daytime “viewing.” Bome-
times in snow, sometimes in eun-
shine. The weather here ia besutiful,
88 it has been mwcat of the way.
The acenery on the D, & B, Q. is
grand in the extreme. Castle Gate
is & marvel,-the Gunnison gorge
massive, precipitons and Imposing,
but the Grand Canyon of the Ark.
ansas excels everything in ita line
that I have seen. At the Roya
Gorge—=so originally named by
Byrother Savage—nearly perpendicl-
wlar walls of bare stone—granite and
porphyry, tower up toa height of
1,500 fest above the track, which runs
20 close to the Jeft wall of the gate

that yon could touch the rock

wilth your band wbile you rush by
in an open obeervation car over a
bridge the iron beama of which are
fitted into the solid rock on either
side, while the Arkaneas river dash-
€8 zlong over & bed of bonlder: be-
neath. The rosriug train, the
smoke and the steam:, the dark,
gloomy walls of the canyon—deep
green stene splashed with black,and
red porphyry with inky streaks—
the feaming river,and the thin strip
of biue sy overhead make a picture
not easily forgotten.
“Marshall Pase ia another point
Rail.
Fourteen miles of

that will meke the D. & R, &,
road famous.
dogway around the mountaing is

madeatan average grade of 211 feet to

the mile up to an eminence of three
thousand feet above the stariing
point—Bargent’s Blatfon. The traiu
winds in and ont, squirming likes
snske, pufing and tolling, turniog
around sharp curves that lcok as if
they wonid double the thing up and
snap it in two and when one thinks
the eminence must be nearly
reached, eway up there shows the
track marking the mountain g!de,
and still farther up is a frelght train
switched to wait while we climb up
and paes by,

When the summit /s reached we
are 10,500 feet above eea lovel, and
begin the descent very elowly, a
pilot engine gomg ahead to lock out
for danger. There are six miles of
snow ®heds on this pa=s, which
have onenings tn the side at inter-
vals, but of conrse cbacure the view.
The whole toad is ecenic and is well
conducted. The road bed is solid,
the irains ron smoothily, and the
conduoctora actually call the names
of the etations so that a traveler
can understand them.

Brother Bavage has taken views
of most important spots, and we go
sonth to-night for more. I am feel-
ing better, though I fAind mysell
rather weaker than I thonght I was,
when physical exertion ia requlred,
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THE IDAHO DELEGATE.

A Malad Valley, Idaho, correspon-
dent writes in this way =sbout the
Delegate to Congrees from that Ter-
ritory:

“‘In one of your editoriales, under
title of A Mild Mannered Man,”
you passe much toomild an opinion
on Mt Biogiser, He made great
promises of what he wounld do for the
people.  He pledged himseif to have
Margh Valley separated from the
Keservation, it being principally
rettled by “Mormone.” He got 2
great many votes from professed
“Mormons,” who were foolieh
enougk to belleve his promises,
which 1t appears he never intended
to keep. In his speech fn Malad
before the election, he proclaimed
himself a champion of religious lib-

erty In the fullest sense of the
term,”

Ouor oplnion mAay not have been
atrong enoogh to soit onr correspon.
dent, bat why shonld time be wagt-
ed In commenting apon the conduct
of & man who apparentiy has no re-
gard for ivis pledges? It is unneces-
sary forus to write down Mr. Sin.-
giser, a8 he does that himgelf more
effectually than it conld possibly be
done by

any other person.
One who pledges himeself
to any fine of offlgiz]l condoct

to 2eciire votes enongh to sail into
office and then pay not the slightest
regard for his promises is guiliy of
the commonest form of political
trickery, and marches into position
under false colors and mpon fale
pretenses.
. Mr, Bingeser is reported as favor-
Ing the total disfranchisement of the
““Mormons,” on saccoutit of thelr re
ligioons belief, which he esteema sz
mild measure. That failicg to sac
complith the suppression of the
Balnts, it would then please him o
see harsh measures applied, A
man who icoks apon the wholesale
robbery of an exemplary commoni-
ty of the 1ight of euffrage and con-
sequently of every vestige of the
power of seli-government, cannot
possibly Bave the smallest appre-
ciation of the vaine of the franghise
or American institatiors in generai,
Many of Mr. Singiser’ former
friends of a1l ¢laeses throoghoot
Idaho, compiain of the gentleman’s
political slipperiness. It 1s barely
possible that he does not, after all
entertain any Bpeoial antl-*Mor-
mon” biss or bitlerness ssg profea-
sional politicians do a good deal for
bancomb. -
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It is the general opinion that
floral decorations at funerals are now
carried 10 excess In all the Atlantic
States, and efforts are being made to

diecontinuwe them,




