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TALKS TO BOYS.

x —TO0BACCO AND MORALS,

Thore appetites and jnfluspoes
which eflrcluate physleal and mental
degeneracy in men Depeesarlly pr -
duce m«ral tebirement ipn their vic-
timpa. This Is the rule, whether we
accept as the stapdard ol etbies either
utllity or the revelation of the divipe
will. L giouslly, tben, the tobacco
babit, operating tn the destiuction o
pbysicat ond meutal powers, in eanen-
tially immorsl, whether consldere:
from the wtsodpoiot o' the rattonalist
or tmfdel or of the devooul worsbiper
of Gu'; hence the Creatur’s daclara-
tion that 3t 1s Dot grod for man je the
oral expression of & law already set
{srtb im ttie oprratiore of nature, As
it intereres Witk the conirolling fune
tton= of the bran and dulls the fiver
sepnibilities which ‘lead men to ihe
purs amd noble ambitinns of lite, ao it
gives rein to the haser pasrlons which
draw him to practices from which even
the heas's of the fleid and forest refrain
as violative nf naturnl lawe,

Re'erence has been minde to the gue-
toma of ureal warrlors, statesmen, and
philosophers. Ascertnin tbhe atiltule
of any of there Wwhom the world regards
g pxponenis of wigh maoral prinoinle,
when ihetr atlention bas been drawn
to the tnbacco babit, apnd It will b
founy to have received their ungnali
fied condemnation. ‘The Duse of Wei
lipgton, us stern in his practical solipl-
tude { r the moral and phyeical welfare
of hism~n 38 ip the courage which
faced the KFreooh cuiraeriers vo the
field of Waterlon, lssued an edio!
agalnut the exXcerpive use of tobacen
indulged bD by his troops. In line with
the ssme polloy of jreserving the
moraje of the Army wasthe comman
jpsue jostpreviousistbe Crimesn war
in the nistorical diroum=ent knnwo as
Gepwrral Or'er No. 677, to the Hors
Ggards, 10 whicb the eommwaider-in
chie' of the army slates be bhag intnr-
inatjon S'thst tbe practice of smokie g,
by the use of plprs, cigars or cher:o!-
bas hecome prévalent among the
Cers of the army; whiocb !s oot on'y tp
itselt a speoctes of lptoxication, ocon
sioped by the fumes of tnbacoo, bot
upd: ubtedly occssiops drinking ann
tippling by thoge who acquire the
babit; and he eptrests the . flioura
commanding regimenis to  prevent
smpk'pg iu the mees rooms of thejr
several regimenis und in the adjoining
deparlmeuts, and to dlecourave the
practice amooK ihe vffirera of juntor
rapxz lo ' heir regiments.” This admo-
nition was not beeded for lonv; and the
present inefficle ¢y crmpleined of 1D
the British army bae been traced, In
part at Jeast, to 1be moral degeueracy
attending the tobaooo hablt,

The zeneral order qtioted from o -
lajpr a stalement whioh devoleen o
tbhe ws«ed nave wought, tbough vaioly,
to controvert, They bave urged thut
tobacco wab in anme degren a substitute
for alcohol instead of » stepping-stone
to the uee thereof, and tenued to pro-
tect 'ram loternperate drioking. But
the evidence in bumun experivnce le
conclurively the otber way, The blt-
jog effect of the druy oo the mouth nnd
tbroni, ‘o rmnking, creates ap unoAl-
ural thirst which ten s asrtrng in-
Jdoeement Lo reenrt to nloobolie urinks.

Yetabove this ir the joonntrovertible
‘apt that babits are grecal in their na.
ture. They fl .0k togother as naturally
ap do sheep. The tubscor habit path-
vrs iD uthers of 18 owp immnral kind,
ADd within the person who submila to
it there {s #oon an aggreg«tion of vlors,
unfess there interferem a stronv re-
wrainlog influencs to keep the tepd.
e oy In ocheck. The man who lores
bis seit contful tn tnbaceco 18 oot long
'tn aemociating with it otber vlowee,
either openly ur in secret.

There irn no debdylug the statement
that tobscon lesds sway from good
o mpany. The voy or mrp who smoker
or chéwn uoes pot s3ek boly surrvuerd-
ioge to indulge in the practice. He
doer not jovoke the sacred 1 flu
ences of prayer or of divipe wurship to
uphold bim in bis conduat, HIs use
af th narcolio @arrfes bim away from
the tamily olrcle apd from the assocls-
«jops of virtue und hougrable map-
Bond. Inetesd of eeeking vonobliog
pursuiis and compaoloushive, be drifiu
to that soolety wbere profa.ity apu
nbecenity bold bigh carolval,

In respect to morals, there i8 nn dfe-
ruting that the paths of the user sn
pon-ueer of the noxious drug lead tn
ieatinatinoe far apmt. This mnay be
learued, asive 1 1m all nther evitience,
hy antiog the simople fact tbat tobacoo
19 often excluded from the acelety o
the virtuoo®, but never from corrupt
sngiety, The dev.tee of that hablt
whigh, from its evi]l paturs, j8 con-
dem ed by the pure aoid the gond, is
weloomed by all ranks of tbe opposite
¢olave, As Dr, Gibbops tersely atate
t: 9The youog manp who takes in
bts mouth a e¢igar or pipe turos bl
nark forthwith on the paooluary of
home and on the temple of religion,
and rets bis fuce toward the siloon,
the buy-room, the grog-shop, the gam
bilov-bouse, the brothel. The path ot
abstinence liata in the direotlon of
sobrlety, domestio enjoyment, chaclity
snd religiop; the path ot indulzenoe to
i‘lene-s, tippling, profanity and licen-
ti usnese,’”” The journey is not made
ny mhi: gle etep; frequently, progress
is by almost imperceptivle atages,

