
84 THE DESERET WEEKLY
those who seek his welfare fathetf the
acherteacher be eeeexemplarye qularv as hhe should
be this wwillW have vouseconsiderableerabie

0weight
in order to haye influence withma

aneffan ir thetae kwo 0 04o ukthev
churchChurcli he who seekss tto rreclaim
him should not approach him in a
combative denunciatory or
lous spirit ilehe should be dealt
in the spirit of friendship and sym-
pathy the welfare6 of the individual
being the chief object in
with inducing him to repent men
and women dsas a rule will listen with
respect to people who aabare seeking
their interest and if they are con-
vinced that such Is the case they
will not bellbe likelykely to cast aside their
advice as a trifle unworthy of notice

experience has convinced us of
the greater potpotencyeticy of private
methods of reclamation over those
of a more public character their
efficacy has been demonstrated
abroad as well toas at home people
abroad are frequently captivated
and struck by the force and truth
of the preaching of the elders but
this effect is often more or less
evanescent let the elder who
is kind and persuasive mingle
among the people gain their good
feelings in that way even without
spyingsaying a great deal about religion
the foundation for conversion of lov-
ers of truth la1 laid for the explana-
tions of the missionary will be lis-
tened to their acceacceptanceptance being
made more sure by the confidence
reposed in him and the esteem in
which hebe is held and so it is in
the66 gathering placedace of the saints
perhaps if a little more of that lealeal
and catecare in making con-
vertsverts to taejhb faith were shown here
in preserving people in it and
their feet from going into forbidden
paths a better and purer condition
would exist

at no time in our history has it
been more necessary for all good
men in the church to act for the
benefit and purification of zion
every man should in the language
of revelation be diligent and stand
in his own place and not in that of
another that harmony may be pre-
served and all conflicts and disa-
greementsgreements disappear many of the
chief watchmen whose hearts yearn
after the welfare of the community
are in exile or in prisprisoncin as were the
servantsvante of god inhi ancient times
their voices are no longer heard in
the congregations of the people to
direct them in the ways of right-
eousness the spirit of god is be-
ing withdrawn from the nations
and satan has great power over the
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hhearts of the children of men
he isia also making a lp

effort kidiehere ato aaya ay thee
sainte from ththe areitirestraintsdentsdints afof theirtheilr
religion inducementseats to6 anfnindul-
gence

idl
1ina wrong are multiplying9 on

every hand alqand the plank upon
which the people may glide downclown to
deidradestructionc isii being piled for the
hoped for occasion and we say
here with a solemn desireclemite biorfor uiethe
weal of the community that all
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those who are not possessed of and
enveloped by the spirit oiof god
taking the of that
divine influence for their guideglde are

i

in danger the spirit 0off lewdness
of byjlyingng of sabbath breakingbreadng of a
disposition to be covers of pleasure
rather than lovers of god lain abroad
in the earthbah it Isia more or lessleas
manifest here for those whoho have
not yet
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rid therthemselvesWIves of the ispiritiari
of the world ahreare liablehabl to be6 affected
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by the influences by whichx it is
moved those who suffer them-
selves to be overcome and will con-
tinue in wrongdoingwrong doing have no right-
ful lot nor part among the people of
god

when calls to repentance fallfail re-
course should invariably be had to
the law of the church he who
senneth and teth not shall be
cast out and shall not have place
among you the commandment
is express and unqualified Itisit is the
final means of purification of the
church the initiatory process being
repentance if the latter is not ex-
hibited by the wrongdoerwrong doer after bbe-
ing labored with the almighty
will hold the sluggish watchmen
who fail to apply the law responsi-
ble to some degree at least for tilethe

of jhb churchhurcfi of Christ I1

whose power is clogged not only by
the presence among the faithful of
the Inunrepentantrepentant sinner but by the ef-
fects of fhehe batterslat exeexampleapie for
every man good or bad has an in-
fluence in one direction or the other
it should also be remembered that
within the ranks there is no priv-
ileged class partiality in the en-
forcement of the law of god is a
solemn and inexcusable mockery
such as must fillfili the angels wawith
sorrow and disgust if the law is
applied in some cases while others
equally flagrant are allowed to pass
as if they had no existence those
who are dealt with have some
ground of complaint notwithstand-
ing that the decrees in reference to
them may be founded in justice

difficulties standeland in the way of
the officers in complying with the
requirement to cleanse the in-
terior of the platter they may spap

f
pear almost insurmountable but
AS arulele they will dissolve beforeaxartie actionn af thi bray upright
lust andaad conscientious manmaartatrt
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does not qinseem that it would be judi-
cious

dl
3 to make afian onslaught
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upon

those guiltygallt of
i

what might liebe
minor offenseses until those ofamorea more
heinous charactercharacter are disposed of
for it is not consistent toth nneglect the

weightweightierler mattersmatteri of the law 212 1 and
attach too much ccomparative im-
portance
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to those that are lightightertei
in all these matters wotwo prime ob

ejects should beU kept luin view the
salvation othomae in errorerror and the
welfare of ihthee murchchurch sisas a whole
all personalper and selfish ends should
hebe eliminated forthetot the condemnation
of those who use a sacred calling for
the gratification i

of porpersonal feelings
attainmentiament ofdf selfish ends

be great and aetherwhether iiiin call-
ing the backsbackslideralder to rnrepentancetance or
the application okor the law likin rela-
tion to offenders therethen should be nano
pomposity norhor harshness such ex-
hibitionshibit ions are inconsistent with the
proper use of authority and it is
in the exercise 01 power that a man
shows the greatgreatnessneEs or littleness of
his soul

in this connection we cannot do
better than bupte from the words of
the prophet joseph smith as con-
tained in the book of doctrinetoc trine and
covenants

that the rights of the priesthood
are inseparablyin se1 abably connected with the
powers of heaven and that the
powers of heaven cannot be con-
trolled nor harhandledidled only upon the
principles of righteousness

that they may be conferredcon fOrred upon
us it jnjis trw but when we under-
take tota cover our sins aror to gratify
our pride out valtivain ambition ofor to
exercise control or dominion or
compulsion upon the souls of the
childrenof men in any degree of

the heavens
withwithdrewdra themselves the spirit
of the lord teIs grieved and when
it teis withdrawn amen to the
priesthood or the authority of that
man
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ONCE more governor caleb W
west has left his official post to bob
up serenely at washington in the
capacity of a political log roller he
is consistent with his usual course
according to the expressions attribut-
ed to himat appeared in yesterdays
dispatches he is following aphisup bis
old idea of getting ConcongressgreEs to put
wholesale appointing power into his
hanckenhands on 4a former trip to washing-
ton to consummate his purpose he
imagined everything was swimming
in his favor he was delighted be


