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MESSAGE AND THE AS-
. SBEMBLY.

Pue messige of Governor Emery,
‘delivered to the Tegislative As-
sen.bly in joint sessivn, yesterday,
and published  in last evening’s
NEWS, s¢ems to give general satis-
faction. Rarely, if ever, has such a
temperate yet ableand suggestive
document of this character been
‘presented to the Utah public. The
Governor of this Territory is placed
in a peculiar position. In erder to
satisfy a certain partly, very iasig-
nificant in pumbers it is true, but

‘THE

very aggressive and totally oblivi-

ous to conscience, he is compelled

to assume an attitude which is like- | P

ly to be repulsive to the great
masses of the people whose interests
he is appointed to subserve. To keep

peace with the agitators and at_the
same time mot du violence to Lhe
feelings ofthe great majority,isa del-
jicate task and one requiring some
diplomacy and not a liitle firmness.
Governor Kmery has managed to
discharge his duty to the Govern-
ment he represents, touch on top
ics which the elass referred to pre-
tend are vital issues, and preserve
an attitude of respect and gentle-
manly ecousiderativm towards the
egislators whoms he addressed and
the bulk of the citiz:ns chiefly in-
terested iu bis message, - *

We have no deoubt that the mem-
bers of both houses of the Assem
bly will endeavor te meet the Exe-
cutive in a friendly spirit, and, as
fur as possible, act upon his sugges-
tions. In a session of only lorty
days there is but little time to per-
fect and enact laws suitable to a
comparatively  new' and rapidly
growing commonwealth. Oa some
points the law-mwakers and the peo-
ple who have elected them to of-
tice are not in unis.n with the
Governor.: But,in the main, the
subjscts to which he bas deawn
their attention require legislative
a¢tion, aund deserve the thought

_and deliberation of the best minds
in the Assembly.

The subjugt of education is of the
utmost imuportance. Toe acquisi-
tion of the common branches of
lsarning shouid be placed within
the reach of every child of school
age in the Territory, and the ar-
rangement of a general school sys-
tem designed to meet this desirable
end is eertainly within the purview
of the Legislature.

Some cnanges in the law on irri-
gation are required for the protec-
tion of compauies which have
canals at vast expense, as well as
of securing individual rights. Ina
country where the water supply is
g0 chaugeable it is & matter of great
difficulty, well nigh impossibility,
to fix by legislative enactment the
relative rights of citizens to certain
guantities of the irrigating fluid.
The right of way for urigating can-
als is noc yet salisfactorily establish-
ed, Proyision is made in the law for
the appointment of referees, when
the owsers of land and the trustees

cof  firdigating companies cannot
agree upon lerms. But when the
land owuer refuses to appoint a re-
foree on his part, the trustees are
paralyz d, and the interests of a
great body of people in a vast area
of cultivatable land ‘a1e left at the
mercy of one stubborn or malig-
nant individual, A change was
made in the law at the last session
of the Legislature but did not
meet with executive approval.
_ Something in this direction should
~ be enacted at the present session.
The law in relation to the pow-
ers of justices of tne peace needs
amendment. At present a case of
common assault and battery or of
{:mty larceny cannot be adjudicated
y a précinct justice, bat must go
to the District Court, because these
offences are so ranked in the penal
code that their maximum penalty
is beyond the present power of jus-
tices to inflict. The question of
filiing vacancies in the office of
justice during the interval between
elections should also be considered,
s0 that our laws may bharmonize
with the Statutes of the United
States, if any conflict exists,
The fees of jurors in civil cases
should ULe se. ured, and the Gover-

I taken of its

who are familiar with the workings
of court affairs, and others who
know the hardship which the pre-
sent lack of provision for such jur-
ors works upon poor men, who are
frequently compelled to serve with-

| out just recom pense.

divorce law  needs
amendment we think all. will
agree. Advantages have been
phraseology never in-

That the

tended by the framers of the stat-
ute, and this should be rendered
im possible in the same way for the
future. Divorces are necessary in
conseguence of the weaknesses and
errors of human nature, but the
law governing them should be go
arranged that the rights of all par-
ties may be closely guarded, and
no vpporiunity be opened for fraud
or the secret rupture of ties that
ought to be most sacred.

