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LOCAL AND OTHER MATTERS.

THE CRADLE OF CIVILIZATION,

Reference bas been made formerly
o ibere columps to Dr. Augustoe Le
Plongeoc’s exoceedirgly interestipg
work Qneen Moo snd tbe Egypliso

Bpbinx. Tbe volume 1s the rerult of
diligent study. of the notjquities of
Yucatan and much reeesrch on tbe
vasl fleld of arcl g8 logy. Tre learped
autbor traces the oflgin of tbe an-
olent eivilizations of Eyypt, Chaldes
and India baok to Central America,
whete 1he Muys emplre once fI nr-
fshed. He furnlshes proots, by por-
traits carved In etome, that there
was communiostjon belwesn west-
ern  Aria  and lbe A merican
continent al least RB eariy
se ive bundred years before the birth
of Chrirt, and gives tbe Maya verslon
of the cestruction of Lbe iand of Mo,
FPiato’s Atlantis.

Every obspter of tbe book has s
faecipating loterest fo all who seek
knowledge abount (he remote pasi
wbich is velled io mystery. For io-
stapce, Dr, Ploogeon proporee & Very
plauvsible anpwer to the pnzzliog ques-
“Uon of the orlgin snd meaning
of the peme the Acsialle peo-
pie glve t. that country. Thbe
Hebtews called 1t M zralm, anu
tbe Aeryriana Muzur, snd so on,
forms of romwe wnru of which the let-
tere M, Z ppo R farm the rauicals,
Nore Lz ve bitherto been sb'eto fina
the etymology of tbe word, put Dr,
Plopgeon rnye with confidence that it
ol Amenoso ¢rigin, In the Mays
language, hs weye, the origin
of the word 18 found sod mesbe '1o
uproot trees,” » name wppropriale fo
Egypt, where the trees hava been
cleared ¢ff by rhe joundsatiops of the

Nite, carrylog debris all over tLhe
coublry.

Bpeskinz of the relsllonship he-
(weev Lhe Mave lapguege and
e Obaldean, Dr. Plougeon flode
tracen of the furmer even fn the

sagred literalore of the Hebrews. He
#aye tbal Irom the time tbe Bem!tie
tribes enstabitehed themsslvea ip Ar-
eyria, the anctent tankue was forgotlen
and beesme the property of the
Jearned claeees nlmnst exclusively, ae
Latin wasinlhe West tn the middle
ages, lo tbe seventb century B, C.,
Asorbanipsl tried lo revive it anpa
ordered coples of Lbe old treatises Lo be
madesnd alsodn Assyilan translation,
It eeems, however, tbat later even
the ‘“wise men” bad forgoiten the
languege. Thus, when al Lbe bar goet
of Belshazzar, a myelerious writing
wae diecovered on the wall, only Dap-
lel couid ioterprele 1t, Iu bas gener-
ally been fnppoeted that these worda
were Cbaldean, bot Dr, Plongeon se-
-8ertp Lhat they are pure Maya, baving
the mesniog tbat Daniel pives (o
them. Inthe anclent American dis-
lect the worde would be: ©Manel,
Mane, tec, uppsh,’” und are thue ex-
platned;: "Manel,?’ tbou art past, or
flolsbed; “mane,” thou art beogbt, or
welybev; “'teo,” light, ool ponderons,
sad “uppab,’? thos wlit be broken in
Lwr,

Io the same way, lbe suthor flade
o tbe dying worde of our Bavior, a

senteuce in the old Ameriosn lan-
gunge, In the Gospel it is rendereq:
“Fli, Elf, lamab sabacbtbani,” which
nooe of thuee stANnJIDZ nesr the orose
+eeme Lo have undersiood, Dr. Plon-
geon saye it i Maya and writes
tbhue: ““Hele, Hele, lamab zabag ta nj,*?
of wuich tbe lnterpretation is; “Now,
oow, 1 am Jalnting; darkness ¢.vers
my face,” equlvaleut Lo tbe dyiog
worde rec:reed by Jobn: It js
fiatsbed,.”?

Dr. Ploogeon does oot profess to
present theorles but aims al pinoing
aneient Amerjca In the bistorical rank
tout belonge to this ciutinent. Hie
lubers ino thie diregtion must be con-
sljered epoch:mukings He bas cer:
lsinly toroeu the key to tbe gates of
anowledyge, and wben tbhe vast flelu
beyond sball nuve been suffipirntly ex-
plores to Juroleb a safe foundation for
treores, it ie probsble that much of
tbal which now is stemped as eolentific
ltgl will be koown io another Light,
und thet much” mystery will remsino
0 no looger. We beheve thal boelb
Biblieal history snd Bovk of Mormoo
bletory will recelvs new gorrob .rative
uvidence, perbaps pol enmough to
convince thosee woo pre’er to uonbt,
buc suffivient to etdl] mure atrenvtowen
ine fsith of wvellevers sod to reude:
“sgpnorticism?® witnont excuse., To
Latrer-day 8Bulnots Dr. Ploogrono’s
srck @ Joglonl Iabore are especislhiy
gratnylog, because (hey eeem, so Ial,
io be to the Book of Mormou wod 1o
tbe revelalious by the tounaer of Lhe
Cuurch, woat tbe ¢ff .1te of E yptol-
oglsis vy Aesyriolouiele bave bsen to
all bellevers in tbe bistory apd doc-
tines uf the Bible,

A CHRONICLE ERROR.

