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VISIT TO A VOLCANO OF THE SANDWICH |
ISLANDS.

[Extracts from the Jumal:! Elder Geo. Q. Cannon.]

In May, 1854, 1 had occaslon to visit the conferences on
the island of Hawail (the Owhyhee of Captain Cook),
and while there, together with several of the elders, both
white and native, went to view the far-famed volcano of
Killauea. On account of our numbers, we found it most
convenlent to go on foot, our opportunities not being very
good for obtaining animals. The district of Hilo, through
which our road principally lay, 18 very fertile and produc-
tive, In consequence of the guantity of rain which falle
almost dally.

We left Walakea (or, as it called by the whites, Byron’s
Bay), for the mountain, early in the morning. Our road
was tolerably good; in many places the roots of ferns,
which grow in great profusion all through this district,
were lald crosswise—corduroy fashion—making It pretty
good walking.

It is a singular looking country along here for some
tnlles; Its surface |s undulating, and appears as though it
had been formed by the frequent deposits of lava flowing
from the crater. The soil 18 very rich in places, and
covered with ki, fern, and occasional patches of timber.
The latter part of the road, however, was pahsehoe or lava,
whose scanty covering of soll was worn off by the con-
stant travel of man and beast, In places, this lava was
very emooth and slippery; and cooling as it ran, it had
formed its2lf into fantastic shapes of every form and
variety.

We passed through several small villages where they
ralse kalo—thelr principal article of food—in tolerable
abundance, and for which they find ready sale at the
bay. Our appearance was generally hailed by the cry of
¢‘the white men,” and troops of boys and girls, as well as
grown up natives, rushed to the road slde to scrutinize us,
and ask questions, which gave us a good opportunity to
lay our principles, to some small extent, befere them,
which were produoctive of some good, for, when we re-
turned from the crater a few days afterwards, we had the
pleasure of baptizing several and organizing a small
branch. We reached the half way house at a place
called Olaa, about the middle of the afternoon. and
stopped for the night.

The next morning, after breakfast, we resumed our
journey—the man with whom we stopped accompanying
ns as guide, to show us the wonders of Kilauea.

The country resembled In some respects that through
which we passed yesterday, bul uninhabited. After a
toilsome walk of some seventeen or eighteen miles, we
arrived at the crater a little before thres o'clock p.m.
‘Wa saw nothing to indicate our near approach to it; no
truncated top as we see In plctures of other volcanoces,
nor elevated summit to be distinguished in the distance,
but an immense chasm or pit with perpendicular sides,
about 12 miles in circumference and 1000 feet deep.

We became aware of our proximity to the ohject of onr
Journey by the steam which we gaw issuing from the nu-
merons flssures and pits scattered aronnd on the surface
of the ground, in the vicinity of the edge of the crater.
In the distance Mauna Loa loomed up with 1ts regular
and dome-like summit, from which there was a very vio-
lent eruption In Pebruary, 1852, which caused some ap-
prehensions to be felt for the safety of the town of Wala-
kea, on Byron’s Bay—the principal place on the island.

As the main part of the company had not come up, we
deferred our descent until morning, and employed our-

selves In visiting the pits and seams, whence the steam
Issusd, In some of these places the heat was sufficiently
great to cook potatoes; and in one ravine we found bana-
na treee and a few sweel potatoes growing. Therels a
gulphur bank or mound a short distance from the brink of
the crater, called Ly the natives the kiona, where there
are & great many chimnles; out of which a strong
sulphurous steam was Issulng, and so hot as to almost in-
gtantly scald the hand.

We ascendad the mound, and examined the difTerent
aperturze, the eides of which were covered with fine crys-
tals of a yellow color. The vapor which Is emitted from
these holes {3 almost overpowering, and the fouting ix so
very precarions that mothing but a strong curlostty conld
have {nduced us to approach the edges of these chimnies.
We collected some very flne specimens of crystalized sul-
phur, but owing to the want of facilities to carry them
without spoiling, we were only able to pregerve a few.,

The whole of the surrounding country bears the impress
of the agency of great Internal fireé which are constantly
at work, and which causes the whole of the {sland oceca-
sglonally to tremble. -

We found a spring of water near the edge of the precl-
piee, which, our gulde informed vsy, was formed by the
condensation eof the steam on the surromnding bushes.
Ohkelos—the Hawalian whortleberry—grow quite plenti-
fally, but many of the natives, I vnderstood, are so super-
stitious that they will not tonch them, as they say it will
be sure to rain, and they will be apt to perish with eo.d.

