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exterminate those who ' practice it.
Would any member of this House, ac-
tuated by the commonest impulses of
hamanity, susceptible to ever so remote
a sentimentofcharity for the weaknesses
of his kind, feel justified in exterminat-
ing a fellowman because he violates and
defies the religion of his fathers? Has
the great Author fashioned all men of
like perceptions and possibilities?

I call the attention of the patrons of
this bill to the fact that we sit here
and vote money and protection fo the
useless, brutal, murderots savage, whose
highest instinet is bloodshed and plun-
der,and whose natural infidelity is only
equaled by ‘his imperviousness to the
influences of mercy,while they propose
withont so much as a scrap of indorse-
ment from the people, to vote away
their resources upon an idea which re-
aets only upon itselfand which cannot
long survive under the glare of this re.
formatory age. Abaih

But, sir, if we deliberately elect to
precipitate this . Mormon war, right or
wrong, let us reckon the require-
ments. We must seleet our bravest
men and put them in the front; men
who will fight well upon abstractions,
men who will fight for the lust of blood,
for the inspirations of patriotism, of
national faith, or even of politiesal liber-
ty, are all wanting. By the half-heart-
ed, intermittent method upon which
we kept the Semipoles at bay, and are
failing to keep the Apaches innecent
of SBaxon sealps, we shall never subju-
gate the Mormons, but may rather win
to them recruits and adherents from
all parts of the earth.

Mr, Speaker, this bill, with all due
respect to the GCommittee on the Terri-
tories, isas inoperative, as ill-considered,
a8 worthless for all practical purposesin
detail as it is generally unwise and pre-
mature., I Trupo&a to scan briefly a few
of ita provisions. Section three provides |
that there shall be appointed for each
judicial district of the Territory a deputy

ar an gasistant United States attorney. |

Bection four makes it the duty of the
district attorney of the Unifed States

attend in person or by deputy all the
district courts in the Territory, to prose-

<
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ritory where the probate courts have
criminal jurisdictien? ,

Mr. FrrcH, Yes, sir; they have juris-
diction up to a certain degree. be-
lieve in all the Territories they  have
ceriminal jurisdiction on all cases of mis-
demeanors, and 1 believe in a certain
class of felonies., But it is not the dut
of the United States district attorney to
t grumute criminal cases in the United

tates territorial district courts; thas
duty devolves vpon lgecal district attor-
?:ya elected by the people and paid by

em. - : '
-Now, sir, section seven of this bill
provides that the United States marshal
and clerk of the United Statescourtshall
| seleet the jury. It remowe this deli-
cate and responsible task from theusual
arbitrament of chance. It takes it from
the judge who might be unwilling to
ka a jury, even to convict a polygam-

15, and places in the hands of the
ministerial and exeeutive omficers of the
court: the dangerons and responsible

wer of selecting a jury to pass on the
ives and tghqlibart.g and property rights
of the people. Why not do away with
the farce of a jury draft and make the
marshal and the clerk the jury? The
result would be the same, and the pro-
cess legs troublesome and expensgive,

I doubt very much, sir, if under the
provisions of this bill a panel of thirty-
nine men for grand and petit jurors can
be obtained in Utah. Mormens are ex-
cluded from the jury, and the Gentiles
are not numerous. Section ten of this
bill provides that no person shall be
competent to serve either as grand or
petit jurors who believes in; advocates,
or practices bigamy, eongubinage, or
polygamy; and upou vhat fact appearing
by examination, on voir dine or other-
wise, such person shall not be permitted
to serve as a jurer. ; |

Webster defines conecubinage as the
act or practice of ameliorating the acer-
bities of bachelor. life without the
authority cof law or - legal marriage.
These are not the exact words of Webs-
ter. His definition is a little clearer,
but I prefer my form of expression.
Gentlemen who wish to be entirely
accurate can hunt up the antherity.

e

eufe all criminal indictments’ returned| Now, I doubt ifthirty-nine men could
to said courts. Section twenty-five takes | be found in Utah able to take such an
away the present criminal jurisdiction | oath. - Of course in;the Springfield dis-
of the probate or county courts, and gives | trict of Illinois there wounld be no diffi-
the United States district or territorial | culty in obtaining & jury under such
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take this vow of virtue. The omission
is significant, to say the least. Let me
call the attention of the House to the ab-
surdity of this thirtieth section. It pro-
poses to confiscate all Fmperty of all
persons convicted of polygamy for the
benefit of thelr wives.  Why, there is

