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valley of Lemuel, with power, belng
filled with the Spirit, until their
frames did shake before him. And
he did confound them, that they did
not utter against him; wherefore
they did as he commanded them. »
I Nephi, il: 14,

Lehi’s literary acquirements em-
braced, in nddition to the **learning
of the Jews,” a knowledge of the
“language of the Egyptians.”” The
lnnguage here referred to meant,
undoubtedly, the writlen language
of the Egyptinns, for it was prob-
ably the Hebrew, the eommon lnn-
guage anmony the Jews, that was
#poken and used in ordinnry inter-
course by the Lehi colonists. But
both the Egyptinn and the Hebrew

langusges had been altered by the |512-

Nephites at the time that Mormon
made his record. Moroni says:

**And now behold, we have writ-
ten this record according to our
knowledge in the eharacters, which
are called among us reformed Egyp-
tian,lwing handed down and altered

Y ug, according to our manner of
Speecl;. And if our plates had been
sufficiently large, we should have
Wwritten In Hebrew; but the Hebrew
Liath been altered by us nlso; and if
We conltd bave written in ]ZIebrcw,
behold, ye would have had no im-
ptrfection in our record.” Mor. ix:
32, 33, -

These alterations were so impor.
tant that the writer adds, ver. 34:

“But the Lord knoweth thethings
which we have written, and also
that none other people knoweth our
Iﬂngunge; therefore he hath pre-
l)m‘ed menns for the interpretation
hereor,

The “menns’” referred to were the
.Urim nnd Thummim uged by Joseph
the Beer, in the translstion of the
feords,

One of the notable incidents con-

Nected with the andvent of Lehi,
Was the introduction of the greater
bart of the Old Testament record
Inte Amerien. This record was on-
Eraved upon plates of brass; and the
Charncters used were those of the
Egyptian lnnguage, and of the
Byles embraced in thelr system of
hierogly phics.
. The following extract shows the
Mmportance of these records, as well
88 the langunze in which they were
Written,

“And he (King Benjamin) also
t"}UEht them concerning the records
(‘)‘r *li)ch were engraven on the plates
that Ye should remember, that were
b Dot for thege plates, which contain
“8¢ recorids and these command-
Ments, we must have suffered in-ig-
HOrance, even nt this present time,
"ot knowing the mysteries of God.
fags LOF it Were not possible that our
ather, Lehi, could have remem-
fed all thege things, to have taught
om to his children, except it were

for the help of these plates; for he

rass, saying, My sons, I wou1d|

f baving been taught in the language

of the Egyptians, therefore he could
read these engravings, and teach
them to his children.” Mos.i: 3, 4.

Thess plates ot brass eontained:

#The five books of Moses, which
gnve an sccount of the creation of
the world, and also of Adam apd
Eve, who were our first parents.

A nd nlso.n record of the Jews
fiom the beginning, ¢ven down to
the commencement of the reign of i
Zedekinh, king of Judah;

*And also the prophecies of the |
holy prophets, from the beginning,
even down to the commencement of
the reign eof Zedekiah; ond also
many prophecies which have been
spoken by the mouth of Jeremiah.”
] Nephi, v: 11, 12, 18; also see 1
Nephi, xix: 21-24; Alma xxxvii:

These extrncts are partienlarly
valunble, as the show how the
knowledge of the true God, and of
His dealings with His chosen peo-
ple, with the doctrines ef faith in
the promised Messinh, were intro-
duced aud perpetuated armong the
native races of the continent.

Egypt, the land of mystery and
colossal enigmas; also the cradle of
the useful and beneficent arts, and
arts dinvolical; and of the occult
speeulations, ealled sciences, relating
to alchemy, moygic, necromancy,and
astrology, was, further, the source
and fountainof n strangeand peculiar
Innguage. The written form of this
Inngunge, called hieroglyphicnl, 18
considered to be the moest ancient
forn: of nll written Innguages. These
hieroglyphics or “sacred sculp-
tures” as the name signifies, were
an elaborate system of picture writ-
ing; ideas and sounds being ex-
pressed by aniroate and inaniroate
objects, as birds, nnimals, vases,
parts of buildings, and so forth; just
as the Assyrians expressed leading
classes of thought, by means of
wedges, disposed in various groups
called cunciforms; and as the more
raodern languages use lefters and
ryllabies. This systern of writing
was discovered, or invented, subse-
quent to the loss of the primitive
langunge, by the strange event
which oeccurred at the Tower of
Babel. It was, undoudbtedly, the
work of the Pagan priesthood. The
Egyptinns attributed the invention
to their god Thoth; the ‘“Logos
or scribe of the gods.??

Hieroglyphics were used, at first,
exclusively by the sacerdotal clnss;
the coromon people and foreign na-
tions knew mothing of their mean-
ing. Besides this original style, or
hieroglyphics proper, there were two
other modes of writing used by the
Feyptians, cialled hieratic, and de-

motje. These were modifications of

TOv
the original; briefer, not so cumber-
some, and Letter adapted to the or-
dinary affairs of the public. The
hierctic and demotic styles stood in
o similar relation to hieroglyphics
that hand-writing does to printing,
or type. Hieroglyphics were em-
ployed chiefly for offieial inscrip-
tions on monuments, publie or pri-
vale tombs, religious formulas, in-
vocactions, etc. The other styles
were less artistic, and were intro-
duced Into the Egyptian graphic
system about the commencement of
the twenty-sixth dynasty or the
sixth century B. C,, and continued
in use until the third century’ A. D.
This was ihe Jast native form of
cursive writing in Egypt. The early
Christinns jntroduced the Greek al-
phabet, joined with o few characters
from the demotic, See Chambers’
Eneyclopeedia, 1883.

The demotic form of writing was
employed by copyists, nierchants,
and the common people of Egypt
generally; hence also ecalled en-
choric, meaning popular, domestic.
As this new mode of writing was In
use in Lehi’s dny, it is probable
that it was the style used by him in
his writings, and the system he
taught to his family. Also that it
was the style of characters upon the
brass plutes, and the hand-writing
of all the scribes and public regis-
trars; it is also likely that this popu-
lar graphic system was what is re-
ferred to as “‘reformed ‘Egyptinn,*’
and the characters translated by the
Prophet Joseph Smith, from the
ancient plntes. This wus, essentinl-
ly, the mode of writing brought
from the east by Lehi and intro-
duced into America. -

The remark”of Moroni that the
characters bad been ehanged by the
Nephite writers is quite consistent;
for, as Prof. Pratt observes, (Book of
Mormon, page 570, note 2 ¢,: -n
thousand years make great chaupes
in languages not printed or pre-
served by books.”

A copy of a portion of the ghar-
acters upon the plates was taken to
Prof. Anthon, of Columbia Collegy,
N.Y., and was pronounced by him
to be Egyptian, showing that what-
ever changes the language might
bave undergone, its distinctive na-
tional nativity was recognized by
the professor.

The eventful life of the Patriarch
Liehi closed in peace; and, without
a cloud to diminish his well-exrned
guerdon of honor and sell-respect,
he passed on to his seat among the
nobles of the earth.

{To be continued.}
J. H. KELSON.



