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A DISCOURSE
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Dec. 29, 1872

REPORTED BY DAVID W. EVANS,

WE are, this afternoon, commemorating
acoording te our usuval custom, one of the
most important events that has ever tran-
spired in our world, and one which most
concerns the whole human family, namely
the death and sufferings of the Liora Jesus
Christ for the redemption of the human
family. No other event can be compared
with this in its importance, and in its bear-
ings upon tae human family. Everything
else is but of a secondary consideration,
when compared with the atomement that
has been wrought out in bebalf of man by
the great Redeemer, yet, strange to say,
there are those in the Christian world, so
called, who profess to believe in Christian-
ity and vet deny the efficicacy of the aton-
ing blood that was shed by our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ, More especially has
this been the case for a few years past, I
suppose there sre many thousands who
deny this now, where there were but few at
the time of the rise of this church. ‘I'bis
has arisen, probably, from the multiplica-
tion of spiritual influaences, which now
prevail to a very great extent in the Chris-
tian world—influences that are evil, revs
elations, false visions, spirit rappings and
mediums, Almost without exception
these false spirits have taughi those who
have listened to them, that there is mno
efficacy in the Atonement.

There is no subject more fully developed
and made manifest to the children of men
in modern revelation than that of the
atonement, Much is said in relation to
other doctrines, all of which have a bear-
ing on the atonement, that lying at the
foundation of the whole. If the evil one
can prevail over the human family so as to
get them to deny this fundamental doc-
trine, he knows that Lhey are safe, so far as
serving him and failing of their salvation
are concerned, If they can only be
wrought upon and deluded so as to disbe-
lieve in the doctrine of the atonement, it
does not maliter to Satan what else they
may believe, It is not my intention, how-
ever, this afternoon, unless 80 led by the
Epir{t. of the Lord, dwell much on this
subject. It isone that has been so thorough.-
ly taught to the Latter-day BSaints, that I
esteem it almost unnecessary to repeat that
with whih they are so familiar. By par-
taking of the ordinance of the Lord’s Sup-
per every Sabbath day, we commemorate
that great event, 1f we do mot preach so
much about it by word of mouth we cer-
tainly fulfil the commandment which God
has &ivun requiring us to remember unto
the Father the crucified body and shed
blood of his Son, without which there
would have been no remission of sin, and
no redemption, and mankind would bave
remained in their fallen state. No light
could have penetrated the hearts of the
children of men, and there would have
been no resurrection, no exaltation in the
kingdom of God without the atonement,
When we speak of total depravity, it has
reference to certain conditione, Man is
not totally depraved mnow, and the reason
is, there has been an atonement; but do
away that, as many do, and total depravity
would reign, and men would live and die
totally degraded beings. All the light that
has come into the world, and that lights
every man that comes into the world, has
come by reason of the atonement. 1t is an
eventthat allChristian societies commemor-
atemore or less,orat leastthey did in former
times, They are getting more lax now
gince the devil and his angels have given so
many revelations against the atonement,

The Roman Catholics, about 532 years
after Christ, st apart a day called Christ-
mas, which they no doubt believed at that
time was the day of the birth of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ. The reason why
they set apart Christmas and have kept up
its commemoration from that day until the
present time, was because a ceriain monk
a member of their church, nam
Dionysius commenced a calculation to
ascertain, if possible, the period of time
from the birth of Christ to the time the cal-
culation was made; and from all the infor-
mation that he could glean he set it down
at 532 years, They had not printed works
in those days as we have mow; they had
not access to the abundance of historical
and chronological information then that
we have; but tfrom all the information that
Dionysius could glean, and making a cal-
culation thereon, he came to the above re-
sult.

He also made & calculation in regard to |

the day on which he sup the Savior
to have been born, and that was set down
a8 a day to be celebrated by the Roman
Catholics church. They have certain or-
dinances in regard to that day, whioh you
may see observed in their church in this
city, People, prior to this time, did not
date their documents from the birth of
Christ., If they were writing a letter they
did not say, in the year of our Lord 520, in
the year of our Lord 416, and so on; this
was neyer done until the calculation of

Dionysius was wmaade, then it was adupbedl
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by the Roman Catholics and by all natirns
among whom they had power and influ-
ence. By and by other chronologists made
calculations as to the time of C t's birth,
and from the information they could gather
together, they discovered that Dionysius

bad made a mistake, and that Christ was
born about one year before the time set by
bim, But b{y time there were great
numbers of important State and otber doc-
uments and pa in existence, all dated
according to the incorrect caleulation of

this Romish monk. How to remedy
this the people did not know, for it would
not do to alter all these dates,

