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until the bag reached its destination,
and no one had any notion where
thetheft was committed. But a pet-
rologist was shown the rocks, and he
said st once that there was anly one
pince in the United Btates where
such rocks were found., He told
where the place was, and a detec-
tive going there—it was only 450
miles away—fonnd tweo Chinamen
at work in an isolated spot, where,
it was subsequently remembered,
the robbed train had stepped for
water. He promptly charged them
with the crime, antd they were so
taken by surprise that they con-
fesged it. Bo much for rock.

ACCORDING to an official reporton
the prospects of the wheat crops in
the Punjah, the spring harvesl is
likaly to prove anything but u good
one. At the end of January it was
estimated that the area under culti-
vatlon was less by five per cent than
it hadl been the year before, the
actual decrease being put at as much
n8 343,500 acres. On lands irrigated
by the great canals of Upper I[ndia
the crops promised well, but where
the cultivatore only depend on the
winter rains, a long continued
drouth has had the werst effect.
The Allahabad Pioncer states that
the position is much the same iu the
northwest provinces. In the Mee-
rut and Kohilkund division the
wheat barvest is expected to Le 40
per cent below a full average crop.

THAT wusa peculiar recommen
dation which the Home Heeretary
made fo theQueen in the case of the
two young men who were scutenced
to death at Crewe fer the premedi-
tated murder of their father. Their
gullt was bheyond question, but it
was pleaded in extenuation that
their father was a brute, and that
they lkilled him to save theirmother
from his cruelty. Hence hall the
adult population of Englund rose as
one man, and petitioned that they
be reprieved. In forwarding thoee

titioneg to the Queen ar Alx-les-

ains, the Home Secretary recom-
mended that one of themn be hanged
and the other reprieved. This, con-
sidering that they were equally
guilty, and that they couspired to
kill their father, strikes lhe‘ljinglish

ublic as so monstrous that tle

ome Becretary is denounced ns n
“barbarlan,” and may be forced to
resign his office.

TEXAS is expending about $3,000,-
000 annnally on her publlc schoole,
and half a million inore on the State
university, agricultural college and
schools for the deat nnd dumb and
blind. The school fund i= growing
from the sale of public lands and
other sources nt the rate of more
than $1,000,(K} yearly. 'To the iuy-
come from the sehool fund 1s added
the proceeds of local taxes levied
for thls purpose. The Btate has a
school population of some half a
million, about oue-fourth ecolored,
Normal sehools for both white and
colored pupils are supported hy the
Blate.and there aresome 3000 rolored
teachers employed in the public
schcols, . Texas does very nuch
better ro far as length of term and
8 aries of tenchers go than the other

scuthern States. Teachers there
enart $45 per mouth on ub average,
which is above the avernge for the
whole country,—they teach about
#iX months in the yenr. The num-
ber of teachere emnployed ie annually
iucreaging, and the expenditures ou
account of schools wili be $300,000
larger thig year than last.

APRONS IN PARIS.

Would you bulieve, for instance,
that Parie wears efghteen different
stylen of aprons, aud vever by auy
chunce mixes these aprons up?
Ah! I thought not. You might be
in Paris mauy weeks, skimming tho
usual rightseers® ground, and come
away in iguorance ef a faect of which
evel resideuts of years are surprised
to learu. The working classes, you
think, are & picturesque element in
the gay throngs frequenting the
public squares aml goardens, but,
eyond noting the geueral neatness
of their attire and the fact that so
mAaNy wenr aprous, auny parlicalar-
ity or uniformity about the article
escapes the tourist’s observation.
And yet the butcherboy would as
soou be gullty of apprupriatiug the
style of aprou hls comrade, the
green grocer’s apprentice, ties about
his waist, a8 le would of deckiug
himeelf ir the bLelaced and embroi-
deved fabler crossing the geuerous
proportions of a Champs Elysees
nuree.

