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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

PAYING THE DERT.

There ptobably has never been a
time in history when a natfon in the
epjoyment of as perfect immunity
from armed conflielts as-is the United
f3tates, bas experienced such a general
teelinz of uncertaioty regarding tbe
immedijate future as does the Republic
under the present 1ndustrinl situation.
It there were well-defined issues as in
the days of thbe Revolution or preced-
ing the great ¢lvii war, there might be
some way for tbhe people to make up
tbeir minds as to the pature of coming
events; bot at present, while there
seems to be a general fear in all parts
of the nation regarding an approach-
Ing origle, there is no definite idea as to
the form in which a settlement of the
questiobs will be effected, nor iz there
unanimity of opinion as to what these
unsettled questione really are. Thbe

nation ig8 truly perpliexed to an ex-
treme degree. The armies of ulem-
ployed, tbe atrikes, the wunDcertain

relatloos of capital and jabor, and Lhe
growing disaffection with political
parties and systems, all create a con-
dition of unrest that is far from com-
forting to the nation at large.

Who would have thought that so
great a cbange could have come in so
abort A time, as has bren witnessed
within two years? By way of con-
trast, turn attentlon for a moment to
the situation as dercribed 1n the New
York Heral/din July, 1892:

Thbe business of tbe country is in a pro-
vokingly benltby and flonrisbing con-
dition. Imports doring whe fiscal year
ending June 30.b were greater than those
of any former year, amounting to $833,-
000,000, while exports also exceeded the
highest record and reached the enorm-
ous aggrogate of 31,027,000,000. Rallroad
earnings for the firat six months of
Lthe year are grealer than those for any
similar period in history, and the output
of manufactures bas been greater than
ever before. Bmsiness failures for the
first balf of the present year have been
1,00 fewer im number and $40,000,000
less in gross Habilities than they were
during the corresponding period of 1891.
New industrial enterprises for manufac-
toring iron, cotion and woollen fabrics
are going inlo operation in various sec-
tions, and while the margin of profits is
small, business is on a golid foundation,
and tbe outlock in every direction is
hopeful and encouraging. The grain
crop is promising, money is abondant
and colleclions are easy. In the face of
such a condition of things the calamity
howler mnst remain silent.

That all this Is chanped no one will
deny; but for the change, political
papers and speakers give Lhigs, that or
the other cause, chief amnng these
being the policy of oneor tbe other
party relating to tarifl, aliver, eto. Yot
when obe looks deep into the facts of
the case, il cannot be denled that
neither of these is the main cause of
the trouble, nor tbat each is at best
but contributory in one way orthe
otber.

The truth of the matter is that the
roseate "pigtute of two Years ago was
not a true one, It m&y have appeared
on the surface as described, but at
tbat very time many of the

causes whioch have produced the
iater unpleasant effects were in
full operatfon. With the boast of

greal prosperily the people were ex-
travagant and recklees, and ‘‘boom?’
operations were in vogue in factories
and shops, in states and municipalities,
In homes and private living. The
country was reaching beyond its
capacity in expenditure, and now the
uebt gontracted is being collected. The
day of reckoning is sumetimes swift
and gometimes slow in it coming—but
come it must, every Lime.

REMEMEBER THE SABBATH.

The obligation on tbhe children of
men 1o set apart one day every week
for the worsbip of their Maker aud for

devotional meditation a~d exercise is
solemnly set forth by holy writ in all
aZes aad among all nailopns favoered
with divipe revelations. It is one of
the Juties so ¢learly stated us to numit
of po justifiavle misunderstanding.
During the Mosaic dispensalion, when
the Jewish state wus poverned on
theocratic principles, the people were
told: “Six daywshait thou jabor, ana
do all thy work; but the reventh day,
the sabbath of the Lord tby Gou, thou
shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy
son, nor thy daugbter, thy manserv-
ant,nor thy maideervant,nor thy cattle,
nor thy stranger that is withino thy
gates,”’ Violation ofthis statute was a
capital offense; for the law reads:
‘“Whoaoever doeth work thereln shall
be put to death.” The sauctity of the
Sabbath was recognlzed throughout
this diapensation, although the prohi-
bition against work on that Say was
later somewhat modified. Thus, it was
considered lawful to perform aocts of
charity that could not be postponed,
as for lpstance, saving the life ofan
apimal in immioent perll, an inter-
pretation sanctioned by our Bavior,
who alse, as Lord of the Babbath, al-
lowed such work to be performed on
that day as was necessary to aliay
suflering and eustain lite, all of which
was contrary to Pharisaical orthodoxy.