Y | no property in, Utah save tnat which

depends upon the peace and prosperity
of the people. There are no accumula-
tions of wealth. There is no ccin to
any considerable extenf in the country,
Lands and flocks aud herds compose the
bulk of the Mormon possessions. Tet
there be sixly days of war, and all the
property left in Utah would not sell for
enough to furnish a week’s subsistence
to the women in Utah, '
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IMPROVEMENT IN BUSINESS,
WHAT DOES IT DEPEND?

ON

SUCH a lengthened period of stagnation
in trade as the one through which they
are now passinag has probably never
before been experienced by the people
of Utah since their settlement here, Af
the commencement of last fall, or about
harvest time, it was the expectation of
many that trade would brighten, as had
generally been the case before, but no
such revival took place, and during the
| winter mouths times have been daller
than usual. Now that Spring is close
npon us and Euﬂd and settled weather
may be look«d for, there is a pretty gen-

Oh, but this bill proposes that the | eral hope among all classes of artizans

| Beeretary shall appropriate or expend
the sum of $100,000 for the relief of the
forty thousand concubines to be taken
from their protectors—about two dol-
lars and a balf each! A munificent ap-
propriation! Enough, with economy,
to give them about threé days’ rations

that a busy time will soon set in. It
may not be amiss under such eiream-

| stances to epquire into the real eauses

of the depr-ssion in trade and the
contingencies upon whieh a revival
depends.

Thiaz dearth in business has  been

each! And, sir, what will you make of | #scribed by some to the inauguration of

these forty thousand women whom it

the co-o tive

system; they have said

is proposed by this bill to take from | that such a complete reveolution in the

| those who now support and protect
them? What position will they occupy?
| Which of you will open your doors to
them or invite them to sit by your fire~
sides or even labor in your Kkitchens?
The flimey barrier that protects them
from the very depth of gocial degrada-
tion is the fact that they are wives by
a custom existing in Ufah. I§ is a piti~
able position, but it is better than that
of their unhappy sisters whom necessity
rather than wvice has driven to the
streets of your cities and the wards of
your hospitals and prisons, Sir, this is
not the place to discuss that social evil
which keeps pace with thestately steps
of civilization, and bears alofs ila pu-
trescent glow by the side of her starlit
thway; neither is it the time fo legis-
ate for tﬁa.t smaller social evil which
excites our attention because it is the
| only vice which stains a cnmmunlt{
‘otherwise most virtuons, most peacefu
and exemplary. Take the children of
Utah and scatter them homeless and
hopeless waifs through the arteries of
our great cities; take the women of
{Iuh and place them in the splendid
dens thatline the thom;:ghfurea of Bos-
ton, New York, Philadelphia, Balti-

basis of trade would require time to get
into good working order, and thatin
the interim general dull times might
be looked for, Such a a:dppouitlun
would be more reasonable had the eco-
operative system being inaugurated in
all trades; but seeing that it has yet
been tried in secarczly anythmg ut
what is termed ‘““merchandizing,” it is
absurd to suppose that it has brought
about this result. The fact is, co-oper-
ation in the selling of goods instead of
being the cause of tight times has saved
this Territory from bankruptey and
the loss of credit. We nearly all re-
member the time when the amount of
imported goods sold by merchants here
was notabovea tenth of the amount
sold now, yet this fact did not, in those

eourts exclusive jurisdietion in ‘eriminal
cases. Mr. Speaker, I find on an exam-
ination of the statutes that the of
the United States distriet attorney for
the Territory of Utah is $500 per an-
num. Where can there be found a.
lawyer who will take such a position?
Where can there be found a competent
attorney who will agree to devote all his
time to practice in these courts, and pa;ﬁ
his traveling E:;penaea, and prosecute

eriminal cases for $500 per annum and a
doubtful amount of fees? |

These sections of the bill just cited ev-
idence to my mind the struggle betweén
reform and reduction which has been
going on in the minds of the members
of the Commiftee on the Territories.
The committee wished to be at onee vir-
tuous and economical. They conjectured
the' House might ‘possibly wink at a
public scandal, but would certainly
glare with pitiless eye upon a proposed
public expenditure, and so with that
same touching confidence and devotion
which inspired those who drop money
into the box for the heathen, feeling
that their duty is pérformed whether
the heathen ever a cent or not, the
committee provided for district attor-
neys and did nnfﬂ%)rnvide any compen-
sation for these district attorneys. -

