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their tradition clearly pointepoints to
their origin that their fathers
came from this land and peopled
the islands of the pacific 04oceanean
their traditions their customs
everything in fact connected with
them indicates and leaves no room
to doubt that the polynesian nations
are descendants of the house of
israel many of the laws of moses
were observed among them when
theythem were found by the whites
laws which have come down
through numberless generationsfrom
the days of witth it prophet and no
one who I1is not completely preju-
diced and darkened through unbe-
lief can doubt the common origin of
the polynesian natnationsioner with the in-
habitants of this laudland the indians
of north america and there is
this peculiarity about them every
one of them is a natural latter day
saint I1 never yet knew a native
with whom I1 could CODconverseverse for any
length of time but what awauld ad-
mit that the doctrines we believed
in and taught were of god andandinin
every instance nearly where access
could be obtained to them they
were ready for baptism however
there are other influences at work
amongamon bentilethem as there are among
the gentile races but they
are a people ready to believe
the gospel antiand render obe-
dience to it and there is this pecu-
liarity about them that is not about
our race when they become con-
vinced of the truth if they commit
sinin and have to be excommunicated
from the church I1 never knowknew them
to become an enemy to the work and
to be bitter in their feelings against
it with our race it is different
when gentiles turn away from the
truth when they commit sin after
receiving the truth and the light it
seems as though the adversary has
great power over them and they be-
come bitter enemies to the work of
god and to the servants of god I1
navehave no doubt this is the case with
the maorislaoris of new zealand as well
03 the Hawaiihawaiiansans of the sandwich
islands although I1 have not in-
quiredaired as to it but I1 believe this of
tthoseose people and it certainly is the
case with the people of our own
land go where you will anionamong
the indian tribes as elders of ththisa
church and have access to them
and converse with them in their
own tongue speaking their language
perfectly as every elder ought
to do who carries the gospel
to any foreign nation for
he shoushouldantd seek by the power of god
to obtain the gift of tongues to en-
able him to speak clearly and to the
understanding of the people he is
sent to labor amongst andaad if hebe
does this among the indian tribes
the same results will follow his la-
bors among that people as among
the polynesian races and the sand-
wich islanders and it is a re-
markable peculiarity that wherever
the elders of this church go car-
rying the gospel among the des-
cendantsts of the house of israel they
hadand friends they fludfind those who
are ready to do every thing for them
they can to receive them just as
the seelseed of israel scattered among
the nations has done when the
elders firstarst went to great britain

there was a certain clawclass of the
english people who were ready to
open their doors to entertain them
and do all they could furfor them to
prosecute their ministerial labors
all such were natural latter day
saints it seemed to them when
they heardbeard the gospel first usas though
it was something they had almost
known but which had faded from
their memory it was as natural
for them to believe the gospel as it
was for them to believe anything
they knew absolutely this was the
case throughout great britain and
ireland and it has been the case
throughout the scandinavian na-
tions it has been the case among
the germanic races that have heard
the preaching of the gospel by our
elders it has been the case in
every land andad among every peo-
ple wherever the elders of thisfthurchchurch have gone carrying this
message of life and salvation this
gospel of the sonbon of god they have
been recognized as gentiles but
their readiness to receive the gospel
when it saluted their ears
newness of the fact that they are of israel

this as I1 have said has been pe
culi arly among the polynesian
rawsraces it has been the easecase and is
the casecame today throughout all the
indian tribes a natural affinity ex-
isting between them and us and
hence the great jealousy that has
arisen in the minus of many people
concerning our designs among the
indians we have beenbeen accused of
entering into secret compacts with
them and of having base designs
against the government and peo-
ple of the united states because of
the friendliness of the indians to
us whilowhile the fact is we have
been all the day long laboring with
the indians to live at peace one
with another and bury the hatchet
and not only do it with regard to
their own nation to have peace
between the tribes but to dwell at
peace with the white kanand not to
shed blood teaching them that this
is a great sin and that they should
cease that practice and live friendly
with all men but as I1 have said
the very fact that we have been
able to succeed in doing such things
with the indian tribes has been
seized upon by our enemies and
construed into evidence that there
was some secret understanding be-
tween them and us some improper
compact and that we are only
busineusine them to acco certain
ends antagonistic to the people of
the united states or the people out-
side of our own community

all this can be accounted for by
reading the record which god has
given unto us in this record in
many places besides what I1 have
read to youit is clearly set forth
that these results would follow the
trans of this record into our
languagelanguagb and it undoubtedly is
the case wherever the elders of
this church go bearintbearing this message
and they find those 0of the house of
israel they find a people prepared
to receive the gospel their hearts
are open to receive the testimony of
the servants of god they openoen
their houses and bid them welcome
to their abodes they feed and clothe
those elders who tra without

purse or scrip antiand by this the lord
said in the early revelations you
can know my disciples they are
his disciples who did this riohis cho-
sen people his elect who are to be
gathered from the four quarters of
the earth as we are told in the
scriptures and such people our el-
ders have found wherever they have
gone but it seems at the
present time as though the
work among the lentilgentiles was rapid-
ly drawing to a close reports from
elders tell us of states that have to
be withdrawn from the elders
cannot find any who are willing to
listen to their message they give

the numnumberberofof nights
they steepsleep out of doors a thing that
elders who traveled in former days
did not have to endure but nowDOW it
is a common occurrence for elders
to sleep without any covering in
fields or under fences or wherever
theyhey can find shelter while carry-
ing the gospel of salvationion and
laboring purely for the salvation of
their fellow man I1 heard of one
elder who reported that he had a
large and respectablerespect ablo congregation
the congregation consisted of one
large black man which was the
large part of the and
the respectable part was the ciderelder
himself they have traveled and
are traveling and laboring dili-
gently to carry the gospel to the
people but doors are closed against
them and peoplespeopled hearts are har-
dened formerly it was not an un
heardbeard of thing to baptize scores and
hundreds where now not one toIs
baptized inissit is a mouthingcomcommon for
elders returning from the states
and from great britain where the
gospel has been long preached to
report having baptized not more
than halfbait a dozen adult person sand
if they baptize twenty it is reregardedadded
as a great work in the same lengthlength
of time in former years hundreds
were baptized groups of people in
one locality have been known to re-
ceive the gospel and the elders
would baptize on the right and on
the left until they would number
hundreds and they would be gath-
ered out I1 can recall many such
localities in the united states and
no doubt you can when the gos-
pel was heralded therether thereethere seemed
to be whole neighborhoods of people
all ready to receive it and after they
withdrew thernathemselveselves and gathered
out to cast their lot with the people
of godgoa it seemed there was no room
in the minds of those who remained
to receive any more of the testi-
monies of the servants of god asaa
though they had gathered outevery
thing that could debe gathered and
that there was no disposition on the
part of those who remained to pay anyally
regard whatever to the testimonies
of the servants of god this is true
to a great extent also as to great
britain the elders write of the
hardheartedhard hearted nessnesa of the people and
of the indifference about testimonies
borne to them their disinclination
to investigate or in any manner
showhow a willingwillingnessDem to receive the

word of god not only indifference
about receiving it but indifference
concerning itsite investigation their
hearts seemingly becoming
tn