Another set of chronolegists made calcu-

lations and they discovered that Dionysius

had made a mistake of two years in regard

to the time of the Savior’s birth. Four

othe learned men, so0

tﬁ' and from the information
S

y

burnt offerings
the imr. offering that was to be Tnade by
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, The
ancient inhabitants of this continent, to
whom I bhave referred, understood the na-
ture of these ordinances, ard tuey looked

forward to the coming of the true Messiah,
and celebrated it by these ordinances, the
same a8 we look backward and celebrate
bis death and sufferings by partaking of
the symbols of, as we haye done this afiers
noon.,

Now if God led a company of Israelites
from Palestine to colonize this continent,

| and taught them to keep the law of Moses

with its sacrifices and burnt offeriags,typi-
cal of the great sacrifice that was 1o be made
at Jerusalem, it would not be at all strange
for him to gfva to them a sign concerning

ht diligent- | Jesus, when he should be boru, and when

ey obtained | heshould die. He did this by the mouths
found that Jesus was born three years | of priphets. Numerous 4

before the time published by Dionysius. | raised up on this land, and
Five others made it four years; some few | to the inhabitants thereof, and tau

rophets were
ey prophesied
t them

made it five years before, and some seven | about the coming of Jesus, and what sigos

ears before the time specified by this
mish monk. All modern chronologists
who have taken up the subject agree that
Dionysius was incorrect at least several
years, DBut did the people alter the-dates
of their documents and manuscripts when

his error was fully made manifest? Not

should be given at the time he should
come. They taught them that the might
before Jesus should be born there would

| be no darkness on this land, but that it

would be perfectly light. They wonld see
the sun sel in the evening, and that, during
the night, until it should rise the next

at all; they have continued that old, er- | morning, there would be no darkness; that

roneons reckouing down to this present

year. But they bave attached the name of
vulgar era to it, in order to indicate that it
is ineorrect. Vulgar
of etple st W a
ol people at the present
youth of our land, and ok
ave had a collegiate edueation, who never
kpew or inquired into the meanin
vulgar era, or why the term was intr
ed. Its real meanin
date. For instance
day, and we call it the 20th day of Decem-
ber, 1872, This is according to the vulgar

uec-

era or erroneous date, or the reckoning of | necessity

Dionysius; but this is not the true date.
The probability isindependent of the Bible
or Book of Mormo
of testimony that has been accumulated
for generations t, that Je-us was born
nearly four years prior to the commence-
ment of this vu

ent year, 1872, should be 1876, You will

find & full account of these inatters in the | g4)j the race of this continent, and that after
ed, in encyclopedias, | that there would be three days and three
and in various works touching upon | njghts of darkness, and that this darkness

writings of the learn

chronology, so that you have no need to
take my testimony alone on
for you have access to our lib
this uitly, an

chronology and see that I am correct,
There may be Lhose here who would like

me to cite some works on this sapject, I
will cite one that 1 read while I l*:lf'?lm‘;'m Eﬁﬂ:{ﬂ

England, a Bible dictionary, b
lanrnadi'uthnr named Smith, ‘I‘h{n

is treated ﬂr{plninl and fall
work. 1 think that h{r. John

of this city has this work in his private
library. he reason why I make these
remarks is that this is the first Sabbath
after Christmas, and the day on which I
believe the Roman Catholics in this city
are celebrating certain ordinances in their
church in commemoration of this event.

subject
in that

in regard to the year of Christ’s birth, now
let us inquire if the day observed by the
Christian world as the day of his birth, the
26th of December, is or is mnot the real
Christmas Day? A great many authors
have found out from their researches that
it is not, I think that there is scarcely an
author at the present day that believes
that the 25th day of December was the day
tbat Christ was born on. Still it is observ-

ed by certain classes, and we, wheiher we | rockoned from the time this

make any profession or not, are just fool-
ish enough to obserye this old Roman
Catholie testival. The boys and girls
look forward with great anticipations
Christmas. Many of them, it is true, do
not know the meaning ot it, or why it is
celebrated; but when we come to reflect on
the matter, it is all nonsense to celebrale
the 25th day of December as tue birthday
ofJesus, It will do for a holiday, so you
might select any other day for that pur-

Itis generally believed and conced-
ed by the learned, who have investigated
the matter, that Christ was born in April,
I have seenseveral accounts—some of them l
published in our periodicals—of learned
men in different bations, in which it is |
stated that, according to the best of their
judgment from the researches they have
made, Christ was crucified on the 6ih of
April., That is, the day on which this
church was orgsnized. But when these
learned men go back from the day of his
crucifixion to the day of his birth, they are
at & loss, having no certain evidence or
testimony by which they can determine it, |
I intend this afternoon to give light on
this subject from mnew revela ion, which
we, as Latter-day Saints, can depend upon.,
I will read to you from the Book of Mor.