The moral aspect of the tobacc:
habit aflords ope of the atrobDgest
reasn 8 for contendlng against it. Thix
{s the basis of antsgoulsm to it eve)
amoog its ¥igtime, ¢0 mapy of whom
wish they bad etrepgib (o bresk ite
chalps, They know,when by thorough
ipvestigation or experience they as-
certaip tbe truth, that of that “triple
alliapee nf vice—tobacne, strong drink
and profanity,? it is by ao means the
least potent for the deatruction of good
morale, Having pno Jnolination to
virtue in itsell, jts tendenoy 18 to dis.
regard virtus, Often it s the 1nelting
rauze that leads to toe olber eviis
named, and makes of their victim s
hopeless slave,

It han bren erald tbat habite are
gregarions—'‘oirds of n featber flock
v g-lber.”” This beivg true of bad
habits aleo is trus of pood babite, Bo,by
atraining whioh enablea w perfon to
overcome on# temptation there is im-

bibed estrength and ipolination to
resint  otbere. A courre of man-
Ilv Indepeodence that will qusi-
Ify 8 youn g mah re.Jily

to reongnize and avpid the lpeidiouw
I fluencen of tobsoco alko uives abiity
to turn from othera of like character,
As ‘‘evil begeta 8vil,” tne use of the

wead muet follow (e nature; asa by
the sssoctate rule tbat *'gond cleaves
unto goo !,’? absteptiop from ruob vae
necessarily reaches o = bigber sand
oobler plape, and js conduoive of gen-
erat morality in-the avenues of Jife.

It is a moral duty that every younu
man owea to himeelfl Lo vreserve lifs
mind and body ln purlty and benitb,
T'bis obligation resling up»n every boy
apd man ls no lers a reepopsibility
upon every p rent, every teacher, und
every len er of humanity, In s pa-
ture tbe body presemis na cravipg for
tobagco; the weed is revoiting to the
watural nppetite, and aversion to It ie
stamped by the Crestor upon every
numan palate. The mental forces that
are assailed, hepumbed and banished
from the human eysirm by Ita use,
proclalm against the usurpation. And
thr protestations of meotal vivor and
phyeicalstrength recelve fullsympathy
+pd snppnrt from Dalure’s moral jaw,
which inveigbe on every slde against
tbe tobacco habit.

Tnoast the indulgence io this babit
whiob works ruip pbyiically, mental-
1y anit morally alvo extends Ite harm-
tul I fluences beyond 1ime apnd renobes
jnto uternity, is a principle of truth as
clesr ne the light of the poopday sun
vpun & cloudlesr Uny; for as surely as
evury caure preduces a Kindred eff-ct
Jo the works o/ man perform an im-

ortant part in determlning bis con-
ditl o bereatter. Heunce every nobie
appirution in lite, every exalted bupe
o tIme or eteroity, ple~de with parent
and ohild, man and W im0, young
snd old, privst and people, o banish
the evi}l as & viper thut preye uuocn
both body and soul; to benish itin
nelirdefenae, rDd In defense of all that
ia gond and purt. There j8 po 1odul-
zence io the ein thut can be callea per-
mlissible io moderation, There s no
lawiul tempersnoe in a8 bad habit,. A
man mav oot do a little steating or
ber wilfu) wrong, and plead justifi-
pation on the grouny of bel g moder-
ate thetein. Crime and vies are to be
sbuponed aitogelber,

The examinatioo we bave conduocied
in thie fleld has given anewer to the
inquiry made at the vuteet. The to-
paeco habit leads to tbe debusemieat
apd ruin of mios awd body, and
tbrpwe its whole iofluence townrd
plunging the soul into the awful d-ri-
ness of eternal mieary. This beiog
the espe,ihe man wbo holds the piace of
frstructor or gulde mmong the peoply,
vjther Iin a r1eligious or eecular
cnpacity,and whoseexample leads toth-
tobacoo babit, s a foe o botb spiritual
sn i teniporal weltare of those w ho look
to H'm ne & tesober and exemplinr of
correct principle; while he whao puints
the way from the habit, apd to the
aspnolations of healtbful vevelopment
which stteny sabstemiouspeesa [Irom
evil, is a frlend whose ndmonitions are
not to be lightly dleregarded.

When we beran rur inveatigation
we had pictured before us the two
rnade of the young man’s Jresm, vivid
apu realistin ju lite, One led to a
peac:fu), sunoy land, covered with a
Iertile harveet, apd resounuaiog with
soft, aweet songe; the other toa dewp,
dnrk cave, whence Lber- was no lreue,
where puiron Howed inetend of waler,
apd whereserpe 18 bissed and crawled,
Wa have fouod which one the Lobucco
bubit (ursues, by Lbe impress patury
bae placed upop its progress with tm}gx



