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HOW SOME PEOPLE LIVE.

THE devices to which some people
will resort to obtain money are so nu-
merous as to defly enumeration, and
the people themselves are still more
abundant. By this we mean Jdishonest
or devious devices, not those which |
may be classed as undignitied or ump-
becoming and are stil! within the pale
of the law,

‘Porhaps in this entire category the
greatest number of schemers of the
kind referred to are those who ““work?’
inAurance companies of various kinds,
and the name of that particular gentry
alone is simply leglon. The insurance
sharp is not ‘always as cunning as
soine of his brethren in erooked-
ness are abd be Joesn’t have
to be; e has, in some cases, to exer-
cire cousiderable fortitude; if he has
none provided hy nature, he must per-
force, by a mighty effort, create it for
the occusion. As, for instance,when he
ie inrured in an accident eompany and
his puliey ealis for ap extra allowance
if he luses a finger, a hand, an ear, or
some othel important metnber. Given
the accident, which is often created,
when the ““worker” cannot providen-
tially run into & slight one and escape
with his life, the next thing is to see
that he emerges from it in a coudition
to get that extra allowance. Cutting
off a finger may do, Lut if not some-
thing eleo must go. Terrible!

In this connection we liave the testl-
mouyof Mr. A. N. Lockwood, presi-
dent of an A ccidentAssociation in New
York, who says that since the accident
coimpany offered an indemnity for
$2500 for the loss of a hand or foot,
there has been a great increase in the
number of accidents to the left hand;
50 many, indeed, that it was found
that people were maimiog themselves
to get the insurance, Fioally the com-
panies were forced tc offer a less sum
for the left hand than for the right,
sinee which time there has been a de-
crease of 80 per cent. ¢u this variety of
acecidents. Now the companies con-
template ellminating the leg and arm
indemnity clause from their policies,
for self-protection. Mr. Lockwood is
reported as eaying that there ure more
insuratce cripples in the country today
thian war eripples.

That “the love of money is the root
of all evil® was never more clearly
demonstrated. It seems as if money
was oot only the Napoleonic sine qua
non when war isinyolved,but asthough
peace iteelf could pot entirely over-
come the golden iniluence. Lt makes
a bad showing for our race, of conrse,
but it is 8 truism to say that the money
power holds full sway.

The worst of it j8 that there is an

abundanee of land producing oothing,
capable of producing many things
valuable to 1nan and beast, that can be
had for almost nothing; and with one-
half the expeuditure of mental force
required to persistent!y hoodwink and
rob some institution or ipstitutions,and
a littie muscular vigor added, these
Japds might be made to yield greater
profit and immeasurably better stand-
ing in life thao anytbing else.

Why will some people shrink from
work which Is honorable, useful and
profitable, to take the desperate chance

of living by their wits—in too many.

eases a euphemism for rank dishonesty?
The career of the achemer is at best a
devious one and it seldom leads to a
good and beoefleial result; while the
worker In a legitimate field is almost
alwaya certain of a good reward and an
bhonorable name.

L~

GOING TO CONGRESS.

Tiose who ean see Tmaught but
brigntoess undimmed and happiness
unsiloyed in the ereer of 8 member of
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his miod, 1s not a proper person. He
in mot fit for the piace because he has
oot the requisite mental poise.

Those who goto Congress and make
an hooorable record are, as in almoat
every department of life, hard work-
ers. Aa we used to rend in our school
books, ‘-there is no excellence without
great labor.** To merely oceupy a chair
in the House of Representatives or the
Sepate at Washington, write au occa-
sional letter, and do notbing regularly
except draw the salary, mens ag much
of obscurity as though he who so de-
meanshimself had not gone there. There
are abundant opportunities for activity
and work--more that the one who
earns his salary can attend to unaided;
and it foliows as a corollary that who-
ever does not esrn lis salary is not
lkely to earn ®en a5 part of it. This,
a8 before suggested, means obscuritly
with more or less discomfiture, aecord-
iog to the person’s sensiti veness,

A well-known member of the lower
house at Washington, Hopn. Frank
Lawler, of Chieago, in a recent speech
at Apollo Hall in that ecity, claimed

Congrese, are not prone to investiga- |thatio fourtecn years be “*had pot told

tion of the subject.

On the surface, il | a lie”»—which is saying a good -deal,

is a great thing to be able to write | especially for a Cobngressman—and

M. C. after one’s name, of course. To
Lbe able to draw, in such ipstallments
apd at such times as the member de-
sires, a salary nmounting to a fraction
over 2416 a month, have stationery
turnished and traveling expensges paid.
isasituation which looms up,in the esti-
mation of the unskilled or uninformed
reader, like the Eiffel Toweron a June
morning. Apd it must be admitted
that éhat part of the job is pretty fair,
quite dceirable, albeit many profes-
sional men and mearly all capitalists
nave incomes much larger with vastly
less responaibillty.

Tbe person who looks upon but one
gide of a case, who makes no study of
any other than the pleasant pbases of
it, is not overstocked with one of the
qualitiee which makes up a good judge
or a anfe juror. This refers oot only to
one’s judgngent as to & member of Con-
grees, but to anything and everything
else in human life. The worst of it is
that through such misinformation or
lack of information, and consequent
false impressions, envy and jealousy
spring up in places, and the desire to
*‘go and do likewiese?’ becomes so great
and absorbing in many instances as to
amonnt to a disease. Itis not at all an
improper thing for any capable man
o pesire to represent a congtituency in
the halls of legislation. On tbe con-
trary, it is decidedly proper and alto
gether honorable when the motive is to
render service and make a good rec-
ord. But the one who has only the
emoluments and the titular glamwor in

then he went on and gave some details
ot his eareer, showing it to have been
one nf the busiest of the very busy.
After referring to his ¢fforts in support
of the eight-hour Jaw, be went on to
enumerate his work, showing that he
bad been instrumental in petting the
approptiation. through for our new
navy; in gelting Chief Justice Fuller
his appointment; in having the
World?s Fair brought to Chieago; and
a myriad of cases in which he had
secured pensions for old soldiers. It
got out on him that when he first ran
for Congress he could not write his
name—a gtatement which hesmothered
at once hy showing that during his
Congressional career he had person-
ally apswered all his correspond-
ence, reaching the vast total of 56,956
letters, on which he had paid postage
to the amount of $1,13%.

It is no wonder that bis constituents
kept him in the House for seven con-
gecutive term+! He is, as shown, not
only a worker, but possesses in an emi-
nent degree, that rare hut exceedingly
gratifying disposition in a man which
prompts him to snawer all lettera re-
ceived. Furthermiore, it appears he
bas not abused, even if he should at all
have availed himself of, the benetits of
the franking privilege. He is certain- '
ly, on his own showing, a model rep-
resentative.

Of course, there are many more like
Mr. Lawler, butall are not like him.
His career, however, is as striking an
example of what & good Congressman



