
THE DESERETr WEEKLY
OUR NEW postmaster GENERAL

BUFFALO march 27 ten weeks ago
hhee 1wasvas only bissell of buffalo now
he is bissell of the united states I1

refer to our new postmaster general
who has lived here for forty odd years
his fat round cheeks blushing unseen in
his profitable law office and his great-
ness going to waste in the desert air of
the corporations whom he has counseled
in a legal way to the tune of something
like a year it is wonderful how
events produce great men and how the
elevation to power of one mortal pulls
up the other about him benjamin
harrisonrison raised his wand and fairylikefairylairy like
he created national reputations for his

old college friend john W noble of st
louis for miller his law partner and a
score afof others cleveland opened his
I1lipsS in 1884 and daniel manning and

C endicott became national
and now through his secondqquantitiesuantities

cabcabineti net utterance we are introduced to
bissell hoke smith daniel lamontlament
and other men whose names we yet
hardly know how to pronounce

BOSOM FRIEND BISSELL

mr bissell and mr levelandcleveland have
been friends and counsellorscoun for years
and grover cleveland has not in the
world a man who stands closer to him
than his new popostmasterstmaster general he
was known inin the newspapers during
the campaign of 1884 as bosom friend
bissell and the two when they were
practicing law together here were called
the damon and pythias of the buffalo
bar he has been associated with
cleveland during his years of promi-
nence and the fact that he has not been
better known to the people has come
from his queer ttasteaste for keepingkeepin9 himself
out of sight during mymv stay in buffalo
I1 have chatted with close friends of both
men and I1 findfid that mr bissell has in the
past preferred to be one of the stage
managers rather than a chiefachiel actor in
the eelevationle of cleveland to power it
is not generally known that in the strug-
gle1 between cleveland and blaine in 181884
wilson S bissell was one of the chielchief
directors of the cleveland forces and
that to hishig sagacityity the democratic vic-
tory waswar quite largely due he was
mr Clevelands private and personal
representative all through the campaign
and it fell to his lot to nullify the scand-
alous stories sent out concerning his
partners past life he had been among
the foremost in securing mr Clev elands
nomination for sheriff mayor and
governorovernor and he had almost as much to
do
governor

0 with his first nomination for the
presidency as daniel manning but he
was not connected with the event in
the chicago convention of last JunjunearJuneMrelMr
bissell was equal in command with
william C whitney he did most of
the planning and the ex secretary of the
navy did most of the executing and got
all the credit although he would have
sharesharedd it gladly with the buffalo man
if the latter had been willing mr
bissells name was scarcely mentioned
ittin the newspapersaers and very few per-
sons knew then or know now the
measure of his political power he isis
now and has been for nearly a decade
one of the great generals in the demo-
cratic party yet when it was announced
that he had been chosen to succeed
wanamaker many democratic captains
asked who is wilson S bissell

OUR NEW postmaster GENERAL

the new postmaster general accord

ing to the statements of those who know
him here is one of the closest mouthed
men in public life he has always kept
himself inin the back 9groundround and even in
buffalo he has been rarely talked about
he has not the widest of acquaintance
ships but he is a companionable man
broadminded witty and a good talker
except where his own affairs are con-
cerned mention these and he shuts
up like a clam and either stops talking
or changes the subject

WANAMAKERAND BISSILL
I1I1in thiss respect postmaster general

bissell will be found far different from
john wanamaker our last postmaster
general was generally ready to talk
about anything from his sunday school
to great postal reforms and from his
store to the chances of fortune making
for young men mr wanamaker isis a
man of ideas of much shrewd
common sense and of a lively apprecia-
tion of the value of the newspaper man
in the way of helping on himself and his
party he had a first class newspaper
man at a salary of footo a year which
he paid out of his own pocket by the
way in the person of marshall cushing
and the correspondents and news
gatherers were always welcome at his
office through this his administration
was better advertised and better pre-
sented to the people than that of any
postmaster general of the past and I1
understand that he considered his news-
paper secretary one of his best wash-
ington investments if postmaster
general bissell does not change the
character he had here he will do differ-
ently he has never had much to do
with the newspapers and has I1 am told
cut shy of them and has apparently
rather feared them mr wanamaker
was always accessible and I1 have always
been impressed by his honesty and his
plain practical common sense he
knew how to deal with men and he
seldom talked with a person long with-
out making him his friend he under