Towards four or five o’clock the natives had all arrlved;
they brought up a large calabash of pei—a paste made
by pounding the kale root—on a pole between two of
them; also a hog that had been killed and cooked In the
grouud® by the orders of bro. Napela, who was caterer
for the party; every ons of the natives had also brought :
along a emall bundle of pai ai (kale pounded and wrapped
in A3 leaves.)

We stoppad for the night in & grass house which had
befn bullt on the brink of the precipice for the accommo-
dation of virllors, and In the evening we had a splendid

® The procesi of cooking In tha ground, so csmmon |
amoung the Pacitiy islanders, 1a as follows:—They make a
round hole in the groound, varying in sizge according to the
quantity of food to be cookad, and then buijd a fire In {13
they then pile a larze quantity of etones on the fire; when
they are thorouzhly heated, they are spread evanly on the
bottom and sides of the hole, If kalo (a root which they
cultivate and usa as their common staff of 1ire) Is to be
conked, 1t i« piled on these In a conical heap, and then
covered thickly with leaves: on the leaves thers 18 a coat
of dirt thrown up of sufiicient thickness to prevent the
eacape of heat or steam, and just before closing it up en-
tirely with dirty thers is a bucket or $wo of water poured
ia at the top to be eonvertaed Inio steam by the heal of the
sonse; and this cooks the food. Ta this manner meat Is
aso cooked, with the exoeption of not pouring water in
a2 with the kalos i a hog, it s filled with heatled stones,
. pacieta being made in the ghoulders for the Insertion of
Dot stones; water Is then poured Into It to create steam,
and 18 15 1ald on the heated stones in the hole, leaves be- |
i first Laid to keep I8 frem ebicking ta the sten:e or
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view of the lurid fires of the volcano; their refiection on
the moving clouds of smoke required but little stretch of
the imagination to people the bottom of the crater with
living beings. It was easy to account for an imaginative
‘and superstitious people, as the Hawallans are, belleving
that these fantastic forms of clourds were the spirits of
the departed, they were so truly life-like.

In consequence of the aititude, we found it quite cold in,
the night and had to keep a good fire in the house; there
being no chimney, the smoke annoyed us condlderably.—
In the morning we were up and stirring betimes, and,
without stopping to eat breakfast, commenced to descend,
accompanied by our guide. By the ald of a good stout
stafly which we found of great benefit, we accomplished
the descent in safety, and soon found ourselves at the
edge of what has been appropriately called the black

ledge,
This was an immense field of lava which ran all ro

the pity, and was the effect of some former eruption. The
appearance of this lava was singular indeed, resembling
in many respects the gea, in its wave-llke np]}Elm,
or a fleld of shore {ce from which the watér had receded,
leaving it shattered and cracked, In fact, I cannot com-
pare it to anything better than a frozem sea, black as
coal; some portions of it resembling the &a in a stale of
rest, other portions as it would appear In & violent storm;
In some places the waves had combed one over another,
as in the ocean, and in this position they had cooled.—
(Great care had to be observed in crossing over these comb-
ing waves, as the crust was thin, and there was danger of
breaking through. How awfullv grand must the sight
have been when this whole mass of lava was in motjon-—
a sea of liqguld fire—and how insufficient langnage is to
convey to the mind of man anything like the effect the
gight of it would have prodused !

