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rvalleybenithof lemuel with power being
with the spirit until their

frames did shake before him and
he did confound them that they did
not utter against him wherefore
they did as he commanded them
I1 nephi li11 14

celivs literary acquirementsacquire ments em-
braced in addition to the learning
of the jews a knowledge of the
language of the egyptians the

language here referred to meanmeantt
undoubtedly the written language
of the egyptians for it was prob-
ably the hebrew the common lan-
guage

an
among the jews that was

spoken and used in ordinary inter-
course by the lehi colonists but
both the egyptian and the hebrew
languages had been altered by the

at the time that mormon
made his record moroni says

and now behold we have writ-
ten this record according to our
knowledge in the characters which
are called among us reformed egyp-
tian being handed down and altered
by us according to our manner of
speech and if our plates had been
sufficiently large we should have
written in hebrew but the hebrew
hathbath been altered by us also and if
we could have written iniii debrewhebrew
behold ye would have had no im-
perfection in our record mor ix
32 38 0

these alterations were so impor-
tant that the writer adds ver 34

but the lord the things
which we have written and also
that none other people our
language therefore he hathbath pre-
pared means for the interpretation
hereof
the means referred to were the

Tarim and used by joseph
the seerbeer in the translation of the
recordsec

one of the notable incidents con-
nected with the advent of lehi
was the introduction of the greater
part of the old testament record
into america this record waswaa en
staved upon plates of brassbraes and the
charactersarac used were those of the
egyptian language and of the
styles embraced in their system of
hieroglyphics

the following extract shows the
tt anee of these records as well

8848 the language in which they were
written

and he king benjamin also
taulba them concerning the records
whwhichch were en graven on the platesorof brass saying my sons I1 wouldthatulab ye should remember that werei not for these plates which containthese records and ththeseese command-
ments we must have suffered in ig

oranceDrRuce even at this present timeknowing1101 oving the mysteries of god
for it were not possiblesible that our

fatherher lehi couldcoulpossiblegoshave kemembefthered all these things to have taughtthemm to his children except it wereforw the help of these plates for he

having been taught in the language
of the egyptians therefore he could
read these engravings and teach
them to his children 1 mos 1- 3 4

these plates otof brass contained
the five books of moses which

gave an account of the creation of
the world and also of adam and
eve who were our first parents

and also a record of the jews
how the beginning even down to
the commencement of the reign of
Zedezedekiahklah king of judah

and also the prophecies of the
holy prophets from the beginning
even down to the commencement of
the reign ofef Zedekzedekiahtab and also
many prophecies which have been
spoken by the mouth of jeremiahiab
I1 nephi v 11 12 13 also see I1
nephi 212421 24 alma
3 12

these extracts are particularly
valuable as the show how the
knowledge of the true god and of
his dealings with his chosen peo-
ple with the doctrines ofef faith in
the promised messiah were intro-
duced and perpetuated among the
native races of the continent

egypt the land of mystery and
colossal enigmasenigmas also the cradle of
the useful and beneficent arts and
artsarta diabolical and of the occult
speculations called sciences relating
to alchemy magic necromancy and
astrology was further the source
and fountain ofofaastrange and peculiar
language the written form of this
language called is
considered to be the most ancient
formoeform of all written languages these
hieroglyphics or sacred sculp-
tures as the name signifies were
an elaborate system of picture writ-
ing ideas and sounds being ex-
pressed by animate and inanimate
objects as birds animals vases
parts of buildings and so forth just
as the syriansassyriansAs expressed leading
classes of thought by means of
wedges disposed in various groups
called cuneiforms and as the more
modern languages use letters and
syllablessyllabi cs this system of writing
was discovered or invented subse-
quent to the lo10lossss of the primitive
language by the strange event
which occurred at the tower of
babel it was the
work of the pagan priesthood the
egyptians attributed the invention
to their god thoth the logos
or scribe of the gods

hieroglyphics were used at first
exclusively by the sacerdotal class
the common people and foreign na-
tions knew nothing of their mean-
ing besides this original style or
hieroglyphics proper there were two
other modes of0 writing used by the
egyptians called hiehieraticratte and de-
motic these were modifications of

the original briefer not so cumber-
some and better adapter to the or-
dinary affairs of the public the
hiererotichl otle and demotic styles stood in
a similar relation to hieroglyphics
that handwritinghand writing does to printing
or type hieroglyphics were em-
ployedpi chiefly for official inscrip-
tions on monuments public or pri-
vate tombs religious formulas in
vocactions etc the other styles
were less artistic and were intro-
duced into the egyptian graphic
system about the commencement of
tiethe twenty sixth dynasty or the
sixth century B 0 and continued
in use until the third century A A
this was the last native form of
cursive writing in egypt the early
christians introduced the greek al-
phabet joined with a few characters
from the demotic see chambers

1883

the demotic form of writing was
employed by copyists merchants
and the common people of egypt
generally hence also called en
chorle meaning popular domestic
As this new mode of writing was in
use in gehis day it is probable
that it was the style used by him in
his writings and the system he
taught to his family also that it
was the style of characters upon the
brass plates and the handwritinghand writing
of all the scribes and public regis-
trars it is also likely that this popu-
lar graphic system was what is re-
ferred to as reformed egyptian 1

and the characters translated by the
prophet joseph smith from the
ancient plates this was essential-
ly the mode of writing brought
from the east by lehi and intro-
duced into america

the remark of moroni that the
characterscharac tere had been changed by the

writers is quite consistent
for as prof book of
mormon page note 2 a A
thousand years make great changeat
in languages not printed or pre-
served by books

A copy of a portion of ane char-
acters upon the plates was taken to
prof Aianthonathon of columbia college
N Y and was pronounced by him
to be egyptian showing that what-
ever changes the language might
have undergone itsite distinctive na-
tional nativity was recognized by
the professor

the eventful life of the patriarch
aehlehi closed in peace and without
a cloud to diminish his well earned
guerdon of honor and self respect

he passed on to hishie seat among the
nobles of the earth

to be continued
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