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EDITORIALS.

THE following, being the subatanee of
8 letter from Gereral Caleb Cushirg
concerning the present status of the
‘“‘Alabama claims’”’ and their conues-
tion with individual elnims, will be in-
teresting and ipstructive to all, We
are indebted to the New York Juurnal
of Commeerce for the extracta:

1. To begin, it is rrizapprehension to
suppose that there is any similitude be-
tween these cares and those of the go-
called **French Spoliation claims.”’

In the latter case the government of
the United States relinquished te
France all claim against that govern-

ment on acccunt of alleged illegal eap-

tnres of Ameriean 1ue chaulmen,
theretofore made by France, in consid-
eration of the relinquishment by
France of ecertain mnational claims
againet the United States,

In view of these mutual relinquish-
ments, the aggrieved owners of the
merchantmen captured by France con-
tend—and, as I think, with great rea-
son and truth—that the government of
the United States is beund in equity
to indemnify them for their losses in
consideration c<f the benefit thas se-
cruing to the United States,

But the United Btates did not receive
aAny money from Franee in the pre-
mises, It is a gquestion of equitable in
demnity, not a question of the pay-
ment of money in the hands of the
government,

In the caze of the ‘' Alabama claims,”’
however, the Upited States will have
in their hands a definite sum of money,
awarded against Eagland by
bupsal of Arbitration, and ‘paid over by
Hegland to the United Btates for dis-
tribution smong the parties interested,
according to the award of the Tribunal,

2, In the matter of the ‘“‘Alabama
claims’’ the agent and couosel of the
United States presented to the Tribu-
nal defailed sghedules and estimates of
the ¢laims of American citizens on ae-
count of eaptures by Confederate cruis-
ers fitted out in or dispatched from
porta of Great Britain in violation of
public law; setting forth the names of
vessels captared and the names of par-
ties inferested—whether owpersofship,
freight er cargo, or officers and'seamen,
or insurers—and asserting the responsi-
bility of Great Britain in the premises.

The Tribupsl, in the first place, ad-
. judged Great Britain to be guilty In
respect of all captures made by the
Alabama and the Florida and their
tenders, and by the Shenandoah after
her departure from Melbourne,

The Tribunal, in the second place, ex-
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to afford a jast indemnity to the injar-
ed citizens of the United States,

This gross sum will within the year
be paid by Great Britain to the United
States, with interest on any delay; it
will be received and held by the United
Rtates as a trust fund to be distributed
among the parties interested, conform-
ably to the tenor and spirit of the award
of the Tribunal; and the government
will be bound to make such distribu-
tion promptly and justly, by the moral
force of its duty of good faith to Eng-
land, and its obligation to fulfill the
:tlnulntianu of the Treaty of Washing-

on,

There is no contingency, uncertainty
or doubt in all this; you and the other
parties in intersast may, I do not hesi-
tate to say, rest assured of the honor
and good faith of the government of
the United States, in this rexpect, with
just as much of certita e us in the pay
ment of the gold bonds of the govern-
ment,

3. 1t is for Congress to decide as to
the manner of effecting the distribution
of this money among the parties inter-
ested. 'We may reasonably conjecture,
however, that a Board of Assessors will
be appointed to receive and examine
the individual claims upoun evidence,
and to estimate the amouut of each,
and the amount to be paid to the re-
spective claimants. The most impert.
ant duty of this Board wil' be the valu-
ation of property and the determination
of questions of ownership,

4, In view of the foregoing consider-
ations, I earnestly advise you and other
parties 1nterested:

First, not to sacrifice any of your
clsime by sale, that is, not to sell under
any circumstances, or at ony other rate,
than in the case of other assured rights
of property,

All claimants in such cases stand
better, appearing in their own right.

the Tri- [

THE DESERE

T NEWS,

December 4

Secondly, not to sacrifice your claims
by transactions in the nature of con-
tingent ageney compensation.