In cool'ng, it had cracked, leaving large scama from
which steamn and heat lssned, and in many places we had
to use caution In crossing them on account of the Intensity
of heat. These fissures varied from two to six feet in

width.,
The upper crust of the lava 18 celinlar, something 1ike

honeyocomb, and wvery light and porous, and erackled
under the feet like coal cinders. We felt our way careful-
ly with our poles, llke men passing over a frozen Jake.—
There were several ridges of rock thrown up, and as we
approached the vicinity of the fire, we came to & hill re-
sembling a limekiln, which emitted a thick, large
body of smoke and steam. It was composed of a varlety
ot earths and rock, and seemed to be the chimney stack
of the crater. I climbed np, and looked down a 'ﬁy}e from
which a sulphurous smoke and vapor arose, the inhalation
of which involved considerable danger. The gides of this
chimney, iike those we visited at the Kiona close to the
brink of the preciplce the previous evening, wﬁ covered
with crystals of a yellow color. We tried Lo ascertain its
depth by throwing stones down, but we could not hear
them strike the bottom. Within a few feet of this was
another very large chimney, out of which a dense smolke
Issned, 8o dense as to preclude a view of the interior; it
was a dangerous experiment peeping into this chhmney,
owing to the precarious natura of the footingi one false
step would have proved fatal to the explorer. This, we
were told by the guide, was all incloded, a few years ago,
in the pit or crater that was constantly active; of late
years it has decreased to it8 present size, and only oc-
caslonally breaks forth in any other place.

Leaving this, the gnide led us over places that Jooked
dangerous and very risky, and I felt that we wereindeed
treading on a volcano and we had to be careful where we
stepped. A feeling of awe very natorally crept over me
and I felt how wery inslgnificant man is, and bow little
he knaws of the works and operations of his Maker.

While geing fromy what I call, the chimney stack of the
crater towards the pit or caldron, we had great difficulty in
breathlng, on account of the strong sulphurous smoke
which the former emitted, and which the wind carried in
the direction we were going. When we came to the edge
of the pit, a sight met my eyes which I think I shall never
forgel, and which surpassed, in sublimity and grandeur,
anything I had cver witnessed or imagined; langnage is
too falnt to convey any of my feelings; I oould nn;'rnpress
my evclamations of delight and admiration, It se far ex-
ceeded what 1 had read In written descriptions, or what 1
expected to see. 1 felt amply repald for all my teil in be-

bolding this awfully grand and stopendous workof the
Creator.
The pit we Judged to be abont fifty or sixty feet deep,

with perpendicnlar sides, nearly round, and abonty as near
as we counld judge, one hundred yarde across. The strong-
est heat eeemed 1o be round the edges; and in one side
there were two. large holes, very cloge together, which
looked more like the months of two very large furnaces
than anything else 1 ever saw. Here the melted lava or
matter was in congtant motlon, & perfect mase of ignid
fire, surging and heaving like the waves of the sea, with a
nolse which the paddles of a steam veesel galling in the
otean sfightly resembled—it was truly a magnificent sight,
Before we reached the caldron, the sound of the epouting

and eurging matter resembled the booming of heavy artil-
lery at a distance,

¥ B

with beavtiful red velns here and there through i3 it had
amovement—sometimes flowing quickly, other times slow-
ly—Irom the north east to sonth west, to the places where
it was raging o violently. It was surprieing to see with
what ease it wonld melt this stony mass and convert it
again into a fivddy throwing it out sometimes with great
force. Oeccasionally it wounld roll up in other parts of this
vast caldrony red and fiery, with a glow, heavy movement.
twisting and curling 1o all manner of chapes, and II}I.II;
relapeing Into s former positlon. Where 1t was tilack, a
stone wonld indent ity but not sink out of sight.

We found great quantities of caplllary Flass, or as the
natives call 1t Peie’s halr, belleving it to be the goddess’
halr—bat, owing to the want of facilities for preserving it,
we brought but little away.

A party of natives had been here, 80 we were told, a few
days before, throwing the bonesut arelative into the vol-
cano, with hogs, fowls, &c.—sacrifices to propitiate Mad-
am Pele’®, The pit is called by the natives ka dnag o
Pels, (the pit of Pele.) ¢“Pele® was formerly, and is now
by many believed, to be a goddess, younger sister of Papa,
the woman that brought forth the islands, acoording to
the old legend; the first-burn being JMawall, and the last
Kanal and Nijhan.

