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THE DESERET NEWS.

[ From the 8t. Louis Hurnlr; ﬂurm.]
The O.dest Christian's Hymn.

In Paed. Lib. IIT Clement, «f Alexandria, 18 given (in
Greek) the most ancient hymn of the primitive charch.
It is there (one hundred and fifty jears after the apos-
tles) asserted to be of much earlier origin. It may have
been sung by the ¢beloved disciple,® before he ascended
to hie reward. The following version wili give some im-
perfect idea of its spirit:—

Shepherd of tender youth!
Guiding, in love and truth,
Through devious ways*
Christ our triumphant K'ng
We come thy name to ring,
And here our children bring

To shout thy prai=e.

Thou art my holy Lord—

The all-subduing word!
Healer of strife!

Thou didst thy=elf abase,

That from sin’s deep disgrace

Thou mightest rave our race,
And give us lire!

Thou art wisdom®s TTigh Priest!

Thou hast prepared the feast
Of Hily Love;

And in our mortal pain,

Nore calls on thee in vain,

Help thou dost not disdain,
Help from abeove.

Ever be thou our guide,

Our shepherd and our pride,
Our stafl and soni!

Jesus! thou Christ our God!

By thy perennial word,

Lead us where thon hast trod,
Make our faith strong,

So now, and till we die,
SBound we thy praises high,
And Joyfully sing.
Infants, and the glad throng,
Who to thy chureh belong,
Unite and swell the song,
To Christ our King!
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Some of the questions propounded by br.Clem-
ents, in his remarks, preduced in 1ne rather a
humorsome feeli; g, especially the irquiry of the
lady as to why she was nota wan; and I per-
ceived that ic had the <ame effsct upon the con-
gregation. In the first piace permit me to an-
swer that iuquiry according to the spirit that
pe}Bﬂed over Lhe corgrega‘ion. It brought to my
mind a conversalion concerning a certain gentle-
man who has been in high cffice in the Uniled
States. The person I was conversing with plac-
ed much stress upen the circumstance that both
those gentlemen and myselt were Yankees. 1
thought that I was toleiably well acquainted
with his character; 1 deemed him tc be a geod,
kind, affable and honorable man. After much
conversation, 1 toli the person that 1 had but one
fanlt to find with that gentleman, and that was
not really a fault, only a slight mistake, he ought
.10 have come into tke world & woman. And per-

haps the lady br. Clemeats has referred to shoald
have been the officer, aud the officer should have
-been that laay.

_Pardon my bumorsome remarks, for I feel a
little, perhaps, as I should not after hearing 8o
serious and good a discourse &8s we have this
morning. At times there isa spirit in me to
treat things according to their nature, and then
my style must of necessity be somewhat in ac-
cordance with the suhject. I will treat the ques-
tion in a more seriows manner,

Who the lady is I know not, and T have seen
agreat many like her, and I think there would
be much more seund judgment, true, sound phil-
osophy—exhibited if persous would inquire why
about three-fourths or seven-eighths of the men
are not wemen. Why so? Because of the em-
becility in the brains of men. Look through
Utah and over the world, and how many who
have beards are men in their capaciiies in the |
common avocations of life, tosay nothing about
kmgs, rulers, statesmen, presidents, and go\ero-
ors’
~ How many men are there capable of sustain-
ing themselves, a wife,and two or three clildren?
Men who, from their youth, have been taught
the strictest economy are incepable of sustaiuing
themselves and a small family, aside from ability
‘o govern and contiol a people, a nation, ora
kingdom. Hundreds of thousands. yes, miliouns
of men do not exhibit the mental abilily that one
might suppose woman should possess and exhib-
it. In our own commupity there are plenty of
ladies who, give them the entire control of their
own domstic affairs, wil make a better livii g,
live in lietter style, aud rear their families better
t an at present,

Search among the various nations and you ean
find men of very respectable talent, men learned
upon various subjects, skilled in mechanism,
philosophers of vaiious grades, and historians, but
but ean you find » man that is capable ot rightly
dictating a nation? You may ask the wisest men
in a pation if there are great stalesmen now liv-
ing among them, and they will tell you that their
real statesmen have all gone to the silent tomb.
Have we anv? Where can you now find states-
men in the United States possessing the ability
that Daniel Webster and mauy others had—men
w ho can foresee the results of the acts of individ-
unals, of leg'slators, and of Congress fifty years
hence? Where is there 2 nation that has been
able to preserve its organization from the early
ages of the world un'il now? Aas youn have been

