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until the bag reached its destination
and no one hadbad any notion where
thethel theft was committed but apet
ro logist was ohshownow n tbthee rocks and bhee
said at once that there was only one
place in the united states where
such rocks were found he told
where the place was and a detec-
tive going therethem it was only
miles away found two
at work in an isolated spot where
it was subsequently remembered
the robbed train had stoppedstepped for
water he promptly charged them
with the crime and they were so
taken by surprise that they con-
fessed it so much for rock

to an official report on
the prospects of the wheat crops in
the punjab the spring harvest is
likely to prove anything but a good
one at the end of january it was

that the area under culti-
vation was less by five per cent than
it had been the year before the
actual decrease bei ug put at as much
as a- resacres on lands irrigated
by the great canals of upper india
the crops promised well but where
the cultivators only depend on the
winter rains a long continued
drouth has had the worst effect
the Allahabadbabad pioneer states that
the position is much the same in the
northwest provinces in the mee
rut and Kobil kund division the
wheat harvest is expected to be 40
per cent below a full average crop

THAT was a peculiar recommendrecommenn
dation which the home secretary
made to the queen in the case of the
two young men who were sentenced
to death at crewe forfer the premedi-
tated murder of their father their
guilt was beyond question but it
was pleaded in extenuation that
their father was a brute and that
they killed him to save their mother
from his cruelty hence half the
adult populationlldon of england rose nsas
one man and petitionedpetitioned that they
be reprieved in forwarding these
petitions to the queen at aix lesminebains the home secretary recom-
mended that one ofcf them be hanged
and the other reprieved this con-
sideringsi that they wereivere equally
guiltylity and that they conspired tofukillill their father strikes the english
publicblie1 as so monstrous that the90homeme secretary is denounced as a
barbarian lf and maybemay be forced to

resign his office

TEXAS tois expending about
annually on her public schools

and half a million more on the state
university agricultural college and
schools for the deat and dumb and
blind the school fund IM browingrowing
from the salsale0 of publicbublic lands anandI1
other sources at thee rate of more
than yearly to the in-
come from the school fund is added
the proceeds of local taxes levied
for this purpurposelose the state has a
school population of some half a
million about oue fourth colored
normal schools for both white and
colored pupils are supported by the
Statestatlandand there are some colored
teachers employed in the public
schschoolsvols texas does very much
better so far as length of term and
a jailes of teachers go than the other

southern states teachers there
earn 45 per month on au average
which is above the average for the
whole country they teach about
sixfix months hin the year the num-
ber of teachers employed is annually
increasing and the expenditures on
account of schools will be
larger this year than last

APRONS IN PARIS

would you believe furfor instance
that parisparie wears eighteen different
styles of aprons and uevernever by any
chance mixes these apronsapron I1up
ah I1 thought not you might be
in paris many weeks skimming the
usual sightseers ground and come
away in ignorance ofef a fact of wwhish
even residents ofyears are surprised
to learn the working classes you
think are a picturesque element in
the gay throngs frequenting the
public squares and gardens but
beyond noting the general neatness
of their attire and the fact that so
many wear aprons any particular-
ity or uniformity about the article
escapesescapedescapep the touriststouris Vis observation
and yet the butcher boy would as
soon be guilty of appropriating the
style of apron his comrade the

cers ties about
hisbis waist as hebe would of dockingdecking
himselfhimselfiric the and embroi-
dered crOSSIcrossingDg the generous
proportions of a champs
nurse

no indeed from the dimmdimmestesteraera
now lost in obscurity the paris
butcher boy has worn a uniform
betokening the trade of which he is
invariably a cheerful ornament
the apron he wears is a most curi-
ousus affair and he himself must be
regarded as the aristocrat of the
apron wearersbearerswear ers for he sports no less
than three at once two of
these aprons are apparently super-
fluous as they are rolled up and
fastened at each side the third is
worn in front and held in place
across the breast by a string made
into a peculiar knot at the back
whenever you see this odd knot you
may be assured a butchers appren-
tice has tied it the method requires
as delicate manipulation as does the
successfulI1 arrangement of the white

tie and our gallant butcher
boy takes as much pains with its
construction as any swell dressing
for a ball I1itsits tying is a profound
secret and no matter what induce-
ment you offer he wont disclose it

you must become a butcher boy to
find it out with his areahfreah white
aprons ruddy complexion and close-
ly cropped hair for never by any
chance does hebe wear a hat during
the functions of his office the
butcherboy is by no means an un-
appetizing object undoubtedly
when hebe marries or takes marie out
for a sunday he dons a hatbat and
throws the apron aside but to speak
of a butcherboys hat at any other
time would be like speaking of the
orchestra at the theatre francaisFran caie
it does not exist

the paris baker of worldwideworld wide
fame sends out his bread not in
baskets and wagons as is the custom
in america but by a woman who
wears the longest apron on record

As will be observed its extraordin-
ary length is for a reason when it
is dropped down this apron trails
on the ground in front of her and
its utility is as evident as its sim-
plicity is beautiful to the unaccus-
tomed eye the ends of this apron
she ties together forming a sock in
which the bread is carried there
is a waist fitting over the shoulders
so that her loasby no means a light
one weighs upon the shoulders and
does not pull altogether on the hips
who invented this novel panier au
pain Isie not known but it must have
been some genius who could not
afford a donkey cart and desired to
economiceconom iz space

the small breakfast rollsrollis how
good they arelare the long and the
short loaves the sticks of bread so
slender that they are called I1 flutesilluce8 11

and are only crust to be broken up
in soups are brought in this amaz-
ing apron mr henry bacon the
artist tells me that when he was in
the beaux artsarta studying under ca
banal there was a pupil there whose
father was a baker and a fine baker
at that the young fellow was tall
and tbth inand they at once christened
him in the school flate au shunji
and to this day when they meet
together to chat and dine he is called
by his thoroughly parisian nick
asme

this sturdy womanoman who carries
bread is notdot one of the aristocrats in
aprons she is a sort of patient
packhorsepack horseborse going her rounds be-
times and too heavily loaded to
relish gossiping with customers on
her route she seldom sees her
clients as she leans her loaves
against the door rings and departs
it is not a ring which penetrates to
the ears of the sleepy mableror mis-
tress of the ap i rement OD the con-
trary it is only a gentle tinkle
forsooth for having called so early
before anybody is awake

these broad aprons whickwhich are
often the property of the baker are
always made of darkark blue linen As
they coat twenty ffiveve francs or five
dollars apiece a poor working wo-
man is not expected to supply them
any more than she tois expectedexpected to
furnish the bakers shop in paris
breadstuffsbreadstuffs receive a certain wor-
ship not accorded the staff of life in
lesslers economical lands and

has consequently reached
the acme of perfection among a peo-
ple who look upon flour
with reverence and its produc-
tions with intimate affection that
its transportation should be origin-
ally conducted is not sursurprisingsurpriseprist ng A
loaf carried about in an apron is no
more singular than to see it tucked
unwrapped under a buyersbuyerIs arm or
used as a cushionushion for the cold side-
walk by the urchin who pauses to
watch a top spin on his way home
from the bakers shop As the
loaves have a haihaidd and slipperyapery surbur
flee their integrity is preserved un-
der adverse circumstancesand when
more delicate substances must sure-
ly be rendered unfit for human con-
sumption let fastidious people
take comfort in that thought lautbut
unless one rises very early the bak-
ers woman will remain an invisi-
ble factor in the distribution of our
daily bread wide awake