Pele, It 12 eald, came from Kahiki, (foreign lands,) with

barming, wod it Is then covered as thekalo.

hor brothose and sislers, and Mved first at Kaualy, from

thence to Oahu, thence to Molokal, thence to Mauly and |
finally, took up her residence on this island, Hawail,
where she still continues to malntain it. The quiescent
craters on all these islands glve evidence of the existence
of active volcanoes on them in ages past. E

The Hawailans formerly believed in a plurality of gods, |
and “Pele’® was worshipped in comjunction with the rest,
and had her devotees and priests as well as the rest: her
place of residence or lua, was believed to be the place
where all the spirits of good chiefs and men went to dwell;
the bad ones going to the pe or place nf darkness in the
centre of the earth—the dominions of Milu, tpiu Pluto of
the Hawallans, ,

The practice of throwing the bones of dead relatives Into
the volcano, used to be, and is quite commumon among the
worshippers of this goddess. Their idea &, that if ¢“Pele”
{s pleased with the sacrifice she will consume the bones,
and the spirit of the deceased will be permitted to return
as a familiar spirit, and be with one of the family; if the
sacrifice 18 not acceptable the bones are thrown out of the
caldron.

We stood on the brink of the caldron watching it bub-
bling and hissing, and it seemed, In looking at the liguid
mass, as though the popular theory of a central fire was
| somewhat plausible. I thought I should never be tired
looking at ity but as we had a journey of eighteen miles
before us, we were réminded to be stirring.

In returning, the gulde led us back another way over a
lower portion of the pit or sea of lJava; it eeemed to be very
little above the level of the burning matter in the caldron.
Ie pointed out to us several places where there had been
reoent eruptions, leaving large craters or pits, the bottoms
of which presented a similar appearance to that portion

.

Ings report for the paper as often as time and cireums.

stances will permit?—ED,] b LR .

Horticnltural—The Valley Gardener.—Culture
of the .

EDITOR OF THE DESERET NEWs:—~Having many
enquiries by new comers, and those unacquainted with
raising garden vegetables in Utah, I take the liberty t»
offer a few remarks on the culture of the Pea, derived
from six years’ experience in cultivating upwards of thir
ty vazleties which have come to band, brought from diffes
ent parts by various persons.

All the varieties of peas thrive well, and are adapted t»
our soil. A moderate rich soll 1s the best for most varie-
ties, and all the better if of a light sandy nature. The tirse
of sowing depends on circumstances; any variety may be
safely sown, If the ground is in good condition, from the
first of March to the first of May. The plan 1 have gen-
erally adopted is to sow three or four varleties, for a gen-
eral crop, about the 10th or 156th of March, and if properly
selected, they will follow one another in succession for the
table.

The following list is the best I am acquainted with for
general culture:

Rarly June, 2 feet high, will be ready 1stof June.
3 Prince Albert, 2 feet 6 inches high, will be ready 10th of
une.

Blue Surprise, 3 feel high, will be ready 20 of June,

Blue Imperialy, 2 feet high, [for a general crop,) will be
ready from the 25th to 30th June.

Woodford’s Green Marrow, 1 foot 6 inches high, will be
ready from Ist to 10th Julv.

[The matchless Marrowfat, brought from Boston by G.
B. Wallace, is by far the largest and best pea for genersl
garden culture than we have ye t seen.—Ed.]

of the fleld over which we were walking, having cooled
and preserved its wave-llke appearance.

HOME CORRESPONDENCE.

G. 8. L. Crty, March 31, 1855.

DEAR CARRINGTON:—On Thursday, the 22nd, 1 left
this city In Mr. Daley’s mall stage, which was heavily
loaded. The U. 8. Marshal, the Clerk of the Supreme
and First District Courts, Mr. Bauvier, a merchant at
Provo, and Mr. Lyman Wood, the Indian interpreter at
Springville, were my fellow passengers. The roads were
bad from the effect of the late storms. Mr, Booth, the
driver, in eompliance with the U. 8. mail contract with
Mr. Daley, having to stop at all the post-offices within
five miles of the road, our progress was necessarily glow.
1t was langhable Lo see the persevering and untiring Booth
packing the mail bags fllled with newspapers and other
malil matter gn his back balf a mile from the road to find
a post office. Marshal Heywood®s health being very poor,
he was under the necessily of leaving our company at
Pleasant Grove. We arrived at Provo 9 1-2, p.m.