If no gentlemen shall be fnyund wil-
ling to prosecute polygamists without
pay, and merely for the comfort and joy
of the transaction, if is not the fault of
“the committee. '

MRr. TAFFE. T should like to ask the
gentleman a question on that point. ¢

Mr, Frrcl,  Yes, sir,

Mr. TAFrFE. What are the salaries

patd to distriet attorneys in the Territo-

ries all over the United States? Is not
this salary higher (han usual?

Mr. FiToH. I understand that
office is one mainly of fees,

Mr. TA¥FE, Is not this hi
usuad?

Mr. FrreE. 1'will answer the gen-
tleman if he will: permit me. In the
Biatés the fees amount to a considerable
sum, - but no ‘such duties are imposed
npdn United States district
any other
. posed to be imposed by this bill

obliges them to attend to- all e
prosecutions in alltoe courts of the Ter-
vitory. Thegentleman,will ebservethat
this bill takes away the eriminal juris-
diction of every court in the Territory
except the United States courts.

Mr. STRICKLAND. Is there any Ter-

this

gher than

restrictions, though I fancy they would
thin the panal even there. But Utah
is a frontier community where men are
not subjeeted to whol e soecial re-
straints, and where, in this particular,
at least, even they are singularly desti-
tuteof ashining moral example.
Section fourteen of this act places po-
lygamy and concubinage upon a par
with murder, in that it deprives tHe
E:rties accused of these offences of the
nefit of the statute of limitations.
Permit me to place this law in working
harness, .that we may mark its opera-
tions and scan its harmonious ropor-
E:ma. A citizen of Springfield, Illinois,
therto wirtuous and respected, takes
up his march across deserf and moun-
tain toward the gohden land, and tarry-
inﬁ in the vicinity of Salt Lake City
falls in with an emigrant train, and be-
ing decoyed by the wiles of some sun-
bronzed and lqnaluiahing Delilah de-
parts from the path of rectitude. Years
roll by. It is a wild sally of his youth
perhaps repented and forgotten, or, i
may be fm‘%., _
ance.  But, behold! after all these years
complaint is made; a requisition issues;
he is taken before a jury selected by a
most_responsible Salt Lake clerk or
marshal, convicted of concubinage,and
the next we hear of him heis at hard
labor in a military m?‘ a ball and
chain attached to his ankles, suffering
the compunctions of an outraged con-
science and studying the mysteries of
that peculiarly, impartial ethieal code
known as theCullom bill—a bill. whose
| triumphs will be seen on the deserfed
site 'where ence flourished a deluded
and misguided people. '
1> Beection nineteen is belier than its pre-
{ decessor, for it compels all officers, ter-
ritorial or local, in entering upon their
duties to take an oath that they will
not hereafter practice bigamy, poly-
| gamy or congcubinage. Perhaps if such
a law had been in operation fifteen years
ago, one of the witnesses upon whose
musty testimony fhe commiitee seem

to have relied would not have remained.

Jong eneugh in Utah #o have acquired

| attorneys in } thaf information on the Mormon gues-
partol the country as are pro- | tion'of which he seems to have posséssed

» Which § himself. ,
riminal mond. 3

I allude /to Judge Drum-

.- 'Tém receivers o ba appointed under

gection thirty of this act, who are to take |

charge of, the gmgart of convicted
polygamists an ivide ifs proceeds
among the former wives, are the only
| official persons in Utah not required to

otten without the repent- |

more, and Washington; take the men
of Utah, return them to the Atlantic
States, and make them casual custom-
ers of those whom they now auPpnrt
and protect, and how much will Chris-
tianity have gained, how much will
gociety have been benefited, how much
will the honor and power of the nation
have been vindicated and strength-
| ened?