You will need attorneys or counsel
before the Board of Assessors, who
=hould be compensated with liberal and
honorable fees as such; but your claims
are not of thataltercatory and precariona
character which requires them to be
placed in the category of some foreign
claims, such as those befcre the Mexi-
can Commission, or of some domestic
claims demanding long continued and
peculiar service before the Executive
departments, or before Congress,
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CASES of robbery, burglary, street and
highway asssult, and other offenses of
a similar character have multiplied
considerably hereabout of late, and the
better classes of our citizens have been
annoyed by and somewhal exercised
concerning the existence of such a
state of things, Buat this community is
not alone in the sflliction. Judging by
the following from the SBan Francisco
Bulletin, the people of the Golden City
are still worse gfllicted in that manner—

The city is swarming at present with
thieves of all grades, who ply their avo-
cation prineipally at night, and num.
erous young men who assume a guise
of respegtability in the dsytime are in-
cluded in the horde of ruffians. The
mogst contemptible and less daring of
theee fellows keep a wateh on the owl-
rooste, or all-night drinking places,and
stand in readiness to follow up any
tardy inebriate sufficiently under the

effects of liquor to disable him for vigor-|

ous resistance, and intercept him on
his homeward way when some retired
quarter is reached favorable for the
pocket rifling process. Bibulous eiti-
zens so unfortunate as to experience
the necessity of a rest by the way fall a
certain prey to the thieves, and when
the opportunity is auspicious are strip-
pEcl:l of their clothing as well as valu-
ables,
B T

Now that everybody is going to have
plenty of diamonds from Arizona, it
may be as well to know how fto test
a diamond and tell it from other and
inferior brilliants, so that nobady need
carry about ag diamonds pieeces of ghin-
ing stone that are not diamornds., And
here, from an exchange, we have a
condensed account of the most simple
method of testing diamonds, taken
from the report of the Smithsonian In-
stitute—

Chemical tests, in general, being very
difficult of application and involving a
loss of substance, there is an optical |
test of a very delicate character which
‘rsces at once the line of demarcation
wer weep the diamond and all other
coloriess gema, ‘This test is that of
double refractinrn. In looking through
a trapsparent swue av w. uectached ob-
jeet, such as the point of & needle, or a
small hole pierced in a card, the object
is seen double; as if there were two
needle points or two holes. This phen-
omenon is calied double refraction, and
is exhibited oy all white or colorless
gems, except the diamond. As some
dexverity is required to readily exhibit
this curious property, the object to be
looked at and the stone shouud be fixed
at the proper distance apart by a little
modeling wax, 80 a8 to ba more eonve-
niently seen by those interested in the
experiment. This test, properly and
thoroughly earried out, is infallible.

The double refraction whenever pro-
duced condemns the stone. The test
is a convenient one and can be exer-
cised without complicated apparatus
or uneetting the stone. -
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(HE Agsssiz Institute, BSacramento,
Cal., according to the circular of the
corresponding secretary, is an instifus
tion which proposes to gather, preserve
and disseminate the infermation con-
cerning the Pacific States and Territo-
ries which isin the possession of indi-
viduale, and which now exists in a per-
jashable and to many inaccessible form,
and to do it &8s a labor of love, without
any hope or desire of any remuuncrative
result other than that which will ac-
crue to the publie. The circular sub-
mits the following as a general sfaje-
ment of the wants of the museus—

Firat—We desire specimens of every
object that may assist the miond in
forming an estimate of the natore of
the Pacifie Coast.

To understand the country we need
specimens of soil, rand, gravel, boul-
ders, rocks, minerals, aud fossil re-
maing, including that which is com-
mon snd fairly representative of a par-
ticalar locality, as well as that which is
unusual and peculiar.

The sand, soil and gravel should be
put in separate bettles.

Accompanying the specimens gsbhould
be an account of the locality from
whence taken, a description, of the Jo-
cality and surronndings—whether val-
ley, plain, gorge, mountain, hills,
rivers, or lakes,

If the specimens are from stratified
rocks, then the observer should state
not only the loeality, but the eharacter
and direction of the dip, the altitude or
depth of the spot from whence taken.