It belng court week, a grand jury had been in session
since Monday, wailting the arrival of the Hon. Leonidas
Shaver to administer their oath, and give them the &n-
lernn charge required by law and ¢‘time honored custom;®?
but learning that the Jodge was sick, the jury dispersed
a8 soon a8 Marshal Heywood arrived and settled their
fees. 1had like to have sald it was Jucky that the court
was not much néecded, only an appeal case that 1 have
heard of, and It in no hurry; law muost take its time. Next
spring term will do as well, perhaps, If not better; in faot,
the people had not time to atiend court, unless there was
something very exeiting on hand, as the season is advanced,
fences to repalir, wheat ficlds to sow, new ficlds to enclose,
city wall to Lulld, streets to repair, water ditches to clean
out and bridge; s0 much on band that a court of two
t weeks would have been thowsands of dollars damage by
hindéring the people from their work.

I st out in my garden gome peach and apple treei,
planted out current bushes and grape vines, and repaired
the fence; and reoelved calls from a oouple of dosen of
my friends who came for counsel,

Satorday, went down to examine the fence that encloses
my meadow, direct the making of repalrs thereon, the
burning of old grass to prepare the ground for the new
cropy and to make arrangements for the consiruction of
ancther string of fence. In the afterncon, the mail ar-
rived in Provo from California; in the evening I went to
a play of the Dramatic Aseoclation, at the Music Hall,
called ¢the Rent Day” and followed by a farce, the
éiSketches in Indiaj?? the house rcrowded, stars ghone
bright. Messre. P. M. Westwood, the two Nuttalls, and
Wm. Allen, are hard to beat on a stage. In fact, the
play ehowed a display of talent that was Interesting, as
was manifest In those who had little experience. Mrs.
Keiting, Miss Clarkson, and the other ladies, did extreme-

ly well. _
Sunday, rleepy In the morning, from being Iate at the

play. Went to the mecting hall at 10 1-2 a.m., found it
crowdedy Elder J. Terry was preaching; when he closed, I
followed with an address of one hour, on the nececsity of
union and perfect onencss among the Saints. In the
afternoon a general oouncil of the Seventies, composed of
delegates (romn every settlement in the county, met in the

r

The surface of the matter while guieseent, was h}a&,.l

meeting hall: they meet once a month to report the con-
dition of the quorums and the branches, also the standing |
of the SBeventies and other business. After thelr business
was over, I addreseed the Seventies on the subject of
exerting themselves to enlarge the subscription list of the
Deseret News, and upon the necessity of the voung elders
observing “the Word of Wisdom;”? recommended the
eldere, as far as consistent, to dlspense with the use of tea
coffee, tobacco,and spirituous liquors entirely. At 6 1-2 p.m.
I addreesed the Salnts for an hour and a half on the sub- |
Ject of seelestial marriage.” The meeting was crowded,
and although the house would contaln 400 people, as
many went home as got In the room. The brethren in
Prove will have to wake up and build their meeting-house,
as the only chanee to secure a comfortable seat to hear
the instructions of the elders.

Monday evening, attended a eouncil with the elders in |
the new council room at Lake City, 19 ft. by 22, comfort-
ably finished, and meatly furnlshed. We dedicated the
room to the Lord, as it had been recently built by the
subscriptions of Blshop Rarrington and a few of the elders,
| and furnished by the sisters in good style for the purposes
of n council and prayer rooms

Tuesday, by the politeness of Mr. Robert Neslin, I rode

with him in his carrlage, and arrived In this city at a
quarter after 4.

GEQ. A, SMITH.
[The readers of the “News” would doubtless be much
pleased with reportsa from the monthly meetings of the
Seventles In Utah Couwnty. Wil the clerk of those meet-

VARIETIES.

l There are few garden wegetables that have sv many

nominal varieties, and sub-varieties, as the pea; although
the true varieil:s are comparatively few. To swell the
lety and to please the factitions eplcure, Horticulturists
have created a host of new names, to keep pace with the
times. The old English early frame pea, the best variety
of its kind; has a new name for almost every placs
where It finds it8 way. In Philadelphia this old favoris
has been a little improved under the name of “Landreth’s
Extra Early.” This pea 1 brought into the valley 6 years
ago, and finding that it came to perfection for the tabls
early In June, have sold It under the name of “Early June
Peas* but it has here obtalned another more pointed name.
viz: “The May Pea,/?which it does not merit,and never will,
because it is not it for table before the 1st of June, unless
it i# eaten 1ike the skinless pea, pods and all. The ¢Bigh-
op’s Early Dwarf,”? and ¢Early Emperor,”® are only eub-
varieties of this old standard pea, obtained by selecting
some early dwar! seeds from the true kind. Indeed, al
the extraordinary early peas are slmply the offsprings of a
meagre precocity, or early, unnatural maturity cansed by
decay, or disease of the natural habit of the plant.

