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; hold meeting in the evening
fl‘::l:gAt:derson went up and asl_ted‘she
minister to announce it, but he said, “no
sir. I know too much of those people, ™
so'he announced it himsell. After meet
ing we went up and asked the minister
what he knew of us, bulJ he was very
busy just then. *Weil,’? said Elder
Richardson, ‘‘tell your congregation
what you know of Us, as we are here to
answer to the same.” Said the minister
“By the way, 1 have got a few questions
to ask you. What do you mean by this
eleventh article. **We claim the privilege
of worshipiog Almighty God according
to the dictates of our conscience, and
allow all men the pame privilege, let
them worship how _where or what they
may.” Of course it was answered to
his shatis[action and 1 thiokto his sorrow.
Then he wanted to koow what about the
eighth article. ‘‘We believe the Bible
to he the word of God as far asitis
lranslated correctly. We also believe
the Book of Mormon to be the word of
God.»* sajd he, 'Idon’t believe that
Book of Mormon,” Elder Richardson
asked il he had read it ¢'Yessir,” said
he, ““part of i® ‘‘Why do you oot be-
lig'\;e 117" ““There are so many contra-
dictipns in it.” He was then ask.ed to
Quote a passage- “*Oh" said he, *I did
oot memorize it '_‘Well then tell w!']at
it treats upon?”? Said he, “I would like
10 talk with you people butl haven’t
time.”? So we went home and we were
leit without an answer &s usual. In the
evening we WEre warned pot to hold
meeting as they were going to break it
up. But we went on the same asit we
took no note of 1he warning. When we
were singing our first hymn there was a
whoop or so out side, and while I was
Speaking there was some hallowing go-
ing on and the doot was Kicked open
a number of times. After Elder Rich.
ardson had been speaking a short time
it was very quiel aod they all came into
the house. The remainder of l.h_e meet-
ing was very quiet.  Alter meeting was
over we went around, shook hands with
ail, and they seemed to be very well
pleased. Some wanted to know why we
didp’t preach a Mormon sermon. I told
them that was just what they hdd heard,
and they were very much sutprised, also
pleased that they had come. So we
gained a great many friends and went
home with Rev, Anderson unmolested.

We have met quite a number of simi-
lar cases, but nothing very serious has
happened as yet, of course we have a
great many houses refused us and some
people that will not talk to us.

We have traveled through the greater
patt ot Huntingdon county and are now
visiting Saints in some of the other
counties. We arrived in Buck Valley,
Fulion county, Pennsylvania, December
4th, and found a very nice pen‘ple here,
who are striving to live lives of Latter-
day Saints. But ol course they have
mapy draw backs to what we do in the
west: they have no bouse built as yet to
bold service in, but are living in faith
that they may have one some day. They
are just getting the hymn books and we

ave asinging praclice wherevet we go.

The following are the post office ad-
dresses of the Elders laboring in the
Pennsylvania conference.

President Cornelius Richardson and
D. P, Thomas, Huntingdon, Hunting-
don County, Pennsylvania.

William Hill and Andrew Peterson,
Carliste, Cumberland county, Penn-
sylvania. : =

George W. Parrish and Walter P.
Rich, Danville, Montour county, Penn-
sylvania.

Joshua M Selly and John R, Craw-
tord, Emporium, Cameron county,
Pennsyivania.

J. Y. Barlow and Mahonri M. Decker,
Butler, Butler county, Pennsylvanla,

Johnson Hendershot and Cecil Barn-
hart, Buck Valley, Fulton county, Penn-

sylvania,
D. P. THOMAS

MIDDLE TENNESSEE CONFERENCE.

ALTAMONT, Tenn. Dec. 24th, 1896.

In the latter part of January last Elder

.M. Brown and mysell were assigned
the county of Lawtence in which to
make a house-to-house canvass, to leave
each family some literature, converse
with the people upon the plao of life and
salvation, and hold meetings whenever
and wherever opportunity presented
teelt,

We began this {abor, but only tliree
weeks had elapsed when my companion
was compelled to return to Nashville
owing to his suffering from chiiis and
fever. Elder ]J. H. Yardley then came
to assist me in this work. We were
successful in holding quite a number of
meetings and allaying much prejudice
heretolore existing toward our people.

Lawrence county joins Lewis couaty,
the one im which Elders Gibbs and
Berry were assassinated; but as the peo-
ple are heartily ashamed of so gross a
crime as the one in question, you hear
very litle sald about it and then only
wheu they are questioned concerning
the matter, Belore leaving Lawrence
county, we succeeded 1n agding five to
the list of members there, and organiz-
ing a Sunday school.