‘Thureday’s Ban Francieco Chroni-
cle, 1: an editorial oo President Mc-
Kinley and the Utah Jubllee, dwells
on the fact that the cbief magleirate

vl Lbe pation, for ble own sake an well
38 ke gouvd of the people, coght to be.
cowe tamiliar wl b every part of tue
couully over the destisjes of wnich
be bes been chosen 1o preside, by
visiting each grealeeotioo of the lsou,
north, south, esst and wesl, and aude,
#1to regard to Mr. MeKinley:

He hae never grossed the plaines and
the Rookies, nor atudled the resources
and needs of Lbe conat. With all due re-
spect 10 bim it is time he bad. There ia
something more of Lbe Repoblic than
can be found in two daye' journey trom
Washington, yet one might think other-
wise from the indifference of nearly all
our Presidents to the weatern states,

Tne Chbronicle fa rightin ss¥ing that
A oblef magistrate sbould visil each
muin seciion of the country, in order
to become famillar with its penple and
tbeir nveds, Bat it is ip error 1o ray.
10g Lbat the present oocupant of tue
White Hovee **han never oroesed the
plaine acd the Rickles.”” President
MeKinley bas done botb. True he
wae npol 60 promiuvent then a8 now;
but be bad been In Concress, thougb
be wae oot at the 1ime referreg to, it
being & “Democratic year.”” HRun,
Wm. McoKioley, Bnow Presjdent,

viejted Tiah oo a weastern LIIp, re-
msained io Balt Lake City severa}
days, being the gaest of Wm. L.
Plokard, Esq., of this city, and dor-
fuyg bis stay be munifested muoh jn.
terert in the reronrves and develpp-
ment nt thie pert of the counfry ut
lesgt. So the Presivent is not alte-
vether witbout informatlon en Lhe
West from personal ohservation; but
another viait afler a lapes of seven or
elpbt years would be of advantags 1o
ntm aod to the people, and certain]y
eaph greet nateral divislon of the
country bas an ¢qual clsim on Lhe
peraonal atlendange of the Preatdent
al its nolable events euch as the Ten-
nepses orntennisl, the Utsb Jobilees,
and the Omaba Traosmisiissippl ex-
position.

CITY 12X LEVY.

The flpance commitee of the City
Couneil appears in pretty gosd formy
tbis year on the recommeandation for
the oity tax levy for 1897, Lt year

ttie OQouneil bad to take the matter np
o » speglal meetiog, the cuommitiea
mnking ws precommendation. There
wag & propoeition to increase the tax
rete to nloe mills, but tue Cruocil re-
jected 1t, makloy it eeven mills,. This
year the filoince vommittee flzures
thet the peven mills will oot only ue
sufficisut to meet the go 1eral expenseg
of the olty for Lhe oext year, but alsg
will include a one-third mbl tsx (g
devote to & public llbrary. Hence
there will be no lncrease fu oLy toxes
this year, notwithsianding = lalliug
oft in \be aseeesed valuation of prop.
¢eNy.

Upvn the showing Frerented by the
figuree,'he precent Council exbhibllsan
improvement ia busitess ndmivletra.
tjun from that of the few years im.
medintely preceding, in the way of
econnmy ot least, Ia the present
C-oocll tbere are members with ¥ary
objectincable idess, from the taxpay-
ere’ slapdpoint, on tbe handilug of
monicipal tinancer; but by coosider.
abte watching apl alirring, and ocoa-
glonal **kicklng,’! on the purt of albers
a majirity bes been brought Logether
fur preventlog LChoee iJeus hein
carrlrd into effect. It Is fortber to
tbe credit of the present Council that,
whereas tbey bad a load of $75,000 oy
more to ciear up from the debts of the
previouh adminietration, Ikat bas been
dtepoeed of, and according to the
eftimate uow made the vext sdmijp-
futration will start out with a balance
0! oach oo band if continnel care g
exerolsed.

There {2 no donbt bnt.tbat & perfegt
sdminletration woeuld have heen atijl
.m"Pe teroomical, tbul exiravapganpce
bes oot veen ellminated entirely; thay
anms redoctions agreed Dpon early jp
1898 buve nol been mnade. But gons
sidering the warring i 1teresta that bave
appesred, and ‘the magy aod slroog
attempts to mulet toe city io large
amounts through contracts and other-
wise, the majority of tbe Quuncli de-
serves much credit for what it bas ace-
comoplished in tbia line. Whbile the
NEwWS bas had cooservative critioiem
for tie Conacil when it felt that pob-
Ilic interests requlred, especially lu the
direction ol thoee members BnDot jn-
clined {o strict problty and economy,

It also feels to commend freely Lhe