——

& :

here and casts down another ther-, and over-
rul-s the ac's of the people 1o produce the results
he desires. In regard tv ours:lves, there'is not a
man or womaun in this kingdom, if they possess:d
the true prineiple of knowledge sand wisdom, nu!
what would know ut once thut they are not yet
capab'e of magnifyirg any higher station than
they now oceupy. There is not a man or wo

man here but occupies a position in which they
have full hiberty, freedom and opportunity to dis-
penve their skill and knowledge to benefit them-

'selves and the community—tl.ey are not coerced

'to lose one particle of time and sblity.

Ir I find 2a man, as [ do ouce in a while, who

thinks that he ought to be eustained in a higher
position than he occupies, that proves o me that
he does not understuud his true posiion ard is
not capable of magui ying it. Has he wot alread
the privilege of exhibitii g all the talents he has,
of doing all the good he is capuble of in this
kingdom? Is he curtailed in the least, inany-
wise or place,in biinging ferth his wisdom and
powers ard exhibiting them before the communi-
ty and leading out? No, not in the lecst. Ave
any of you infriuged npon or abiidged in the
lvast? Is there a sister whe has not the privil-
ege of exhibiting all the talent and power she
will, or iz capable of. for the benefit of her sisters
and her clildren? Avre the sisters deprived of
any hberty in displaying their taste anu talent to
improve the community?
&hen | hear persons say that they ovght to
occupy a station more exal ed than they do, and
hide the talents thev are in posse sion of, they
have not the true wisdom they ought to have,—
There is a lack in them, or they would improve
upon the tale ts given.

I can say to the «isters, if yon have superior
talents, arise and let your light shine. Piove to
your neighbors and the commmr ity that yon are
capable of teaching those si<ters whom you deem
to be ignoraut ér neglectful, 1 have placed a
low estimate upon the standing and capucity of
men, and now lel me iake the piivilege to say a
few words to you—'0 the ladies who have reach-
ed the sge of thirty years. According to my
view of the subject, there i: not one in a hundred
that knows how tu keep a heuse as it should be
kept. I should judge, from what I have seen,
that there are many who do not know the swill
pail fiom the milk pail. Qibers do not kuow
how to make butter and cheese, nor how to kee
their chilaren clean. Others, again, do not know
how 1o teach their chiloren as they should be

tuught,

1 will not say, as de manv, that the more
[ learn the more 4 am ratiefiod that I know
no hing, for the m re I learn the more I di--
cern an eternity of knowledge to impiove upou.
There is an eternity of knowledge, and the littie
| have gained, through the blessi gs of the Lord,
I wish to improve upon. I can teoch you how to
become wealthy in gold and silver, in silks ara
satins, and in all worldly possessions, also in the
riches of eternal life. All I ask of you is to
helieve that 1 tell ynu the truth, and then carry
it out,

L t me throw thelash at the ‘Mormon’ Elders
a little., Many of yon will exchange your last
bushel of wheat with th= stores lor ribbons and
gewy aws, when you really need it for bread. And,
with shame facedness | say it, some will tuke the
last peck of their gram 1o the distiliery to buy
whisky, and then beg their b;ead.

I will now answer auother question proponnd-
ed by br.Clements, when he suid he cou!d not
answer all 'questions, siating that baplism was
instituted, tut he ceuld not 1ell why., You re-
member reacing,in the last book of the New
Testament, that in the beginniig God eursed the
garth, but did he curse ull things periaining to it?
No, be did not curse the wuter, but he bleseed it.
Pure water is cleausing, it seives to pur fy; and
you are aware thuat the ancient Suints were ver)
tenacious with regard to their pusification by
water. Fron the begiining the Lord metitated
water for that purpose among otliers. 1 do not
mean from the begiining o) tuis earth alones and
al'hough we Lave no immediate concern in in-
gniring into the organiza isn of other earths that
ao not come wihin reach of our investigation,
yet [ will say thal water Las been the means of
purification in every worid thut bas been organ-
ized out of the immensity of matier,