We also desire specimens of plants,
grasses, flowers, shrubs, wood and pet-
rifications, with an account of the na-
ture of the goil and surroundings in
which they may be found,

Pianta, flowers and grasses may be
pressed and dried or placed in aleohol.
The season \in which they are grown
and gathered should also be stated.

Also fish, serpents, insects, birds,
auimals, ete., with or without observa-
tions upon their habits. These should
be put in aleohol., A statement of the
precise loecality from which the object
has been obfained is a matter of great
importance,

Also specimens of articles manufae-
tured upon the Pacific Coast, with the
?ama of maker and date of manufac-
ure,

Nore,—Each article must have, firmly
attached, a label containing the name of
the locality, the name and address of the
finder or sender, and also a statement that
the article is either common, or fairly rep-
resentative, or peculiar and exceptional,
All articles without labels will be rejcoted.

Becond—We wish to place upon re-
cord all fagdts whatever relating to the
history and general eharacter of
the Pacifiec Coas’'; everything that will
give an idea of the country aud people
and their development,

We will be glad to receive accurate
descriptions of salls, general and ex-
ceptional formations, mountains, val-
leys, rivers and lakes, springs, climate,
lemperature, storms, water-spouts,
cloud-bursts, the fall of snow and rain,
ete. ¥

Competent persons, desiriog to keep
meteorological data, will be farnished
with ipstrucuions, if desired. We de-
gire exact accounts of fiaheries, mines,
vineyards, orohards, ete., including the
resuits of wvarious practical experi-
meunfs; algo accounts of the industries
of each section.

Miners will do the cause of science a
eervice by giving us aceurate accounts
of their mines, depths, dip and direc-
tion of straia, ventilation, ete,

We also agk for some account of the
indications of glaciers, volecanoes, sand
earthquakes,

We will receive and place upon re-
cord any well authenticaled statement
bearing upon the history of California,
the settlement and improvement of lo-
calities, the formation eof institutes of
learning, agricullural, medical, or edn-
cationsal societies,

Fach pap-r must contain the name of
the author, and cite clearly the authority
upon which statements may be founded.

Having a limited income which must
be expended upon the preservation of
specimens and the dissemination of the
knowledge obtained, we must be reliev-
ed of all expenee ivecurred in the pre-
paration and transfer of articles. Wells,
Fargo & Co. will pass over R. R. lines
all articles for the mussum of the In-
stitute free of cost, and over all stage
Iinea at the actual cost of transporia-
tion, ,

All ariicles sent over siage lines,
must, therefore, be prepaid,

As the railroads and expresg company
have agreed to pass all articles free, the
stage lines, may be induced to imitate
their example.

Send all articles, carefully paecked
and dietinetly marked: THE AGASSIZ
INSTITUTE, SBACRAMENTO, CAL.

All communications must be address-
ed: REv. J. H, C, BONTE,
Cor. Sec'y, Sacramenio, Cal.
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““Never mind,” eays the angry
Frenchman, ‘‘the hour of vengeance
will strike.”

Y Never,”! replies the calm and well-
informed Prussian, ‘‘never, you have
no more e¢locks in Franes.”’

‘‘'The Star of South Africa,” the first
and only fine stone of any size which
has been sent to Eogland from the
South African mines, has been sel as
tho central stone in a coronet for the
Countess of Dudley. Its weight is 463
carats, and it is of the purest water and
brilliancy.
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In Dublin, Treland, October24, of pleura-fever,
ELLEN, daughter of John and Ruth Hughes,

aged 7 years 8 months and 11 days.—M{l. Star,
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LOCAL AND OTHER MATTERS.

FROM TUESDAY’S DAILY, NOV, 26.

Tae “Train Ligue” comes now from
New York, and the number before us is
mainly devoted to a defenee of the Woods
hulls and a furious scoring of their oppo-
nents inthe matter of the recent staruliug
little venture of the sisters.

SuppEN DeATH.—We regret to learn of
the dealh, at a late hour last night or early
this morning, of Mrs. Jalia, wife of Mr,
Wm. Burton, of this city.