A criminal practice act is neces-
sary; & law on chattel mortgages
was introduced last session and laid
over as unfinished business, it is to
be hoped that it will be brought up
again and considered; the laws on
bail, attachments, executions, com-
ilation, &e., need careful revision.
| These and many other matters not
mentioned in the Message will
doubtless engage the attention
of our law makers, and from
our acquaintance with .those gen-
tlemen we are satisfied that they
will do all that lies in their power,
in the limited timeallotted to them
by law, to enact such statutes and
make such amendments as in their
united wisdom they sincerely deem

| for the best interests of this Terri-

tory, one of the most important
sections of the country not yet ad-
mitted into the rights and privi-
leges of a BState in the Federal
Union.

—eell—+ A P ————————
LIMITATION IN CRIMIMAL
ACTIONS.

A BILL was introduced into the
Couneil yesterday by Hon. Erastus
Snow which has caused some eom-
ment, particularly among those
who know nothing about its provi-
sions, Its object, according to its
title, is to “limit the time within
which criminal actions may be
commenced in the Territory of
Utah.”

To hear some people talk one
would suppose this bill was ““a new

thing under the sun,” and the In-
dependent of this morning informs
its readers that ‘‘there is no prece-
dent for such a thing.” Now we do
not know why a measure should be
condemned at ence because it is not
protected by a precedent, bat per-
sons who ought to. know better
seem stracgely Iigonorant of the
facts in this case.

Is there anything unprecedented
in a statute of limitatioss? How

built | many States are there in the Union

where no such statute exists? And
if there was no such law in the re-
spective States, what is meant b
the provisions en page 193 Revised
Statutes of the United States?

Sec. 1043. No person shall be
prosecuted, tried or punished for
treason and other capital oflences,
wilful murder excepted, unless the
indictment is found wfthin three
years next after such treason or
capital oflence is done or commit-
ted. A

Sec, 1044. No person shall be
prosecuted, tried or punished for
any offense not capital, exceptl as
provided in section one thousand

| and forty six [relating to the reve-

nue and slave trade laws] unless the
indictment is found or the informa-
tion is instituted within two years
next a‘ter such offense is commit-
led. i

Is not this “precedent” enough?
We have not seen the bill intro-
duced by Councilor Snow, but will
venture to say that nothing will be
found in ‘it, in its application to
this Territory, which is contrary to
the spirit and intent of the statute
quoted above in relation to oifences
against the laws of the United
States. Would it not be as well to
hear & matter first and judge after-
wards, Instead of eriticizing before
it is explained? And before mak-
ing decisions about precedents,

paper writers to read a little law?

Eighteen hundred and ninely
business failures occurred in the
Canadian dominion last year, the
liabilities amounting in the aggre-
| gate to $25,500,000, '

|

would it not be as well for news- | £

THE announcement, as appears in
our dispatches to-day, that in case
Russia makes demands to which
Turkey cannot concede, the Porle
will wufarl the flag of the Prophet
atd permit the British fleet to pass

the Dardanelles, if it proves to be

official will cause great excitement

The unfurling of the sacred flag |

means the inauguration of & holy
war, in which all Movhammedans

wi!l feel constrained from religious
motives to take a part, in defence
of their faith and the maintenance
of the power of the Sultan, as its
representative, Millions ia Asia
would flock to this banner and sup-
port aud defend it to the death.
The passage of the Dardanelles,
by the British fleet would be in

violation of the treaty of Paris and

would be the signal of war between -

England and Russia, in which
other Powers would soon be com-
pelled to take part. A British fleet
in the Black Sea could commit
great havoc on Russian ports, and
troops could be landed which
might turn the tide of war npow
threatening t» overwhelm Adrian-
ople and ultimately .the Turkish
capital. _

The negoliations are to take place
between Adrianople and Phillipo-
polis which are about 100 miles
apart. The latter place has been

burned by Suleiman Pasha,and the

desperate Turks seem determined
that nothing shall fall into the
hands of the invader that they can
either defend or destroy. The war
goes on.
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THE LICENSE OF THE PRESS.

SENATOR Pierson’s bill in relation
to libel has passed the California
Senate. Its object is to check the

stream of personal abuse which 1

flows from a certain portion of the
press of that State and particularly
of San Francisco. Measures of this
kind are sadly needed in other por-

tions of the Ungion besides th“lkay Fags iﬂ'prngreaa, RN
| dispatches to-day, it appears that

Golden State.

The license of the press in this
country is a disgrace te the nation.
Freedom of speech and of the press
is one of the principles of American
liberty dear to every progressive
mind. There should be no fetters
to bind the free expression of
thought on any sabject aflecting

the welfare of humanity., What| . . . Turkey alone, as it is re-|

may be spoken with propriety may,
ordinarily, i be
could not and should not sa
another ought to be put into type
and published to the world.