The Lord bhas instiiai+d Jaws and erdinances,
an+ all have their pecuidar desizn and meaning,
And thongh we may no! know the origin of the
necessity of being baptized for the remi-sion of
sins, it answers that portion ol the law we are
now under to teach the people, in their ignorance,
that water is designed for purifica i, and 10
instruct them fo be baptized theiein for 1he re-
mission of toeir sins. If the people could fuily
understand this matter, they woulu perceive that
it is perfectly reasonable and has been the law to
all worlds. And this world, so benighied at pre-
sent, sud 8o hghtly esteemed by iufidels, as ob-
served by br. C ements, when it becomes celes-
tialized, 1t will be l:ike the sun, and be prepared
tor the habitation of the Daints and be brought
back into the preseuce of the Falher and the Son.
It will no! then be an opake body as it now is,
but it will be like the stars ol the fi. mament, fuil
of light and glory; it will be a bedy of light.—
John compared it, in its celestizlized stale, to a
sea of glass.

Br. Clements inquired why we rsad bread and
wine 1n the ordinance of the Lord’s supper. |
will not teach a docirive not found in the Old
and New Testaments. B ead is the staff of lifes
i. answers to the nourishment necessary to sus-
tain the body of man and preserve is organiza-
tion. When Jesus took the bread and blessed it,
he gave it to his disciples and said, “this is my
body.” You eat the sacramental bread, what
for! What good does it do? Whatis it? Noth-
inz but bread. You bless it and partake of 1t as
ths staff of life that Jesus Christ has given you,
and emblematical of bis broken body. He is the
organizer of your bodies, He is the author of this

often told,the providences of God are with them,
though they know it not. He sets up a kingdom

earth, the heir of it from his Father, and has
purchazed it with his blood which the juice of

==

the grape was institnted by him to represent.—
He poured out his blood (reely to redeem a fallen
world, the wine answerng to the blocd which
Jesus spilled, if you patake of itin faith, for ¥
is the faith that brings 1he blessi g of life 10 you.
[t is through obevience to the erdinsnce tha: God
bestows renewed lilfe upon you; by th's meaus
the el ildren of God have life witlio them to live
and not die.

The wine answers to the blood of Christ and
the bread to his body. His blood was poured
out as we pour out wine, and his body was bre-
ken as we break bread, to redesm a lullen world
and all thivgs pertaining to it, so far as the curse
had fallen.

The blood He spilled upon Mount Calvary He

Idid nol receive again iuto his veins.

element took the place of the blood. 1t will be
80 with every perton who receives a resurrection;
the blcod will uot be resurrected with the body,

being desig ed ouly to sustain the life of the
| present crgarization. When this is dissolved and
we again obtain our bodies by the power of the
resurrection, that which we now call the lite of
the body, and which is formed from the food we
eat and the water we driuk, will be supylanted
by another element, for flesh and bloed cunuol
mberit the kingdom ot God.

lu bis remarks, br. Clemen's reasoned, touch-
ing persons’ forsakivg the faith, ard urged the
recessity of man’s studying bimself. I we
could comprehiend ourselves, could fully compre-
hend what our orgarization is and understand
the power, wisdom, aud magnitude of intelli-
gence it is capable of attairing, we should enter-
lain many ideae very dflerent from what we
now do. To make a nice distinction, there is
but a hair’s breadth between the vu'gar and
sublime. There is but a haii’s breadth between
the depths of infidelity and the heights of the
faith of the Gods. Man is bere like a feather
trembing beiween the two, liable coutinually to
to be operated upon by the power of the enemy,
and it is through that power that the cuildren of
men are made to doubt the evidences of their
own senses, when at the same time, if they
wonld reflect for a moment and listen to the in-
telligence which God has placed within them,
they would know, when they saw what is term-
ed a miiacle, the power by which it 1s wrought;

P|they would know when they have seen wilh

‘their eye- and felt with their hands, cr when
'thiey have had a heavenly visi
y vision,

Some of the witnesses of the Book of Mormon,
who handled the plates and conversed with the
angels of God, were afterwards left to doubt, and
to disbelieve that they had ever seen an angel.
Oce of the Quorum of the Twelve, a young man
full of faith and good woiks, prayed and the vis-
won of his mind was opened and the angel of God
came and laiJ the plates before him aund he saw
and handled them, and saw the angel and cou-
verged with him as he would with one of his
friends, but after all this, he was left to dounbt,
and plunged into apostacy, and has continuec to
contend against this work. There are hundieds
in a 8 milar condition.