May 21st, 1 wasrequested to report at
the office, and there remained the
balance of the month as also the greater
portion of June.

At conference held June 27th 28th and
29th, my name was placed on the re-
visiling {ist with Elder §. C. Barrell as
companion, and we were given the
counties of Grundy, Bledsoe, Sequatchie,
and Marion in which to labor,

Qur nearest point being some two
hundred miles the route we took, and
patronizibg as we did the grip and
umhrella railroad, we were some time
in reaching our destination. However,
we lost no time in commencing the work
on our arrival, and were successful in
procuring places in which to hold ser-
vices as well as having a good hearing

August 5th, found Elder Young, our
president, and Elder W. J. Sloan with
us in Grundy county; and during their
stay, two applications were made lor
baptism which was duly attended to. A
meeting was held at a summer resort
known as Beersheba springs. This
furnished an excellent opportunity of
getting before some ot the leading men
of the state who had come here to rusti-
cate during the warmer months and who
would have been difficult to approach if
they had been visited at home. Mt
Nelson, who Is managing the large hotel,
kindly entertained us free of charge,
upon learning our method of traveling,
and informed us that any time we felt
disposed tocall on him we would be
welcome.

On the 1gth, our worthy president and
companion bade us good-hye, leaving
us much fogd for reflection in the many:

words of reproof, and encouragement
administered while with us.

Since that time our ‘labors have been
principally in two counties where, by
the blessing of the Lord we have heen
enabled to surmount many obstacles by
way of tearing down prejudice and
spreading Gospel sceds in places here-
tofote forbidden ground to Mormon
Elders. Recently we have had the
pleasure of baptizing miue mote, to all
appearance good honest hearted souls
into the {old ot Christ .

Owing 1o the mountainous counties
being colder than those situaled in
lower altitudes we are advised to change
fields for the present—a thing weare
verv loth to do as we have many kind
friends as also investigators living here
who for unstinted hospilality and gener-
ous treatment of Mormon Elders, are
only equalled by the broad-minded class
of people living in the sunny south.

From here we go into Coflee county
where [ am to remain in company with
Elder W. J. Sloan while Elder Barreli
goes to Rutherford county with Elder
Larson. R. G. ARCHIBALD.

ST. JOSEPH STAKE CONFERENCE.

THATCHER, Urahem cgounty, Arlz,
Deo. 18, 1896.—The quaneriy canfer-
enge of the Bt, Joseph Btake oon vened
in Pjms, Arlzona, December 13ib and
14th, 1896, SBtake Coumnsefor Willlam
D. Joh neonpreslding, Patriaroh Phile.
man C. Merrill and members of the
High Council were present. It waa
very much regreited that our Btate
President could nos mest with us. He
was &t home dangerourly siok, but we
are happy to etate that he e mach bel-
ler at the present time, and it ls hoped
that by the bleesing of the Lisrd, to re-
sponee to the prayers and faith of lbe
Balote, be will recover, notwllhstand-
Jag his advanced age.

The Bishope of the varlous Waras re-
ported thelt wards temporarlly and
apirituslly. Bome were golog baok,
while others were nlive to their calling
and were doing a goud work. Bu little
slobnese wae reported in out midst,

Pstriarch P, C. Merrlll bore etrong
testimony of the divine miselon of the
Prophet Joseph Bmith; told of the
travels and persecutlons nf the Baiats
until the Baints came to tbe Roaky
mountains.

Eider Becismin Qlnff reported the
High Priests as being io & fsir condl-
tlon; exhorted the people to tustsin the
suthority tle Lord had established jn
His Churoh.

Elder Joveph K. Rogers gave soms
ol his experlence In tbhe early seltling
of Uiab, and in thils part of the couns

Iy,

i‘lderﬂenry Boyle gave » rich dis-
course upou the first principles of the
Goapel.

Eider George Clufl spoke on the
duties of Beventies and their wiselon-
#Iy work; exborted them (o prepars
themeelvern for missionary work and to
keep themsulves fTee {Tom jndebtedness
and bhondage.

Elder Jobnson spoke upon the
duties of the Halnte. He wae pleased
wilh the apirit of the oonference and
thesabjeots dwelilopou by thejepeakere,

The excellent singipng rendered by
the Thatoher ohoir, under the Jeaders
stlp of Prof. Edwin W, Cuartie, belpsed
to glve life and make our confersnce &
sucoess, F. W. Moop¥Y, Clerk,
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