Deceased was an amiable lady and
bad only been married about one year,
Her sudden and unexpeected departure
from this life will be deeply regretted by a
numerous circle of relations and friends,

ProBATE CoUrRT.—The ease of the Peo-
ple vs. John F. Tasker, charged with steal-
ing a pair of horses, the property of
Burton Kimball, from Jordan range
during the past summer, was brought up
in the Probate Court yesterday, Judge
Elias Smith presiding. Juodge E. D.
Hoge appeared on the patrt of the people,
and the time was taken up in the examine
ation of witnesses.

This morning Attorney Smith made a
very elaborate argument on the part of the
defense,

l DesereET UNIVERSITY.—A new term of

the Deseret University was commenced
Park as prineipal.
Between the Dr, and those of his old stu-
dents who applied for re~admission 10 the
University there was quite a warm and
The Doctor gave them a
ghort but very graphic account of his
recent trip on school maitters to the East
and Earope, and referred to some of the
improvements he intended to introduce,
Professor Park is well and most favorably
known to the public of this and contigu-
ous cities and counties, as an able precep-
tor of youth; and when it is onee fairly
understood that he has resumed his old
position in the University of Daseret, and
that that institution is in full operation,
there is the best of reason to believe that it
will soon be erowded to its fall capacity
with old and new pupils.

IN TowN,~Major General Thomas L.
Kaue, of Pennsylvania, with his wife and
two sons; arrived in this vity this morning.
The General is an invalid, still suffering
severely from wounds received in the
Union Army during the Rebellion. He
has taken this trip on the recommendation
of his physieciin, in hopes that chauge of
air will improve his health, His stay here
is likely to be brief, as it is thought the
Pacific coast will be more beneficial than a
stay of any length in Utah in the wicter
season, snd it is varr J)rubabla that he will
leave soon for a milder climate, On the
way here Mrs, Kane copntracted a severe
cold, and we regret to say that mhe is at
present somewhat indisposed, |

ComMeNCED.— The city laborers have
commendcad the digging for the new water
tank near the Theatre, , |

Mr. N. H, Felt is chairman of the Cify
Council Committee on fire companies, &c.,
and has been, for some time past, except-
ing during the period  of his being incapa-
citatéd from attending to the duaties of his
office by iliness, an active and energetie
adyoeate for the adoption by the dity of the
most etlective measures for the prevention
and subduing of fires, and we nnderstand
that the constrmoction of the three addi-
tional tanks was deciGed upon at his sug-
gﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ-

STABBING AT PiocHE.— The following
are from the Piohce Record of last Thurs-
day—

Between three and 4 o’clock yesterday
afternoon the Headquarters Saloon, Pa-
naca Flat, was the scece of a difliculty be-
tween James Woods and Wm. McCarty,
which resuited in the death of the latter.
From a gentleman who witnessed the fatal
afiray we learn that Woods, MecCarty and
another man were playing cards for the
drinks, and at theclo=e of the game Woods
accused the other two of playing wunfairly.
This was denied, and MecCarty ocalled
Woods as—n ofa b—h. Woods then offur-
ed to fight MeCarty if he would go out of
the house, but McCarty was nawilling to
that. Woods said he would not allow a
man to call him such a name as that and
left, ITmmediately after he returned with
a large knife, but McCarty was not in the
room. Our informant says he tried to get
the knife away from Woods, and had al-
most obtained his consent to give it up,
when MeCarty came in through the back
door and struck Wooda a blow from the
effects of which he jostled against our in-
formaat and knecked him over the stovs,
Before he could regain his feet Woods
closed upon McCarty with his knife. He
Inflicted four or five severe wounds, one
or two of which were morial, from the
effeck of which he died in a short time.
Wood8 immediately started to surrender
bhimself to an officer, and meeting Constaw

| ble Dolliff he submitted to arrest and was

taken to jail, He previously gave up his
knife toa citizen, and showed no disposie
Woods is & native of Jree-
land, and probably not exceeding 30 years
of agae. o has the reputation of being
a quiet, inoffensive man, McCarty was
.born in Boston, of Irish parents, and was

about 30 yoars of age.



