
act
inzinning through the shrubberyshrub lorylery and by
thetho light of their lantern they hawraw
the fierce beast spring up into a
tree and begin tearing the bark
with its claws

its a painter sure enough saideaid
goodwins neighbornelg bor

wed better start for the honsehouse
seeing aaas hoewehow we aint armed

4 and must igoI1 go home without my
boy how can I1 it will kill my
poorPOOr wife

fitsts the only thing left us there
the painterpainterss gogoinging away its use-
less to stand hereere any longer

the beast was heard moving off
and they turned sadly toward
home

on thetho followingfollowlug morning a large
coloacompanypany of men and boys neigh-
boring settlers were gathered with
their dogs and guns around good-
wins cabin door the news of
charleys disappearance and of a
panther in the neighborhood hadbad
spread like wildfire through the
settlement it was determined to
hunt the monster to the death

the excited party started at onceonce
divided into two compcompaniesaniess each
under an experienced hunter itwas thought by thisthia method thatthe panther would have fewer
chances of escaping and be brought
to bay with more dispatch than if
thetha hunters marched niniinilll11 in one
body

fanfarfrar up on the thehounds took the scent and dashed
lawawayawnyay followed by thetha hunters butaway to the left on another ridge
of the mountains was heardbeard thebay of the pack belonging to ttheheother division still thothe enthofarmsrm of the settlers waswag not cooledat noon the two parties met on the
other side of the mountain Aalightlight
lunch was eaten and then theythey flattedflattem on the hohomehomewardwarawaTa track
nothing had been seen of the pan-
ther

on the warner aldeside of the meunmeanmoun-
tain late in the afternoon the
hounds of one of the parties made
a great outcry it was in a swamp
not far from the goodwin paatrue
the men hhurried to thetb e spott Jjump-
ing

um p
stones and bushes and thetho

trunks of fallen trees in their hastethey met the dogs coming back
two of them had bloody muzzlesirslra
and bore hideoushideomi wounds on the bo-
dies

thelithe dogs havehate had holdbold of some-
thing and something hnshaa hold of
them said one of the
ly oltgitoititsoitaa a panthersmantheiapanpantherlistheia work I1 know
the mark of their claws 11

the hunters went through theth 0
swamp cautiously thetho dogs would
not gog back again loNO10 tracetruce of thepanther waswaa found disappointed
andanal weary they proceeded down
thetha mountain toward the settle-ment

what is thatthataskedasked one of the
men suddenly

A sound like that of some one
shouting was plainly heardheard they
all stopped to listen the shout
was repeated and was not far oincirits my boyboyl itsita cbcharleys voiced
cried goodwingood win he must be alive 111

and hobe rushed in the direction of the
80soundboundund
atheaf the foot of thothe hill before

spoken of in goodwins pasture
there was a large ledge of rocks to-ward that the party hastened

charley where are you
shouted the pioneer

here I1 am replied the little fel
low downown here in the rock I1cant get up

several of the party hadhid already
mounted the ledge and they now
saw what was the matter therewas a crevice or crack running9through the rarockck from top to bot-tom all the way from a foot to afoot abdand a half in width anto this
fissureassure the boy had failenfallen and as
the sides were steep and smooth hahe
could not possibly climb out Ahazel withe was cutscut and oronee endgiven him and he was speedily
drawn to tho surface

how came you in there charl-ay asked his father
t fell inID 11 1answered the boy 61IwaswmsWas out there under that maplemapie

when the panther jumped onto
tige I1 ran to the top of this rock
and stumbling fell down in there
the panther came several times and
tried to reach me but hohe
ob im so tired and hungryhunhuugryll7

well beatbent home soonboon ar baidsaid hisfnatherfatherather your mother will be look-
ing for you

they hastened toward thothe cabin
with cairer footstepfootsteps and soon met
the othe r party who were returning
from a fruitless searchbearch for boy or
panther just then the report of agun was heard at the settlement