There isa great deal of cowardice | pce, and for the outbreak of that
in that apparent courage with | yast and terrible conflict which
which some newspaper writers at-| those who have watched the war
rivate character of public | have dreaded from the onset.

tack the
officials. They stab with the keenest

Y | of weapons at unarmed and corapa- | rangements which will satisfy the

ratively defenceless persons. Reta-
liation in the same degree is almost
impossible. Any contest is entire-
ly unequal. The newspaper assail-
ant has all the advantages on his
side. Even if the laws against
libel are appealed to, the assailed
vietim has small chance of redress,
because the average juiymaa or
judge is seared by the idea of inter-
ference with the freedom of the
press.

The infamous attacks on private
character indulged in by a greatl
many newspaper scribes are actu-
ated by no good motives. When
public men are assailed it is gener-
all
farﬁ is the object in view, But this
generally has no foundation in
trath. The aim is to sell papers.
The public appetite craves sensa-
tional food. That appetite has been
created by these manufacturers of
libel. Scandal is called ‘‘spice”
and attacks on reputation ‘‘lively
reading.” And unprincipled jour-
nalists pander to this depraved pub-
lic taste, which they have chiefly
helped to arouse, for the patriotic
and worthy purpose of making
money. And the excuse offered
for assailing public men and laying
bare their private saffairs to the
aze of the multitude eannot,
be alleged in the case of ladies
and gentlemen whe though we'l
known are not in an official posi-
tion. Yet there are papers which
make & specialty of opening their
domestic < affairs and ventilating
matters with which the public

| have nothing whatever to do, and |say nothing of more modern cele-

printed with pro-|the conditions of
priety. And nothing that one man | will certainly regard this demand
Yy to|as a casus belli,and if the statement

pretended that the public wel- |

dalous falsehoods,often too prurient
fur respectable persons to answer or
notice in any way. -

~All this is entirely foreign to the
idea contained in the constitutional
| provision for the freedom of the

It is ranning to such lengths

that unless it is stopped by legal
methods, wviolence and bloodshed
are likely to be the consequence.
There is no proper redress in
such cases. 'Resort to the law
is so expensive and uncertain, that
few persons have the means and
the temerity to attempt a defence
of reputation and the punishment
of the slanderer in the courts, and
if they succeed in vindicating.
character it is at the risk of the ruin joce it freely.
of fortune, To reply in the public
prints keeps up the controversy
makes the libel more wide-spread-
and accomplishes what the charac-
ter assassin aims at—the selling of
more papers, N

The legislators of this coantry
should take this maltter in hand.
Private character should be legally |
protected from the murderous as-

cessfully launched and towed by
the steamship Olga until, during a
severe storm in the Bay of Biscay,
it was cut adrift and abandoned,
[t was subsequently recovered by
the Filzmaurice and taken to Fer-
1o, a Spanish seaport, where it was
held ‘for salvage fees. A law suit
has grown oul of the ocecurrence,
but pending the: decisfon of ‘the
courts, bail has been given, and
Mr. John Dixon, who built the
fglindu&'.lﬂpat Cleopc ¥ in which

e needle was conveyed, cont i
ed fo deliver it inL;; ni; for ?5%
He has succeeded, and now Britan-
nia can take her needle and set it
up where all the world may go and

|
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Local and Other Matters.
FROM WEDNESDAY'S DAILY, JAK, 1t

Mule Si".ealhg.“—# gpan of mules
has been stolen from Mr. J. R

saults of literary bravos. Publie : ._

acts fof = public uen ‘should | Do0le;of Ogaen, IBfioits axe beln
be ventilated and dis- cussed, | SN 1y _
and the official ecourse of the Pire.<«About ﬁnnn'isast;ud:y*tim

servants of the people commented
on and praised or condemned ac-
cording to their actual doings. But
false accusations wilfully faamed to
injure should be made easily pun-
ishable by law, and the penaities
should be heavy for those infamous
assaulis on private character which
are foul stains on a great portion of
the American press.