The Chariton 18 the next true early variety of pea, and
is fit for the table abont 10 days aiter the “Early Frame.”
The original of this pea is however rarely to be seen, al-
though we have many sub-varieties of it. The pea called
“The Poor Man’s Friend* is one, and i8 a wvery prolifie
peasy but the best sub-variety that I have seen 18 the
“Prince Albert,” an excellent kind to snceeed the “Early
Juney,”? and well adapted to Utah. '

The “Marrowfat.’® of which the old white Marrow!at
forms the type, has of late years been made to produce
almost everything desirable, from the #¥Dwarf Green Mar-
rowfaty? 1 1-2 feet high, to «“Knlght’s tall Marrows,”
which on good ground grows from 5 t0 7 feet high. It
would far exceed my prescribed limits to enamerate the
many varieties of thisclass that have come to hand.—
For general culture the old white Marrowlat {8 a favorise
with me; it always bears a good crop, the pods are large,
and the peas of an excellent flavor. For field cviture the
black-eye Marrowfat is an excellent variety, being very
hardy, and producing good crops, There are several var-
etles of Green Marrow, most of them of fine flavor, bus
have more claim on the epicure than the general culilva-
tor« Woodford’s Dwarf Green Marrow is well worthy of
culture for a late pea; 1t is of excellent flavor, and comes
into use after any other varlety of the same sowing,

The Blue Pea.—The ¢Blue Prussian®® appears to be the
original of this class; it ie however at present but lttke
grown, being far inferior to the ¢Blue Imperial,® which e
one of the best pcas we have. This dwarf variety Is an
exoecllent bearer, and the peas are excelied by none in fia-
vor and appearance. The ¢“(Cimetar’” and “Blue Sur-
prise” are good varleties, the latter Is free bearing, and
comes to perfection about the middle of June,

The Grey Pea™ 18 readily known by its red blossom, and
there are many varietles of it none of them worth cultiva-
ting for the table. As it is one of the"worst kinds of pea
to mingle with and epoll good varieties, it should never be
allowed to grow in the nelghborhood.

¢sSkinless, or Eatpod Peas’ are hybrids from almost
every variety, and are esteemned by those who prefer to eat
the pods with the peas.

In closing this article, T would recommend a more gene-
ral culture of peas both in the garden and field, for in no
other country, I believe, 18 the soil or climate better adap-
ted to this excellent vegetabie. 1 would recommend the
dwarf varieties, as they do not require any sticks to sup-
port the vines, and generally produce better crops than the
tall growing. To the farmer 1 would say, cultivate peas.
for besides being ueeful as an excellent vegetable In their
seakon, they are capital feed for swine, especially if groumd
with wheat or barley. But the greatest claim the pea has
on the farmer is, it will produce a crop on poor, light san-
dy soll, where wheat s uncertain. They may be sown
early in the spring, and will beripe early enough to escaps
the drought, insects, and other common casualties detri-

mental 1o crops. Yours &C.y
E, SAYERS,

[We will cheerfully endeavor to give timely publication
to all useful agricaltural, hortigulturaly, and other kindred
articles, that Mr. Sayers and others may be so kind as to
furnish. In soch articles, wonld it not be well to state
how far apart drilis should be, and the distance and deptb
of seeds in the drills?—Fd.

5= It was Napcleon who said, ¢Strange as it may
appear, when 1 want any good head work done, I chogse
a man, provided his educatlon has been sultable, with a
long nose, His breathing 1s bold and free, and his brain,
a8 well as his lungs and keart, cool and free. In my ob-
servations of men, 1 have almost invariably found a loug
nose and head go together.”