In comparison, there is but a hair’s brradth
between the depths of infiaelity and the heights of
the fai.h of the Sain's, and the organization of
man is perfectly independent in its sphere, Life
and death, truth aud falsehood, light and dark-
ne:g, pood and evil, the power of the devil and
the 1 fluence of God, the things of God and the
things of the devil, all these inducements aud
powers are interspersed among the childien
of men und they of necessity must undergo this
oideal to prove themselves; ard in the absence of
the Spiiit of revelation let their scund judgments
arise and declare, “theugh He slay me, 1 will not
forsake him.”

Some of the brethren come to me and say,*“bro.
Brigham, i< it my duty to pray when 1 have not
one particle of the spirit of prayer in me?”? Tiue,
at times men are perplex«d and full of care and
trouble, their plows and other implements are
out of order, their animals have sirayed,and a
thousand things to perplex them, yet our judg-
ment teaches us that it is our duty lo pray,
whether we are particularly in the spirit of pray-
ing or not. My doetrine is, it iz duty to pra);
and when the time for prayer comes, John shou'd
say,**this is the place and this is the time to pray;
kuees, bend down upon that floor, and do so at
once.” Buat John says, ©I do not want to pray,
I do not feel like it.>? Knees, get down, I say,
and down bend the kunees; and he begins to
think and refleet. Can you say anything? Can
vou not say God have mercy on me a sinner?
Yes, he can do this, if he can rise up and cu se
his peighbor for some ill deeds. Now, John,
open your mouth and say, Lord have mercy upon
me. “But I do not feel the spirit of prayer.”
That does not excuse you, for you know whal
your duty is. You have a passion, a will, a tem-
per to overcome. Y ou are subject to temptation
as other men. and when you are tempted, let 1he
judgment which od has placed within you and
the infelligence he has given you by the light ol
the Spirit be the muster in this case.

If [ could not master my mouth I would my
knees, and make thema bend until my mouth
woulc: speak. “But the cattle are in the corn.”
Let them eat, you can attend to them when you
have finished praving. Let the will of the man
be brought into subjection to the law of Christ,
toall the ordinances of the house of God. Wha?,
in his darkness and depression? Yes, for that is
the time to prove whether one is a friend of God,
that the confidence of the Almighty may increase
in his son. We should so live that our confidence
and fuith may increase in Him. We must even
go furiher than that; let us so live that the faith
and confidence of our Heaveuly Father may in-
crease towards us until he shall know that we
will be true to him under any and all cireum-
stances and at all times. When in our darknes:
and temptation we are found faithful to our duty,
that increases the confidence of our God in us.

P

That was |
y | poured out, and when he was resurrected, another

which the people of God have to rasg, ard I have
not 'ime now 1o police them. You have heard
an excellen', heavenly discourse, remember i,
brethren and :i'ers, treasure it up in your
hearts; tressure up every good and forsake every
evil aud lrarn to work the woiks of righteousiess

—

. contu ually, regurdless of what wicked men and

devils may :ay.
But manvy think and others say that it is very

{hard to submit to every thing, and retaliaticn is

begotten in every bosons I often find it so in my
own. When we are lied about, when every
kird of falsehood is uttered and printed against
us that can be invented by the millions of devils
that promp! the eh ldren of men to lie, it is some-

times difficalt for me lo repress the spirit of re-

taliation. Bat I have experienced that retalia-
tion is seldom o1 any benefit; then let them lie,
they cannotl escaje suffering the consequences.