1 stood how to brush aside details and
make the other men work torfor him thenew postmaster general has had to deal
with books and legal questions more
than with the managing of men and he
will not start out with the same advan-
tages wanamakersWana makers experience in his
store gave him

the twoto postmasters general are the
opposite in apperance bissell weighs
twice as much as wanamaker and he
tips the beam at about pounds his
massive skull could contain wana
makers head and the brown hair of the
great merchant would not touch the
walls of besselsBis sels cranium were it boxed
up in its center mr bissells arms are
as big around as mr wanamakersWana makers
calves and his thighs measure almost as
much in circumference as does honest
johns waist wanamaker is about five
feet eight bissell is over six feet in his
stockings both are smooth shaven
both dress in black and aaee simple iin
their tastes

CLEVELAND AND BISSELL

here at buffalo I1 hear many cocompari-
sons

pan1

of cleveland and bissell and the
new postmaster general seems to be in
most ways the twin brother of the presi-
dent their lives have run close to-
gether they squalledsqual led in their cradles
at about the same time away back in the
forties both came of fairly well to do
farliesfam lies bissells parents being perhaps
the richer and sending him to school at

yale both were bachelors till they
were forty years old their wives are of
about the same age and the two girls
went to school together both families
have one baby daughter and the little
girls are about the same age I1 chatted
last night with an old lawyer friend of
the two men said he

mr cleveland and mr bissell have
been almost inseparable ever since the
latter was chief clerk in the office of
lansing cleveland folsom in 1870

when mr cleveland was elected sheriff
of erie county he wanted mr bissellbiasell to
become his deputy sheriff but the clerk
thought he saw better things ahead in
the law line and he declined A few
months after he became the law partnerartner
of the hon lyman K bass

anyand three
years later mr cleveland joined the firm

the two men were seen together almost
everywhere and called each other
wilbandwila and grove when mr cleve-

land married the daughter of another of
his law partners oscar folsom wilson
bissell was the best man and when the
present postmaster general married
louise fowler sturgis in february 1890
mr and mrs cleveland were the guests
of honor these two men have never
ceased to be wils and grove to each
other and it is likely that no one in the
cabinet will have more influence in the
new administration than wilson S
bissell

THE BISSELL CLEVELAND LAW FIRM

the old law firm in the weed block
buffalo of which mr cleveland awaand
mr bissell were members has probably
sent out more public men than any other
in the united states and mr bissell is
not the only postmaster general among
them the firm dates back to 1834

when the hon orasmus H marshall
the most famous of western new york
historians 0openedened his law office mr
marshallsmarchallsMar Tfirst two partners both left
him to take public office his third
partner waswag judge nathan K hall who
had until then been millard Fillmores
law partner when fillmoreFiSl more became
president he selected judge hall as his
postmaster general afterward appoint-
ing him united states judge as successor
to roscoe Con klings father nearly all
subsequent members of the firms des-
cending in direct line from 0 H mar-
shall have held some important office
from district attorney up one of them
the honbon lymanlydian K bass was not only
a district attorney but a member of
congress and his widow is now the
wife of senator ed wolcott of colo-
rado mr bass was bissells first part-
ner and grover cleveland joined the
firm in 1874 after his term of sheriff had
expired bass withdrew on account of
ill health in 1881 and left the firm name
cleveland bissell the two men did
a very large business as confidential
advisers and counsel to corporations
and in a year they were obliged to take
in another partner mr cleveland re-
mained a member of the firm throughout
his term as mayor of buffalo but retired
upon his election as governor of new
york leaving mr bissell where he had
been ever since at the head of the firm
which is now styled bissell sicard
brundage bissell

A BIG LAWYER OUTSIDE THE COURTS

I1 am told here that notwithstanding
the fact that the postmaster general has
been making from to a
year at the law he has never had a
cabe in court in his life still hebe has