Mr. Pierson’s bill, theugh mot
fully equal to present requirements,
is a step in the right direction, and
we hope to see an interest aroused
on this matter in every State and
| Territory in the Union; for, a de-
praved and licentious press is one
of the most powerful engines for
general debauchment and final
national destruction.

assay office of the Old Telegraph
Company, over Jordan, wes de-
stroyed by fire, Water being scarce,
|it was with great difficulty that
the main buildings were saved.
Owing to the insufliciency of the
water supply the furnaces have
closed down for the present. -

Cold—The folks .in Sﬂtth
have been enjoying exceedingly
mild weather throughout the win-
ter thus far, compared with what
some of their near neighbors have
been treated to. At and around
Coalville lately the mercury ranged
from 16 to 18 degrees below Zero for
some time., It is a good thing
:hm is plenty ‘of fuel in that loeal-
ty. _ e

——— -+ >+ p—— . '
Mystery Cleared.—A mystery in
THE CRISIS. relation to the body of an infant,
; found last evening, in the eastern
NEGOTTATIONS for the settl-ment | part of the city, has been cleared
of the war between Russia and Tur- {up-  The child (a premature birth)
was stili-born, and the mother was
attended by one of the physicians
of this city. The remains were
Turkey is prepared to make con-|given to a negro to take to the cem-
siderable concessions. But her |etery, for burial, but he failed to do

pewerful enemy has advanced too |%® Le agreed.

far towards hercapital to be put off | pBereayement.—An obituary no-
with the terms specified. However, |tice in another part of the paper
it is not to be supposed that Eng-latatg_s that an infant son of William
land will permit the Dardanelles to |82d Barah ‘Aun Bassett departed

be opened to the war vessels of Rus- :ﬂﬁdhﬁ,‘;ﬁvﬂéﬂ y,;f II;;?: 12,.13:

kind that this young couple have
suffered, the child that died on
Monday being the only one they
had left. Muech sympathy is’ felt
for the parents by all ramiliar with
those facts. e

Shouldn’t Do It.—Recently some
of the boys of the 18th and Z20th
Wards have dammed the water in
the main diteh in that part, cause
ing an overflowing upon the streets,
for the purpose of making good

Russian and be consented to by |skating and sliding places. The
the Turk, but there are other|boys should remember that *‘the

Powers who are interested in the | Wicked walk in slippery places,”
solution of the guestions involved | which they may diseover to their
in this sanguinary struggle, and a |disadvantage, as the watermaster
setilement between Russia and |of that locality intends prosecuting
Turkey cannot by any means be |them if they don’t desist from that
regarded as a settlement of the |practice.

difficulty. The question has ap-
proached the last point of a crisis.
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ARRIVAL OF THE NEEDLE.

BRITTANIA has at last got hold of

her needle. This morning it arrived skill of a finished actress. She ‘re-

in the Thames opposite Gravesend, | .eived enthusiastic applause, and
and by the time this is in the hands |at the close of the third act in
of our readers it will be within the | which she thrilled the audience in
port of London. the mad scene, she was called beE
Cleopatra’s mneedle, a monolith fore 38, ctirtain. A

: very little can be said ._hy"wr.}g of
or obelisk, presented by the Khe-|commendation. To-night Il Tro-
dive of Egypt to the British Gov-

vatore will be presemted, which
ernment, was brought to Alexan-

| will doubtless draw another big
dria from Heliopolis (ecalled On in

house. it
the Bible) a distance of one hun-| The Late Fire.—A caid from a
dred and thirty miles, some time

couple of insurance men appears in
during the first century of the

our  morning contemporary, the
Christian era. It was erected six- | Herald. 1t contradicts, in justice
teen hundred years before the ad-

to Mr. Cameroun, a report that he

vent of the Savior, and when re-[had insured only a few days before

moved was placed in front of the | the fire of last Sunday. The fact

temple built to Augustus Ceaeaar. that the fire broke out on the pre-
In order to transport to England

mises of Mr. Gardper, and not
the ancient relic which has been | those of Mr. Cameron ought'to be
gazed upon by Moses and Aaron,

sufficient to-show that the latter
Rameses, Darius, Cambyses, Alex- | gentlemen had nothing whatever
ander, the Ptolemies, Julius Ceesar,

to do with its origin. Neither does
Cleopatra and Mark Antony, to|itappear that Mr. Gardner was to

ported the Cezar requires as one of
peace.' England

proves to be correct we may look
for hostilities to be commenced at

The beliigerents may make ar-

Opera.—A {very large and res-
| pectable audience attended ' Jast
evening to witness Donizetti’s fine
opera, *‘Lucia di Lammermoor.”
Mdme [lma de Murska exhibited
| the powers of a thoroughly culti-
vated voice of great scope and the

blame, the aperture for the stove-