era! 1think the nams | yior Jesus Christ.
ropriate, for there are thousaunds | en, and by them the

of | jon of Jesus,they fe.l into grea\ wickedness.

g, is incorrect era or | plood, stoned them to death,
wo write a letter tos | out of their midst, and the

from the great mass | their cities sho

Igar era, so that our pres- | Jesus should be lifted up on the cross,there

this subject, | tion of the Savior,

rary here in | the prophet says om page 450 of the Book of
d you ean examine works on | Mormon concerning these events, which

& VOry | storm, such an one as had never

. YOoung | on

Having found out that there is an error | ¢he form of thuggn*rﬂrn ment on this conti-

grut sigas and lights would appear 1n the
eavens, and that they were to be to them
indications of the birth of our Lord and Sa-
These signs were giv-

ple on this conti-

including the | nent knew the very day that Jesus was
haps many who | born,

Some years after this, before the crucifix-

They uted the prophets, shed their
and cast them

were full of
wrath and indigpation andjsinned against
great light, so that the Lord was under the

of sending other prophets to

Januarv 8

of thatlaw were typical of face of the land was changed becauseof the

tempest, and the whirlwinds, and the
thuoderings, and the lightnings, and the
exceeding great quakings of the whole
earth; and the highways were broken up,

|and the level roads were spoiled, and many

smooth places became rough, and many
great and notable cities were sunk, and
many were burned, and many were shook
till the buildings thereof had fallen to the
earth, and the inhahitants there.f were
slain, and the places were left des-
olate; and there were some cilies which re-
mained; but the damage thereof was ex-
ceeding great, and there were many in
them who were slain; and there were some
who were carried away in the whirlwind,
and whither they went no man knoweth,
save they know that they were carried
away; and thus the face of the whole earth
became deformed because of the tempests,
and the thunderings, and the lightrings
and the quaking of the earth. And be.
hold, the rocks were rent in twain; they
were broken up upon the face of the whele
earth, insomuch that they were found in
broken fragments, and in seams and in
cracks, upon sll the face of the land.”

You can see from this, what terrible cons
vulsions have taken place on this conti-
nent, even here in these mountains, In
the moeuntains west of this valley, you will
find the strata of rock set wup almost
perpendicular; that was not the way they
were first tormed. You will also find
there as elsewhere, strata dipping at a
greater or less angleinto the earth, The
cause ofall this has been the terrible con«
vulsions that our globehas undergone, and
Emra especially at the time of the crucis

xion,

“And it came to pass that when the
thunderings, and the lightnings, and the
storm, and the tempest, and the quakings
of the earth did cease—for behold they did
a8t for about the space of three bours;
and it was said by some that the time was
greater; nevertheless, all these great and

them, telling them that at the time of the | terrible things were done in about the

crucifixion, if they did not repeat, many of
d be burned with fire,
many destroyed with tempests, and that
they should be visited with sore judgments
nndv calamities; and that during the time

should be tremendous earthquakes upon

should come immediately after the execu-
Now let us read what

transpired just as they bad been predicted.
““And it came to pass in the thirty and

® of three hours; and then behold

| mourning of the

ere was darkness upon the face of the
land.”

I might go on reading, if it were necessa -
ry, in regard to the weeping, wailing and
people during these three
days of intense darkness—no sun, moon,
nor stars were to be seen, and the vapor
was 80 great that the inhabitants of the
land could feel it, the same as the darkness
wa3 felt in the land of Egypt. It was not,

of co the darkress:; that was felt, but
the vapor that was 8o thick. There is one
thing, however, to which I wish teo call

our special attention, before I masake any

urther remarks in regard to the date that

ear, in the first month, in the
ay of the month,there arose a great

n
known in all the land.”” From what period
was this date reckoned? We are informed
page 435 of this book that the Nephites
began reckoning the beginning of their
year from the sign given them at the birth
of the Savior—the night without darkness,
Previous to that they had reekoned from
the time of their leaving Jerusalem, 600

years before Christ, and they continued
this some five centuries until they changed

nent, and introduced judges; then they
reckoned their time from the beginning of
the reign of the judges. This mode of

reckoning lasted ninety-one years. Five
hundred and nine years having passed
away before the reign of the judges com-
menced, and ninety-one added to that

made 600 years from the time that Lehi and |

the colony came out of Jerusalem.Then they
changed their mode of reckoning, and
great sign was

given in the heavens, so that we know

what this date means—*'‘in the thirty -nd’
all | fourth yesar, in the first month anrd in the
10 | fourth day of the month.”