Mr, Bpeaker, I do not intend that my
position upon this matter shall be mis-
represented . to my constituents or to
the country. I regard polygamy as an
evil to be discouraged and a violation of
law which should be if
vented. I iimflg doubt the wisdom of
the means selected to achieve that result,
For the coercion and misrepresentation
and fraud with which the Mormons
have sometimes sought to carry out
| their purposes there will come ‘a day of
reckoning and repentance. For the
murderers of Mountain Meadow the
God of justice holds {in his hand some
terrible retribution.  But because of
crimes some of that people may have
committed in the past, nor yet hecauss
of their refusal to obey the laws we have
made for them alone, I am not willing
Ito plunge headlong into war. If there

be those upon this floor who desire to

confiscate the property of these outecasts,
| who consent to give their men to the
sword and their women to the bagnio,
and who are ready
proaches of atax-burdened and humane
people, they must proceed without my
help. I am not willing to loek upon
the ruin of the great road which forms
the keystone of the arch of the high-
way around the world. I .am not will-
ing to destroy .the channel through
which my people hope to receive the
life-currents . of empire. I count the
cost and I count the result, and I am
not willing to pay the price of reachin
that result., I will not vote for this bil
which will add millions to the debt and
thowusands to the muster-roll of the na-
tion’s dead, and in the name of a people
who have burdens enough to bear and
kindred enough (o mourn, I protest
against the passage of this most unwise
and ili-considered bill. I yield the re-
mainder of my time to the gentleman
from California,[ Mr, SARGENT, ]

s

INFORMATION = WANTED.—From or of
James Lewis, who emigrated to Ulah in
May, 1864, and when last heard from Wwas
living in Salt Lake city. Address Sarah
Lowis, Pisgah-square, wain, near
Abersychan, Monmouthshire, England.

ossible pre-

to meet ‘the just re-|J

times, affect trade in general atall inju-
riously. |

If the dull times so loudly complain.

ed of for the last few months were con-
fined to this Territory, the charge laid
by the unthinking few at the do r of
co-operation would seem to be more rea-
sonable; but thesame report comes from
all partes of the Union. And the secret
of it may no doubt be traced to the uan-
settled condition of the national carren-
cy. The oonstant talk about the resump-
tion of specie payments and the half
fear that the payments of debts eon-
tracted to-day in paper may in afew
mounths be enfo in specie helps to
restrict the business operations of the
country toa serious extent; and the pre-
gent policy of the Government in lock-
ing up scores of millions in gold and
greenbacks in the national treasury,
and thus circumseribing the circulation
of the currency, also has an injurious
effect. To these causes combined
may no doubt be ascribed the present
almost unprecedentedly dull times in
Utah, as well as other portions of the
country.

But the real secret of the matter here

can be traced to a very different cause,
and that is the changed relations be-
fween Utah and. the, markets of the
East—effected by .the completion of
the Pacific Railroad. The remedy is
in the hands of those who are now suf-
fering, that is the business classes, both
employers and employed. By the sav-
ing of time in transporting and the re-
duction of the cost of freight effected by
the completion of the railroad the wares
of the ‘carpenter, the tailor, the tinner
and of every other class of artizan ean
now be imported and sold for as little
in many instances,as was formerly paiti
for the raw material here. Such being
the case we may t the greaf ma-
ority of tradeamen to be out of work
most of their time; for while a door, for
instance, made better and of su rior
material can be imported and sold for
four or five dollars it is not to be expeet-
ed that those here in need of doors will
pay ten to eleven dollars for the home-
made article, It is the same with scores
of other things that might be mention-
ed, and the consequenee is that im-
provements of every kind are checked
and all classes suffer. ;

The same results are being experienc-
ed, in some branches of business on the
Pacific coast, Scores and hundreds of
artisans there who, a few months ago
were busy and in flouris circum-
stances, are now similarly situated te
the artisans of Utah. Time will inevi-
tably regulate these matters and joree
the necessary changes; but by taking

Time by the forelock much poverty
mn{ be averted and the advent of pros-
perily be greatly accelerated. If all
classes of producers will combine
and lower their prices so as to cempete
with Bastern made products, all will
gain by the operation, not Porhnpa in
the nominal value of their labor, or