what does that meaumean asked a
brawny pioneer

dont know answeredanawcredered good

cSomsomethingething must be the matter
the party hastened their steps to

a run
at the close of the long afternoon

dolly goodwin a girl of about six-
teen had gone out to do the milk-
ing the cows had not been turn-
ed to the pasture that day but hadbad
been kept inanin an enclosure near the
barn shutshub in by a stone wall eight
feet high

her mother had objected to dol
lys doing this father will be at
home soon 11 she said 1I and there
will babe timetine enough then

but dolly who was a bubybusy little
body insiInslinsistedsted clifif you are afraid
faforr Jmee I1 will take my gun you
wont have to worry then the
cows really ought to be milked for
its almost dark besides brindle
and loo like me

the girl took down a small pret-
ty musket from its place over the
deer antler it waswag her own pur-
chasedob asedabed the year before from her own
asavingsav

tbthee yard seemed a safe cozy
piePIPplacece and dolly felt like smiling at
her mothers fears aaas she sateat down
on a stool and began milking onsona of
the gentle mild eyed animals that
were complacently chewing their
ends she has one of the pallspails
about filled when thorothere was a sud
den disturbance among the horned
inmates of the inclosure

dolly rose trto her feet and gazed
around gragrasping7 her musket in both
hands wowe caneancan aeease how shebheah 3 looked

a thin slip of a girl with baretare feet
and ankles a gown of linseylinecy
wo siessley her gingham bonnet
thrown back from her carisearls andandl
hanging to her neck by its fastened
strings the red in her cheekschecks and
the flash in her eye made her look
very charming

her quick eyoeye moneoon caught a
glance of a lithe cateatcatlikeilkelike animal
creeping stealthily along the high
stone wall its glaring eyesese9 the loglong
undulating tailtall and the tawny col
ored hide told well enough the cha-
racter of the intruder she knew it
was a panther

dollysdallys heart roseYose into her throat
and for a moment aaas ehoehe said after-
ward shesho thought she should run
as poor brindleBrin had done butbutchoshashe
was a pioneer glbirj strong and heal-
thy and her nerves were soon under
control shebhe raised her weapon to
her shoulder and leveled it ruilfall at
the tawny breast of the crouchingcrouchihg
panther

her aim was taken instantly bheshe
saw the greenish eyes glitter and
the long tail lash the wall excitedly
the next moment the savage beast
sprang toward her at thothe samneearne
moment her finger pressed the trig-
ger

she know no more until she hoardboard
the baying of the houndsbounds and the
loud cries of the returning hunters
her father opened the heavy wooden
gate and came in where she was
leaning half fainting against the
wall

1I am all right now father said
dolly in reply to hia anxious inter-
rogationio bulbut I1 was kinkindd of sick
like a while ago

she still looked very pale
the girl has beat thothe hhullhuli11ll of us

crcrieded a rough pioneer its the
very beast we were arter see
theres the marks of the
teeth well its saved us a journey
tomorrowto morrow thata a comfort but
you beat the dickens dolly you
do

they all crowded around offering
congratulations and for weeks after-
ward her exploit was the talk of the
neighborhood

tho panther proved on memeasure-
ment

asurenEure
to bobe one of the largest of its

kind lacking only an inch of being
bevenseven feet in length including its
talitall the state bounty was forty
dollars this sum with whathabshebheshe
realizedr from itsita skinshin made dolly
ayquite a rich young lady for those
times harpers young people

TRUE FAITHfalth one day a kakaffarM r
girl in south africa went to a mis
siona dropped four sixpences
into his hand saying this is
your money you dont oweorve me
anything replied the teacher 11 1I
do she answered andfland I1 will tellteli
youyon how at the public examina-
tion you promised a sixpence to any
one in the claes I1 was in who would
write the beat specimen on a slate
I1 gave in my abisteslatesteate and got the six-
pence but you did not know then
that another person wrote that epeope
almen fermeoeyfey me yesterday you were
reading in lleiho church about zaezac
chaus who saidenid if I1 have takentaken
anything from any man by false
accusation I1 restore iliinhim fourfold I1
took from you one sizbizsixpencepenceVence andrind I1
bringpring youyon back four j
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