1f they tell notling but the tiuth all is right,

and they will discover the kingdom of God sl
to progper, #till 1oine e seand grow, until Jegus,
whose right it 1s 1o reign jwill rule king of nations
a8 he now reigus king of Saints. ‘
How does he rule? 11 we believe in the provi-
dences of our God, in the supremacy of his
dealinge, is he no' merciful? Yes. Does he
cut down the chilcren of men because they do
not look at things and belive as 1d.? No
Will the priesthood, when it bears rule upon the
earth, ever iuterrupt an individual or community
for not embracing the religion of that priesthooa?
Never, no, never,. What is the d fliculty at pree-
ert? It is a8 much as we can do to keep the
Christians of the 191h eentury from cutting cur
throuts because we diffes fiom them in our re-
hgious beliet. Tuat is in fact all the difficulty,
not that the Latter Day Saints ever endeavored
to interrupt #ny person in their faith and worship,
and on tine point | will call 10 witness all men
who have been uc quainted with us. True, some
E deis in this chuieh have been foolsh, but br.
Clements has just "old you that he never cram-
med *Mormonism® down any man’s throat, nor

| strove to (0 80, neither has any Eider while faith-

ful to his enlling, Has your bumble seivant ever
a t-mpted such a thing?

H-re is truth, bere are life and salvation, will
you have them? If you say *“‘may,”’ all right,
for you have the privilege of makirg your Lwi
choice, ]t bas never aitered my tecliugs towards
individu: ls, a8 men, or as women, whether they
believe as | do or nol. Can you live as neigh-
tors with me? 1 can with you, and it is no par-
ticular concern of mire whether you believe
wi'h me or not. But my Christian brother says,
“You must lay down your relicion and embrace
mine, or 1 will pe secute you. Have 1 ever
offered to persecute a person, or have this pec-
ple? No. But others say, “You *Mormous’
wust foisake your religion.”

All 1 ask i for the grace of God to enable us
to endure to the end and be saved, and others are
at liberty to mske their ehoice., No matter
whether s person is killed or not, be faithful to
your lives’ end and obtain a glorious resuarrection.
But a few days only will pass before our mortsl
career will be ended, whether we are ‘Mormons’
or not. Those only buve the promise of salva-
ti n who eundure to the end, and all 1 ask is that
we may have faith to endure. Many bave liited
the swoid to cu’ down *Mormonism’ in the bud,
and for more than thirty years past they have
:triven to overthrow it and have not accomplisi-
ed 'heir purpose, but it has grown and increased
and will continue to grow and increase until «it
reigns triumphantly on the eath, and 1t will
deal justice to all; even the rights of devils will
be respected, also theights of all men occupy-
ing every grade and ol every capacity. Aund
thuse who have stiiven during g0 many years and
so feithfully to kiil this people, they will be
judged according to the deeds done in their bodie-.
tf they never had the Holy Ghost, they can
never Le angels to the devil tosuffer the wrath of
God to all eterni'y. And those of them who
have lived according to the best light they had
(ard1his will apply to all secls and parties of pro-
tessing Christians, and to pagans and barbarians
in all kinzdoms, nations, and countries) will en-
joy a glory hereafter that will be commensurafe
to their lives and the way in. which they have im-
proved upon their advantages; and by and bye,
they will be freed entirely from the power of the
devl. TIhey will be shut out from the presence
of the Loid, which the ancients compared te
bell, for no person can enter into the presence of
the Father and of the Son, to dwell, unless he
§ ~anctified.

To euter into the presence of God, we must
be qualified. What confidence could we have
that he is the Father, only through our qualifica-

l.t.iu.':tm-.'? As br. Clements has said, were He 10

appear to an unqualified person, He would have
to appear as a man, and that persop would want
the evidence and testimony of a third person to
couvince him that he was not laboring under a
grand deceptior; and then he might, with the
same propriety, call for the evidence of a fourth,
a fifth, etc., aud never be satisfied. God is a
spiritual being, and no mortal teing can behold
hun in his glory and live, though his mind may
be caught away in vision, as was Paul’'s. But
man has a capacity given him to have the vision
of his mind open to discern heavenly things, aud
to treasure up wisdom and knowledge by 1hat
means, until he is prepared to receive tue kingdom
of henven. May God bless you: Amen.

-

InrruvesceE oF A Wire.—It is an old adege
that ““man’s best or worst fortune is his wife.”
We have known instances where men have risen
from obscuritytoar table position in so-
ciety by being upited in marriage 1o women of
real talent and worth. And on the other hand,
we huve known men of promising talent ruined
by being wedded to vain, fashionable women,
who were more remarkable for pride than serse
.o

G5 Aristippus said, be liked no pleasure

He gees that we will be his servants. To use a but wwat which concerned a man’s true hﬂ.ppl*

compaiison, the sand bais are numerous over ness.