Now I think

this gives usa clue tothe age of Jesus when
he waa crucified, but we will read on, and
see about the storm,

““There arose a great storm, such an one
as never had been known in all the land;
and there was also a great and terrible tem-

t, and there was terrible thunder, inso-
much that it did shake the whole earth as if
it was about to divide asunder; and there
were exceeding sharp lightnings, such as
never had been known in all the land.
And the city of Zarahemla did take fire.”

Zarahemla was their great capital city.
It was loeated in the north part of South
America, on one branch of that river that
we call the river Magdalena, that runs
down from the mountains to the northward
and empties into the Carribbean sea. On
the west side of that river was located the
grea: city Zarahemla. We will now read

urther;

“And the city Zarahemla did take fire;
and the city Moroni did sink into the

depths of the sea, and {he inhabitants there-
of were drownped; and the earth was cars

mon, some things that happened, at the | ried up upon the city of Moronihah, that

time of the crucifixion, on this great west.
ern hemisphere, and I will say we have a

in the place of the city thereof, there be-
came a great mountain,”

date given there in connection witl these | Now if our miners, those who go into

events, showing how e.d Jesus was at the | South America, should hap

time of bis crucifixion.

amiss, ho

marks before
form strangers who may be present, that
the inhabitants of ancient America, and
those who wrote the Book of Mora on were

it may

Israelites; that when they came from the
city of Jerusalsm, 600 years before Chris
they were & righteous people, and h

pen to dig in a

not be | few thousand feet, and should come across
, for me to make & few re~ | 0old buildin

commence reading, to ine | for the Lo

, they need net be astonished,
made & terrible revolution in
the land., There came a great mountain in
the place where this city stood; ““and there
was & great and terrible destruction in the
land seuthward”—what we term South
A merica,

‘*But behold, there was a more great and

prophets among them, and that they kept | terrible destruction in the land northward”

the law of Moses. Now the sacrifices and

is here given. When this darkness dis-
persed, it is said to have been morning,
You will find it on page 454. *‘‘And itcame
to pass that thus did the three days pass
away; and it wasin the moreing, and the
darkness dispersed from off the face of the
land, and the earth did cease Lo tremble,
and the rocks did cease to rend."’

You might say that this was not three
days and three nights, for Jesus was crucis
fied, and died on the cross at 3 o’clock in
the afternoon at Jerusalem, and oconse-
gﬂntlg for it to have been just three days

d three nights, you might suppose that
the darkness must have dispersed in the
afternoon. But this book tells us that
when the three days and three nights of
darkness had passed away it was morning.
Now wh this discrepancy — for ft
seems to one—betlween the Bible and
the Book of Mormon? Can ycu account
for it and tell why it should have been

| morning ir America? The reason is be-

cause of the difference in longitude, The
writer of the account in the Book of Mer-
mon resided in the northwestern portion of
South America. Now you take a map of
the world, and see the difference in longi-
tude between the place where Jesus was
crucified, and that where the writer of the
Book of Mormon lived, and you will find
that it is about seven and a half hours.
Now you subtract seven and a balf hours
from 3 o’clock in the afternoon, and what
timme would it be when the three hours of
quaking and the destruction of c¢ities ex-
pired or when the darkness commenced ?
Would it not be in the morning? Take
away seven and a half hours longitade
from 3 ¢'clcok—the time that Jesus expired
—ana would it not be half past seven
o'clock in the morning with the inhabitl-
ants of this land, while it was afternoon
with the inbabitants in Jerusalem ?

I presume that Joseph Smith, being an
unlearned man, never saw this to the day
of his deatnh; that is, he never understood
it. I never heard him, or any learned man
refer to it until after his death; but reading
it over myself, I saw, at first, there was an
apparent discrepancy between this book
and the New Testament; one placing it in
the morring, and the other in the after-
noon., When thinking of this seeming
discrepancy the difference in longitude
occurred to my mind, and that is just what
it should be to acoount for the aifference
in time given in the two books; and this,
though not direct, is incidental, proof that
the man who translated this book was in-
spired of God, 1 do noc¢think that Joseph
Bmith, to the day of his death, knew that a
difference in time at different places on the
earth, was caused by their difference of
longitude. .

We will now go back to the date, at the
com mencement of the extract 1 have been
reading—*‘in the thirty and fourth year, in
the first month, and on the fourth day of

-North America~‘‘for bebold the whole

]

the month”—that would make him thirtys