No, indeed; from the dinmmest sra
pow lost in obLscurity, the Parie
butcher-buy has worn a uniform
betokening the trade of which he is
invariably a cheerful oronameut.
The aproun he wears is n most curi-
oug aftair, aud he himeell must be
regarded as the aristocrat of the
apron wearers, fot he sports no less
than three apronsat onee. Two of
these aprons are appareutly super-
flupus, 8s they are rolled up and
fastened at each side; the third is
worn in {rout and held in place
across the Dbrenst by a string made
into a peculiar knot at the back,
Whenever you seethis odd koot you
muy be assured a butcher’s appren-
tice has tied it. The method requires
as delicate manipulation as does the
successful arrangement of the white
ueck-tie, aud our gallant buteher-
boy takes as much paios with its
coustruction as any swell dressing
for a ball.  Its tying is a profound
pecret, aud no matter what induce-
ment you offer he won’t disclose it
—you mugt become a butcherboy o
find it out. With his fresh white
aprong, ruddy complexion and close-

868

As will be observed, its extraordin-
ary length is for a reason. When it
is dropped down, this apron trails
onthe ground in front of her, and
its utility in as evident ns its sim-
plicity is beautiful to the unaccus-
tomed ¢ye. The ends of this aprou
she ties together, forming a soclc in
which the bread i8 carried. There
is a waist fitting over the shoulders
80 that her load,by no means a light
one, weighs upon the sboulders and
does not pull altoguther on the hips.
Who invented this novel panier au
painis nol known, but it must have
been soinu genius who could not
afford a donkey cart, and desired to
economiz- kpace.

The small breakiast rolle—how
good they are!l—the long and the
short loaves, the sticks of bLrend so
plender that they nre called “‘flules,’?
and are only crusl to be broken up
in goaps, are hrought in this amaz-
ing apron. Mr. Henry Bacon, the
artist, tells me, that when he was in
the Beaux Arts studying under Ca-
banal, there was a pupil there whose
father was 8 haker, and a fite baker
at that. The young fellow was tall
and thin,and they at once christened
him in the schuol *“Flule-au-svupe;*’
apd to this duy, when they mect
together to chat and dine, he is calied
by his thoroughly Parisian nick-
Dame.

This sturdy woman who carrles
bread is tiot one of the aristocrats in
aprouns. Bhe is a sort of patient
pack-borse going her rounds he.
times inl too beavily loaded to
relish gossiping with customers on
her route. She scldom pees her
clients, as phe leans her loaves
apainst the door, rings and departs.
It is uot & ring which penetrates to
the ears of the sleepy master or mis-
tress of the apirtinent; on the con-
trary, it is ouly a gentle tinkle,
torscoth, for having calied so early,
before anybrdy is awake,

These broad-aprons which, are
often the property of the baker, are
alwuys made of dark blue liuen, As
they vost twenty-five francs, or five
dollars apiece, a poor worklug wo-
man i8 not expecied to aupply them
any more than she is expected to
furnish the baker’sshop. 1n Paris,
breadstuffs receive a certain wor-
ship not accorded the staff of life in
less eeounomical lapds, and bread-
making has consequently reached
the acme of perfection among o -

ple who  look upou our
with reverepce, aod its produc-
tions with intimate afiection. That

its transportation should be origiu-
ally conducted is not surprising. A
loaf carrled about in an apron is no

ly oropped hair—tor never by any | more singular than to sce it tueked.

chance does he wear a hat during
the functions of his office — the
butcherboy 8 by no means an un-
appetizing  object. . Undoubtedly
when he marries or takes Marie out
for a Sunday, he dons a hat and
throws the apron aside; but to sgeak
of a butcherboy’s hat at any other
time would be like speaking of the
orchestra nt the Theatre Francais.
It does not exist.

The Paris baker of world-wide
fame sunds out his bread, not iu
baskets and wagons, asis the custom
in America, but hy a4 woman who
wearsthe longest apron ou record.

l

unwrapped, under a buyer's arm, or
used as a znshion for the cold side-
walk by the urchin who pauses to
watch a top epin oo his way home
from the baker's shop. As the
loaves have s hard and slippery sur-
face, their integrity is preserved un-
der adverse ¢t rcumstances,and when
more dellcate substances must srre-
1y be rendered unfit for humau con-
sumption. Let tastidious pccigle
take comfort in that thought. ut
unless one rises very early, the bak-
er's woman will remain an invisi-
ble fuctor in the distribution of our
dauly bread.— Wide Awake.