1n the following dispensation, the
sanetity of the Babbath may be In-
ferred from the fact that Christ’s fol-
lowers on that day particularly com-
memorated, in tbe breaking of the
bread and partaking ot the emblemat-
ical ¢cup, the atoning dealh of the
Bavior, Aslong as the Jewish state
existed, the Babbath of the Mosalc dls-
pensation was consclentiously ob erved
by the converte, but on the Jali of the
capital and the destruction of the tem-
ple, the day was gradually changed
fromtheseventh day of the week to
the flrst day, and the Babbath received
pew significance from the resurrection
of Christ. As the old Sabbath wae
he commemoration of the creation
of the wotld and the deliversnce frem
Egypt, so the new Babbath became
the day in which to remember that
regeperation and dellverance heralded
by the victory of theBon of God over
death and hell, a2 evidenced by Hlis
resurrection and ascension, The
Christian Babbath, therefore, is s0
much myre wortby of observing as the

Chrletian dispensation 1s In advagpe of
the Mosaic era, as Cbrist wag 8uperior
to Moses.

It we turn to tbe Book of Mormon
we find that the peopleof this gonti.
nent observed the Sabbath ag part of
their religious duties. Alms, on the
authority of the Almighty, taught
his followets to s8L apart iyune
duy in every week’’ that they should
gather themeelves  together syq
worship the Lord thelr Goq.??

Nor does the Lord 1n this age speak
with uncertain voice Concerning the
duties of the Saints as to the Sabpath
Lo the revelation on this subject, given
through Jeseph the Prophet, he payg:
“Remember that on this the Lor'd’é
day, tbou shait offer thine oblationg
apd thy sacraments unio the Moag
High, confessing thy sins untp thy
vretbren, and before the Lord, Anpyg
on this day thou shalt do none other
thing, only Jet thy food be preLared
with singieness of Dearl that thy fagt.
ing may be perfect, or, in otber worgp
that th¥ joy may be full.” !

With this unanimous testimnon
servanis of the Liord Io alj ag{:;o:g
dispensations, it is strange that any-
buuy sbould be in the dark fegarding
bis duty in the matter. Yet such is the
n fluence of the worldly spirit, that
even professed Buints stand ip danger
of continual violation of tne precepts
of their Fatber relating to the Sabbath
Onpe form of Sabbatb-breaking BBBms-
at this time to call for partieular gep.
sure, begause of the pernicioug and
widefelt influence it may exercige
uniess abandoned in time, for a betier
course, We reler to the Erowing
habit of arrapging parties on the
Babbath day, where friends meey
Irjends for mutual amusement, ingtead
of visiting Lhe house of lbhe L,ord for
edifieation. Neeu it be said, that gyeh
parties,even if the pastimes indulgeq |
arein themselvesinnoceni-——which very
otten is far from the cape—are Hagrang
violatlivns of the law of God? In the
first place they detract from ihe at-
tendance at the public places of wor
ebip, Lbereby exercigine in a negative
way 8 detrimentai influence gy the
services. 1o the next place they tend
lo empty the hearls of Lhe partakers
therain of such feellngs of devopioy
and Chrisiian sentimentality as are
abeolutely necessary for a bealthy
spiritual growtb. An individual whoge
heart is not habitually and regulariy
broughtunder the influence of the heuv.
enly dew will soon be a barren deserg
void of ali fruit of righteousnese, W hat
the lije-giving stream of Water is to the
parched field, that is the communion
with brethren in the publla,meetings
to the wsoul. Withdraw it apg
substitute for it worldly pleasures—
whether these be sought at the bathing
resorts, the amusement hall, or the
card table—and the results wili be dig-
astrous.

And then the example to the ohij-
dren! These are taught to worship
God and to bonor His day, but suoh
teachlngs will .be wasted, if by the
habite at home they find that the Sab.

:bath 1s no more thao any other day,

And thus the seeds are sown which in
a future generation will ripen Into
turther violatlons of the jaw of God,
all through a neglect to keep that day
holy.

The Babbath 1a & day to be kept as
one of rest, of moral improvement and



